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TO JAMES ACERBI. 

MY DEAR FATHER, 

IN looking around me for a name 
truly great to prefix to ray work, my country offered 
many, distinguished for intelligence, for patriotism, 
and even for great achievements; but the feelings of 
a son prompted a different choice, and with emotions 
of gratitude and affection for the blessings of exist- 
ence, education, and example, to you I dedicate the * 
first fruits of your bounties. The name of a hero or 
statesman might flatter my vanity, but your’s affords 
a more tender gratification. Your name has not been 
found in the annals of Europe — I congratulate you 
upon it. A great name is dangerous. Your private 

condition 
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condition presents more genuine pleasures ; retired 
on your estate, you promote and cherish the happi- 
ness of every heart around you ; and while you are 
occupied in the advancement of agriculture, that 
noblest art, that truest source of national wealth and 
best contributor to human felicity, you enjoy the 
contentment of a peaceful and virtuous life. 

During my long absence, memory, faithful to her first 
impressions, has frequently recalled to me the pleas- 
ing scenes of my youth ; and often, amidst the noise 
of splendid entertainments, and surrounded by a bril- 
liant crowd, I have heaved a sigh, and found myself 
a stranger and alone ! Distance has sharpened the re- 
collection, and my anxious wishes have been involun- 
tarily turned to your happy retreat. 

It is a truth confirmed by every day’s experience, 
in individuals as well as in societies, that they diminish 
their happiness in proportion to their departure from 
nature. My distant c.xcursions, my long journeys, only- 

serve 
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serve to strengthen my desire of reposing under the 
shade of your trees, and in the bosom of domestic 
retirement. 

Happy shall I be, Sir if in puuingthese volumes into 
your hands, I may in the smallest degree contribute to 
your amusement. 1 seek no other success, lask no other 
reward, but to convince you, that the time which I 
have spent in travelling has not been wholly lost; and, 
that in changing climates and countries, I have never 
swerved from the dutiful respect and tenderness with 
which I am, and shall ever be. 

Your very affectionate Son, 

JOSEPH ACERB!. 

Ltmdtn, Feb. i, i8oi. 
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It may poflibly excite curiofity to know, why a native of Italy, 
a country abounding in all the beauties of nature, and the fineft 
produ£tions of art, (hould voluntarily undergo the danger and 
fatigue of vifiting the regions of the Arctic Circle. 

He promifed to himfclf, and he was not dilappointed, much 
gratification from contrafling the wild grandeur and fimplicity 
of the North, with the luxuriance, the fmiling afpeft, and the re- 
finements of his owit country. He was willing to exchange, for 
a time, the beauties of both nature and art, for the novelty, the 
'fublimity, and the rude magnificence of the northern climates. 
Nor was it probable that fuch a contrafled feene would prove 
barren of inflruflion, or be deflitute of amulement. There is no 
people fo far advanced in civilifation, or fo highly cultivated, who 
may not be able to derive fome advantage from being acquainted 
with the arts and fciences of other nations, even of fuch as are 
the moft barbarous, The human ufidcrflanding is benefited by 

communication^ 
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communication, even with ignorance itfclf; juft as commerce 
•and wealth derive profit from an intercourfe with poverty. Every 
Ipccics of knowledge may be promoted by travelling into different 
countries : in all of them there will be found ample fcope for ob- 
fervationand reflection, natural, moral, and political. It is only 
by a comprehenfive and unconfined furvey of nature, exter^^l 
and internal, by a growing accumulation of fa£ls and conclufions, 
compared and combined with one another, that the empire of 
fcience is to be extended : and the moft ftiiking objedls for fijch 
a combination and comparifon, will probably be thole which 
prefent themfelves in a fudden tranfition from one extreme to 
the other; fuch as from the South to the North of Europe. 



It was not without the utmnft reluctance, that the Author 
yielded to the preffing folicitations of his friends to print tills 
work. It is the firft that he has offered to the public, and he is 
fenfible that it would be in vain to court for it the Indulgence of 
his readers, if he ftiould fail of recommending himfclf by it to 
their efteem. 

The firft part of thefe Travels, written for the gratification of 
a fmall circle, who were curious to learn the prefent ftate of arts, 

fciences, 
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fciences, and manners in Sweden, contains an account of circum- 
ftances too bold, perhaps, to meet the public eye. But to have 
recompofed and foftened it, by the fuppreffion of feme particu- 
lars, however perfonally prudent for the Author, would have 
been to withhold from the reader a juft and accurate idea of the 
ftate of fails. It was incumbent upon him to facrifice all inferior 
confiderations to a relpeil for the public and for truth. 

With regard to that portion of the volumes which relates to 
Finland and Lapland, the Author was for fome time reftrained 
from producing it to the Public, by a motive of delicacy. Co- 
lonel Sldoldebrand, a Swedifti officer, the companion of his tra- 
vels, had announced his defign of publiftiing in Stockholm his 
drawings of piilurefque feenery in thofe countries, accompanied 
with deferiptions of the objeils reprefented in his plates. The 
Author, therefore, fufpended his own publication from a fear of 
injuring the interefts of his friend. But, on obferving that the 
announced work made its appearance only in numbers, that it 
will not be completed for fome years, and what is moft material, * 
that any degree of fuccefs which might attend the prelent pub- 
lication, muft only lerve to promote that of the other, all fcruples 
of delicacy were removed. 

VoL. I. 
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Another motive for publifhing this book was, a defire of being 
ufeful to future travellers, whom ardent curiofity might impel 
to vifit the northern diftrii£ls. Thofe parts of Europe, which arc, 
I may lay, almoft abandoned by nature, are little known, and any 
information concerning them mull of courfe be acceptable. 

Falhion, which extends its influence over evci^ thing, appears, 
in our day, to favour travels and expeditions to the North: 
and the prevalence of this may, perhaps, have been increafed by 
the political troubles in the South of Europe. However this may 
be, fuch as travel to thofe quarters are entitled to a degree of 
regard and eftcem which cannot jullly be claimed by thole who 
vifit the South of Europe : for the hardy North does not by any 
means hold out the lame luxuries, the lame allurements of cli- 
mate, and the lame temptations to pleafure that are prefented by 
a more genial and Inviting foil. Journeys in the North will be 
undertaken by thole only who have a juft and malculine tafte 
for nature, under every afpeft, and are a£luatcd by a defire of 
enlarging their own information, and of inftrudling others. 

With this view the Author, having reached the North Cape 
by a route before confidered as impradlicable in furamer, has pub* 

lilhed 
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lifhed a delineation of that excuriion for the afliftance of other 
travellers who may come after him. His accounts, whatever 
may be their defefts, will be allowed to pofTeft the merit of 
novelty. Even the faults with which they may pollibly be 
charged, will not bo without Ibme advantage to others. His 
work, however imperfeft, may ferve to pave^he way for one 
more complete and accurate. It is with travels, as with every 
other purfuit : men even of the moft ordinary talents have 
often, by their humble efforts, given birth to exertions in others, 
which have been more happily directed, and more fuccclsful. 
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■CHAPTER I. 

Partiality anJ Inaccuracy of ‘travellers conjidered — Mode of 

I 

Tranielling in Sweden delineated, and compared, with that in 
, other Countries — Journey from Helfingburg to Gothenburg — 
War berg : Anecdotes of General Peckling — Gothenburg : a Def~ 
cription of the Town, its Population and Commerce — The Inha^ 
bitants of Gothenburg, their Manners and Cufoms, 

ARTIALITY and inarruracy are common objcftions made 
to travellers, and often diminifh, or even annihilate, that ap- 
probation which otherwife might be beftowed upon their labours 
and exertions. The firft of thole charges is of a moral nature^ 
and relates to a falling of the heart ; the fccond aims at a fault, 
which either proceeds from indolence or ignorance. But thcfe 
articles of accufation, when exhibited, are not always founded 
upon truth; and, before a decifive opinion can be given, the credit 
of the perfon who accufos Ihould be carefully balanced againft the 
VoL. I, B z charadter 
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charafter of him that Aands impeached. Thofe who have tra- 
velled, in the North, or defcribed that part of Europe, have been 
peculiarly unfortunate in being cxpoled to attacks of this kind, 
and having their candour and diligence called in queftion. The 
accufation has, in general, been brought by natives, who, though 
we m.iy allow themito be well acquainted with their own country, 
cannot be fuppofed to furpafs others in the virtue of impartiality. 
They are certainly as liable to be biaded in favour of w'hat they 
call their own, as foreigners who come to vifit them may be on 
the oppofite fide. It is by no means eafy to diveft ourlelves of all 
prejudice and prcdiledlion for thole places where we were born,' 
and where we fpenttheearlieft and happieft days of our exiAcnce : 
and this natural partiality Ihould always be taken into the ac- ’ 
count, when the afeertaining of truth is our obje£l. We may 
grantthata manpoirclTes aperfeft knowledge of the local fituation, 
the government, manners , and other particulars of his country : 
but neverthelels he may be prejudiced ; and while he labours un- 
der this difadvantage^ and is fwayed by thofe narrow ideas, which 
are the alnaoft inevitable cenlequcnec of a life entirely palTedat: 
hooee, he cannot claim unlimited confidence for his aflertions. 
Thus, when a Swede finiles at Mr. Coxe’s reprefentiug Warmer- 
land as a moft dlslightful country, beautifully intcrfperled and 
variegated with lakes, charming vales and well cultivated fields, 
W£ think him juftified in differing from that gentleman’s defcrip- 
tiou; and admit that, on the contrary, it is a dreary and.unplea- 
fant traft, dlvexfified orrly by n^ed rocks, and barren hills. But 

' . when 
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when he ccnfurcs an Eaglifli, French, or Italian traveller .for 
affirming that there is no fneh thing as convenient travelling in 
Sweden, and on the other hand maintains, ' that his country 
abounds in comforts ; every one that has the leaft knowledge of 
the fubjeft, will immediately perceive the error and fallacy of 
fuch a pofition. . ' 

When a native of the North reprefents that “you may travel as' 
fpeedily in Ruffiaand Sweden, as In France or England; and 
“ that on the whole yon meet with as good accomodation af 
“ the inns in thefe cold regions as in any part of haly, fo much 
“ (relhrtedtoiby ftrangers;” though I may entertain a great efieem' 
fbr that perfun in other repots „yet I begin to fufpeet that he was 
never in any one of thofe countries whjch he ufes for his compa- 
rifon. The only point on which Sweden will bear being meis’ 
tioned with England, is the roads; But^there are no ^lihlic vc^ * 
hides, fuch as aftage-coach, ihail, Mgence^aT bthtr carriage, foW 
the convenience of common travellers, who unite turn prirtcifral 
objects iin their journies, viz. expedition and chcapneft/' There iV 
BO regular conveyance between the country andthecapitnl ; none,' 
for example, between Gothenburg and Stockholm; Stodtholm 
and Gefte;.Geflc ahd Upfala, or the other principal towns of the 
provinces. The reafon affigned by the Swede.s, “that rherc-is no 
“ need of ftage-waggons and- the like, for ‘the tra'nfportation of^ 

“ merchandize, as thccouutry Is every where intcrfccteri by lakes 
and navigable rivers," Is not a fufficient excufe for tile want of 

public carriages to accommodate paffengers. Jn Franccand Eng- 

^ . . .. 
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land fbgc-coaches are found in all directions, (b that you may 
M'ith eafe travel to whatever quarter your inclination or bufinels 
calls you. Even where there are navigable rivers and canals, thtfe 
carriages abound at every hour of nightand day. As to the com- 
parifon which the advocate of the North draws between the inns 
of Sweden and thofe of Italy, I fhall not dilculs its truth or falfe- 
hood, as; I might be fglpccted of parfiahty for the latter, which is 
my native country. I lhall only dbferve, that between Helfin*.' 
burg and Stockholm, a didance of nearly four hundred miles,* 
nothing that can be confidcrcd as . an inn is to be met with ; 
whereas there is no, part of Italy where, in the ftthc fpace, you' 
would not come to fifty t)o\vus,,in neatnefs' and elegatKe, and, 
every comfort of life, ( pqUal if not fuperiof even to the capital! 
of Sweden; that in .Italy, the South perhaps excepted, it is irii-’ 
pofiibleto^rftyel twenty miles without meeting with an inn, whilft 
t|)erc is not fir much as one to be found in Stocklwlm itfelf; that 
^ fma,H village in Italy is better provided with all the ncceffarics 
and ctmvcni^ncies of life, than the moft eminent provincial towns 
of Sweden : in fhqrt, I fhall anfwer the S^edifh author to whom 
I allude in his ow'n words : >‘-If any One with to travel through 
“ Sweden with tolerable eafe, he will do well to provide himlclf 
‘ ‘ witlv^ carriage, as well as with bread, wine, and other provifions,” 
\vhich precautions are ccrtajnly; quite • unuecefiary in Italy, f 

, * Italian or F.nphth. which nearly thi.-Rme. ^ 

t The fam^ Swetllh wrirer fays, ‘'ihat if Do^' Quixote mldook ,311 the inn* 
he met with for c.»lllcs, in Swwlcn he would have miOnken aif the houfes for 
** min.*’, There ii m>t ar.yt01.t3hy however With which 1 am acquaimed, wher* 
(he Itoufci have lefs ihc appearance of mns than in Sweden. 
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Further, a country in which you are obliged to lay afule your 
own carriage, and to fuhftitute one which is fmaller and left 
convenient, cannot be faid to be well adapted to the purpofe of 
travelling: yet this isthecale in Sweden, where you mufl: bef 
prepared to encounter this and many other difagreeable circum- 
ftances. 

The horfes are fmall and weak, and their deficiency in fize 
and ftrength is to be made up by increafc of number. This mul- 
tiplication is attended with a world of trouble. It is not in an 
inftant that lo many horfes can be put to the carriage ; the chance 
is increafed that fomethihg or other will be wanting, fomething 
wrong or out of order in the harnefs ; there is alfo more diffi-I 
culty in bringing the horfes to draw and keep pace with each 
other. All thefe impediments taken together, occafion a confi- 
dcrable loft of time. You are ftopped at every turn, and the ex- 
pedition of travelling in Sweden, compared with that of France 
and England, is found to be a mere fable- Among the feven or 
eight horfes that you arc obliged to uft, you have always to ap- 
prehend that fome one may turn out reftive; and the bad ex- 
ample of one will fpoil all the reft. • I tra'vellcd from Hclfinghurg 
to Stockholm, by the way of Gothenburg, together with one of 
nay countrymen in a viennoife ; but inftead of three horles, as 
in Germany, we were forced to Increafe our number, till it 
amounted to feven. The horfes were ‘put to the carriage four 
a breaft in the firft line, and three in the fccond. They were 
lb little, lean,- and feeble, that it feemed as if our vehicle were 

drawn 
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drawn by fo many (heep. The more we increafed their number, 
the flower was our progrefs on the journey. It was the month 
of September, and the roads, which were always either up hill 
or down hlU, began to be injured by the raiixs. Li going down 
bill, we were afraid of cauflng death and deftruction among our 
poor feeble animals, which were impelled, without power of re- 
liftaiace, by the weight of the carriage, and neither able to flop 
nor to retard its motion : and when we went up hill, we often 
were at a Hand when it would have been moft deflrable to go 
forward. The horfes, as I have laid, did not draw together. We 
were attended by five or fix peafants, who had each of them a 
horfe in our caravan ; and deeming it good policy to whip up 
their neighbour’s horfes while they fpared their own, they often 
fell a quarrelling, and fbmetimes dealt about blows among 
thcmfelves as well as among each other’s horfes. Such a Baby- 
lonifh confufion is not, I believe, to be met with in any other 
part of the world. This at leaft I know, that I never encoun- 
tered any thing fo embarrafling in ony other country. One may 
travel very comfortably in Sweden, they tell you, with the aid 
of a man who knows how to manage and drive the horfes ; but 
where is there a perfon in the world capable of conducting thefe 
animals ? They underftand only the Swedifh founds; and the dia- 
lect in which they are addreffed by the pea&nts, is fb original, 
and confifts in fb extraordinary a motion or vibration of the lips,* 

• Tpfehruu. It is exactly by the fame found that the country people in Seot- 
and addrefs their horfes when they want them to flop, 

that 
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that it is impofliblc any foreign charioteer fhould be able to ac- 
quire in a Ihorter (pace of time than feveral weeks, or perhaps 
months. The lame found that is uled in Italy to quicken the 
horfes’ pace, is employed in Sweden for the purpofc of making 
them halt : and it often happened that, when we were afeending 
fomc fteep hill, we uttered that, or a fimilar found, to encourage 
the horfes; when, to our great difappointment, they ftopped ihort 
inftantaneoufly. We then had to blame ourfelves for forgetting 
the idiom of the Swedilh language, and patiently to eudure the 
confequence of our miftake ; while the pealauts leemed aftonilhed 
at our raflmefs or folly in checking the exertion of the horfes on 
the fide of a fteep mountain, where the weight of the carriage 
might force the animals backwards, and Involve us in great 
danger. At the fame time, when we reflefted on the unfor- 
tunate power of habit and its effefts, in the prefent inftance, wc 
could not help laughing even in the midft of peril. 

Another fubjefl of commendation among the panegyrifts of 
Swedilh travellmg, but equally unfounded with that of their 
praifes of expedition, is cheapnefs. If they were to calculate 
the expence of a courier, whom you muft Jend before you on the 
road to befpeak horfes; if they would confider (he greater num- 
ber of horfes to be employed on a journey in Sweden than in one 

« 

in Germany ; moreover the hire of a driver from Copenhagen, and 
the expenccs of his return home, befides the compenfation to be 
made to the peafants for waiting with their horfes for the arrival 
of their employer : were they to take all thef^ things into the 
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account, they would find that travelling in Sweden wkh one’s 
own equipage, not to mention the circumftance of its extreme 
inconvenience, is, on the whole, more cxpenfive than in any 
other country of Europe, except perhaps in England. The coun- 
tries in which I have found it-eafieft to travel, that is, where con- 
venience is moft happily united with cheapnefs, are Auftrla and 
Bohemia ; particularly the latter. I am not confeious of any ten- 
dency to either ill humour or prejudice: I only declare matters 
of faft that have come under my own oblervation, and under 
that of many other travellers. If fomc have travelled in Sweden 
with greater advantages than myfelf, I can only fay that they 
have been more fortunate* but I muft Bill maintain, that thole 
impediments which 1 have deferibed, are extremely dilagreeablc, 
and not to be met with in any other part of Europe. 

Another comfort for travellers, much boafted of by the na- 
tives, and rcprelented as peculiar only to their country, is, that at 
every poft houfe a. regifler is put into your hands, under the de- 
nomination of a day-book, in travpllers fet down their 

names, their Hate or condition of life, whence they came, and 
whither they are going ; and if they have been latisiied or other- 
wife with the poftilion, or rather the pealant. But it b, in my 
opinion, rather to be confidered as an inconvenience : for it is, in 
fa£t, a mere formality, that occafions a wafte of time without re- 
medying any one of the evils that may be recorded and com- 
plained of. When a traveller fets out on a journey through Swe- 
den, under the erroneous notion of its being a wild and barbarous 

country, 
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country, buried under cvcrlafting fnow and ice, without inns, 
poft-horfes, or roads, he may be furprized to meet with many 
public regulations and ellablifhments which he did not expect ; 
but when, on the other hand, he fufFers himfelf to be impofed on 
by the groundlefs fuppofitioii of finding in that country fuch 
accommodations as in France or England, he will be miferably 
difappointed. It would not be very wide of the mark to fay, 
that the truth lies, as ufual, between the two extremes, but 
inclining rather to the fide which is unfavourable. 

In order to make the journey from Helfingburg to Stockholm 
more interefting, you fhould take the route of Gothenburg and 
Trolhatta. Before you come to Gothenburg, you pafs through 
Warberg, a fmall village with a fortrefs, fituated on the edge of 
the fea. Here the Swedifh government confined the famous 
General Pcckling, fufpe£l:ed of being an accomplice in the 
murder of Guflavus III. This man was of the party in oppofi- 
tion to the king in 1 756, being at that time in the pay of Ruflia. 

In 1 76a, wK«n he h.nd bccome a penfioner of France, he was 
on the fide of the court. In 1772, when having the rank of 
colonel in the army, he betrayed an intention to excite his regi- 
ment to mutiny; but he was arrefted at Enkoping, conducted to 
Stockholm,* and, after the death of Guflavus, fliut up in the 

* According to the author of the Life of Catharine II. and the Travels of Two 
Frmchmm, he was taken to Gripfliolm, and confined in the cadle, which ferved 
formerly as a prifon for Eric XIV. This however is a miftake. The caftle of 
Grtpfholm is at prefent utterly uninhabitable, liaving neither roof nor cafements. 

C a fortrefs 
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fortrefs of Warberg. During his confinement at this place, as 
he had not been conviifled of any crime, though fufpedled, he 
was in the full enjoyment of all his wealth and income: and, 
whether from malignity, rage, or madnefs, he one day formed 
a refolution to execute a ftratagem for raifing a famine in the 
little town of Warberg. He gave orders early in the morning 
for buying up all the provifions fn the market-place, and bringing 
them forthwith to him. It was a matter of fatisfaiftion and 
pleafure to him, to think that all the inhabitants of the town 
would be pinched with hunger, while he himfelf poirelTcd the ut- 
moft abundance; and tliat in this manner, the befiegers being 
reduced to famine by the befieged, the ufual operations of war- 
fare would be completely reverfed. This a£t of extravagance was 
not more affliiSUng to the citizens of VV'arberg, than it was 
acceptable to the officers and Ibldiers of the garrifon, and the pri- 
fbners confined befides himfelf in the caftle. This anecdote, 
which is in pcrfctft coi>formity with the charader of Peckling, 
who united with excellent talents a «Wldemhle ffiare of eccen- 
tricity, though told by every body at Warberg, I have not lecn 
in any public prints, or books of travels. General Peckling had 
a great reputation for eloquence and political acquirements, and 
above all, for an intimate acquaintance with the laws of his 
country. By means of his legal knowledge, he always efcaped 
with fafety from the various law-fuits in which he was involved. 
He was wont to amufc himfelf with teazing and making game of 
his judges, who were often confounded by his fubtleties and legal 

fophiftry. 
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fophiftry. The court-martial by which he was tried In 17.72, 
after a confinement of more than four months at Stockholm, was 
held under the direiftion of General Horn, who had been cre- 
ated a count after the revolution in 1772, more from his zeal, 
it is faid, than on account of any real fervice. T his nobleman, 
being a near relation to Baron Peckling, feemed to fear nothing 
fo much as to be thought partial to his kinfman. As the charge 
laid agaiuft him was no lefs than rebellion and high treafon, it 
was very difficult to find a lawyer who would undertake his de- 
fence; till, at laft, a young man, of the name of Blix, g'eneroufly 
offered his fcrvices. The court-martial being at a lofe how, on 
any plaufible grounds, to find the General guilty, but yet not 
daring to acquit him before they knew the intentions of the 
King, who was then at Elkofund, at the diftance of near fifty 
miles from the capital, they adjourned till they fhould receive 
farther inftruflion. But as it was contrary to the privileges of the 
Swedifli nobility, that any of their members Ihould be kept in 
prifon without Iming convicted of a crime, the General’s 
counfel alkcd the court if they had any other rules for their pro- 
ceedings than the laws of their country? They, anfwercd they 
had none. Yet Baron Peckling was not fet at liberty, but in 
conlequence of a petition to the King. So ludden at>d deplorable 
was the effeft produced by the revolution on the high-fpirited 
nobility of Sweden. 

Gothenburg is the fecond city of the kingdom. Its environs 
arc almoft every where naked, barren, and dreary. They prefent 
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an uniform fcene of fmall eminences of black rock, where nature 
cannot by any power of art be forced to produce vegetation. The 
harbour exhibits a firailar confufion of rocks not more plcaiing to 
the eye, and fome little craggy ifles of a rugged and forbidding 
alpect. As to the interior of the town, it refembles in fome re- 
Ipects the towns of Holland, having canals, with rows of trees 
along their margins, regularly cut or clipped in the Dutch falhion. 
The inhabitants of this place are in a ftate of conllant emulation 
with thofc of the capital in commerce as well as in their mode 
of life, their falhions, and every fpecies of luxury. I have been 
alTured by feveral perfous that one may live more agreeably at 
Gothenburg than at Stockholm. To a ftranger who delights in 
fociety, it certainly affords opportunities of following his incli- 
nation without formality or reftraint. The ladies of Gothen- 
burg are celebrated for their amiable difpofitions, their beauty, 
their fociability, and their accomplifhments. They employ much 
of their time iu_ the cultivation of languages and the arts, parti- 
cularly that of mufic. They poflWLin a very high degree all 
the qualifications that form an amiable, accomplifhed, and inte- 
refiing woman. The population of this town is about fifteen 
thoufand. The fuburbs are fituated on rifing ground, and are 
occupied principally by feafaring people belonging to merchant- 
men, the Eaft India Company, and feveral fhips of war Rationed 
in the harbour. There is an hofpital at Gothenburg, founded by 
an individual, Mr. Sahlgren, the annual revenue of which amounts 
to fifteen hundred rix dollars. It contains thirty beds, of which 

two 
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two are appropriated for the delivery of pregnant \votneu r but 
when occafion requires, a greater number is allotted for this be- 
nevolent purpofc ; fomctimes as many as fcven. Any woman, 
whoever Ihc may be, when her time approaches, on ringing a bell 
at any hour during day or night, is inftantly admitted grafts, and 
without being alked any quellions. They alfo receive foundling 
children, and at times maiijtain no lefs than forty or fifty of them. 
The commerce of Gothenburg, is very confidcrable, and compre- 
hends perhaps nr.ore than the feventh part of the exports, and 
about a fourth of the imports of the whole kingdom. The Eaft 
India Company, in which the city of Antwerp and the town of? 
Oftend have a large fhare, fends from one to two orihrec fliips 
annually to China. Though their charter empowers them to 
trade with India, it is but rarely, and to no confidcrable extent, 
that they avail themfdves of tliav privilege. The number of 
trading veflcls ‘ belonging to Gothenburg is about two hundred 
and fifty. About eight hundred foreign tbips enter lire harbour 
annually, and aboutfive hundred Swedifh. One of the principal 
fources of profperity to Gothenburg is the herring ftfliery. Six 
hundred thoufand barrels of falted herrings have been known to be 
fold in one year, and thirty thoufand barrels of oil. To one barrel 
of oil there is reckoned a proportion of ten or twelve barrels of 
heriings. Every fuch barrel contains from a thoufand to fourteen' 
hundred herrings. The fifhing. begins, in Odbbcfj and Wl» till 
February, and fometunes tHl Marcli. TbclKcrings are partly con- 

fumed 
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fumed in (he country itfelf, and partly exported to the Baltic 
and the Mediterranean. 

When a pcrfon is invited to dinner at Gothenburg, it is under- ' 
flood that he is -to pafs with his hofl the whole of the evening, and 
to conclude a pretty conflant fccne of eating and drinking by a 
plentiful fupper. This is a ,pra£lice common throughout all 
Sweden, Stockholm not excepted ; but at the fame time it is to 
be obferved, that it does not now prevail in the houfes of the firft 
order, but is limited to thofe of the fecond and inferior ranks. I am 
told that the caie is very much the fame in the principal towns 
in England and Scotland, including the city and mercantile part 
.of London. It is the cuftom in Sweden, as in other proteftant 
countries where religious zeal is rather fervent, for every one at 
table to fay a (hort prayer to himfelf, both before and after the 
meal. When dinner is over, the guefls return thanks to the 
mafter of the houfc for his good cheer ; and he, on the other hand, 
afliires his:viiitor8 that they are heartily welcome. All this Is 
done with fo ferious and fblemn an oic_that a flranger, if he did 
not recollect himfelf, might be tempted to laugh at this extraor- 
dinary ceremony. This manner, however, of returning thanks 
on the part of the guefls, and the alTurance of their being wel- 
come on that of the mafter of the houfe, formerly appears to have 
been common throughout Great Britain, for traces of it ftill re- 
main in the provinces among the lower clalfes of the people ; 
whofe fafliions, cuftoms^ and modes of life, as well as opinions; 

have 
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have all of them, at fome period or other, beea thole alfo of the 
higher orderi of Ibcicty. At great and formal dinners in Sweden, 
it is ufual to drink healths out of large filver cups filled with 
rhenilh or champaign. The cup goes round, and every one taftes 
of it, fimilar to the old cullom of pledging,* ftill pra£tiled at 
fbme Englilh corporation-fealb. There are certain rules to be 
obferved, with which the guefts arc prcvioully made acquainted. 
If thele be not duly attended to, the delinquent, by way of 
punilhment, is obliged to drink off a whole cup. 

It has been very generally remarked, and I believe juftly, that 
the apothecaries of Gothenburg are not lb ignorant as the fame 
ckfs of men in Paris, Amllerdam, and many other great cities. 
Men’s prelumption and difieganl to conlequences being always 
in proportion to the narrownels of their education and under- 
Ilaudiog, wc may juilly fear that dreadful havoc is o»de, by thele 
triers of experiments, among the blind and credulous multitude; 
At Gothenburg the apothecaries have the advantage of a liberal 
education ; fo that if the inhabitants have the lame propenlity as 
thofe of other places, to fly to thefe underlings of the medical 
art rather than to a phylician, they may indulge it at lead with 
led danger. 

• ThU caftom it obvioafly derived from the feoirity fonnd necefliiry to be jiveo 
in Gothic ages, that an individual ftiould not be fiabbed while he wat taking bia 
draught. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Journey from Gothenburg to Stockholm — Trolhatta : theCataracts, 
and the Canal, which is a moll extraordinar y Work — Some gene^ 
ral Remarks occaftoned by this Canal — Book of Infcriptions kept 
at Trolhatta — Face of the Country between Trolhatta and Stock- 
holm — Agriculture in that Difrict, and its Produce — Mode oj 
bedding the Herfes — Fithia, the lajl Stage before you come to 
Stockholm : Anecdote — < Arrival at Stockholm : Want of Inns — 
Character of Mr. Malmgrein ; his Attention to Strangers. 

TThE journey from Gothenburg to Trolhatta, a diftance of 
about fifty miles, is often made by the Gothenburghers in 
the lummer feafon as a jaunt of plcafure. Going out of the town 
you proceed along the banks of the river Gotha, from which 
Gothenburg derives its name. After advancing about three miles, 
you leave behind you, on the right bank of the river, the fmall 
fortrefs of Bohus, fituated on the fummit of a rock. ' The re- 
mainder of the road to Trolhatta is partly level and good, in Ibme 
places hilly and unpleafant ; and part of It lies acrols roundilh 
and flippery rocks. There is only one place where one can be 
comfortably lodged : this is Eded, about thirty miles from Go- 
thenburg, on the fide of the Gotha. It is aftonifliing that on 
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a fpot (b much frequented as Trolhatta, both by foreigners and 
Swedes, there (hould not be better accommodations ; and that it 
never occurred to any one, as a good (peculation, to fet up a new 
imi. In the one that now exifts ttierc are but four apartments : 
when thefe are occupied, there is no other houfe where a traveller 
can be decently lodged. Trolhatta is a place where the ad^ 
mirers of natural beauties, if they could be tolerably accommo- 
dated, would be tempted to (lop for (everal days ; as it is fcarccly 
poflible in lefs time to have any (atisfactory view of the famous 
cataracts, and the canal, which is one of the bolded and mod 
amazing works of the kind in the world. The cataracts are a 
feries of cafeades, formed by the river Gotha, which i(Tues from 
the lake of Wennern, and being united after many breaks, falls 
in its whole and undivided dream (rom a height of upwards of 
fixty feet, into an unfathomable aby(s of water. 

The canal of Trolhatta has been wrought through the midd of 
rocks by the means of gunpowder. Its obje^ was to open a com- 
munication between the North Sea and the lake of Wennern, by 
continuing the navigation where the Gotha, (^(hing down in ca- 
taraib, ceafes to be navigable. All the bar- iron of Nericia, War- 
merland, and other provinces, is tranlported in fmall boats acro(s 
the lake of Wennern, and along the Gotha, as far as the falls. 
By means of the new canal, the water carriage is prolonged be- 
yond the catarads to where the Gotha becomes again navigable ; 
and .from thence the goods are eafily conveyed on the river to 
Gothenburg. The obvious importance of fuch a cut had long 
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attracted the attention of the SwedHh government, and they em- 
ployed immenfc fums, at diflerent times, during almoft a whole 
century, for the execution of it ; notwithftanding.this vaft enter- 
prize proceeded fo flowly, and with lb little cfFeft, that it feemed 
to mock every human effort of ftrength or (kill.' Its aflual ac- 
complilhment was referved to teach a very important leffbn to 
governments, and all great bodies of men, that though any under- 
taking (hould languilh and fail under their direction, yet it may 
be quickei^ed, and may fucceed, when it becomes the intereft of 
individuals not to embezzle the general Hock, when their fortune 
depends on their entering minutely into all the details of labour 
and expence, and on bringing the work as fpeedily as poflible to 
a juft and happy conclufion. An aftbeiation was formed of 
Gothenburg merchants and others, a joint ftock was railed, the 
privilege of a toll on a future canal was granted and fecured by 
government, (hares in the eventual produce were fold at higher 
and higher prices as the work advanced, and in thecourfe of five 
Or fix years the canal was cbmplet^. The length of this canal, 
on which there an^ine locks, is nearly three mileT; the Width 
thirty-fix feet ; the depth in fome places above fifty. Bafins are 
formed at convenient diftances for various purpolcs, which it is 
nnnecellary to enumerate. It is not ealy for any one to form an 
idea of the diflSculties that were to be furmounted in the forma- 
tion of this wonderful canal, unlefs he had been an eyc-witnels. 
The fpeflator now views the fmooth level as if it had been fo 
always, and lofes fight of the heights and rugged fubftances 
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through which it was neceffary to penetrate before thatlevel could 
be cfFeSed. I law the canal not only when it was accompliflied^ 
but in its laborious progrefe toward completion. This canal, 
which was undertaken and begun by Charles XII. formed part of 
a grand plan mfcditated by Guflavus Vafa, and attempted by Ibme 
of his fucceffors, for joining the Baltic with the North Sea by 
means of a communication cut through the kingdom. If ever 
a canal Ihould be extended from the lake of Wennern, which is 
the largeft in Sweden, being about five hundred miles long and 
feventy-five broad, by Orebro to the lake of Hielmar, the Swedes 
may then,by a conjunGion of this lake with that of Malar, through 
the fluices of Arboga, tranlport all kinds of merchandize in the 
lame veflcl from Gothenburg to Stockhom. Thus a paflage 
would be opened between the North Sea and the Baltic, and, 
among other advantages, the duties of the Sound would be 
avoided. The canal of Trolhatta may juftly be confidcred as 
in fome refpedts charaderillical of the Swcdilh nation ; for it re- 
prelcnts them as they are, prone to the conception of grand en- 
terprifes, and diftinguilhed by mechanical invention. As a work 
of art, and of bold and perfevering defign, it is not too much to 
fey, that it is the firft in the world ; even the Duke of Bridge- 
water’s canal in England, and that of Languedoc in France, not 
excepted. 

There is nothing that communicates to the mind a greater idea 
of human fkill, than the means that have been difeovered for con- 
teying things fVom one place to another. The watery element, 
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apparently deftined to cut off all communication between coun- 
tries, through the exertion and ingenuity of man, is converted into 
a vaft and unbounded medium of their intercourfe. I do not re- 
collect any thing that exhibits fo fenfible and ftriking a triumph 
of art over nature, except perhapsi the afeent of the balloon into 
the atmofphere : though this indeed is to be ranked among dif- 
coveries rather than inventions , and has not by any means given 
birth to fuch a variety of ingenious contrivances as have been dif- 
played in the application of the polarity of the magnet, and of lu- 
nar obfervatlons ; in the extenfion of canals by the perforation of 
hills ; in the erection of bridges, waterlocks, and fluices ; and in 
the conftruction, equipage, and navigation of Ihips. 

Thcfirft ideas, or the firft elements as it were, of navigation, 
are prefented to man in his primitive, rude, and fimple ftate. 
Without entering into the queftion, whether man is or was ori- 
ginally an amphibious animal, as has been maintained by one or 
two whimfical writers, we find that the uncivilized tribes are the 
moft expert fwimmers and divers. They live much in the water 
and on the water in queft of fiflies, in rivers, lakes, and inlets of 
the fca. A tree or log, torn from the margin of Ibme wood by 
the violence of a torrent or a llorm, and floating near them on 
the furfacc of the water, prefents itfelf as a kind of refting place, 
where the exertions of the limbs and arms may be fulpcnded. If 
trees or beams can bear up a man in the water, it occurs at once 
that they will alfo bear up other things. They are Immediately 
vfed for this purpofe. The firft boats accordingly, as w? find 
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from the hiftory of all favages, are trees excavated either by iron, 
or, previoufly to the ufe of iron, by the operation of fire. As the 
elements of navigation are fimplc and obvious, and as this is an 
art intimately connected with the purfuits of men in all ftagcsof 
fociety, both in war and peace, fo we find that the extenfion and 
improvement of navigation has at all times been a favourite obje£l: 
with the greateft princes and the moft flourifliing and adventurous 
republics. Thus we know that Charlemagne formed a defign of 
uniting by means of a canal the Rhine and Danube ; and Peter 
the firft of Rulfia projected a junction between the Don and 
•Wolga, the execution of which was a favourite topic with 
Catharine II. though fhc had not the good fortune to fee it 
accomplifhed. It is referved only for fuch a fucceflor as may equal 
that princefs in extent of conception and fpirit of enterprife. 

The greater part of Hates and princes act moHly from tranfient 
intercHs, which they generally purfue with cabal and intrigue, 
varying their defigns and expedients according to times and cir- 
cumftances, and therefore feldom producing a great effect. In 
proportion as they are lofty in their ambition and comprehenfive 
in their views, they overlook prefent difficulties and prefent ad- 
vantages, in the prolpect of permanent power and future glory. 
Thus the Romans, undoubtedly the greateft people with whom 
we areat all acquainted, being extenfive in their plans, werefteady 
in their conduct. Like the laws of nature, they acted inceffantly 
in all fcafons and all circumftances. The Roman works, aque- 
ducts, roads, walls, amphitheatres, and other ftructures, were fo 
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traiifcendautly great, that when the hiftorical accounts of them 
were loft in the dark ages, an opinion prevailed that they had 
been executed by fupernatural and invifible agents. The kings of 
Sweden,carrying back their views through a long line of anceftry 
to a remote antiquity, and forward through proportionable fpaces 
of time, were naturally inlpired with grand recollections and 
grand defigns. Should an age of darknels again envelope Scaddi- 
navia, and bring back the reign of ignorance and fuperftition, 
the works of Trolhatta, like thofc of the Romans, would 
doubtlefs be afcribed to giants, fairies, or gods. 

At Trolhatta a book is prefented to ftrangers when they are- 
about to leave the place ; and they are requeftied to infcribc their 
namp<; in it, with fomc motto relative to the impreflion made on 
their minds by the falls, or other local circuraflances. This book 
is one of the moll curious mifcellanies any where to be feen, and 
is in my mind of more value than many other books, for the 
light it tlirows on the fubject of human nature. Throughout the 
whole of this collection there reigns a particular humour ; I mean 
a particular turn or temperament of mind, and what the French 
call penchant ; an affectation of wit and fuigularity, and above all, 
an effort of felf-love, or felf-confequcnce, which unveils, not ob- 
Icurely, the true character and weaknels of man. Like thole epi- 
taphs which lofe fight of the dead to fpeak of the living, almoft 
all the inlcrlptions in this, as well as In other memorials of the 
feme kind, are more charactcriftic of their authors than of the 
fubjects to which they refer. One takes an opportunity to Ihew 
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that he can make verfes ; a fecond, gives feme account of his tra- 
vels ; a third, exalts his own opinion on the ruin of that of others ; 
afourth, fets down his name merely for the purpofc of dilplaying 
his title ; while another, from a vanity of an oppofite nature, 
writes his name Amply and nothing more. There is one Englifh- 
man who tells you, that he went to fee the cataracts by candle- 
light : another traveller of the fame nation fays, that neither the 
cataract nor the labour by which the canal was accomplifhed, is 
good for any thing ; that the Swedes are all flaves, crouching 
under the lafh of their mafters; and, in order to exprefs his con- 
tempt, fubferibes thefe remarks by a very indecent name. A third 
Englifhman, more enlightened as well as candid, rejoices to fee 
gunpowder applied to better purpofes than thofe of war, though 
at the fame time he is not of opinion that the condition of the 
people is bettered by commerce.* The French emigrants re- 
count all their own misfortunes, and as well fuited to the fubject 
of Trolhiitta, thofe alfb of the King of France. One emigrant 
produces a long invective againft the patriots. An Englifhman 
writes nothing more than “What will you have us fay ?” The 
following, “Dieu beniffe cette bonne et brave nation !”f is figned 
Kofeiufeo. An immenfe number of pedants make flourilhes of 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Syriac and Arabic. In a word, the writers 

• The words of this Englilhman are— “ It is pleafing to fee gvinpowder ufed 
“ favour of focicty, alihough we do not think that commerce will improve the 
“ happinrls of the people.” 

t God blefs this good and brave nation. 
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of infcrlptions at Trolhiitta, become fometlmcs fb digreflive from 
their fubject, that travellers are found mutually reviling, and 
making pcrfonal allufions to one another. At laft the poor book 
itfclf was rudely attacked by the malignity of certain fplenetic 
perfons, who were not fatified with making many peevifli com- 
ments, but even went the length of mutilating it, by tearing out 
fome of its leaves. On my return through that place in 1 800, 
the infcriptlon I hhd left in 1799 was not to be found. The 
rcafon why it had been implicated in the fame fate with others, 
and torn out, I am wholly at a lofs to imagine. I do not re- 
collect the very words, but I am certain that there was nothing 
in the fentiments that could be juft matter of offence to any 
body. What I faid was to this effect : that the cataracts and 
works atTrolhatta were objects which abundantly compenfated 
to two Italian travellers the want of any thing curious in the 
fouthern parts of Sweden, and which could make them forget 
the beauties of their native country. I replaced my infcriptlon 
with the addition of the following beautiful lines by the Abbe 
DeliUe:— 

Que ne peut point de I'art I’activit^ feconde ! 

Ceft par elle que I'homme eft fouverain du monde, 

Dc la nature en vain tu crois naitre le roi, 

Murtel ! fans le travail rien n’exiftc pour toi. 

Ce globe n’eft foumis a ta vaftc puiflance, 

Qu’a litre des conquetes, ct non pas dc naiflance, 

Et 
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Et tu n’es diftingu^ parmi Ics animaux 

Que par ton noble orgueil, ton g^nie, et tes inaux.* 

Leaving Trolhatta, we proceeded to Stockholm by Weder- 
land, Nericia, Sudermania, and the government of Stockholm. 
Though the country in the near vicinity of Gothenburg be bleak 
and barren, it improves greatly as you recede from that town and 
the lea coafl, and advance north-caft towards the capital. Woods, 
water, rocks, hills tufted with trees, vales and cultivated fields, 
give it not a very rich but a pleafing afpcct. The woods, which 
become fine and thick on each fide of the road, are fbmetimes 
fo extenfive as to flretch out their limits beyond the eye of the 
traveller. They confift chiefly of oak, birch, mountain-aih, and 
firs ; all of them tall but flender, which perhaps is owing to the 
fcanty foil in which they grow. The cattle are fmall, and their 
fleeces hang down like the haif of goats. The horfes I have 
already deferibed. But I ought to add, that when tolerably well 
fed, they are very active. 

On the fubject of horfes I inuft farther obferve, that when we 
came to StrofnAioIm, a fmall palace belonging to the King, on 
the lake of Malar, we went to fee the royal ftables that were 

• Wh.it may not be performed by the fertility of art ? It is by lief means that 
man has become lord of the world. It is a vain thing to fancy that he derives 
this title of foverelgnty from nature — Mortal I there is nothing thine, that does 
not become fo through labour. This globe is not fubjected to the vaA extent of 
thy power by birth-right, but by that of conqueft — thou art only diAinguiilicd 
from other animals by a noble pride, by thjf genius, and by thy miferies ! 
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highly fpoken of, though they would be reckoned but very 
middling, or rather mean, in feveral other countries. I was fur- 
prized to find that there was no ftraw or other bedding for the 
horlcs. The animals (land or lie on perforated boards, like fol- 
diers in barracks. This practice I found to be univerfal through- 
out all Scandinavia. It occurred to me that it might have had its 
origin in the occonomy of faving draw for the cattle in a coun- 
try where winter provender is fo mucli wanted : and, perhaps, 
this may be really the cafe ; though even in Denmark, where 
draw and other provender are abundant, the fame practice is fol- 
lowed. It has been approved by the Veterinary Colleges of both 
Stockholm and Copenhagen, and univerfally adopted by the 
royal and other great families, on account of its falutary effect 
on the foot of the horfe. In countries where the horfes (land 
in a hot-bed produced by their own litter, their feet become ten- 
der and fubject to divers diforders ; but you very feldom fee a 
lame or foundered horfe in Sweden or Denmark,which, if it is not 
to be aferibed to the (kill of the licenfed farriers, who are (at 
lead in the Danifh dominions) all brought up in the Veterinary 
College, may, to a certain degree, be owing to the manner of 
keeping the horfe on boards indead of draw. In mod countries 
wood is dear and fcarce : but if any other fubditute could be 
found for draw in the bedding of horfes, the reduction it would 
bring about in the price of hay and corn mud be very great. It 
is well known that, in many places, draw is the only food that Is 
afforded during the winter months, for cattle and even horfes. 

The 
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The Danifh and SwedWh mode of lodging the horfes has, I 
have been informed, fo far attracted the notice of his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of York, who keeps a Ready eye on whatever 
may contribute to the improvement of the army, that he has given 
orders for the erection of fome baracks on that plan, by way of 
experiment. The refult will be of great importance, if this bed- 
ding on boards, if I may lay fo, lhall be found to preferve the foot 
of the horfe, even though its cxpenfivenels Ihould prevent its ge- 
neral adoption. 

The grain in the country from Gothenburg to Stockholm, and 
I was informed throughout almoft all Sweden, is rye, oats, peas, 
beans, and fome barley. There is fome wheat in Scania, and allb 
in the environs ofUplala. This place was the rcfidence of Odin, 
and ancient capital of Scandinavia ; and in its vicinity there are 
many traces of cultivation, and remains of former fplcndour. In 
Sweden the Rate of agriculture is greatly behind that of moR 
other countries ; the ridges are neither levelled nor evened, nor 
regularly divided. The foil is raifed very confiderably in the 
middle, while both fides are more and more deprived of it ,fo that 
the edges are almoR bare rock. Their winding form at both 
ends prevents the paRage of the waters, to drain off which in Rich 
a climate, Ihould be one of the principal objects. The frelh 
ground to be employed in agriculture is cleared of wood by fire, 
which fpreads fometimes too far, and leav’es around the cultivated 
Ipota wide and inholpitable waRe, inimical to vegetation. The 
deRruction of the woods is undoubtedly the caufe why certain dif- 
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tricts do not now produce the fame grain, or quantity of grain, as 
formerly. Tracesof furrows, now overgrown with heath or mols, 
arc every where found on moors and the brows of hills, in Scot- 
land, Wales, and the North of England ; and allb in Sweden, 
Norway, and even in Iceland. It appeared remarkable that the 
wildcft Ipots through which we pafll-d in our way from Helfing- 
burg to Gothenburg, and from thence to the capital, were not 
covered with heath, but mols, or a coarle kind of grafs commonly 
called bent grafs. The Ihocks of corn and what hay there is in 
Sweden are all placed on wooden frames, railed feveral feet above 
the ground. The Iheaves of corn fet up to dry in the fields are 
not placed in two parallel rows, inclining towards and meeting 
each otlier at the top, with two cap or hooding- Iheaves, but in 
a circular form, and covered with one hooding-lheaf expanded 
at the end, for warding off the rain. 

The Ihepherds in Sweden, as well as in Iceland, have horns 
made of birch- wood. Two excavated pieces of birch- wood are 
clapped clofe together, aneV bound tightly round with the bark of 
the fame tree ; lb that one circular pipe is formed. The found 
made with this horn is Ihrill and woodland, but not unplealant. 
The Ihecp and cattle will come together at certain places and 
times, obedient to this call. It is irt the lame manner that the 
cattle are collected by the herdfmen of the Alps. What I faw 
of the fouth of Sweden affords certainly nothing very ftrikiag to 
the eye ; yet as the country is altogether agreeably varied, and in 
other rcfpects offers much novelty of obfervation, it makes an in- 
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terefting route for a traveller. The paradife of all Sweden is Sca- 
nia, where many of the nobility and people of fortune fix their 
rcfidcncc in fummer. You meet there with fine avenues of trees 
and other improvements of art. But as it is not my intention to 
deferibe the fouthern provinces, I (hall proceed no farther in my 
account, nor do I mean to enter into a detail of the different 
towns in thispartof my journey. Lidkoping, Maricftadt, Orebro, 
and Arboga, might pafs for fourth rate towns in France or Italy. 
The laft ftage, or poft-houfe, called Fithia, is remarkable for 
nothing fo much as its double meaning in the Swedilh language, 
when it is pronounced by ftrangers. I was told by different per- 
fons that this ambiguity frequently ferved as a fubjcct of great 
amufement to Guftavus III. who would fiimetimcs at his table, 
in a very audible voice, alk any ftranger that might happen to be 
prelent, the queftion, how he liked the laft poft'-houfc he had 
pafted in coming to Stockholm, viz. Fithia. The ftranger, igno- 
rant of the equivocation, perhaps faid that he liked the houlc 
very well; or that he thought it but a contemptible little place. 
On which the king would, with little regard to delicacy, fall a 
laughing, and, looking fignificantly at the ladies, obferve, that 
Mr. Such-a-onc was in the right; that Fithia was indeed but a 
paltry little place. This anecdote is introduced here, folcly for 
the purpofe of warning ftrangers againft mentioning this poft- 
houfe in the company of Swedilh ladies. 

We arrived at Stockholm on the iqth of September, 1799, at 
nine o’clock at night. As we had not ufed the precaution of pre- 
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vioudy writing to order lodgings, we were greatly embarrafled, 
bccaufc there are no inns at Stockholm, as in other towns. There 
was indeed one let up by a Frenchman ; but having made a for- 
tune in a few years, this man retired from bufinels, and left his 
houfe to a Swede, who knew not how to manage It. When we 
arrived at this inn, all the apartments were occupied ; and we 
fhould have been utterly at a lofs how to pals the night, if we 
had not been fo fortunate as to meet at the door Mr. Malmgrein, 
the mofl amiable and obliging man in all Sweden. There is not 
a traveller that has ever been at Stockholm, but will lee with 
pleafurc in thefe pages the name of that gentleman, and perhaps 
recollect, upon this occafion, fome act of kindncfs fticwn to him- 
felf by that truly benevolent and eftimable perfon. Mr.. Malm- 
grein, who has but little to do or care for, places his happincfs in 
acts of complailance and goodnefs to others, and particularly in 
Ihewing attention and kindncfs to Grangers. He is always iu 
motion, and always in an equal good humour. 1 believe he was 
never known to be ruffled or dilcompoled by fpleen or anger. He 
is the friend of every one In Stockholm, from the greateft lord to 
the humbleft burgc(s,and equally refpected, beloved, and carefled 
by all. Every body is happy to gratify any wilh of Mr. Malm- 
grein’s, a circumftance which he rarely turned to his ownaccount, 
though he never mifled an opportunity of ufing it for the benefit 
of others. He is the inventor of a game at cards in great vogue 
at Stockholm. He has his eye on eveiy thing that pafles ; he is 
the great maftcr of ceremonies on all occafions ; and wherever 
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you meet Mr. Malmgrein, there you al/b find harmony and good 
order. To the ladies he fhews all the little attentiotis inhis power, 
and appears ever ready and eager to oblige them. It may fur- 
prize the fair, that this man, who pofiTeircsthc advantage of a fine 
perfbn, (hould be fo active and conftant in their fervice from 
motives of the pureft and mod difinterefted nature : in (hort, this 
man Hands fingle in his kind; he has no enemies, becaufehehas 
no ambition ; he has no care, becaufe he has no intereft to pur- 
fue ; he lias no flatterers, becaufe he has no favourite weaknefs ; 
he never experiences any aggrefiions, becaufe he polTefTes in his 
integrity a fliield for their repulfion. Such was the firft perfoa 
we met with at Stockholm, when we were (eeking for fbmc 
pl.ace to pafs the night in, that we might pot be obliged to remain 
in the carriage till morning. It will not appear furprizing, after 
the character I have given of Mr. Malmgrein, that in the fpaceof 
half an hour he provided us with lodgings, a co.ich-houfc for our 
carriage, a valet dc place, and fent to oor apartments an excel- 
lent fupper. On tht? yfity lame evening he wopld needs Ihew us 
the city. As we were Ico'dng about for lodgings, he pointed out to 
us the ftatue of Guftavus III. the Princefs’s Palace, the Opera- 
Houfe, and the North Bridge, at the lame time giving a particular 
account, with the greateft rapidity, of the fuiro employed in the 
conftructlon of thofe edifices, and other particulars ; when they 
were begun; and by whom; how they were carried on, accidents 
that delayed their accomplilhment, and when they were finilhed. 
At firft I took him for a valet de place ; but when I perceived 
. Vpt. I. F that 
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that he was diluted in a very familiar manner by the gentlemen 
that paffed us in the ftreet, and that all the people, wherever we 
went to enquire for lodgings, anfwered his queflions with the 
greateft relpect, and apparent readinels and defire to oblige him, 
I did not well know what to think of my friend. In the morning 
we were awakened early by a band of military mufic, that did us 
the honours of the place at the door of our bedchamber. Having 
a greater inclination to fleep than to hear their performance, we 
gave them Ibme rix-dollars, and wilhed them a good-morrow ; 
but we were deceived in our calculations ; as they found it worth 
their while, they came again two days after to wifh us good bye. 
But as we did not like a continuation of this practice, we fufFered 
them to depart without taking any farther notice of their civility. 
Next day, when we went to prefenl fome of our letters of intro- 
duction, we were aflonilhed to find that all the gentlemen to 
whom they were addrelTcd were already apprized of our vifit. 
They were acquainted with the time of our arrival, and with 
what happened to us fince ; they knew in what fort of carriage 
we had come, the route we had taken, where we lodged, who was 
our lackey, what was our drefs, &c. &c. Thefe circumflances 
did not imprefs us with any great idea of the capital of Sweden ; 
and we anticipated thole inconVcniencies which are ufually ex- 
perienced in a large capital, but without the pleafing freedom of 
living at perfect eafe, and juft as one pleafes, amidft tlic oblcurity 
of an immenfc capital. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 

Topographical Defer iption of Stockholm — Change produced in its Ap- 
pearance by the Ice — Violence of the Cold that prevails in Winter 
—Some Objebis mentioned which are peculiar to the Iflnier Seafon ; 
Water-Carts, Sledges, &c. — A Sugar -Houfe on Fire, and the cu- 
rious Effeils of the Frofi — The Seafon of Summer ; Country Ufe 
of the Nobility and Gentry — Their Diverfons and Amufements— 
Pajfion of the Swedes for Cards and Gaming — Environs of Stock- 
holm — Drottningholm : the Royal Palace — Annual Tournament 
at Drottningholm — The' Royal Park at Stockholm— RoyalProcef- 
fion and yearly Feflival in tlse Park, 

In order to form an idea of the romantic pofition of Stockholm, 
it will be well to cart a look over the accompanying map. 
There are few cities in Europe more advantageoufly lituatcd than 
the one of which I am fpeaking, whether it be confidered in a 
commercial point of view, or with regard to the variety of Ice- 
nery that prefents itfclf to the eye. The latter is particularly en- 
hanced by jhe different profpects of the water with which the 
city is every where indented and encompaffed. From a want of 
topographical knowledge, two Frenchmen, in their tour to the 
North, fay, “ that only the city of Stockholm, properly fo called. 
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“ is built on an ifland.” But the fact is, that the greater part of 
what is called Stockholm is fituatcd, not on one, but fcven or 
eight illands, of which fome arc furrounded by the frcfli water of 
the lake Malar, and fome by the fait water of the lea. The city, 
properly fo called. Hands on an ifland in the midfl of the whole : 

' to the weft it is waftied by frefh, and to the eaft by fait water, 
being placed at the junction ofthe lake Malar with the Baltic Sea. 
The aggregate of the ifles of Stockholm is as follows : i . Stadeti- 
holmen, or City Ifland ; Riddarholmen, or the Knights* Ifland, 
in which is the Town Houfe, and in front of this a ftatuc of 
Guftavus Vafa. 3. Helgelandlholnicn, or the ifle of tltc Holy 
Ghoft. It was here, in the time of Magnus Ladiflaus, that an 
important act was puffed by the diet, or parliament, in the year 
1282, for annexing many large domains' to the crown. 4. Skip- 
pilholmen, or the ifle of Ships, called in the map Admiralftates- 
holmen. Here are barracks and magazines for the flotilla. With 
this, the little ifland of Caftclholmcn is connected by a fmall bridge. 
5. Blasiiholmen, or the ifle of Blafius : this, however, cannot be 
ftrictly called an ifland, becaufe on one fide the channel has been 
filled up by the formation of the king’s gardens, fo that it is now 
joined to the continent. It is here that the faction of the Hats, 
■which was in favour of king Albrecht, in 1389, committed the 
horrid cruelty of burning alive two hundred Swedes. The party 
in oppofition to the Hats, as is Well known, were the Caps; bc- 
caufc they wore this article of drefs, which was confidcred as the 
patriotic diftinction ofthe nation. It wte in Albrecht’s reign that 
1 • ' [ Sweden 
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Sweden fcH under the fway of the renowned Scmlramis of tlw 
North, Margaret ofNorw.sy.* 6. Ladugradftandet, or the land 
of Farms, which was formerly, but is no longer, an idand, 
y. Konuagaholmen, or King’s Ifland. 8. Longholmen, or Long 
Ifland. 

There is a great variety of ftatiom in this infulated and penih- 

* In 1365, Mi"nus, king of Inverlen, had formed the defign of aboliftiing ihe 
fcnatc, and humbling tlw preWnfions of the Swedifli nobles and prelates, who 
were in fact fo many petty fovereigns. But fo bold a fcheme it was not in the 
power of Magnus to accomplifh, though fupported by an alliance with Dnimaik. 
The Ssredith arms in the caufe of liberty, have aUvays been invincible. Magnus, 
wiih Iiish'.ied adherents, after a feries of bloody battles, was driven out of ilic king- 
dom, and his nephew. Albeit of Mecklenburg, was proclaimed king of Sweden in 
his Bead. Albert, inBead of profiting by the difiiBeis ot hispredecefTor, followed his 
example, and lhared his fate. He began his reign with taking poncBion of all the 
caBIcs and Brong holds of the principal nobility, and re-united to the royal do- 
mains more than a third of the fiefs that had for a long time been in the hands 
of the gentlemen, or inferior nobility, and the clergy. In order fai ther to profe- 
cute his plant, he introduced into all pans of the kingdom military corps of 
foreigners ; and for their maintenance levied heavy contributions, and feized, 
without fcruplc or ceremony, the prnperty of rich individuals, whether of laymen 
or of the clergy. Tlic Swcrlifh nobles, fired with indignation and refentment, 
declared to the king, that they no longer owned him for their fovereign, and 
ofiTi’-rcd the cro-.vn and fcejitre to Margaret, queen of Norway. The ambitious 
Margaret did not hefitate to embrace fo inviting an opportunity for annexing 
Sweden to her do.ninions. She ralfcd an army, and at its head marched agaliiB 
Albert. Tlvs prince, fancying that he had nothing to fear from a woman, amufed 
hinifelf with various lailkrics at therxpenceof the queen. Among other jokes 
he f;nt her a large Boiie, which he defired her to ufc for the purpofc of Biarpcn- 
Ing her fc'flars and needles. Siinilar cltfiamcs, embittered by coarfe farcafins, 
we find common to all rude nations. The detnt of Albert in 1388 put an end 
to his jcBs. He was taken captive, carried before the queen, and by her thrown 
into piifon ; from which he was not liberated until he had renounced all claims 
and pretooBons to the Crown of Sweden. ! - . : 
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fulated capital, from which you may furvcy its manifold and lin- 
gular beauties. Steeples, houfes, rocks, trees, lakes, and the 
caftle, which rears its head above the whole, prelent to the eye a 
moft interefting picture. But the point of view which is more 
ftriking than all the others, and where every ftranger Ihould Hop 
and look around him, is the north bridge. Turning towards 
the city, you have in front a view of its whole extent, and of the 
forepart of the caftle, which Hands on the brow of a hill. This is 
a work of fuperb architecture, fimple indeed, but noble and ma- 
jcftic ; not incumbered with that load of uleleH ornaments, 
which greatly disfigured the caftle or place of Copenhaghen, as 
may ftill be feen from the ruins that were left by the fire, which 
has nearly deftroyed that magnificent ftructure. Thence, on the 
right, your eye takes a wide range ; and perceives, among other 
objects, a number of hills adorned whith houfes or with fir-trees, 
and refts with delight on a fmall ifland, embellilhcd with a pa- 
vilion or fummer houle, which is reflected by the limpid furfacc 
of the water, and exhibits a moft pleafing appearance. Near to 
this building, on the right hand. Hands the beautiful houle of 
the Count de Bunge, where a club is held, diftinguilhed by the 
aiame of the Society. A profpect as much diverfified, and not left 
extenfive, is opened towards the eaft, comprehending at Ibme 
diftance the ifle of Blafius, which communicates by means of a 
wooden bridge with Ships-ifland. To the left you lee the theatre 
or play-houle, and to the north you obferve the Nordermalm or 
north-place, in the centre of which ftands a gilt ftatue in bronze 
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of Guftavnis Adolphus. On two fides of this fquare, the right 
and the left, arc two edifices, the fronts of which are in exact cor- 
relpondence and (ymmetry with each other. One of them is the 
palace of the princefs royal, and the other the opera-houlc. It 
is much to be regretted that the houfes in this place are not built 
in fuch a ftyle and order as to anfwer to thefe buildings.' If they 
were altered and embellilhed in a manner analagous to the prin- 
cefs’s palace and the opera-houfe, I will venture to (ay, that there 
are few cities which would afford fuch a magnificent point of 
view as the north bridge of Stockholm would then afford. To 
this is to be added the effect produced on the imagination, by 
the noife of the water rufhing in a violent cataract through the 
arches of the bridge, which completes the romantic affemblage. 
After what has been faid of the fituation of Stockholm, it will 
be eafy to conceive what a change the appearance of the whole 
Icene muft undergo by the oppofite feafbns. 

The grand and mod diftinguifhed feature in the locality of 
that city, namely, being fituated on iflands amidft gulfs and 
lakes, is deftroyed by the ice. The fame water which divides 
the inhabitants of the different quarters in fummer unites them 
in winter. It becomes a plain which is traverfed by every 
body. The iflands are iflands no longer : horfes in fledges, phae- 
tons, and in vehicles of all forts placed on (kates, fcour the gulf 
and lakes by the fide of (hips fixed in the ice, and aflonifhed 
as it were to find themfclves in fuch company on the (ame cle- 
ment. Thofe lakes, which in fummer were brightened by the 
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clear tranfparency of tlieir waters reflecting every object oil their 
banks, and prefentiiig the animated picture of Ikiffs, oars, and 
fmall fails, are now turned into a place of rendezvous for men 
and children mingling in one throng. They walk. Hide, fly about 
in fledges, or glide along on fmall (kates. In the exercife of 
Ikating they difplay great dexterity and addrels, and amufe the 
Ijx'ctators with the cafe and quicknefs of their various move* 
ments ; darting forward with the fpeed of arrows, turning and 
returning, and balancing their bodies according to inclination 
and circumftances, in fuch a manner that it is fometimes diffi- 
cult to imagine what can be their principle of motion. There 
is no part of this great mafs of water that is not arrefled and 
fubdued by the froft, except the current under the north bridge, 
and oh the foudi near the king’s ftables. Here the water, which 
dtiring the keenefe froft dafhes and foams with groat noife 
though the arches of the bridge, fends up majeftic clouds of va- 
pour to a coufiderable height in the atmofphcre ; where, in tlie 
extreme rigour of winter, being converted by the intcnfencls of 
the cold into folid particles, they are precipitated down through 
their weight, and prclenting their furface to the fun, alTume the 
appearance of a fhower of filver fand, reflecting the folar rays, and 
adorned with all manner of colours. In the interior of Stock- 
holm, throughout all its different quarters, every thing in winter 
iti like manner undergoes a fudden change. The fnow that be- 
gins to fall in the latter weeks of autumn covers and hides the 
ftrects for the (pace of fix months, and renders them more plea- 
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fant and convenient than they are in fummer or autumn ; at 
which icafons, partly on account of the 'pavement, and partly on 
account of the dirt, they are often almoft impaflitble. One layer 
of fnowon another, lurdened by the froft, forms a furface more 
equal and agreeable to walk on, which is fometimes raifed more 
than a yard above the ftones of the ftreet. You are no longer 
ftunncd by the irklome noife of carriage-wheels ; but this is 
exchanged for the tinkling of little bells, with which they deck 
their horlcs before the fledges. The only wheels now to be feea 
in Stockholm are thofe of fmall carts, employed by men fer- 
vants of families to fetch water from the pump in a calk. This 
compound of cart and calk always ftruck me as a very curious 
and extraordinary object ; infomuch, that I once took the trouble 
of following it, in order to have a near view of the whimfical 
robe in which the froft had invefted it, and particularly of (he 
variegated and fantaftical drapery in which the wheels wore 
covered and adorned. This vehicle, with all its appertenances, 
afforded to a native of Italy a very Angular fpectacle. The horfe 
was wrapped up, as it (eemed, in a mantle of white down, which 
under his breaft and belly was fringed with points and tufts of ice. 
Stalactical ornaments of the lame kind, Ibmc of them to the 
length of a foot, were alfo attached to his nole and mouth. The 
fervant that attended the cart had on a frock, which was cn- 
crqfted with a Iblid mals of ice. His eye-brow and hair jingled 
with icicles, which were formed by the action of the froft on his 
breath and perfpiration. Sometimes the water in the pump was 
VoL. I. , G frozen, 
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frozen, fo that it became necefTary to melt it by the injection of 
a red-hot bar of iron. I have attempted to make a drawing of 
this carriage ; but it is difficult for art to imitate the operations 
andeffecls of the froft, difplayed in the various appearances of the 
ice; its tranfparency and the fantaftical beauty of its embroide- 
ries are not eafily copied. For the purpole of rendering the de- 
fign more intcrefting, I have cholcn the pump at the bridge near 
the .Mint : this gave me an opportunity of introducing into the 
piece that edifice, which was very near the houfe called Rofena- ■ 
dlcika, where we lodged, and formed an angle of the ftreet lead- 
ing to the fquare of Riddarholmen. In the lame plate I have 
added a reprefentation of one of thofe fmall fledges that are ufed 
for the conveyance of goods or luggage from one place to another, 
which are peculiar, I believe, to the city of Stockholm. Neither 
men nor women carry any thing on their heads or Ihoulders, 
but employ thele fledges, which they pufli on before them. 
When they come to a declivity, they reft with their left hip and 
thigh on the fledge, and glide down to the bottom with a velo- 
city, which to a ftranger appears both aftonilhing and frightful, 
guiding all the while the motion of the fledge with their right 
foot. The addrefs with wlych they perform this, it is not ealy 
for any one fo conceive who has not witnefled it. If you add to 
the objefts which I have been delcribing, the curious appearance 
of the many diiFerent pcllices that are worn with the furs on 
the outfide, you will imagine what a ftriking feene the ftreets 
of Stockholm in winter prelent to a foreigner, elpecially to one 
•who came from the fouthern part of Europe. 
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In the winter 1799, I beheld at Stockholm a fpeflacle of a 
very uncommon nature, and fuch as I never, in all probability, 
fhall lee a fecond time. It was a fugar-houfc on fire in the 
fi^burb, on the fouth fide of the city. The accident being an- 
nounced by the difchargc of cannon, all the fire engines were 
immediately hurried to the aid of the owners, Tire leverity of 
that winter was fo great, that there was not a finglc fpot near, 
where the water was not frozen to the depth of a yard from the 
furface. It was ueceflary to break the ice with hatchets and 
hammers, and to draw up the water as from a well. Immedi- 
ately on filling the calks, they were obliged to carry them off 
with all poffible fpeed,*left the water Ihould be congealed, as in 
fa^t about a third part of it was by the time it could be brought 
to the place where it was wanted. In order to prevent it as much 
as poflible from freezing, they conftantly kept ftirring it about 
with a ftick ; but even this operation had only a partial effed. 
At laft, by the united power of many engines, which launched 
forth a great mafs of water, the fire was got under, after dcAroy* 
ing only the roof, the houle itlelf being very little damaged. It 
was in the upper ftorics of the building that the ftock of fugar 
was depofited; there .were alfo many veffels full of treacle, which 
being broken by the falling-in of the roof, the juice ran down 
along the fides of the walls. The water thrown up to the top of 
the houfe by the engines, and flowing back on the walls, ftaircafes, 
and through the windows, was flopped in its downward courfc 
by the mighty power of the frofl. After the fire was extinguilhed, 
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the engines continued for fome time to play, and the water they 
difcharged was frozen almoft the inflant it came in contaft with 
the walls already covered with ice. Thus a houfc was formed of 
the moft extraordinary appearance that it is pofliblc to conceive. 
It was Co cutious an obje<5t that every body came to gaze at it as a 
fomething wonderful. The whole building, from top to bottom, 
was incruftated with a thick coat of ice : the doors and windows 
w'ere doled up, and in order to gain admiHion it was neceffary 
with hammers and hatchets to open a palfigc ; they were obliged 
to cut through the ice another ftair-cafc, for the purpole ofafcend- 
ing to the upper ftorics. All the rooms, and what remained of 
the roof, were embellilhcd by long llalaiftites of multifarious 
Ihapes, and of a yellowilh colour, cornpofed of the treacle and 
congealed water. This building, contemplated in the light of the 
fun, feemed to bear fome analogy to thofe diamond caftles that 
are raifed by the imaginations of poets. It remained upwards of 
two months in the lame Hate, and 'was vifited by all the curious. 
Tlic children in particular had excellent amufcmcnt with it, 
and contributed not a little to the dcflrudlion of the enchanted 
palace, by fcarching for the particles of fugar, which were 
found in many places incorporated with the ice. 

The change of the lealons produces at Stockholm, as every 
where ell’e, a dilTertnce in the amufements and occupations of 
the people. But it is not in many places that this diffeience is 
fo ILnfible felt as at Stockholm. During the long days of fum- 
mer, ;whea the twilight for more than a whole mouth luperledes 
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the u(e of candles, all the inhabitants of tolerable fortunes quit 
the town and retire to the country. There they continue the 
three or four following months, in fpitc of every inconvenience 
which the weather may occafion. Their country houfes are fitted 
up in a ftyle of great magnificence and luxury, and many fami- 
lies live at more expence in thefe manfions than in their town 
refidcnces. Thole villas are for the moft part plcal'antly fituated, 
and embcllilhcd by works of art, which fccond and improve the 
efforts of nature. You there find hot-houfes, in which they raile 
peaches, pine-apples, grapes, and other fruit. All kinds of wines, 
liquors, and other delicacies, are lavilhed at the table of a Swedifh 
gentleman, or rich manufacturer, or merchant, in the country. 
The ceremonies and ftiffnefs that prevail at town entertainments, 
arc as much as polTible laid afide. The houfes of the merchants 
are the moft. agreablc as well as the beft maintained, becaule 
they live in the moft unreftrained manner, that is to lay, with the 
leaft etiquette, and arc the richeft clafs of fociety. The nobility 
never can diveft thcmfelves entirely of that formality which feems 
to be a part of their inheritance, and confequcntly they do not 
enjoy the pleafures of the country in perfect o i. The two French 
travellers previoudy mentioned, who certainly entertained no 
prejudices againft the nobility, made the fame remark in their 
journey through Scania ; and it may be juftly extended to the 
whole of that order in every part of Sweden. “ Many gentle- 
“ men,” they fay, “ pafs the fummer in the country, and fome 
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“ of them the whole year. But a refidencc in this province, from 
“ ridiculous vanity, is by no means fo agreeable as it might be. 
“ The vifits of gentlemen to one another are always vifits of cere- 
“ mony. “I hey are attended with their horfes, dogs, and a train 
“ of fervants,and remain at each others houfes forfeveral days to- 
“ gether. Their round of vifits being made, they live at home 
“ for the remainder of the year. They are (b conceited of their 
“ rank, that they will not admit women of inferior birth into their 
“ company, even though they be married to perfons of the higheft 
“ quality.” 

The Swedes know nothing of horfe-racing, nor arc they at all 
acquainted with what the Englith call hunting. When th^ 
Ipeak of the chacc, they mean by it the Iport of Ihooting game. 
In this they fancy themfelves great adepts, though they have not 
attained to any degree of Ikill in the art, and are by no means to 
be compa<’ed to the fportfinen of Italy or England. Hawking, 
and the various modes of catching birds, which conflitutc lb great 
a Iburce of amulement in Lombardy, are wholly unknown to 
them ; nor do they take any great pleafure in riding on horte- 
back, or in other diverfions and fports of the field, that yield a 
mixture of pure air and bodily exercife. " The great enemy to the 
fpirit of focicty in Sweden, both in town and country, and that 
which renders their parties the moft heavy and infipid in Europe, 
is cards and other games of hazard. Ladies and gentlemen, old 
and young,neither think nor dream of any thing but cards. There 
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is no enjoyment without play. No perfoii is looked upon as fo- 
ciable and pleal’ant, uiilcfs he knows how to play at bojlon:* this 
is reckoned the height of focial accomplilhment. All you can 
do in I'ummer in the open air for your amufement, is to make 
excurfions in the environs' of Stockholm, or to faunter in the 
garden of Vauxhall, which is an humble imitation of that near 
London. As for walking about in the town, that is out of the 
queftion, on account of the pavement of the ftrccts, which, I be- 
lieve, is by far the worft that can be met with in Europe. There 
arc fometimes carriage- races, and aUb boat-races, or what they 
•call regatta, which ferv'e as a temporary diverfion. The prin- 
cipal walks or excurfions arc, to the royal parks at Ulrikillal, 
Haga, Drottningholm, and Carleberg. The king has fome palaces 
in the vicinity of Stockholm, befidcs thofe of Griplholm, and 
Strdmfliolm ; but the moft beautiful, as well as the moll fre- 
quently inhabited, is that of Drottningholm. 

Drottningholm, or Queen’s Ifland, is fituated at the dlftanceof 
fix miles from Stockholm, on an idand in the lake of Miilar. 

. The palace or cafUe Hands on the edge of the lake, which here 
prelents'a magnificent view. The fituation of the palace is beau- 
tiful, and the gardens belonging to it being of confiderable extent 
add much to its allurements. This building appears to great ad- 
vantage. The front and back parts are perfectly uniform, each 
containing thirty-one windosvs, bclidcs thofe in the two pavilions 
or wings. Near the place is a number of houles, in which one 
* Bolton is the name of a game at carJi not unlike that of calino. 
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hundred and feventy gentlemen may be conveniently lodged. 
The princes and princclTes have each feparate pavilions. The fide 
of the palace frojiting the lake has a flight of fieps, with a balu- 
flrade, which is ornamented with iron flower-jjots. On a kind 
of platform, between the flcps and the caftle, ftand two fmall 
flatues in bronze; and another of the fame compofitionis placed 
between the fieps and the lakf, reprefenting Nepjunc. On the 
fiair-cafe are two lions of marble holding fcutcheons, and feveral 
other marble fiatues. On the oppofite fide of the palace, parallel 
to the whole length of the building, is a terrace adorned with a 
balufiradc, and two brazen fiatues. In the midfi of a grafs-plot,^ 
or bowling-green, on which a few yew-trees are planted, is a large 
bafin of water, with a Hercules defiroying the hydra : there arc, 
befides this, feveral pieces of water of fmall fize, and a numljcr of 
figures in bronze are arranged around thofe bafins. At each end 
of the terrace is an iron gate, over one of which are two lions in 
bronze, and over the other two horfes. Defcending from the ter- 
race, you fee four large \'afes and four fiatues of the fame metal. 
All the works in bronze which you obferve here, were taken at 
Prague in the thirty years war. On one of the vafes you perceive 
the cypher of the Emperor Ferdinand II. They are, for the moft 
part in the fiyle of the Florentine fchool, in which the German 
artifts ufed at that time chiefly to fiudy. The walks in the garden 
are well laid out, hut in a fafhion that approaches too much the 
fiiffncfs of fiudied regularity. One quarter of it,called Canton^ an 
imitation of the Chinefe manner. Here is erected a large pavilion 
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amidft a dozen of (mailer ones, each dcftincd for different pur- 
poles : the whole refembles the rcfidence of a mandarin. Of the 
Ihaaller pavilions there is one that contains a complete forge and 
work-fhop, with the neceflary apparatus for making locks; an art 
in which Guftavus III. is faid to have excelled, and which he fre- 
quently pradlifcd. It is cuftomary, among Mahomedait princes, 
or perhaps a duty enjoined by their laws, to learn in their youth 
Ibme trade, by means of which they may gain a fubfiftence, in cafe 
of their being reduced to tliat neceflity by (bme of thofe fudden re- 
volutions, which are incident to alldelpotic governments. I do not 
fuppofethat GuAavus III. was a£hiated by any fuch motive ; but as 
this prince, from fome rcafbn or otlier, chofe to be a mechanic, 
there was a lingular propriety in a king of Sweden becoming an 
artificer in brafs and iron. The other pavilions ferve for bed- 
rooms, for fupper-rooms, dancing and card-rooms. The furni- 
ture, which is very fplendid, was brought from China ; but, after 
all, the objed with which a fpedator is moft forcibly impreffed 
in the pleafure-grounds of Drottningholm,isthe contrail between 

trees and flowers ahd barren rocks. In the palace itfelf is to be 
/ 

leen an elegant library; fitted up with great tafle. Befides a well 
chofen collcdion of books, it contains a number of Etrurian vafes, 
fome of them highly valuable. Among an immenfe number of 
mauulcripts, there is one by the celebrated QueenChriftiana, en- 
titled A^e/laneous Thoughts', alfba copy in the hand- writing of 
Charles XII. when a child ; on one of the leaves of which is in- 
VoL. I ■ H feribed 







TnAvr.Ls Tnnorcn sw'EDEV. 

fcribed 'Jncerc aut mors* Many paffages are here tranfcribed 
from Cornelius Ncpos and Quintus Curtius. Befides books, the 
library comprehends a cabinet of natural hiftory and another of 
ancient and modern medals, and likewife a colkaion of original 
Flemilh, -Dutch, and Italian paintings. The whole forms a 
monument of that love of fcience, and tafte for the fine arts, 
which fo eminently diftinguifhed the 'queen of Sweden, mother 
to Guftavus HI. and filler to Frederic the Great of Pruflia. The 
medals are depofited in eight chefts, withone hundred and twenty 
drawers. The princefs juft mentioned inftituted alfo an academy 
of bclles-lettrc*, who, during her life time, held their meetiiigs 
at Drottningholm. The palace of Drottningholm farther offers 
to your view a gallery of paintings, the principal fubjefts of 
which are, the battles and viftorics of the kings and princes of 

Sweden. 

Every year an exhibition takes place at Drottningholm, at the 
king’s expence, reprefenting a tournament, m which all the laws 
of chivalry are obferved with the greateft exaftnefs. This Ihew, 
which is generally attended by an immenfe crowd of fpeftators, 
carries the Imagination back for four or five centuries. It was 
particularly brought into vogue by GuftavusIII. who was a great 
lover of whatever tended to imprefs the mind with ideas of gran- 
deur. His prefent Majefty, who (hews a difpofition to tread in 
the footfteps of his father as much as poflible, after his acceffion to 
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the throne revived this yearly feftival, which during the regency- 
had been for fome time difeontinued. When I was in Sweden,- 
the day fixed for the celebration was the 30th of Auguft. A few 
days before a grand ball was giV’Cn, during which the crown herald* 
entered the room, and proclaimed the royal challenge in the fol-* 
lowing words : “ Guftavus the fourth, Adolphus-, by the grace ofi 
“ God, themoft puillant king of the Swedes, Gqths, and Vandals,* 
“ to all our faithful and beloved counts,barons, knights, and gen- 
“ tlemen of ourkingdom, pofTefTed of gallantry and virtue, health.’ 
We make them a tender of our royal gopd will, and we pray God 
“ to have them in his holy keepliigj all and every oile of them,* 
“ according to his birth, rank, and dignity. Havihg obferved with 
“ pleafure that the nobility of our kingdom in general, and more 
“ efpecially thofc who are neareft our perfbn,. the officers of our 
“ crown, and other gentlemen belonging to our -court,' are, ftill 
“ animated with the noble 'defire of glory, with the valour Uiid, 
ardour for brave aflions, by which the knights of Sweden were 
1‘ fo greatly difUnguifhed of bid; and that, our faid nobility hath 
‘t on all occafiolis given , ftriking proofs of courage ; and being 
“ willing, after the example of our anccflors, to do all with’ui our 
“ power to cherlfh and fupport that precious love of honour, 
“ which forms heroes in the very midfl ,of peace ; and further, 
“ to preferve a'talle fbc; warlike cxercHesJ by affording opportu-, 
*t nitiestothofe poflcflcdbf military fpirit mfignalize thcmfelves; 
forthofcrcafonswe hafverefolved,according-to ancient cuftom, 
to hold a public tournament at our caftle of Drottniugholm, 
•i. Ha “ where 
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“ where, in conjunction with a number of knights, counts, 
“ barons, and other gentlemen of name and arms, vot will tnain- 
“ iatn and defend againft all who fliall lawfully be admitted to 
* ‘ thefe escercifes, and fliall prefent themfelves at the barriers of the 
“ circus, and in the prefence of judges elected for the occaflon, as 
“ wellagainfl all collectively as againfl each individually, tbeU the 
“ laws of honour, enlivened by thofe of love, acqstire double force i» 
“ the hearts oj valorous knights ; w hi<fli opinion we and our knights, 
armed at all points, will defend on horfeback againfl all the 
“ knights who fliall oppofe it, by joufts and alternate combats,' 
with halberd, javelin, fword, and piflols; in which combat the 
“ laws fliall beoblerved which we nowprelcribc.” (Herethelaivs 
were recited.) Thefe laws or conditions were accepted by the 
knights, who promifed to prefent theralelvcs on this honourable ap> 
peal, and to maintain, 7%<ir the laws of honour have fufficientfeswer 
(f themfelves in the hearts of valorous knights, and that, fo far from 
receiving any additional force from lave, it is, on the contrary, by unit- 
ing with chivalry, that love obtains its ffdendour and duration ; and 
thereupon they craved liberty to appoint, as judge on their part; 
one who was named in their declaration or deed ofacceptance. As 
to the particulars of this fete, which lafted feveral days, it will be 
fufficient to fay, that every thing was attended to which we read 
of in the accounts ofancient tournaments, and that the prizes were 
diftributed on the laft day, under the direction of the queen, ac- 
cording to die fentence of the appointed judges. By one of the 
Jaws it was granted that the knights might wear upon their armour 

- i the 
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the ribbands or favours of their ladies. It was in the power of the 
ladies topropofe prizes for which the knights were to contend, by 
running at the ring. This, I believe, is the only inAance in our 
days of an attempt being made to reftore a fpccies of diverfion, 
which for Icveral ages had fallen into difulc, though in former 
times it was extremely popular. It was liiited to the manners of 
that period in which it ilourilhed, and productive not only of plea* 
fure but real utility. This can at prefent fcarcely be fuppoled to 
be the cafe, as the mode of warfare and the Ipirit of heroilm now 
exilUng, feem to require excrcife and accompUfhments of a very 
different k'md. It is not ealy to afcertain precilely the epoch 
when tournaments were ffrff inffituted, nor can we with certainty 
determine on the patron to whom the honour of the invention is 
due. It is claimed by the Engliffi, the French, and Germans : 
yet we may fo far fix the time, as to aflume that tournaments 
began to be know about the ninth century, and that they are of 
caftern origin. In the early period of the inffitution, it was not 
ufual for females to attend at the tournaments, but fubfequently 
they overcame their reluftance to icenes of bloodfhed, and never 
failed to form a conliderable part of the circle of fpedlators. No 
doubt their prefence added greatly to the brilliancy of the aflem- 
blage, and contributed much to the repute and continuation of 
this barbarous iuflitution. 

It may be obferved, that the name tournament was originally 
bellowed upon all kinds of ntilitary combats and exercifes, 
achieved, according to certainregulations, by a number of knights 

i and 
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and their fquires, both for amufement and to fliew their valour 
and adlivity. On the other hand, jouft fignified fmgle combat, 
when knight was oppofed to knight, and fquire to Iquire, with 
javelin or dagger. After the proclamation of a tournament, and 
whilll the place of adtion was preparing, the knights difplayed 
their titles and rights for entering the lifts, by an exhibition of the 
the armorial bearings of their families, which were expofed to 
public view in the cloifters of fome adjoining monaftery, I 

The royal park which is very large, and planted with trees of 
various kinds, is fituated at the eaft fide of Stockholm, towards the 
fea. On the firft day of May the king and all the court, in their 
carriages, accompanied by aguard, go in proceflion round the park 
two or three times. Sometimes the king and prince will alight 
from their carriages, and converle with the foreign minifters or 
other favourites, who happen to be prelent at this ceremony. On 
a fmall eminence of the park which projedb into the fea, the Spa- 
nifh ambaftador has not long ago built a fummer houfe. All the 
fhips pafting and repaflingfrom the harbour of Stockholm come fo 
near to this promontory, if I may call it by this name, as alitioft 
to touch it : and a perfbn may fpeak with crew or paflenger* 
from the windows of that lodge, without raifing his voice above the 
ufual pitch. When in the lodge, you fancy yourfclf on board of a 
fhip, not on terra firma. In this there is a fingularity and novelty, 
which gives an incitement to the mind, and gratifies the imagina- 
tion, in rough weather, by a momentary apprehenfion of danger, 
loon changed into Joy by the recolleGion that there exifts not the 

leaft 
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leaft ground for alarm. Some of the Roman emperors, if I recollefk 
juftly, were fond of ftretching out piers and building houfes on a 
foundation raifed in the fea : whims of this kind are to be metwith 
in every age and in every country. The king, of whofe domains 
the park forms a part, has allotted portions of it to feveral noble- 
men, with a view of engaging- them to build houfes there. The 
Spanifli ambalhidor, for the improvement of his fanciful manfion, 
has, at a very confiderable expence, carried the foundation of it 
farther into the fea ; and thus created the mod delightful fummer 
refidencc that can he imagined. 

On the twenty-fourth of June, or Midfumm«r-day, it is the 
cuftom to place (hrubs and flowers at the doors of great houfes, 
as they do in France on the firft of May, and according to what 
I have heard allb in England, On that day the king and royal 
family come to the park, where they take up their abode in tents 
for the remainder of the month, that is, for the Ipace of nearly a 
week. A camp is formed of the garrifon of Stockholm, compofed 
of two regiments of foot-guards, feme companies of horfe-guards, 
and a corps of artillery. Along the lines of the camp they raife 
poles or polls, adorned with branches of cyphers, and femetimes 
fcutcheons with mottos or devices. At the foot of the polls are 
placed barrels of beer on wooden frames : about fix or feven 
o’clock in the afternoon, on a particular figual, the barrels are 
opened ; when each feldier is prefented with a pipe, a loaf of 
bread, two herrings, and feme money. All this is done at the 
cxpenceof the officers. In the mean time the military mufic plays, 

and 
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and the foldicri begin to drink and to dance. Upon each of the 
barrels fits a foldier, in the form of a Bacchus, or feme other 
figure, more or lefs ridiculous. Thole that arc drelTed up in this 
manner firft take the liquor and propofe the toafis, which are ge- 
nerally numerous, and confiantly accompanied with the cry of 
vivat, anfwering to the Englilh huzza. When any of the royal 
family, or a general officer, chance to pafs by, their healths are 
drank, and always with the fame accompaniment of vivat. A 
kind of mafquerade enfues for a Ihort time, during which the 
foldiers amufc the people, that flock round them in the lines of 
the camp, with fongs, and indulge themfelves in various freaks 

and adls of merriment. On the beating of the retreat, every 

♦ 

thing is again fubmitted to the reign of order. Such fcfiivals, 
without diminifhing relpeft, certainly tend to excite in the fbU 
diery and people an intereft and attachment to the royal family. 
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• CHAPTER IV. 

The Months of May and June, September and October, particularly 
difagreeable, on Account of the Weather — PruauUons againfl the 
Severities ej Winter, Stoves, and Warm Clothing — Amufements oj 
the Capsial in IVinter — Plays, Operas, Concerts, Balls and Af 
femblies — An Account of the Sviedijh Ladies, their Beauty, Ac- 
compli/bments and Manners — Women of another Defeription-^ 
Character of a Swedijh Petit Matt re — Spirit of Society ; Mufic ; 
Dinner-parties — Formality and Reflraint of Swedijh Manners — 
Etiquette (f the Court — Cofume of Drefs — Private Suppers given 
by the King and Royal Family — Intercourfe between the Court and 
the People, and their mutual Relations of Condefeenfon and Rt- 
Jpect — Great AJfemblies at the Exchange, which are honoured by 
the Prefence ef the Royal Family — Places of public Refort, and 
their Expences — A Club called the Society. 

When the cold of winter drives the people of fortune 
into the capital, then begin at Stockholm plays, operas, balls, 
and great dinners, whi(^ during the fummer months had been 
fufpended. Some; months of the year are iii' Sweden extremely 
dilagrceable : September and October, when the rains iet in t 
and May and June, when the thaw commences. At thefc two 
VoL. I. I feafons 
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fcaibns travelling becomes almofl impoflible, and the capital, as 
well as other towns, is fo clogged and blocked up with mud and 
dirt, that you can fcarcely move from one place to another. It 
is for this reafon that the Swedes fo generally wear outer flioes, 
called galocbes, which are very ufeful and neceflary for the pre- 
fervation of health, by keeping the feet from wet. At this Icafon 
a carriage of one’s own becomes indifpenfably necelTary, for the 
hackney coaches of Stockholm are fo filthy as not to be'endured 
by any lady, or almoft any gentleman. 

It is not unnatural to fuppofe, that in the midft of a Swedilh 
winter an Italian would run a rHk of perilhing through cold ; 
but this is by no means the cafe. I was at Stockholm all the 
winter of 1 799, when the cold was at or below twenty-five de- 
grees of the thermometer of Celfius ; and I can declare with 
perfect truth, that I fufFered much lefs from feverity of the 
weather than I have fometimes done in Italy. If the cold in 
thofe climates be great, the means of warding off its effects are 
proportionably great. The ftoves in Sweden are the moft ingeni- 
oufly contrived for heating a chamber, and keeping it warm with 
a very fmall quantity of fuel, of any in Europe. They arc rather 
dangerous, it is true, if entrufted to ftrangers,who do not know 
how to manage them, and who, by (hutting up the vent at an 
improjjer time, may occafion too great ^ expenditure of vital air. 
But the Swedes know fo exactly tRe moment when it ts fit to 
dole the air-hole, that there is fcarcely an inftance of any acci- 
dent happening from the ufc of ftoves in Sweden. They arc in 

general 
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general fo conflructed, as to correlpond in their appearance with 
the furniture and ftyle of the apartment in which they are placed. 
A great number of pipes proceed from the ftove, which do not 
merely ferve to conduct the fmoke, but their chief ule is to cir- 
culate the heated air that is combined with the fmoke through- 
out the apartmenL It is true that, in order to refill the power of 
winter at Stockholm, you muft, when you go out, carry about 
with you a whole wardrobe of cloaths ; this inconvenience, how- 
ever, is little thought of, when cuftom has rendered it familiar. 
I have often been greatly diverted at feeing a Swede, before he 
came into a room, divefting himfclf of his pcllice, great coat, 
and upper flioes, aud leaving them in the anti-chamber. The 
veftments or exuvia of ten perfons arc fufficient to load a large 
table,. 1 knew a^gentleman, who difliked pelliccs, and fubftituted 
common great coats, of which he wore two at a time, Theic, 
with two pair of gloves, his galoches, and his flick, make alto- 
gether ten different articles for the anti-chamber, viz, two great 
coats, two galoches, four gloves, one flick, and one hat. A good 
memory is requifitc not to forget any of thofc articles on taking 
your leave. When a gentleman has occafion in winter to go any 
where on foot, or to walk ever fo fhort a diflance from his car- 
riage, he wears great jack-boots, lined with fur or flannel, and un- 
der them fhoes and white flockings ; the boots he pulls off in the 
anti-chamber. With fuch boots and a good pellice, a man may 
fet the utmoft feverity of cold at defiance. 

Of the winter amufements of Stockholm, I do not feel any 
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great inclination to be particular ; nor do I apprehend that in- 
formation of this kind is very generally intcrelHng, Theatrical 
entertainments, which among nations that have arrived at a high 
degree of civilization and refinement, ^ire confidered as a great 
fource of pleafure, are not fo much fought after by the inhabi- 
tants of Sweden. Guftat-us III. was the firft king who wiflied to 
excite a tafte for the theatre; in his reign, therefore, the ftage 
met with great encouragement, and rofe high in reputation. 
The opera at Stockholm was thought little inferior to that at 
Paris. Befides forae very good fingers, feveral excellent ballet- 
dancers were engaged ; but fince that king’s death it has greatly 
fallen off, and is now very little attended to. The Swedes have 
never at tiny period difeovered an original genius for mufic. All 
the operas hitherto performed in Sweden are either traiiflations 
from French or Italian pieces, or the works of fome foreign mat- 
ter. As to mufical compofitions, not a fingle piece has been pro- 
duced fince the departure of Vogler, that comes up even to me- 
diocrity. If indeed the mere application of mechanical rules, 
without any knowledge of declamation or fenfibility of foul, were 
fufficient to conftitutc a compofer in mufic, we might confer 
that appellation on Mr. Hofner, and with the fame juftice we 
might call Mr, Kainficr a finger, if voice alone gave a claim to that 
appellation. Or, if it were pofiiblc for any one to excel in vocal 
performance without voice, modulation, or method, we might 
rank Madame Mcllo, Mademoifelles Stading and Myabcrg, Mr. 
Stenborg and others, in the number of virtuofi. The dramatic rc- 
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prefcntatioiis mod reliflicd, and which to thofe who know the 
Swedifli language arc certainly the mod intercding, are the little ^ 
pieces acted by young perfons who are training up for the opera. 
Among thefe there are now and then fomc who give true indica- 
tions of genius in their attempts. Thofe little operas, as well as 
plays, are exhibited in the old theatre. Befides the royal theatres 
there is that of Mr. Stenborg, where the comic operas are given. 

It is but little frequented by people of rank, and k in every ref- 
ptet much inferior*to the other houfes. 

I was told an anc^ote of a celebrated actrels at one of the royal 
theatres in the reign of Gudavus III. which ferves in fome mea- 
liire to pourtray that monarch, and at the fame time to paint the 
airs in which the vain and conceited race of players were led to 
indulge themfclves bythc condefeenfion of the king. The drd 
aarefs in the national theatre was a Danifli woman of the name 
of Walters, who was the daughter of a common lailor, but had 
received a good education at Copenhagen for the dage. Being 
handfome, as well as didnnguidicd in hd^rofedion, die had many 
admirers, whom it was her delight to torment by every fpecies of 
caprice. Her infiilence becarne fo great through habitual indul- 
gence, that (he did not hefitate to difplay it even .towards the king 
himfelf. Confidering her falary as inadequate to her merit, die 
petitioned for an augmentation of her allowance, and one day per- 
fonally applied to the king in a tone very pofitiveand peremptory. 
His majedy dcfired her to be content with the prefent payments, 
and told her, in a very decided naanner, that die mud not expect 

her 
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her falary to be ever increafed. “ Very well, ” laid the lady, 
“ then I demand my dirmiflion. ’* “ You fliall neither be dif- 

“ milTed, nor better paid.” “ O ! then I lhall make my efcape — 
“ fly from the country, and never (hew my face in it again, ” 
“ You may try, but you will probably not find it very ealy toget 
“ out of the kingdom, if I forbid it,” A Ihort time after, notwith- 
ftanding the vigilance with which Ihe was watched by order of 
the court, flic fucceeded in her plan, and at the laft poft-houfe 
wrote in the day-book the following lines to ttie king : “ Sire, it 
“ is much eafier to eftapc from your kingdoJff than you fuppofe.” 
She defired that this day-book might be fliewn to his majefty ; 
and as a curiofity it was fent to him. She then went to Copen- 
hagen, where being known and received with great applaule, flie 
attached herfelf to that ftagc. The king of Sweden, Ibme time 
after, made new propofals to her, which flie at firft treated with 
great difdain, but at length having obtained the fum Ihe de- 
manded, flic returned in triumph to- Stockholm. 

The concerts andbalflkhichare given in the winter Icalbn are 
thole at the Exchange, Vauxhall, and Ibme particular Ibcieties 
and private houfes. As to the concerts at the Ha'll of the Knights, 
tliey are fcarcc worthmentioning, becaufe they areingeneral made 
up of the fame fingers and the lame band as the former. The 
foreign virtuofi, who palling through this city go to hear them, 
are always difappointed, and almoft in every refpect dififatisfied. 
Among the principal public amufements in winter are the balls at 
the Exchange, To the lovers of dancing thefe arc a very great 

rcfource. 
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refource. In the centre of the building is a large ball-room, and 

V 

on either fide apartments for card-players. Thelc balls are fre- 
quented only by people of falhion ; but thofe;at Vauxhall are open 
to every body, and in general abound with bad company. The 
alTemblies at the Exchange afford a very pleafing fight. There, in 
one evening you may fee all the beauties of the capital collected 
together. 

The ladles of Sweden arc, generally fpeaking, very handfbme. 
Their countenances bear the characteriffic of northern phyfiog- 
nomy, which is an expreffion of the mod perfect tianquillity and 
compofure of mind, mdicating nothing of that pa^on and fire 
which, to every difc^rning oblerver, is vifible in the features of 
the French and Italian ladies. As there is but little gallantry or 
attention fhewii them by the men, and as they pafs a great part of 
their tim^either alone or amongff themfelves, their converfatioii, 
though they are well educated, poffeffes but a finall lharo either of 
Variety or intereft ; and of that happy art of fupporting conver- 
fation with vivacity, which lb eminently diftinguifhes our Italian 
ladies, they are wholly deftitute. The principal object that em- 
ploys their time and attention is drefs; and this anxiety is rather 
the effect of an ambition to outlhine their rivals in degiiicc and 
fplendour, tlian the refult of an eagqfnels to pleafe the men and 
make conquefts. They are, however, not free from the ia piiti- 
tion of coquetry, becaufe they are certainly fond of admii anonanJ 
praife : tliey wiould like to fee every man at their feet, and •.’. o i'i i 
R'ifh to be called the belles of the North : but their pr.'daminiat 

paffion 
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paffion is a defire of public notice and diftiiiction. There is not 
an individual for whom they feel, in their heart, fuch (Irongand 
violent fentiments of friendlhip, tendernels, and love, as are 
found in thofe who live in warmer climates. 

The fame conftitution which produces diftance and referve in . 
one clalsof women, is the caufc of cxceffivc licentiouln^fs in the 
inferior orders. The prodigality of their kindnefs is in proportion 
to the coldnefs of their temperament. They leem to think they 
can never give enough, becaufe they feel little even iti bellowing 
tlie greateft favours. There are not in Stockholm, as in other 

places, any women of the town : inltead of thefe — individuals 

♦ 

have miftrelTes, who maintain a rank in focicty much above theip 
condition in life. They are pretty much in the ftyle of fome 
didinguHhed individuals of that defeription in Eiigland. They 
require to be courted in a formal manner. nor are their good 
graces, fuch as they are,, to be obtained by any one without fome 
previous introduction a cuftom which I am far from difoom- 
mending, but which, on the contrary, I think, is entitled to fome 
credit, even though they are not contented with one lover at a 
time. .Perhaps they might be fo (atisfied, .and even inclined to 
exchange their condition with the more uniform flate of concu* 
bines, if they could meet w ith admirers fufficicntly affluent and 
generous to enable them to conlinc their acquaintance to one per- 
fon. But the honorary premium ufually given them is very fmall, 
and they muft have at lead foven or eight lovers to fupport the 
(lyle of drefs they afpirc to, which is the only object of their care 

day 
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day and night. They exaft from their friends and favourites a de- 
gree of attention and rcfpeft even in public , that appears extraor- 
dinary to a foreigner. They would immediately difmifs a lover 
that would hefitatc to bow to them in public places, or even to 
kifs their hatids, as is the cuftom in Sweden for gentlemen to 
perform, in token of relpedb to ladies of rank and charadter. I 
have often fecn officers of diftindlion fubmitting to thefe adh of 

humiliation toward women of the loofeft condudt, and Icarcely' 

* 

worthy to belong to the Balladiere cafte :• for the fame ladies^' 
who are thus courted by their leveral lovers, atid require (b 
much ceremony and attention in day-light, will. ilbmetimes' pa- 
rade the ftreets when it is dark, and expofc theinfelves to any 
adventure thatmay enable them to gain money. From the facility 
of keeping miftrelTes by a fpccics of partnerffiip, it happens that 
the men in Sweden, efpecially in the capital, fecl_ no jealouly'; 
they “ enjoy love,” as Hclvetiuscxprefles k; “but do not figli.” 
The Swedes, like thcEngliffi, are taken up with their bufmefs 
in the day time, and Ipend their evenings at cards, or ibmetimes, 
though very rarely, in the company of the' ladies. A Swediffi 
petit maitre is an animal that holds a middle ftatibn between 
beings of that kind in Germany and thofc in France. He is a 
fool, as in all countries. He fpends the whole day in changing his 
clothes, wears large whiflters reaching down the length^ of his 

• , . i ri 

BalUdurts m iancing girls in India, whole farours are to be purchafed with 
■>*,'. I j ii.., hi . ; . , 

money, but wlio are rot on that account held ai objects of fcorti or reproach, be- 

caufe it belongs to their carte to be thus unfortunately circumftanced. ' , ' 

Volf. I. K chin,' 
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chin, and paiirts'hls face. If, added to thefe decorations, he can 
but ferape a little on the fiddle, he is the darling of all the ladies 
who play, initheir feeble way, on the .harfichord. A tafte for 
mufic in Svs;edilh ,foGieties„as by no means the predominant paf- 
fion. It is as yet fo little, formed, and the judgment of the au- 
dience fo wavering and uncertain, that, after hearing any thing 
played, they will confider with themfelves what, opinion it may 
be proper to give ; ,and watch the countenance of any foreigner 
that may happen to be prefeut in order to regulate their fenti- 
ments, and decide concerning their own impreflions. Tafte is the 
refuU of a well conftrudled and well, jnlprmed mind, aivl of a 
fenfibility of difpofition. , Until the $wedi(hi ladies fhall change 
their minds and hearts, they will, always flng and play more for 
the purpqfc offurprizing by the cafe of their execution, than for 
that of giving delight by their exprefCon, ,It is ur.poflible that 
they fliould communicate to, others what' they do not feel them- 
felves. However, for their confolatibn it may be faid, that in 
France, Germany, England, and in all countries, there arc 
muGcians of the lame inefficient clals, - ; ' , 

. The want of mufic in- the polite circles;, or any thing approach- 
ing to that fcience, is not, lam forry to lay, compenfated by the 
attradlions and charms of converfatlon. You feel the want of 
many things in Sweden, which in fome’ other countries, confti- 
tute a fund of focial plcafure and entertainment. There is, for 
luftance, nothing to be met with that refembles thofe friendly 
dhuicrs, where a finall number of feled friends meet, not for the 

.; purpofe 
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pnrpofc of indulging in epicurean extravagance, but from the (blc 
motive of cnjoj'ingone another’s company.' The Swedifh dinner 
parties arc expenfive arrangements of fhew and formality. It will 
often happen that out of forty or fifty people, who appear in con- 
fequence of an invitation fent with all poflible ceremony, and 
perhaps a week or a fortnight before the. appointed day, fcarcely 
three or four know one another fufficicntly to make the meeting 
agreeable. A foreigner may ftill fare worfc, and liave the misfor- 
tune of being feated near a perfon totally unacquainted with any 
language but his own. Before the company fit down to dinntr^ 



they firft pay their relpofls to a fide table, laden with bread, but- 
ter, cheefe, pickled lalmon, and liqueur', or' brandy ; and by ths 
tailing of thefe previous to their repaft, endeavour to give an edge 
to their appetite, ’ and to liirnulate'the ftomach to perfo'rm its 
office. After this prelude, theguefts arrange themfelvesdboutthd 
dinner table, where every one finds at his place'thrce kinds of 
bread, flat and coarfe rye breads white bread, and 'brown bread. 
The firft fort of bread iswhat the peafants eatV’it is crifparid dryl 
the fecond fort is common bread; but the browni laft tnehtioned, 



has a fweet tafte, being made with the water with which the 
veflels in the fugar-houfes arc walhed, and is the naftieft thing 
poflible. All the dilhes are at once put’upOh' thb table, btrt ho 
One is allowed to a(k for what he lilteS bcft, ' the dilhes being 
handed round in regular fucceflion ; artd ah Eiiglilhmtin has ofteh 
occafion for all his patience to wait till the one is put in 'motion 
on which he has fixed h'ls choiefe. Th’e'S'wedeS are itlolrcknow- 



t 



K 2 



ing 



Digitized by Google 




T11AVEI.S THROUGH SWEDENT. 



CS 

ing in tliis rcipeft, and, like the French, eat of every thing that 
comes before them ; and although the different difhes do not feem 
to harnionizc together, yet fuch is the force of habit, that the 
guefts apparently .find no inconvenience from the moft oppofite 
mixtures. Anchovies, herrings, onions, eggs, paftry, often meet 
together on the lame plate, and arc fwallowed promifeuoufly. 
The fweet is affociated with the four, muftard with fugar, con- 
fedlionaries with fait meat or f^t filh ; in fhort, eatables are 
intermingled with a poetical licence, that fets the precept of 
Horace at defiance — 

' Sell non at pUcldn coeant immitia. 

An Italian is not very much at a lols at thefe feafis ; but an Eng- 

lifhman finds himfelf quite uncomfortable and out of his element : 

he fees no wine drank either with the ladies or the gentlemen 

during dinncr;^but mufltake Ithimlelfinaiblitary manner: he is 

often obliged to wait for hours before he can help himfelf to what 

% 

he prefers to 'Cat, and when the meat arrives, he generally thinks 
it not dreffed plain enough, but dilagreeable from the quantity of 
fpices with which it is feafbned. After dinner the ladies do not 
leavehim to his bottle ; he is expefled to adjourn immediately with 
them to the drawing-room, where the company, after thanking 
the mafter and miftrefs of the houle with a polite or rather cere- 
monious bow for their good cheer, are regaled with tea and coffee. 
1 have not entered into^ a circumflantial defeription of thefe long 
dinners, but only given the general outline, that J might not in- 
flift upon my readers that ennui f which I confefe I have myfelf 

. fometimes 
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Ibmetimes experienced when I was among the number of the 
guefts. In the Interval between dinner and fupper, which how- 
ever, from the many hours that are thought ueceflary for the 
acts of eating and drinking, is not long, there is no amufement 
whatever but playing at cards. If you cannot join in this ra- 
tional recreation, you arc abandoned to your fate, and may fit in 
fome corner of the room, indulging in meditation on whatever 
fubjcct you pleafe. 

I have already noticed the extreme palfion of the Swedes for 
cards ; an amufement too fafeinating in all countries, but which 
in Sweden, clpecially among the higher orders, feems to abfbrb 
every power and faculty of the foul. The following anecdote 
may ferve to illuftrate it in a ftriking manner : — A nobleman of 
great rank having waited longer than ufoal for his dinner, and 
feeing that no preparation was made for it, went down to call 
his ftrvants to an account, and to examine into the reafon of the 
delay. He found his houfohold, in imitation of their foperiors, 
deeply engaged at cards. They excufed themfelvcs to their 
mafter by telling him that they were now at the moft interefting 
point of the game ; and the butler, who had the greateft ftakc, 
took the liberty of explaining the cafe to his excellency, who 
could not In confcience but approve his reafons. However, being 
unwilling to wait for his dinner till the game was decided, he font 
the butler to lay the cloth, while he himfelf fat down with the 
other fervants, and managed the intereft of that individual in his 
abfonce. 



The 
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The great formality and reftraint that prevails throughout all 
the polite circles of Sweden, and which arc not baiiilhed even 
by the fuperabundaiit luxury of a northern feaft, and the juf; 
tice which all are mcKiied to do to it, may without doubt be 
traced to the court of Stockholm, the moft formal I believe in 
Europe ; nay, I had nearly liiid the world : but there is un- 
doubtedly ftlll more of rigid etiquette at the court of Pekin. 
The reafon why the court of Stockholm has happened, fliall I 
fay, to Intrench itfclf in fo many forms and ceremonies above 
all other courts, I have not time to enquire ; though the refearch 
hiight curious, and perhaps capable of being illuftrated in a 
fetisfdctory manner, from the hiftofy of the Swedifh government. 
Thus much we can fay, that Guftavus III, w'ho had a very ex- 
alted- notion of royal dignity and pre-eminence, added greatly to 
the- ftricthefs of etiquette, though It had already attained to a very 
confiderable height. As 1 have given an account of the dinner- 
parties in private life, I fiiall attempt to fhew the manners of the 
court, andfpeak of theentertainmentsof the royal table, which will 
furnifh the reader with tolerably adequate ideas of the forms that 
may l)c obferved on other fimilar occafions. A drawing-room 
terminates commonly in a public fupper for the royal family, who 
fit alone at table, all the nobility and officers of the kingdom 
flanding round as mere fpectators. The ladles of the fenators, 
and others of equal rank, have the privilege of being feated on 
tabourets, placed in femicircles at a diflancc from the table, in 

front of the king and queen. The houfhold officers of the diffe- 
rent 
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rent branches of the royal family ftand behind the chair of the 
perfonage to whom they belong ; the iciiators at his Majefty’s 
left hand, and the ambaffadors with other foreigners of diftinction 
at his right. The king fpcaks to every one according to their 
rank, the degree of favour they poflefs with him, or other cir- 
cumflances. The difhes are ferved, and the plates prefented to 
the royal family by an officer called gentleman of the court. 
The marflial (lands directly oppofite the king during the whole 
of the entertainment, and the fteward of his Majefty’s houfhold 
a little to the right behind him. Though the prefence of thefe 
officers be wholly ufelefs, it is thought necelTary to complete 

t ' 

the group. When the king has dined, he makes a fign to the 
queen, and to the reft of the family, and all having anfwered 
with a.Jjow, he rifts from the table, takes a moft gracious leave, 
and withdraws to his own apartments, followed by the officers 
of the court. The reft of the royal family do the fame ; no 
one prefumes to retire before they have quitted the room. An 
inftance of the ex^ct formality of the court of Sweden was ex- 
pcrienced by the Prince Bifhop of Holftein, when he came to 
Stockholm on a vifit to the royal family, to whom he is related. 
Before he could appear in public, he was obliged firft to wait in 
form upon ..the prime minifter. Prince Ulric Scheeffer, who was 
to prefent him to the king as foot) as he had received his ma- 
jefty’s orders to tliat ptirpoft. By this minifter the prince bifhop 
was, after fome previous circumftances, introduced to the court, 

• J- 

and met with a reception as diftant and ceremonious as if he 
' ’ ■ had 
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had been (bme foreign ambafrador. At the public fupper he muft 
have flood with other diflinguifhed foreigners among the fpecta- 
tors, if a fudden and well-timed indifpofition had not furniflied 
an excufe for his ablence. The queen dowager, however, fet 
aflde thefe troublefome niceties, which fettered the reft of the 
royal family, and treated the biftiop in the moft cordial manner, 
as the nephew of her late confbrt, and with thofe marks of efteem 
which were due to his perfonal character. In order to give him 
what Ihe conlidered as his right, without infringing that of any 
one elfc, ftie ordered the places at her table to be diftributed by 
fealed tickets. Every one that was invited drew fuch a ticket, 
and placed himfelf at table according to the number written 
upon it ; but fhe had privately given directions that the number 

of the place between her and the princefs ftiould be referved for 

• — 

her kinfman, and put into the hat in which the tickets were col- 
lected, after all the others were drawn out. 

There is one advantage attending the Swedifh court: the 
drefs is not half fb expenfive as that required at other courts of 
Europe. With three or four fuits of clothes you may appear at 
every drawing-room for as many years. The colour and form 
being once fixed, there is no admiflion of variation. The drefs 
of the ladies differs but little from the prefent fafliion in England, 
except that the fleeves of their gowns are cut in the Spanifh man- 
ner. The colour muft be always black, except on gala days, 
when it is white. The hcad-drefs, ribbands, and the fmaller 

articles of the toilette, are left to the fancy of the lex. The drels 

of 
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of the men is a compound of the Spanifli faihlon, and the na- 
tional coftume, which is followed by thepeafantry in the fouthern 
parts of Sweden. Their fmall-clothes are cut in the common 
manner, as in other countries, but made of the lame colour with 
the coat and cloak. The coat fits clofe to the body and is very 
Ihort, buttoned quite down, and befides this, faftened about the 
waift with a lalh. The cloak reaches below the knee and hangs 
loolely on the back, though it be commonly wide enough to 
wrap the body up in it, as in a Spanilh cloak. The ufual colour 
is black. The cloak is lined with Icarlct coloured filk, made of 
the lame ftulF with the lalh and waillcoat ; and with the fame 
the Teams of the coat are allb covered. There is a particular 
ornament belonging to the coat upon the Ihoulder, which con- 
fills of narrow pieces of the lame filk, faftened upon the Team 
that joins the fleeve to the body of the coat. This addition 
makes the Ihoulders look broader, and often improves the appear- 
ance. I hope I lhall not be blamed for introducing thefe re- 
marks, as being only worthy the attention of taylors and milliners ; 
painters, and thofe who are curious in whatever relates to that 
charming art, are alfo interefted in them ; for the drefs which 
I have been deferibing, is the coftume adopted by the Flemilh 
Ichool, and for this reafon deferves to be mentioned. The Swedilh 
government has thought proper to fix the manner of drelliag, 
which in other countries, under the influence of commercial 
fpeculation, national volatility, and the caprice of individuals, has 
experienced fo many, changes, that it has confounded variety itfelf. 

VoL. I. L, I will 
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J will farther oblerve, before I quit this fubject, that this mode of 
drefs gives to the Swedifli court an air of magnificence and gran- 
deur, more ftriking than all the party-coloured glare that you meet 
with in other places; in the fame manner as the imagination de- 
rives more plcafurc from contemplating a military corps in the 
plaineft uniform, than from the fight of an equal alfemblage of 
men apparelled in richer clothes of different hues and fafhions. 
I his court-drefs, which may be confidered as the national uni- 
form, was finally eftablifhed by Guflavus III. 

At the fame time that the moft rigid obfervance of particular 
forms is exacted by the Court of Stockholm, within what we may 
call its own precincts, there is no country where the king and 
princes mix more familiarly with the people than in Sweden. This 
makes the contraft the more ftriking; for it is a very different 
thing to be admitted to the private fuppers given by the king, and 
the other branches of the royal family, and to ftand as fpectator 
at the public exhibition at court. The king gives fuppers, in a 
domeftic and friendly w'ay, twice, and fometimes three times a 
week. On opera days thefe parties arc at the royal apartments in 
the opera-houfe : on other days, at an elegant palace called Haga, 
or the Hague, not quite a Swedifh mile diftant from the north 
gate of Stockholm, fituated on the border of a lake in the midft 
of a wood : this was the favourite rcfideuce of his late majefty. 
It was in a fmall pavilion, in a corner of the garden of Haga, 
where the king is laid to have formed the plan of the revolution 
in 177Z ; and that Ipot is ftill much vifited by the curious, as 

being 
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licing the birth-place of a great enterprize. Foreigners who have 
been invited once to the king’s private fuppers are, for the mofl: 
part, honoured with a general invitation. The king ufually feats 
himfelf between two ladies at a corner of the table. At Haga 
no fwords arc worn, though the gentlemen are otherwife drefled 
in their court uniform, which has been mentionned before. In 
fummer, when the king relided for fome time at Haga, Gran- 
gers were alfo occafionally aiked to dinner ; and it was un- 
derAood that they were to pafs the day, and not to leave the 
royal company till after fupper. In order to be invited to the 
king’s table, a Swedilh gentleman muft at leaft have the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel. Younger officers are fometimes admitted, 
but this is a mark of very particular favour. At thofc private 
fuppers no formality is obferved even towards the royal family. 
The queen and the princefles ufed to take their places about the 
middle of the table without any certain rule of diGinction. The 
two princeGes give, each of them, a fupper once a week, to which 
Grangers once admitted have, as at his majeGy’s, a general invita- 
tion. The pages who wait at table, at all thefe entertainments, 
and who, as a badge of their office, carry a napkin under their 
arm, are officers of the army: thele only attend upon the royal 
family. The fervants who wait on the reG of the company are 
perfons of low extraction, that have neither the education nor 
rank of gqptlemen. GuGavus HI. was wont to dilplay a great 
portion of hilarity, conviviality, wit, and humour, at his private 
entertainments. He made it a point to obferve, notice, and 

L ? (ay 
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fay fomethiug appropriate to every one prefent. The duke o( 
Sudermanla too was very attentive to the guefts ; but the prefent 
king, though polite and gracious, is more referved in his manners ; 
and on the whole the court has exchanged its gaiety, magni- 
ficence, and pleafurc, for an air of retirement and infipidity. 

The intercourfc between the court and the inferior aflemblies 
and circles, exhibits a fingular mixture of feudal fubmiffion and 
veneration for the civil and military chief, and a refpect forthe per- 
fonal rights of all claffes and individals in the nation ; for although 
a confiderable (hare of modern fervility has been introduced, yet 
there (till remains evident traces of that (plrit of freedom and in- 
dependance which diflinguKhed the ancient inhabitants of the 
North. The(c venerable relics are not quite annihilated by the 
extcnfion of Afiatic defpotifm, as in Rufiia and China. A hardy 
boldnel's of character, created by the nature of the country they 
inhabit, gives to every individual a fenfe of his own refpectability 
and confcquence, which is collectively felt and alTumcd by whole 
bodies and communities. That great poet, fcholar, and phllofo- 
pher, Milton, fomewhere obferves, that the Engli(h are free, not 
by virtue of their written laws or conventions, but becaufe they 
are by nature a free people. Laws, when they are not maintained 
and invigorated by the living principle of liberty, and a fenfe of 
jufiice, foon degenerate into de.id-letteriand, on the other hand, 
where that fpirlt is (Irong and active, laws and cq^loms are 
changed, qualified, and meliorated in favour of humanity. The 
moft brilliant alTembly in Stockholm next to the court in full 

gala, 
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gala, is that held once a fortnight in the upper-hall of the Ex- 
change. It begins at fix o’clock in the evening, and continues 
till ten or eleven : here you fee collefted all the rank, falhion, and 
beauty that the capital can boaft of. As loon as there is a fufficient 
number of people alTembled for country-dances the mufic begins. 
The hall is fpactgus enough to hold nine c^ten different dancing 
parties. There are alfo two rooms for card-tables. About eight 
o’clock the royal family commonly make their appearance, but 
without occafioning any interruption in the entertainment. The 
queen, with her attendants, is feated in one of the balconies. 
The king, princes of the blood, and princefles, walk about the 
room and converfe with the company. The king generally no- 
tices and fpeaks to almoft every perfon in the fame manner as 
in the drawing-room. He docs not even pafs over thofe that 
have not been prefented at court, of which dcfcriptlon arc many 
dlftinguilhed families among the gentry, clergy, and the mercan- 
tile dais, and Ihows them great affability ; for though they are 
not of noble birth, yet their education and refpeftability In fociety 
is deemed a fufficient title to thefe marks of attention. They 
bring their wives and daughters to thefe alTemblles, and never ex- 
perience, as they might perhaps in other countries, the mortifi- 
cation of lecing them humbled or neglafted. The Exchanse 

^ O O 

affembly was at firft open to all company of rcfpedtable appear- 
ance, without any other condition than that of paying for tlieir 
entrance ; but an incident happened which occafioned a partial 
alteration in this relpeft. This occurrence, as it Icrves to illuf- 
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tratc our prcfent fubjefl:, and fets that mixture of courtly forma- 
lity and royal condcfceiifion, of which we have been fpeaking, in 
a ftrong light, may perhaps not be thought unworthy of being 
mentioned in this place. In the reign of the late king, the coun- 
tefs of Kairsviieck, wife of the Auftrian ambalTador at Stockholm, 
being entitled by he^birth to be faluted on the check by the cm- 
prefs of Germany, and the princefles of the Imperial family, would 
not fubmit to any other ceremonial at the court of Stockholm. 
Indcad of this, to kifs the hand of the queen and princefles of 
Sweden, (he held beneath her dignity ; for this realbn, till thele 
important points Ihould be adjufted, her prefentation at court was 
deferred. But the countels, who was young and fprightly, 
thought that fhe might at Icaft enjoy the amulement of the 
affembly, efpccially at a time when it was cxpcfled to be very 
much crowded, every one being defirous of feeing the queen, who 
had but lately come abroad after the birth of the prince royal. 
She was introduced to the affembly by her hufband. That fie 
might have a better view of the room, fie was placed in one of 
the balconies ; and whether from chance or defign very near the 
one ufually occupied by the queen. The king had no fooncr en- 
tered the room, than he was ftruck with the fight of the Countels 
of Kaggyncck ; and confidered her appearance, and the place fie 
bad chofen, as a fort of defiance to the rules of the court. He 
therefore commanded Mr. Plommcnvelt, who was mafter of the 
ceremonies, to tell Count Kaggyneck that it was not proper for 
his lady, in the prcfent circumflanccs, to be in the lame room with * 

the 
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the royal family. Mr, Plommclivelt, willing to foften the order 
as much as poUiblc, went up to the count and tcSld him in con- 
fidence, and as of his own accord, that it was not ufual for per- 
fbns of iuch a rank to appear with the royal family before they 
had been duly prefented, and that therefore he took the liberty of 
advifing him to confider the propriety of withdrawing, that he 
might not run the rilk of giving offence to the king. But the 
count, perhaps from fome private pique againftPlommenvelt, an- 
fwered him in a very peremptory and fharp manner, that he was 
not willing to recci\ie advice from him ; and thus'fent him back 
to the king. The mafter of the ceremonies Ivaviug failed in'hii 
well-meant intentions, now alked his.majcfty, whether it was 
his pleafure that the countels fhould leave the room Being an- 
fwered in the affirmative, he informed the count in plain terms of 
the king's orders, which were iivftaiitly obeyed.’' The ambalTador 
reported the whole affair to his court, and the confcquerlce W'as< 
that for (c\ eral years the emperor had no reprefentative at Stocki 
holm. ‘ This mighty' difference between their' Imperial and 
Swedifh maieffies w as afterwards accommodated when Gufiavus 
travelled in Italy. The Emperor Jofeph at Milan, paid hini a 
vifit early in the morning, and tvaited in the aiitichamber till the 
king was rifen. The firft words of Jdfeph^ who had really >a great 
deal of wit, though little wildom, as well as;a;;naturai-fpri^tli- 
ncls andfranknefs of difpofition, w'cre, “i Well, you jfcc how. Hfitle 
I ftand on ceremony.” After. this difputc,with the. count and 
countefs of Kaggyneck, the king of Sweden give orders ithatyiis 
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the aflcmbly at the Exchange was frequented by the royal family, 
people above a certain rank Ihould not appear there without 
having been previoufly prefented at court. 

Though Stockholm be at prefent on the whole not one of the 
leaft expenfive towns in Europe, yet public entertainments are 
very cheap. The firft places at the play-houfes are to be had for 
half-a-crown. Admiflion to the grand aflcmbly at the Exchange 
is at the fame price, including tea and coffee, and other refrelh- 
ments. The entrance to the opera cofts about three ftilllings and 
fix-pence. But the moft agreeable place for ftrangers to refort to, 
is the club called the Society, which has been before mentioned. 
It is open at all times, and is the beft regulated of all the clubs I 
ever knew. The houfc is magnificent, and furniflied with great 
taftc ; neatnefs, elegance, and good order reign throughout the 
whole. At half after two o’clock you find an excellent dinner 
on the table ; of which, however, none can partake except mem- 
bers of the club, and perfons introduced by members, lb that you 
always meet with good company. Mr. Martin, a Frenchman, 
who keeps the houfc, has always the beft cooks in his lervice. 
There arc few private families in Stockholm where you can dine 
better than you do at this club for half-a-crown : the wine is not 
included in this charge. The houfc contains a billiard-table, a 
great ball-room, a parlour where people meet for the purpofe of 
converfation, a reading-room, where you have journals and newfi- 
papers of all countries and in all languages, a card-room, and a 
dining-room : all thefe apartments communicate with and form 
: afuit 
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a fult that extends over the whole front of the building. When 
the doors are open you overlook the whole at one view, which 
has a pleafing effeft. In this Ibciety all the people of Stockholm 
are mixed ; both the nobility, gentry, and men of bufincls. 
Merchants are found at the fame card and dinner-table with 
officers of the army and country gentlemen ; and there prevails 
upon the whole, a pretty tolerable air of equality. Many who are 
houfe- keepers, occafionally come to the fociety for the fake of 
the company and the dinner, which arc always excellent. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Chara^er of Guflavus III. King rf Sweden — Reflexions on true 
Glory, and the Kirtues of a Patriot King — Arts and Sciences 
under Guflavus — CbaraXer of the Duke of Sudermania, and his 
ConduX during the Regency — Animal Magnetifm encouraged at 
Stockholm — CharaXer of tlse prefent King of Sweden — State of 
Religion ; the Liberty of the Prefs ; and State of the Arts and 
Sciences in this Reign. 

rr HE great obje£l of the late king of Sweden in all his aflions 
Was to make a noife in the world. From the difplay of his 
magnificence, the Ihew of his abilities and talents, which he exhi- 
bited in many different ways, and from his fpirit of enterprizc, onj 
■would be tempted to imagine that there was fcarcely any thing 
worth notice in Sweden that did not originate with him. He was 
ambitious that his reign fhould be fignalized as the aera of arts and 
fciencesin Sweden; as the age of Lewis XIV. was in France. Great 
and elevated minds arc fometimes feduced from the paths of true 
glory, which confifts in the exertion of power and wifdom for the 
moft benignant purpofes, to the purfuitsof mere perfonal ambition. 
The glory of Charles XII. of Sweden was ruin to his country : Ib is 
that of moft heroic monarchs. It may be confidered as particular 
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and extraordinary good fortune when the courage and talents of 
warlike princes find an objeft worthy of their fire and genius. 
Such, happily, was the deftiny of Guftavus Vafa arid Guftavus 
Adolphus, both juftly denominated Great : fuch was that of the 
Princes of Orange, whole noble career was concluded by Wil- 
liam III. king of England. But perhaps had a caufe truly glorious 
been wanting to thole princes, the^natural love of pre-eminence 
and fame might have taken a lefs favourable direfHon. The wars 
of Charles XII. were originally juft and honourable, but he car- 
ried them beyond the point where they ought to have ended ; and 
from a frantic pallion for military exploits, he ufed them for the 
purpofe of gratifying his own inclination, and not as the means of 
repelling aggrellion, and fecuring his country againft the injuftice 
of its neighbours. How much more truly glorious would it have 
been if he had ftopped in his career of viflory, and given repole 
to his bleeding and exhaufted people ! The war in which Guf- 
tavus III. engaged with the Ruffians, and in which he certainly 
difplayed a magnanimity and perfonal intrepidity in no degree 
inferior to thole of his braveft anceftors, was provoked by the 
intrigues and the overbearing pretenlions of the northern auto- 
crafyT But the experiment whether Guftavus, had it been in his 
power, would not have preferred the gratification of his own am- 
bition to the folid interefts of his country, was never fairly tried. 
A peace between the Ruffians and the Turks was unavoidably 
followed by an accommodation between the Ruffians and the 
Swedes, by which the latter certainly obtained the greateft fliare 
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of glory. Had England continued in her views, the king of 
Sweden might have been tempted to proceed farther. The 
ruling paflion, however, of Guflavus, his fecrct preference of his 
own fame to the well being of his kingdom, was feen even in the 
courle of a few months after the pacification of Wenfla: for he 
then engaged in vigorous preparations for an invafion of France, 
than which the march of Ch:^es XII. towards Mofcow in order 
to dethrone the Czar, was not more romantic. There is not a 
doubt but Guftavus III. would have difplayed on the frontier of 
France all the courage and firmnels of Charles XII. at Narva or at 
Bender : but how does fuch prowefs, even when moft fuccefsful, 
fade and decay when compared with the well-diredted and well- 
tempered military Ikill and bravery of a prince like Henry IV. of 
France, who neither continued the war againlt Auftria longer 
than the fecurity of his crown and kingdom required, nor formed 
any new defigns until he was compelled to do fo by the iniatiable 
ambition and rcftlefs intrigues of his powerful .antagonifls.* Per- 
fonal courage, though refpedtable, is no uncommon quality. In the 
eye of found moral criticifmthis virtue tl»en only receives a bright 
luftre when it is employed in a jufl; and honourable caufe. This 
maxim Indeed may be thought too obvious to be repeated ;• but 
common as it is in theory, it is by no means fo generally .adopted 
in pra£llce as the good of mankind would require, It cannot 

* At the time of tiis affifEnalion he had prepared to take the field in perfon 
again(\ ihc Auftrians, in which his uliim.ite objeft, there is every re:irofs to bdieve, 
was not only to fccure the independency of FroncCj but the rights of aH other 
European powers. 

* ' therefore 
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therefore be amifi to inculcate it whenever an opportunity occurs. 
Whether in the progrefs of civilization it will obtain greater in- 
fluence over the human mind, and thow its blcflcd effefb in the 
world to a greater degree than it hitherto has donc,is an important 
and interefling fubjcift for fpeculation. Unfortunately for Sweden 
it was not a Henry IV. but a Lewis XIV. that Guflavus made 
the objeft of his emulation. Afpiring with inceffant ardour to an 
illuflrious name among fovereigns, he was wont among his cour- 
tiers to make not indired comparifons between himfelf and that 
monarch. Like him he fought to be furrounded with the fplcndour 
of literature and the arts, and fludied in all things to appear a great 
and munificent king. Like his maternal uncle, Frederic the Great 
of Prufiia, he was ambitious of being an author as well as a war- 
rior. Emulating the renown of Charles XII. he threatened like 
him to involve his country in ruin. To poets, muficlans, and 
painters, he extended a high degree of favour and protedion. He 
inftituted fbcieties, and patronized learning and fcience : but all 
this_ did not flow from a pure defirc to promote thefe great inte- 
refls of the human fpecies. He made thole he proteded the tools 
of his ambition and vanity. They were in fad little more than 
echoes of his willies, and Icrved as means of operating on the pub- 
lic opinion, and predifpofing and preparing it for an acquiefcence 
in various Ichemes which he had formed for the enlargement of 
his own grandeur, and the gratification of his ruling palfipns. 
Not even the encouragement which he gave to the fine arts was 
founded on any thing elfe than political views and felfilh motives. 

His 
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His objc£l was to aftonlfli the nation by (hows and other novelties, 
to dazzle the people by the Iplendor of his magnificence, and to 
engage them in pur* ‘s of pleafure, that they might de di- 
verted from refle(filions on their political fubjedVion and degra- 
dation. He was willing to root out every fentiment of honour, 
and to extinguifh every fpark of liberty, that he might bear fway 
over a herd of flaves. When impartial hiftory fhall unfold the 
various artifices by which this prince, who was unhappily for his 
country a man of unqueflionable genius, attained to the accom- 
plifhmcnt of all his ends, we (hall be fatisflcd that he was a greater 
enemy to the Swedifh nation than Charles XII : for Charles left 
behind him, in the minds of the Swedes, a fpirit of national pride 
as well as perfonal honour and felf-eflecm, and a fatisfaftory recol- 
lection of the noble exploits of their anceftors. Though reduced 
by him to the lowefl ebb of fortune, they were animated by his 
name to a love of glory. They were proud of having had fuch a 
king, and wept over his memory. That of Guftavus III. is che- 
rifhcd at this day by none but painters, muficians, comedians, and 
particular favourites. As for the Iciences, Guftavus III. was fo 
far from affording them any fubftantial fupport, that, on the con- 
trary, he treated them with negleft, if not contempt. The mag- 
nificent collcftion of natural hiftory made by Llnnasus, was per- 
mitted to be bought by an Englifhman, and carried to England.* 
Many of the manuferipts of the incomparable Bergmann,for want 
of encouragement in Sweden, were difpofed of and printed in 
Germany. 

* It is in the poflcfllon of James Edward Smith, M. D. who refides at Norwich. 
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It would be no improper objedl for philolbphical inveftlgation, 
to trace the progrel's of fcience under the reign ofGuftavus HI, 
and to cornpate this with the advancement it experienced during 
the later periods of the ariftocratical lyftem, or rather the 1} ftem 
of the limited monarchy. From fuch an enquiry it would pro- 
bably be made to appear, that neither the fplendour of a throne, 
nor, the protedfion of a prince are neceflary, or even favourable to 
the promotion of fcience. It would be feen that the mod effec- 
tual patronage of learning is that which is derived from the pub- 
lic at large; and the fciences, like commerce, arc always thfe 
■worfe f(,r the interference of government. They relemble the 
fenfitive plant, which fhrinks from the touch of the pureft and 
mofl; delicate ban J ; but vegetates, flourifhes, and perfedlly unfolds 
itfclf when left alone. On Entering fuperficially upon a comparifoit 
■of the date of the fciences in the reign of Guftavu^ III. and dur- 
ing the ariffocracy, I do not find any naturalift that might be 
ranke<l with Linna:us, nor a mincralogift of fuch diftinguiffied 
•merit and reputation as Bermann ; nor a linguift and antiquary 
that could equal the celebrated Hire ; not a mathematician to 
cope with Klingeflicrna, the reputed inventor of achromatic 
telefcopes; no chemifl; that could rival Wallerius ; not a pliyfi- 
cian like Rofcnftcin,nor fuch a proficient in the oriental languages 
as Aurivelius. When we confidcr what the Swedilh nobility were 
before the time of Guftavus III. and what they have been fince 
his reign, we perceive at once a flriking contrafl. Guftavus,- 
tliough certainly poirefTcd of genius liimfelf, had no body about 

him 




88 ' TRAVELS THROUGH SWEDEK. 

him but infipid, and even ignorant and weak men. The nobles 
dre now no longer adhiated by their former Ipirit of emulation, 
and a defire to excel as leading men in the lenate. Eloquence, 
with all that variety of knowledge and information which is nc- 
ceflary to the formation of a good orator, is no longer of any im- 
portance to them. Application to the ftudy of general know- 
ledge and the Improvement of the mind, is fufpended by the con- 
Hitution of 1772; and lb long as that conftitution lafts, it is pro- 
bable that we fliall not hear of any great chara£lers among the 
nobles of Sweden. The ancient fenate, it is true, was corrupt, 
venal, and ever ready to fell itfelf to the liigheft bidder : but ftill, 
even in that very difpofition to venality was contained an incen- 
tive to the acquirement of qualities and accomplilhments that 
might lead to diftinftion. France and Ruflia purchafed the men 
of abilities in the fenate at no Imall price ; the others were over- 
looked and difregarded. 

Under the regency of the Duke of Sudermania, the views and 
Ij ftcm, and in a word, the Ipirit of the Swedifii government un- 
derwent a complete revolution. Guftavus was the fworn enemy 
of the French revolution, and was on the point, as has been be- 
fore obferved, to join the arms of Sweden to thofe of the general 
confederacy : and had he lived he would at Icaft have made a 
facrifice of fome regiments, and added fome millions of rix dol- 
lars to that debt with which he had already burthened the na- 
tion. The regent remained neutral, cultivated a conne£tion with 
France, and Hudied oeconomy. The confequcncc was, that the 
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flifcount of the paper-money of Sweden at Hamburgli, Riga, 
and other places, fell from twenty-five to ten per cent. This 
neutrality was calculated to reftore to the Swedes fome portion 
of that national character which Guftavus was at fo great pains 
to deftroy ; and that brave and honed; people were again allowed 
to cherifli the idea, and make ufe of the word liberty without 
giving offence. The duke of Sudermania had the good fenfe to 
form a juft eftimate of a nation which, in vindication of their 
liberty, had at different times revolted againft tyrants ; and whole 
conduct in public affairs had on the whole been fuch as became 
an enlightened people. Men of letters and fcience began to lift 
up their voice, and their voice was heard. More freedom was 
granted to the prels ; and though the reftraints enforced by Guf- 
tavus III. were formally abolifhed, yet writers were not permitted 
to dilculs matters even of a political nature without fear, and to 
affert the truth without reftriction. This alteration was very per- 
ceptible in the trade of bookielliug, which was greatly encouraged 
and augmented. 

There is only one fubject on which the Duke of Sudermania 
has been charged with wcaknefs, namely, Mefmerifm, or animal 
magnetifm, the belief in which is thought by moft men of learn- 
ing and fcience, to be no proof of either good fenfe or an en- 
lightened underftanding. Several perlbns of diftinctlon at the 
court of Sweden paffed fome time at Paris, when the doctrines 
and extravagancies of Mefmer were in vo^e, and liftencd to by 
every body. Thofe that were initiated in the myfteries of Mef- 
VoL. I. N 
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mer were obliged to pay him a hundred louis d’ors for their ad- 
mittance ; and as felf-Iovc is extremely unwilling eyer to allow 
that it has been impofed upon, they were inclined to give way to 
the illufions, for which they had paid ib confiderable a fum, and 
endeavoured not only to work thcmfelves into a belief that they 
had really made a valuable acquifition of knowledge, but exerted 
themfelves allb to perfuade others of the fame. Hence the progrels 
of that abftrufe fcience may be accounted for, which I have feen 
performed, andwhich was nowhere more fuccelsful and rapid than 
at Stockholm. A certain officer of the Swedifh army contrived to 
attract the notice of the court infomuch that he was favoured 
in his promotion, by pretending to be particularly fulceptible of 
the effects of animal magnetifm, and by counterfeiting ecftacies 
and fleep-walking. When he was under the hands of the mag- 
netifer,he would feign fomnolency, then awake as from prophetic 
dreams, and foretel future events. He prophefied his own death, 
which was to take place in the hrft battle he ffiould be engaged 
in. The credulous people in whole prelence he uttered this pre- 
diction lamented his cruel fete. The courtiers made no oppofi- 
tlon cither to his mihtary advancement or his progrefe in fevour 
at court, from the (bothing idea that he had but a Ihort time 
to live, and would not interfere with their interefts. To thofe 
whom he thought it worth his while to flatter, he predicted every 
thing that was good. He affured the prime miniffer. Count 
Sparre, that he Ihould afeend to heaven like Elijah, withbvtf 
taking death. And lo ready, it is feid, was this good man to be- 
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lieve him, that he immediately fettled his worldly concerns, and 
never went out any where in his carriage without firft faying his 
prayers, and making other preparations, that he might be ready 
on a minute’s warning to proceed on his celeftial journey. I will 
not vouch for the truth of this report; but it is certain, that the 
extreme credulity of the court in this as well as other things, en- 
couraged impoftors to praftife all poffible tricks and artifices. A 
young officer, who had not any friends of rank or confequence on 
whom he might depend for promotion, had recourfe to the fol- 
lowing ftratagem for interefting the regent in his favour, and 
raifmg his own fortune. He went in the dead of the night to 
the royal palace of Drottningholm, and wounded himfelf rather 
feverely in the arm with a piftol : immcdiatcly'on the dilchargo 
of the piftol he gave the cry of murder ! and perfuaded every body 
that he had been fet upon by two ruffians, who had miftaken 
him for the Duke of Sudermania, whom they had intended to 
aflaffinate. The duke, very much afifeded by this incident, and 
at the fame time moved with comp>affion for the poor man, who 
he imagined had fufFered in his ftead, made him a prefent in 
money, and immediately gave him a commiffion in his owa 
regiment. The fraud being afterwards deteAed the impoftor wag 
hooted out of the army. 

The prefent king of Sweden has adopted a mode of conduA 
and ftyleof manners direftly oppofite to thole of his uncle, with 
whom he has never lived in harmony. During the whole of tho 
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regency the young king kept himfclfin a ftate of total infignifi- 
cancc. He never of his own accord appeared before the people, 
nor did any tiling without alking leave of the duke : it feemed as 
if he confidercd hlmlclf as nobody during his minority, for the 
foie purpofc of making the regent feel the. whole weight of his 
authority, when the period fhould arrive of exerclfing it in its 
full extent. The leading features in this young prince’s character, 
as I conceive, are an ambition of governing without minifters, or 
any interference that might fet bounds to his abfolutc fway, and 
a fincere wifli at the fame time to do as much good as lies within 
the narrow Iphere of his p>owers and knowledge. Under the in- 
fluence of two priefts, and ftrongly imprefled with an abhorrence 
of what is called the new philolbphy, he has become a deter- 
mined bigot, and hence is influenced by a fuperllition that throws 
every poflible obllacle in the way of progreflive improvement. 
Thole two prlefts arc Bifhop Fleddin and Bilhop M***. The 
firft was the king’s preceptor in religious inftnnSlion : he is a man 
of no learning, but of an afpiring temper, and ready to make any 
6crifice to his private Intereft. The religion of Luther, under 
his aufpices, degenerates into the rites and ceremonies of popery. 
It is by his advice that the foldiers have received orders on Good- 
Friday to turn the muzzles of their fire-arms downwards, and to 
have their drums flackened and deadened, as at Rome and in 
other catholic countries. Bilhop M***, in his earlier years was 
a friend to democracy : he was firft brought into notice by a 
, . treadle 
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treatife in favour of that form of government, entitled, De De~ 
mocratia Optimo Reghnlne.* He embraced the ecclefiaftical pro- 
feflion merely from motives of intereft, but afterwards became a 
zealous ftickler for the moft abfurd tenets of the grofleft fuper- 
ftition ; whether it be that he has in reality become a convert to 
what he at firft merely believed ex t^cio, or, as fome people are 
inclined to think, from hypocrify. He has at once fignalized his 
clerical fervor, and difplayed his own charafler, by a.DiJfertatwn on 
the Power and Influence of tfn Devil on the Human Body, lie proves 
in this book, by evidence amounting, as he lays, to mathematical 
demonftration, not only the exiftence of the devil and his opera- 
tions on the human mind and body, but has been fo fuccelsful in 
his enquiries into thefubjed, as to diftinguilh the different forts of 
devils, and to afeertain the means proper for putting them to flight. 
He has difcovered that the diabolus crinitus, or hairy devil, maybe 
routed by a plant called hypedricum quadrangutare, (quadrangular 
St. John’s wort). There is another anecdote which may ferve 
to throw fome light upon the prefeiit fpirit of religion in Sweden. 
As far down as the reign of the late k'mg a ceremony prevailed, 
which was very much at variance with the advanced ftate of 
knowledge, and with common feufe,- namely, that ofexorcifing 
and fummoning the devil to depart from the body of an infant 
in the rite of baptifm. For this ceremony, in. the late king’s 
reign, another was fubflituted lels fhpeking to the underflanding : 

. ' : i.; t ‘I 

* Democracy the bed form of government. . , 
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but on the birth of the prefcnt king’s (on the old mode of exor- 
cifm was revived ; and the devil was exprefsly ordered to quit th* 
body of the prefcnt prince royal. 

The liberty of the prcfi in Sweden at the prefcnt moment is 
entirely fubdued ; the reign of ignorance and bigotry gains 
ground, and will perhaps fcon be as unlimited, and produce the 
fame difmal gloom as now prevails in Spain and Portugal. Guf- 
tavusin. while he publicly encouraged the freedom of the prefs, 
privately bound it in fetters. He liked to be thought a liberal 
and philofophic prince ; and he did not apparently reftrain authors 
from writing whatever they pleafcd : but Hill they were expofcd 
to many unknown confcquences, if they happened to publifh any 
thing pfFenfive to the court. At prefcnt a cenforial comrr.iflion is 
cflablifhed, which mutilates works, or fupprefTes them altogether 
at pleafure : and what is fUll worfe, and unheard of in any other 
country, wlien the cenfors have pafled a work, its publication may 
be prohibited by the king afterwards. An inftance of this kind 
happened during my ftay at Stockholm, in the cafe of a work, 
entitled, “ Thoughts on the Reftoration of the Old Monarchy 
“ in France.” After this ftatement of fails, it will not be diffi- 
cult to conjeilure the fituation of the fciences and of philofophy 
in a coimtry where fuch meafures are purfued by the government.' 
The coiuraft in thefc refpeils between Sweden and Denmark, is 
ftrongly marked by the number of journals and other periodical 
publications ifTuing from the prefs annually in the two countries. 
In Denmark 1 reckoned up more than twenty; but as for the 
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neighbouring kingdom, I could never find in the capital,' nor in 
all Sweden, more than two. The periodical puUicalioiK of Den- 
mark are fraught with the moft liberal opinions on'ewery fnbjedli 
In Sweden (Hiblications are.ftopfied without the allegation of any 
lealbn whatever, or on pretences the moft frivolous. The Journal^ 
entitled “ Alemoirs of the Society for the Improvement of Know- 
“ ledge moft ufeful to the generality of Citizens,” digefted and 
publiftied by a focicty of philanthropic individuals, which was 
held in great eftimation by the public, was put an end to by the 
king : and neither the members of the fociety, nor the editors 
of the journal were ever able to obtain from his majefty any 
account of the caufe of its fuppreflion. Another journal, called 
JExtrapo/ien, (nearly anfwering to the word Courier) was filenced 
on account of a dialogue which it contained between Luther 
and the Devil, in which the latter appeared to be too good a lo- 
gician. In 1 798 a royal edict was iftued, ordering that no 
periodical writings whatever fliould be publilhed without exprcls 
permifllon from the king. The only two works of the kind that 
at prefent come out in Sweden are — Journal for Swedifli Litera- 
ture, and a ColleiUon of mifcellancous fubjedts for reading.* The 
flrft is only a catalogue of Swedifh books, with critical remarks. 
The editor is Mr. Silverftolpe, a man of confiderablc learning, 
and of a very fatirical turn. The fecond is a work written in a 
fine ftyle and manner, and contains many beautiful pieces in lite- 
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rature and belles-lettres, as well as philofophical eflays, very free 
and bold for the prelent times and circumftances. In this journal 
the principal writers are, Mr. Herlparre, Mr. Leopold, and Mr. 
Lehnberg. It would have been fupprefled on more than one oc« 
calion, if thole three gentlemen had not poflelled conliderable 
credit at court, as well as influence with the cenfors. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

• ^ 

Remarks on Academies or learned Societies — Thofe eftabUJhed by 
Lewis Xir. in France — Effebl oj Opinions and theoretical Prin- 
ciples upon the Fate of Nations — How far the public Opinion 
may be direBed or influenced by learned Societies — More of the 
CharaBeriflics of thefe Societies difplayed — Academy of Belles- 
Lettres at Stockholm — Members oj this Academy — The Swedifli 
Academy, or the Eighteen ; its Proceedings, Prises, Sfr. — AiSrw- 
bers of the Swedijh Academy — Account of fome Swedijh Poets, 
among whom is mentioned Mr. Torild, an Admirer and Imitator 

of OJflan. * 

» 

^X'hE faOtion of patronizing literature aitd fcience, in the 
beginning of the hxtoenth century, when a matrimonial 
alliance exiAed between thehonle of Mediciand that of Bourbon, 
was imported into France from Italy. Academies for the cultiva- 
tion of the arts and fcicnces wtre inftituted early in the reign of 
LewisXlV. and nobly endowed with pecuniary funds, as well as 
privileges and honours. Tlie vanity of the king, the foie motive 
of his liberality, was abundantly gratified; for nothing could ex- 
ceed the obfeijuious adulation of the academicians. They once 
VoL. I. O had 
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had it in contemplation to propoie a prize for the heft treatifc on 

the queftion, “ By which of all his virtues was his majefty moft 

“ honourably diflinguifhed ?” This aft of Icrvility, however, 

Lewis himfelf, vain as wjj, had 'the 'good fenfe to prevent ; 

but thismeannefs of the academicians was not incompatiblawith 

pride on their part. They exhibited, in their conduft, a ftrange 

mixture of oblcquioufnefs to the court, and lelf-importance and 

arrogance in their deportment towards their fellow-fubjefts. AJ- 

miffion to the academies, particularly the grand AcaJemie Fran- 

^oife, now was made an objefl of ambition. Philofophy, or rather 
* .1 

perhaps the reputation of being a philofophcr, became the falhion 
of the day. Few were qualified to be llatefmen, or hold die prin- 
cipal places in the gift of the crown ; but all could be, or pretend 
to be, fcholars and philofophers, Philolbphy, combined with lite- 
rature, but tinflurcd with human weaknels, pkafed vanity, con- 
foled difappointment, and, employed fometimes a^ a vehicle of 
cenfure, ferved as an inftrument of revenge. The number of 
philofophers daily increafed. That philofophy which, under 
various forms and in diverfe ways^ had influenced for ibme time 
the public councils, feized at laft the helm of the French mo- 
narchy; and thus the folly of Lewis XIV. blindly laboured 
for the overthrow of the Bourbons. 

There is nothing more curious in a philofophical, or more im- 
portant in a political point of view, than to trace the mutual in- 
fluence of events on opinions, and opinions on events. Their 
aftion and re-a£Uon on one another, the degree and manner in 

• which 
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which various tenets and habits of thinking affeft the conduffof 
individuals, it is impotfible to afcertain',- ‘ nr>r| if it were poflible,' 
would it be worth while to enqiurc^lbut the connexion between’ 
creeds and the condudt of princes, between pulslic opinion, public 
fpirit, and the fate of nations, isa matter of equal certainty, curio- 
Cty and importance. In evbry age and country a preference ii 
given to fome particular fludy, which not only fupplants more or 
lefs other purfuits, but in a certain degree always interferes with,' 
and in fome inftances even ufurps, the affairs of government. In 
the caflieft'fVages of fociety ’the minds of men are debafed by the 
groffeft fuperilition. The'prtiic1]ii!>il concerns of favages and barba- 
rians arc managed by conjurof%,* Obi-meh,f necromancers, and 
wizards. Even after nations have fomewhat advanced in civili- 
zation, the moft ufeful as well as the noblefl talents, in the ge- 

, . r 

neral eftecm. Hrethofc of divination ; and in every kingdom and 
every government hitherto eftablifhed, there has been, at leaft at 
one period, an alliance between church and ftate. In the firft 
fteps towards fcience, men are amufed with the pretenfions of 
natural magic and the prediflions of aftrology. Religion, in the 
common progreffion of 'human aiffairs, is taken out of the hands 
of fuperftition, and divination is explained by the principles of me- 
taphyfics, and adjufted by the. rules ofddgic. The Veda is inter- 
preted by metaphyfical Brahmins, and the Koran by Mahomedan 
doctors not Icfe fubtle and difeerning. The doftrines of the 

* At among the Indians in Aftierica. 

t As in Africa, and among the African Haves in the Weft indiat* 

. O z Manichaeans 
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Manichatans and Guoftics, as well as thofe of Plato, entered early 
into the creeds of Chriftians. , , Ariftotlc, and pthcr philofophers, 
direiled the Ichoolmen ; the fchoolmen the church, and the 
church for fifteen hundred years the ftate, and in repeated in- 
ftances the mptions of armies. Mighty monarchs maflacrod or 
exterminated NoAoriajis, Arians, AlbigerVfes, Waldenfes, Jews, 
Moors, Hugonots, and -Preftyterians. The proteAant and the 
catholic faith divided Europe ; and dUputes about liberty andne- 
(jeflity among the Proteftants themfelvcs were tinged with blood. 
In the times of Rolcelinus and Abelard, kings interfered in thedif- 
pute between the NominaliAs ao^ljhe RealiAs; an argument not 
yet terminated. The medical world at one period was divided 
hitween the dilcijdes of Galen and thofe of Paracelfits. Thofe of 
the two former, from the pride of poffeAion, claimed Aill an 
exclufjve right to the public ear, and obtained from the court of 
Paris an inhibition agaiuA thofe of the latter ; though this, like 
other decrees, gave way in time to the progrefe of opinion. It 
appears at firA fight Arange, but neverthelefs nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that the affairs of nations may be influenced, as we 
. have juA feen in the cafe of France, by ipftitutions for the Audy 
of mathematics and belles-lettres. 

. -Whoever refledls on the ufual effeft of literature and fcience to 
awaken the genius of liberty, by exciting a Ijsirit of free difeuA 
fion on all fubjeits, by preferving the memory of the ancient re- 
publics, by quickening the perception of right and wrong, and 

vindicating the dignity of human nature, will be apt to confider 
. . the 



Digitized 




TRAVELS THROUGH SWEDEN. lOl 

ihe introduftion of the arts andfciences intodefpotic governments 
as a political incongruity ; unlefs indeed, it be the intention of the 
prince to ameliorate the condition of the people, and raife them 
gradually to a participation of political power, in proportion to 
their advancement in knowledge. Such, perhaps, was the inten- 
tio» of Peter the Great, czar of Mufcovy, when he introduced 
arts and Iciences into his vaft barbarian empire; an intention 
which probably he conceived in his comprehenfive mind, as likely 
to be accomplilhed either by himfelf or his fucceffors. At the 
feme time, it was certainly a fingular fpeftacle to fee that prince 
caning his courtiers, and inviting his fubjeds to walk with him 
into the temple of the Mules and of Apollo. But what lhall we 
lay of Frederic II. of Prulfia patronizing French literature and 
manners, aiui encouraging philolbphy, and even infidelity ? And 
what of the Emperor Jofeph II. overturning religious eftablilh- 
ments and promoting free difeudion with one hand, wliile he fub- 
Verted the privileges of his liibjefls with the other ? The obvious 
conclufioii is, that thefe and other defpotlc princes either were 
not at bottom linccre friends to the progrels of knowledge, or 
that they did not forefec its political confequenccs. Nothing ap- 
pears more monftrous and abfurd, than to fee Guftavus III. tram- 
pKng on the privileges of the Swedilh nation one year, and mili- 
tating academies the next ; but, on a clofer examination of the 
conduifb of the Swede, we lhall find that it was at lead not lb 
inconlident as that of the German princes juft mentioned.’ His 
love of ablblute power was linccre ; his zeal for literature and 

fcicnce 
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fcience affected, unnatural, and guarded. It was like the farce acted 
by Catharine II. when Ihe ordered the body of Peter III. emperor, 
of Ruflia, to be expofed on a platform in front of the palace, for 
the infpection of medical men and all the world, while centinels 
were placed at the different avenues for driving back any one who 
Ihould have the curioCty and the boldnefs to approach it, r t 
It has been oblerved of academics, that they arc of ufc only fo 
long as the encouragement they hold out is neceffary to the pre- 
Icrvation and progrefs of fcience. In times of ignorance, and. 
abounding in prejudice, ithas been faid, fuch focictics are uleful 
as a barrier againft mountebanks and other impoftors, and for' 
maintaining a due influence and authority over public opinion. 
But this influence and authority is the very thing to be dreaded. 
Governments direct the academies, aiid the academies the people? 
and thus the fciences bend under defpotifm ; and as they are obci- 
dient to the nod, fo they imitate the ways and manners of courts. 
They become fond of pomp and Ihew, and more dellrous of 
adorning their focieties with men of titles and rank than with 
thofc of genius and learning. A remarkable inftance of this pro- 
jjenfity, I have heard, happened within the memor}' of the pre- 
lent generation, where the Prefident of an illuftriouslocicty in Eu- 
rope had a throne erected for himfclf in place of the ufual chair, 
with adjacent feats a little lower, for foreign ambafladors and other; 
perfonages of great diffinction, fome on his right hand and others 
on his left. 

The Academy of Belles-Lettres at Stockholm, having no other 

fund 




Tn.WKLS Tliuoucn S^VIiCC^i, lOJ 

fund for the prizes than the gcnerofity of the queen dowager, by 
whom it was inftituted, would have been dilTolved a; her death, 
if her Ion Gi.Havus III. had not taken it under his protection. 
He not only furnilhed it with a fund for various prizes every year, 
but alfo for penfious to fcvcral of the members. The province of 
-this academy was extended by the king to foreign literature, Egyp- 
,tiau, Greek, and Roman antiquities, the fcience of emblems, and 
the fuperintendancy over medals, inferiptions, and all public mo- 
numents in the kingdom. The number of members is fixed at 
fifty; fixteen foreign, fourteen honorary, and twenty ordinary 
members; the lad named are profcITcd men of letters.’ In the 
flirt mentioned dart I find the names of the Cardinal de Bernis, 
French ambaffador at Rome before and at the time of the French 
jevolution, in the years 17S9 and 1790 ; the Duke of Niv'ernois; 
P. F. Suhm,_who has lately publirtied large collections, written in 
Latin, of the Scandinavian antiquities ; and Mr. Pallas, formerly 
profclfor in the Imperial academy at Peterlburg. In the lift of 
honorary members are to be found Count Frederic Sparre, chan- 
cellor of the kingdom. This is the fame gentleman who, as was 
Iaid,beHevdl that he fliould mount up to heaven like Elijah, a cir- 
cumrtance which places his acutenert and jntelligcnce in an unfa- 
vourable light. He is the fubject of no bad, though only a punning 
epigram, comprifed in four Swedilh verfes. There is a box in the 
opera-Koufe called xil de bueuf, or ex's eye, in which Count Sparre 
.Ibmetimes (at. It is on this point that the epigram turns. Its 
import is this : — “ Mathematicians have alTumed as a maxim, tliat 

“ the 
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“ the whole is greater than a part ; but Count Sparrc, feated in an 
“ ox's (y-ejclemoftrates that a part may be greater than the whole.” 
His excellency Count Oxcnftieriu, Icnator, prime minifter, &c. 
known in the annals of northern literature by his culogium on 
Guftavus III. bcfides an Odeon Hope, and a poem entitled Skor- 
den (harveft), two pieces of great merit, Roxana, a comedy, and 
Icvcral Imallcr publications ; his excellency Count Duben, fenator, 
minifter of ftate, and commander of the order of Seraphim, dif- 
tinguilhed for his knowledge of drawings, medals and emblems ; 
Dr. Von Troil, archbiftiop ofUpfala, author of a Voyage to Ice- 
land (the ornithologlfts, to pay him a compliment, have chrlf- 
tened a bird after his name, «r/‘a /ro;7/) ; Baron Lejuvuhad ; Baron 
Adlercrantz; Mr. Mat. Benzelftierna ; Baron M. Ramcl, a very 
rich landed proprietor, and a lover of the belles-lettres ; Count N. 
Gylenftolpe'; Count C. Gyllemborg, knight of the polar ftar ; hfe 
wrote a tolerable epic poem called Taget of ver Balt (the Paflage 
of the Belt) by Charles X, a volume of fables, Ibme of them of 
great merit, and poems, the moft diftinguiftied of which is the 
Scalbns ; M. Steenpiper, who has tranftated Tacitus, a man of 
great talents ; and Dr. Olave Celfius, bilhop of Lund, author of 
a Hiftory of Guftavus Va(a, and his foil Eric XIV. 

The ordinary members of the academy for belles-lettres, Infcrip- 
tions, antiquities, &c.arc, Mr. Lillie Strale, well acquainted with 
Englilh and French Utcratnre ; M. Bolin, author of a Hiftory of 
the Swedilh people down to the r^n of Guftavus Vafa ; Mr. 
Elert, a poet; Mr. Schoenberg, hiftoriographer of the kingdem; 

Mr. 
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Mr. Melandcrhiclm, a mathematician; Mr. Rofenftein, formerly 
preceptor to the king, and Iccrctary of the Swedilh academy ; Mr. 
B. Ferncr, preceptor to Giiftavus lit. when prince royal of 
Sweden ; Mr. John Van 'Angenftroem, author of a Guide to the 
Mines for the ufe of travellers (he has now given up the fcicnces, 
and betaken himfelf wholly to agriculture) f Mr. C. J. Strand^ 
keeper of the archives of the kingdom ; Mr. G. Adlerbeth, antU 
quarian of the kingdom, and perpetual fetretary to the academy 
^ of belles-lettres (he publilhed fome wretched tragedies); Mr. A. Pv 
Riftel, lately librarian to his majefty, a poet, and tranflator of fej- 
veral fpeechesiit Salhift; Mr. J. H. Lindeil, p^ofcnb'r ofhiftoryj 
Mr.hJ, Murrberg, niSfter of the CathedraMchooI of 'Stockholm, 
an elegant hiftorian (he' wrote 'an acount of Chriftian's relidence 
at Stockholm in' J 520) ; Mr. J. Hallenberg, hlftoriographer of 
the kingdom ; Mr.Ci'J. Kordin, detin and hiftoriog^ajjher of th« 
royal orders; he has written, in the Memoirs of the Academy, 
the Lives of llluftrious Swedes ; Mr. F. Neikter, profeffor of 
eloquence at Uplala ; Mr. Porthan, profeffor of eloquence in the 
univerfity of Abo ; Mr. Everhandj profeffor of the oriental Ian* 
guages. I c '! 

The regulations of this academy are much the fame with thofe 
of the academy of inferiptions and belles-lettres at Paris. The 
new academy, at Stockholm, for the cultivation of the Swcdifli 
language, is likewile formed nearly on the model of the Academit 
Franfoife, except that the number of the members of the SwediQi 
academy is only eighteen inilcadof forty. TheSweJyh AcaiUm^^or^ 

VoL. I. P 
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as it is otherwife called, the was inftitutedby Guftavtislll. 
in 1788. Of this academy it may be fald in general, that in- 
Head of fccking, it would be fought after ; inftead of encouraging 
geniufcs formed by nature, its aim and object is to create them : 
and certainly it muft be owned that it is a nobler atchievement to 
ifiake fomething out of nothing, than to finifti a work after it is 
begun. Ifhojds out prizes, it is true; but it is neceflary to.be in 
favour with fo pic of the meipbers in order to obtain one. The 
merit of a compofition alone is not fufficient to enfure it fuccels ; 
powerful reconttnendations and good management and; addreft 
are required, The ,m^rnbcrst of the academy know beforehand 
wboistogaiu the.ppl?e,becaqfe this,i^ amafter that depends ort 
their owit will. They even lepd a hand to the favourite candi- 
date for the; improvement of his eflay, aaid k^ep a correlpon- 
d^rioe wit|i him dpoil the fubjcct. It U not ,fo much the judg- 
ptieiif, as the indinatlon of the academy,;that (kcides, AboVcall 
'ih’m^,'a candidate for th< prize muft take good Care not to drop 
a hint of the time employed on his treatifo. ,Au author for whom 
the' academy bad desftiued the fiffl pfizc,!io!Sffi.ertCmly mentioned 
in converfation that he had finllhcd his efiay in no longer a. period 
than eight days t the cbnfequcncc'Was, th^JiCi loft the l»oiiatif he 
would otherwife have obtained. During my abode at Stockholm, 
the prize w.ts decreed in favour of a compofition, entitled, “A 
Poem to Melpomene, or on the dramatic Art ; ” containing 
fomc common place obfervations, exprefled iin high fouiuiing 
terms, aud praifiug different theatrical pieces, among which there 
;.•! i .1 ..!( .was 
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was not one German production fo much as mentioned /ndt cVen 
Emilia Galotti. I was greatly furprifed’ to find that notjthe 
imallcft notice was taken of Lefliirg, a name that it would Teem 
difficult, on the fubjeft of the drama, hot to recOllectitvith'higll 
efteem. But afterwards the myftery came out. I was informed 
that the Swedifh academicians profefled a contempt for German 
literature ; and that to entertain and owb any refpect for it, was 
the furc way* to incur difpleafure. One might apply to thefe 
Swedifh fages what Rouffeau faid to the academicians of Paris — 
“ In your own imaginations you give IclTons to and form the tafte 
“ of all France : but three fourths of the people of France do not 
“ fo iriuch as know of your exiftence” — for they feem to be ac- 
tuated by the lame fort of vanity. ‘ They flatter themfelves that 
their partiality will remain unobferved, and their 'de'cifibns pals 
current from the mere weight of their name. This is probably 
too much the cafe ; yet I am well affured, and it reflects 'no frnall 
degree of honour on the Swedifh 'nation, that pieces rejected by 
the academy are neverthelefs often read and approved' of through- 
out the provinces. ^ 

The members of the Swcdrfh academy are. Count Oxenftierna, 
mentioned among the members of the academy of belles-lettres ; 
Count Gyllenborg, mentioned above ; Count Clafs Fleming.’ 
When Clafs Fleming took his feat among the Swedifh academi- 
cians, a wag obferved, that their number amounted now to juft 
170. How fo? it was.afked. Becaufe, replied he, when a cy- 
pher is added to the.nufnber 1 7, the amount is 1 70.' ■ 

P 2 C. J. Leopold, 
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C. J. LeopoM, the Voltaire of Sweden. He lias written many 
things, anti all of them of great merit. His beft work is his tra- 
gedy of Oden. ^ He is an adept in feveral branches of literature. 
|n the department of belles- lettres he is'a dcfpot, carrying his 
praife or cenfufc to the higbeft extravagance. Leopold is at pre- 
lent lecretary to his majefty, and librarian. 

Mr. Bloin, a fqnator of Stockholm, who obtained the fecoiid 
prize through the favour pf &jhr. Leopold, On this occalion a 
poem' was written in the- Swedilh language, the title of which 
being interpreted, is,, “An Epiftle in Verl'e to thofe who are 
“ ambitious- of immortal Fame." 

NilsSjpberg^who gained the prize of theacademy feveral times. 

Nils Von Rolcnftcin ; Adlerbeth; and Murrberg. All thre^ 
belonging to the academy of belles-lettres. 

Dr. Von Wingard, bilhop of Gothenburg. Tlie bllhop has 
the reputation of being a very; eloquent and pathetic preacher; 
his funeral lermon on the late cjueen dowager, and his difcourle 
at the opening of the diet, 1 786, are ;llill fpokcu of with great 
encomiums. 

Mr. Lobeth, one of the moll active managers of the theatre ; 
Mr. Eclclkranz, author of an Elegy on the death of the queen 
dowager, mother of Guflavus III. who rewarded him with a 
place in the academy. An amateur of natural philofophy : he 
gave, the plan of the telegraph in Sweden. 

Mr, Nordin, above mentioned Mr. Silverftolpe, who more 
than once gained the prize Pf the academy for eloquence and 
, ' ■ poetry ; 
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poetry ; Mr. RaxneU the rich member of the academy of belles- 
lettres, already noticed ; Mr. Lehnberg.a clergyman, who fcveral 
times gained the prize ; an imitator of the French poet Thomas — - 
his thoughts are unnatural and far-fetched, hU flylc turgid and 
bombaflic ; Mr. Tingftadius, profeflbr of Upfala, celebrated in the 
north for his tranflation of the Pfalms, the book of Job, and other 
poetical portions of the feriptures ; Mr. Gyllenftolpc— this man 
has not written any thing ; and it is commonly (aid in Stockholm, 
that it is for this reafon that the Swedifh academicians, out of 
gratitude, have admitted him into their number. ' 

Befides the poets who are members either of the Swedifh aca- 
demy, or that for the cultivation of languages, antiquities, and 
literary talents in general, there are fcveral othersof more celebrity, 
or much more popular with the Swedifh nation, than moft of the 
poetical academicians, or rather academical poets. Mr. Lidner’s 
poem on the death of the Countefs of Spaftara endeavouring to 
feve her child out of the flames, and that on the laft judgment, 
abound in fublime ideas and pathetic fentiments. Mr. Torild 
has written a poem on the paflions, which difplays an intimate 

V 

acquaintance with the human mind, as well as a fine and lively 
imagination ; yet in myjudgment it will not bear a comparifon 
with the ode of the Euglifh poet Collins, where the niceft obfer- 
vations on the conduct of the human heart and mind, when in a 
Hate of various emotion, are poured forth in aftrainof the moft 
cliarming novelty. Though the name of Collins in his own 
country be mentioned with refpect and approbation, yet is his 

fame, 
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feme there, for ought that I could learn, far inferior to what is 
due, and will no doubt one day be paid to his merit. His poem 
on the death of Thomfon may. be coufidered as the moft elegant 
piece of criticilni, and the moft feeling and tender elegy that was 
ever written by one poet on another. Collins, fer fuperior to that 
jealouly and envy which tarniftiesthe minds of minor poets among 
his couiitrymen,and from which even Pope, that elegant verfifier, 
is by no means exempt, felt what he wrote, and fliewcd himfelf 
once a good and great man, and a pathetic and fublime poet. 
But I ftray from Scandinavia, to which I return. Mr. Torild is 
not more diftinguiftied by his poetical compofitions than by, his 
enthuliaftic admiration of OlTian. All kinds of poetry not in 
the ftyle of Oftian he utterly defpifes. It is needlefs after this ob- 
fervation to mention that his own poems are very much written 
in that ftyle. There is nothing more natural than for a Scandi- 
• navian to have a predilection and partiality for Oftian ; the va- 

lour, the virtues, and the extenfive power and dominion of thei( 
princes being celebrated in the fongs of that poet. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The Academy of Sciences at Stockholm — TheClaJfes into vihlch it is 
Jivuied — Some Remarks on the Dijiribution and Arrangement of 
the Sciences — Abufe that prevails in admitting as Members of Li~ 

* ter ary Societies Perfons not properly qualified — A Lift of the Mem- 
bers of the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, with Obfervations 
on' their Writings and literary Character — Academy of Sciences at 
Upfala ; ' Royal Society of Sciences and Belles-Lettres at Gothen- 
' burgh ; Society at Lund ; and other Societies or Academies — Col- 
lection of Models and Machines at Stockholm — Dfpofition of the 
Swedes for the Arts and Sciences — Their National Character. 

TT HE royal academy of fcienccs at Stockholm was founded 
in 1 739. It conlifts of a hundred members that are natives of 
Sweden, and a^conliderable number of aflbeiates of foreign na- 
tions. Their Memoirs are publifhed in the Swedilh language at 
the end of every three months. A new prefident is chofen half- 
yearly. There are two perpetual fecretaries; no honorary or 
merely nominal and ufclels members. The only funds of this fo- 
cicty are the profits arifing from the monopoly of almanacs, which 
profits amounted in the year 1 800 to two thoufand rix dollars. 
The obfervatory and the cabinet of natural hillory, with the houfe 
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in which it is coiitaineci, belong to the academy. The former 
fuperinteiidant of the cabinet, Mr. Sparmann, has been fet afide, 
and fucceeded by Dr. Q^enzel, a young man of great induftry, 
to whom the academy art indebted for the new order in which 
the cabinet, that was formerly in the utmoft confufion, is now 
arranged. Dr. ^enzel is a confiderable proficient in natural hif. 
tory, and the academy could not have made choice of a more 
proper perfon for undertaking that charge. 

In 1799 the academy was divided into feven difFerent clafTca, 
and a certain number of members was afligned to each. This 
divifion of the fciences was indeed a fevere trial of the abilities of 
the academicians. In order to make luch a diftribution with 
philoibphical precifion, it would have been necclfary cither to de- 
duce the genealogy of all the fciences and correfponding arts, from 
the parental flock of common principles in human mind ; or 
in Ibmc other way to have made an accurate, though general 
claflification of the various objects of truth or knowledge. 

The great Lord Bacon formed a plan in his book De Au^mentis 
Sclenitarim, of all the arts and fciences of which man is capable, 
by referring them to the leading powers of the mind ; memory, 
judgment, and im.agination. This plan has been followed almofl 
by every author that has come after him, even by the writers of 
the French Encyclopaedia. But thefc gentlemen have declared, 
with great candour and judgment, that they experienced an em- 
barraffment in the arrangement of their fubjccts, in proportion to 
the latitude allowed of arbitrary choice ; as the different branches 
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of knowledge might be referred either to the beings which they 
have for their objefts, or to the different faculties of the foul. 
Difficulties attend cither plan. iThe former involves us in an 
endlefs labyrinth, not only of genera and Jptcies^ and thefe too the 
mere work of the human mind ; but of .individual objedfs not to 
be reduced with preciflon to any dais or mutual correfpondence : 
the lather Implies that latitude of atbiti^y choice, ^hich the. 
French encyclopaedifts have juftly remarked. ' ,[ 

< The fcientific academicians df Stockholm have not adopted* 
either of thefe plans, but fliruck out anew one of their own, as is 
to be perceived in the followingclanification, which feems to reft 
principally on the myftical number feveii. The fir A dais have 
for the fubject of their inquiries, economy general and rural. This 
dais is compofed of fifteen members. The I'econd, confiAing alfo 
of fifteen members, has for its object, commerce and the mechanical 
arts. The third clafs, in number alfo fifteen, exterior phyjics and 
natural bijiory. The fourth clafs, likewife fifteen, interior phyjics 
and natural philofophy. The fifth clafs, ill number eighteen, ma- 
thematics. The fucth clafs, fifteen in number, medecine. The 
fcventh and laft clafs, coufifting of twelve members , is configned 
to Belles-Lettres, the hijlory of the "world, languages, and other 
ftudies ufeful or agreeable. 

It is evident that the whole of this arrangement is characte- 
rized by an air of inaccuracy, whimficality and confufion. The 
laft clafs is plainly contrived as a receptacle for the various fub- 
jcctsof inveftigation not provided for in any ofthe former divifions. 
VoL. I 0^ I„ 
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In this arrangeroedt the lameolgcicts are prefeoted ui^t^r diSeceht 
namesv while 'Other departniehta 6f finencQ-^re wholly. othiUed. 
What it the.dilliactioa-hehmBe'tI natuf^ hiflory and;exteripr .phy4 
fids i and b^ween iiiteridc plates and dxpcriincaUl philolbphy 
Why'ia-conMnbrcetietadhQd from^iecaljeconDniy ?^ahd why. is 
there ho meiition 'whatevner anadoof moral. philpfoph}' ?. General 
eeonohiy ttfelfr in a coH>reheiAveView ofithii>g8, fails uadei’the 
head of moral philofepby^ laT'ihir partof the phut there is^ibnicj 
ifitiiig ^cremely'-uophiiefifEbcal aad.abfiird....i ido .not iecoUect 
an mAance of iHich ghtring neglect ^df the; moA.hnpdrtant hraneb 
<lif phik>fophy, exdept oMf nmoe^ that ina 'finnoue-uiuverfity of 
England the Jibiia ^hif6fipiia- 4»»alis is e^repMated' ti$''th<^lol^ 
pnf^fe'Of lodgiiig.th«^nuiddianintfhleB,;«(!td 'Mbdr- 
and ft&tiies. ''Fkifllly-, why^let apartone eki^ of dKi'r(padenhciliM9 
for the improvement of hiAor^ and tbehelles>lettres, wbeti theii!) 
was already an academy; devoted 'Co thofe partichlar ;puK^oles> 
and'When the ob^eoclmplitKl .in'thetttle of tfad academy is tier 
literatore’ hat 'Coietice ? It-hat^been remarked that the grandelh 
Arokesof pohey. hake been: Aruck, and che'moA htfiefieial- im'^ 
prov^Toents in^pefiticai aSairaidSectei by'-Ate'oodniela'and^ata^' 
lU^oieut not ^-diplorBatiAs and lawyers, or profefh'ohbl men of 
any kind, but by men of the world, general IchQbffi, andWhOtW^ 
commoniyxalMi1ili|eaUy cddciRed'gehAerhtn; Sn; the fame Vday 
mefi of hbertd anfl.'imbri&ifed ittt^ iiright'afiTord <bcttei< advici: for< 
i«^latHig Teamed' fooiMit:frj''fijbtKdB,iiuMl;trniVef{ltiecr, thaii^'p/o^ 
fbuod-fdiolm^ 'wfad&ariewsiare;ha[fMiwed’by thehdlttohee Ofpe'‘i 
nl ^ ^ diliTry. 
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(kntry. Theft never think of ckanging-tiicir own forms; naftire,-; 
and the cenrfe human aBatrav they fancy,- ought to bend to: 
their forms and inftitutions ;.and they woulideem-if below their- 
dighity^tofubmit their eftabtilhdrf ftofi'bhs'w dxp«im«ftt anrfobs-, 
Ifervation. " The plan of thfe hatton*^ iiiftiluio ofFratfee h-top" 
HbeiUh cprapreheiifiVeir 'afiM gWilrf, fee iW Ae work of -fchodlmen.' 
■ Thednnhohs oflcicnceandfinentifkal.puWoits in the icadetfiyi 
at Steckhbhn appear to hayfe 1>efn imdc 'wkh a' vicw to "give ge" 
neral fotisfaftwh, ahdto operr a iJfaOf fiir fherecejitibn oT all meh‘ 
whb'ftiduld be df'cdhifc^mcy ctfbij^ to ady iuiSte'tbthe'lheJdty' 
l^ lhOir-farikj- or ilch- enough to'bHW, 6'r htdaii e'lidugtt fogiStf 
thO^-raeBibefs by flattbritt'. 'T^efo'irhdt'agehtjeman of 
oftaU 'who-raay' nOt* b&bmi#a"'m'cmbi^r^^ cKfi/'hor tf 

iribithint whbhas-ndt '^ry pliul^e^rcteufioiiitb bctfioCh ihto' 
*hofei!b»ld;’ef"6ry'britotfidbglff dndoiitfthdlbgift,’ cvtitycblkftbifl 
of- fiflibs'dr JrtfeaS, miy bbtehg’tir'thc tlnfd' W fbhrfh cfitfit- SjF 
vaviOuft drtiflbiis and iubidi\^Jfidns of ithfc d^ipaft^ch't'of rhathema-^ 
tVdS;-Mycl^k-6f^p!e arithfte'tlcfai^ 4r<y c6hfftoiffor of tf iahgld 
o>’Obffai<iler bf^ Mm^atdci;"lhight'k4tve Bebh'mtt^dted^ 
fifihckifs, if this abufeliad 'hdt bcch'-'rcfiffM by'Mr.' Kfefa'ndef- 
Welmind other gehtlcftien of '*triie ph^dfo^Wwrt ^fc^rinifiMohi 
Th’bis the- (cventh clsds'Is opeft tb e vbiy cdthpbftt bf bKllids j hovels', 
ttadr^galsj vocabularies^ and gValhmars.'Thtf great huinWr^W 
. %bn^Qfe'this-academyfras''bebn'inadfe the lb^e^bf th^ bbalt 
4h Sweden. 'It WbuI9’hbtv^e«fdk^cbiirlidef^,*^tfta£tl^ *’6^ 
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pious the number of academicians, the more the chance and pro- 
bability is increafed of their admitting improper perfons for their 
aflbeiates. Weak and ignorant men, once received, are as proud 
(and generally more fo) of the title of academicians as men who, 
by their talents and abilities, have rifen to that hono'ur ; and 
while they contribute nothing to the Aock of knowledge, .they 
perplex and confound, by the capricioufnefs of their votes, the belt 
laid plaiis for its enlargement. The number of one hundred is 
much too great for a country in which literature and fcience have 
made but a very limited progrefs. If there were only fifty afling 
members, and fifty hotiorary, that is members withoutvotes in the 
affairs of the academy, there would be Icfs room for intrigue and 
foftion, their proceedings would be more philofophical, and their 
induftry receive a happier direftlon. , At prefent a confiderable 
portion of their fellows confifts of young men without a fufficlent 
acquaintance with literature and fcience for fupporting the name 
of academicians. For the acquirement of this title nothing more 
is requifite, than to be rich and to make prefents to the academy. 
Thus I know that gentlemen have been chofen whofe only pre- 
tenfion was that of being called a banker, or infpeftor of the 
mines. 1 was acquainted with feme young men, the fons of 
members, not deficient in literature, but abounding alfo in wealth, 
who were elefled merely for the merits of their fathers. Others 
have come under my obferwtion, who, having made a voyage to 
Bavavia, and fent home feme birds and other productions of that 
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iflaiid, as a prefeiit to the cabinet of natural hiftory, were on that 
account made academicians. Phylicians in the ifland of St. Bar- 
thelemi have been rewarded for fimilar lervices in the fame man- 
ner : even poft-mafters have been complimented with the title of 
member, merely to enfure the fafe conveyance of letters and 
parcels. Such are the fopperies and abfurdities that have been 
committed in Sweden by a (bciety of phiiolbphers ! The name 
of academician, or fellow of a learned fociety, ought not to be 
beftowed upon any other qualification or charafter than that of 
a man of letters. But thefe qualities are not attached to rank 
and fortune, or other advantages ; nor can they be created by the 
diploma of an academy. It is therefore ridiculous and inconfiftent 
with good fenfe to place men in fituations for which they are 
not fit. Let the academies found orders, and grant to their fa- 
vourites erodes or any other particular marks of diftindion ; all 
thefe may be innocent : but they fiiould not pretend, by the magic 
of their eledlion, to make philofophers of men who perhaps fcarce 
underftand the exprefiion. 

Intrigue, cabal, and envy of real merit, the little vices of fome 
academies and learned ibeieties, have an unavoidable tendency to 
expofe them to the attacks of wit and ridicule. The farcaftical 
epigrams to which the ignorance and dulnels of individual acade- 
micians have given birth in different countries^would form an 
excellent jeft-book, and be more generally and indeed morejuftly 
admired than a*grcat part of their memoirs or tranlailions. All 
the world knows the epitaph on Pirron : 
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■' “ Ci gif Piroh qiu nc fCtr rien, — ' ' 
" Pas meme acadefeiclen.”* i :r. \.-,l 






TTic following is a lift of th6 3«derny of fciencfeS 'atStockholm * 



m 1799. 
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. . .CJLASS I. . , . . 

-v :y:r',\ • 3 ri '.'t r.:.< 



o::;:n s:iT \ >:y3i:':^^^4PP>py. g<tMtral'an(irU ^ ' ;.i i-jt: :r.:; ryj 

: 'Mr;iCuitclx!rgV ItiJoWri aBthc iufhor of fevdfal^eces Wfittcfl 
bn-*hij Ibbjiifl public! affisira dbriiig the Yrttm^ 'oT the df^ts-br^ 
pariiartekts. :■ -3 V- 

3“D/. teihalstWihifelihi a phyTicfati, ohe of the beft fitiancicrs ftl 
Swbd6!v.'‘ii '.1 ;I . nvy.li-'.L lu. ';o 

fenator, a good financier. 

by! his advice fhat ’thfe rlx-dbU^svas i^tiftd frotn -rife Value of mvfi 
iitf thM of eighteen dolklfs.'’^'Hfr was alfe thie prfejedor of fhc he\^ 
rchetiOe adopteSi by gbVerrimeht fbr the dfftillatibn of bbandy, !^ 
which:lhex|5y-lvileg€ ^bfdiftflliug ^si lakeh'ftoht thc^Swediffl 
people, and became a monopoly at thedHpbfal Wriic crowii. ‘ 
thefe'xFegulatrottft 'individual* We’re oWl^^ eithW to rafccm Ihc 
«right»f diftilling their own gtAm by' a Itim of niodeyi ^of ’to pay 
£ar. their fpiriis double the-'ufyal prite;-^ -THe’ibldreff bfthe'lSd^ 
WMthiis placed in dkeift^oppblkioh’tO thatbf theifetibil; ' Attbe 
ifimtetifne tharflw pbkso of brandy ^I'asr'fo mdcli eaifiid',- ^d far- 
ther .advandefr Were’ftill thfeatcried,thO fiifmeiVSsVfe depaved-df 
Ij'/. ,ti:<.‘S:/c::i:r.t to t~:oc;;:n S!;>x’: '10 :ii.i ;c'jtV£ n^rl: bi-.ifr.Ls 

• Here 1I« Plrroi). lyho wa?poih^ : f.’oai LI-.c-w 
Not everi^'acadcVnlcfini ' * 
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the draff, or grains, which had been of great benefit to them in 
the feeding of their cattle. ^^SucBari^innovation was as bold and 
rafh anexperimentin9weden,'-as ihffoppVifKon of roligrous fhows 
iad.prcKcfTions wottldhfwobcffbfltRonM! 0r Naples. ijAigcaeral 
iuTurEodiou was appeehendedt 4nd thepdipw.o'PWiopQly wa&abahr 
<k>ncd.^(;l6,w83. fiiri byfithe feeft hniOPWPed.pWhong the Swpdes;: 



tiftn wtcn'die popujar'i^igftaticxv aud r^e agpi^ 34r. I«tlien^, 
driwt^wcrff.innft:forvettt^that;hc yvas jttftloT; and'fh^cict)tl/ pp-i 
lafhtfd-.fctrhiis riniereilftfijauaelwWn brandy. b(y.^ce^taIn;do^hfAiftI 
intemperate ufc of that “ precious bane.” Lillejtcraiita, has,, tboj 
rcputttiani.7QfbeiQg ajt^neO xnad,tai*44w ypfightSSMgiftrateH 
Mr. Ugla,.sci[)lLBaor of.ioauufnripts ajjdffp^refcboielt^ipf vyhirA^ 
he makes prefents to the acadflmyiji^rn tl:ii r. ,i.c7ilv/\iA 



r MrrjHddeDro$,!^r&fbfkf^ of-iAbb*/ ,H§ l3»s,a<itendsd;WitJigj<at 
dihgfen'ce,.tonthc:efe(aa;p*bflui6^.-,-i^ dblortotauflg; |bfl.,br<«4l 9f> 
diff^snt fpcactesaaf aiaaia}s..v:i[£;;p Lovoaqmi nc "to nitlosioq "to 
Mr. Graeve Ehrensverd, who has publifhed an account.b)^hi& 
tratcb ladtaiyK'Wiittsuitt ,ma6tilie(: ^ 1 1dss i4d«». ire It^- 

prelTed in a myftical way, and as it wfx^e liy ibtefflgJyfflfiWq 
ibm^xxbdlooft Seangbtfinan.nnd i(f:partie«)ady,h^y.SiveAriaa- 
t^aftsLii Wheaadfniihlfgirbec^iatcGariforcBjfti/ betif^thwobt.!!® 
draw caricatures of every one who cai»ftrt0['yifM:l^<:i L-jffliWoq 
•MfL iDnbbi a^lijffioiaa! stiGQli^«qbtrrg,iswi4mj^hof flf aftfiy44|o- 
ocbraknwal ji»J<n^oT»jhjchli^tilvjd> sdUbflaedi.iL^ .bcr.if> .iM 
To the firft clafs are alfo affixed.<hl6 

o*ils ild'j bciooil edi oT 
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CLASS II. 



Commerce and Mechanical Arts, or Handicrafts. 

Baron Hermelin. The baron has made feveral journies, and 
at his own expence caufed geographical maps to be drawn of dif- 
ferent portions of the Swedifh dominions. He entertains fome 
ideas and projedts for cultivating and peopling Lapland. At pre- 
fent he is employed in writing adclcription of that country, and> 
its mineralogical produdtions. More of this worthy and zealous 
patriot hereafter. 

Baron Ahlftromer, who has brought fheep from Spain for im- 
proving the breed of thole uleful animals in Sweden. 

Mr. Arfvedfon, a rich merchant. 

Mr. Gcjer, a mineraloglft, who has publilhed feveral memoirs 
on lead mines difeovered in Scania. He has fet up a manufadory 
of porcelain of an improved quality, which has been very fuc- 
celsful. 

Mr. Swab, a bergmaftarc, or luperintendant of mines, and a 
good pradical mineralogill. 

Baron dc Geer, a very rich man, and fon of the celebrated 
Charles de Geer, who wrote a treadle on the hiftory of inleds, 
publilhed in Icvcn volumes. 

Mr. Lindbom, author of a paper on the vindfpetor windlals. 

Mr. Garnej, author of a work highly efteetned on founderics 
of iron in Swedilh Mafmdlkre, • . i 

To the fecond cla& alfo belong Mr. Bcrndllon, and Mr. Bladb,' 
a phylician. 
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CLASS III. ' 

Kxtenor PLyfics, and Natural Hijlory. 

Mr. Lidbcck, a profelTor at Lund. Having arrived at a very 
^reat age, he has now loft the recolledlion of the little knowledge 
of natural hiftory that he once poflefleil. • ^ 

Mr. Oftcck, the oldeft naturalift living, and^ known in the 
learned world by his Journey in China, which has been tranflated 
into different languages. ^ j 

Mr. Thunbcrg, more advantageoufly known to the world by 
his botanical defcriptions of erica, profea, garderia, gladiolus, &c^ 
than by his Travels to Japan, in which his triBing oblervations 
Icem to keep pace with the inequality and incorredlnels of his 
ftyle. He is now become a farmer ; and being at the &me time 
the fucceffor of Limrseus in the univerfity of Uplala, he is UkeB 
up with too many objedts and branches of natural hiftory to be 
great in any of them.. His laft productions are very inferior, and 
bear the marks of hafte and negligence. 

, Mr. Sparrman, a phyfician, and one of the illuminees, or pupils 
of Mefmer. His name is Ibmetimes joined to that of Captain 
Cook, the famous circumnavigator, though he had no connection 
with him, except that he failed in the fame ftiip. Mr. Sparrman 
has made himfelf known to the world by his Travels in J^frica, 
which is but a poor work. Befides this he has publiflied feme 
other books and treatiles, which do not entitle him to a very high 
r^k in the republic of letters. It feems that from difappoint- 
VoL. I. R 
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ment he has given up his literary labours, and turned his attention ' 
to another occupation, by which he may perhaps render himfelf 
more ufeful ; this is a manufactory for making and printing linen 
cloth. I have noticed above that the muleum of the academy 
was formerly entrufted to his care, but that he has been fuc- 
ceeded in that office by Dr. Q^enzel. 

Mr. Retzius, a profeflbr in the univerlity of Lund. He has 
publiffied a Ij-ftem of mineralogy, by which he has acquired fome 
reputation, though it is fald to be founded chiefly on compilation. 

In the preface to this book he acknowledges that he is not inti- 
mately converfant with the fyftcm of Lavoifir. 

Mr. Odman, a clergyman, and profelTor at l^fala, well verfed 
in geography, and editor of different vopges and travels." He is 
the author of a treatife intended to explain feveral pafTages in the 
lacred feriptures by the aid 'of natural hiffory. He is accounted 
an excellent philologift, as well as a good naturalifl : he is pro- 
foundly (killed in Hebrew and Arabic : he is an univerfal 
fcholar, and his name is famous throughout all Sweden. Being 
opprefled with melancholy, he never ftirs from his chamber. One 
day, being ftrdngly afflicted with this indifpofition, he lent to one . 
of his friends to borrow fome books of any fort to amufe him : 
his friend, knowing his tafte, lent him a chell full of voyages and 
travels. He is particularly noted for a comprehenfive and tena- 
cious memory, and by means of this and his great reading, he has 
acquired a more accurate knowledge of many remote parts of the 
globe than thofe who have actually travelled in them. He forms 
, in 
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in his mind an abridgement of all the books he reads ; and is, in 
fhort, a living encyclopsedia. 

Mr.VonCarUbn, who has a cabinet of natural hiftory, which 
contains a great collection of ftufFed birds. He b very conver- 
lant in ornithology. He has bequeathed by will his collection to 
the academy, and it is on this ground that he was chofen a 
jnaember. : 

Mr. Hornlledt, who has made a voyage to Batavia, and thence., 
imported fomc natural curiolities. 'f 

Mr. Swartz, juftly celebrated throughout all Europe as a diftin-' 
guilhed botanift. He excels particularly in the dab of cryptq- 
gamia. To his literary merits he adds the advantage of obliging, 
manners, and of a communicative and generous difpofition. 

Mr. Fahlberg, phylician to the Swedifh fettlement in St. Bar^i 
thelemi, from whence he lent fpecimens of natural productions- 
to the academy at Stockholm. 

Mr. Paykull. He is the author of a verlion of Anacreon from 
the French tranflation, for he docs not underftand the original 
Greek. He has allb publilhed fomc theatrical pieces, viz. Odenf* 
warman, Virginia and Domul; which are not thought by any 
one to be above, and by (bme rather below, mediocrity. The 
work' entiled Fauna Suenia is not fuppofed to be entirely his own 
compofition. 

*■ ^ T I 

Mr. Afzelius, lately returned from Sierra-Leone, frt Africa, where 
he refided for the fpace of four or live yean : he there was the 
proprietor of a fmall piece of ground, from which'he was driven 
*’ • R a into 
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into circumftaiices of great diftreft, by that 'exterminating rage 
which prevailed at that time between the French and the Engliih. ; 
He collefted obje£ls of natural hiftory in that country; and is 
going to publiHi a Fauna and Flora ^'meenfis. He is alio ai 
proficient in oriental languages. 

'■ Mr. Acharius, who has publilhed fome trafts on the mofles and i 
lichens, under the title of Uchenografhia ; in which work he is 
indebted to the afliftante of Mr. Swartz. 

Mr. Norberg ; this gentleman has travelled a great deal in . 
Rufila, and is elleemed a very ingenious and (kilful m^hanic. 
He has made fevcral improvements in the fteam’ engine, and 
given other proofs of mechanical Invention. .1 

CLASS IV, ' ’ 

Interior Phyjics, and Experimental Philofophy. . . 
Mr. Von Engeftrom, already noticed in the academy of belles- . 

lettres. - yi ■, 

Mr. J. G. Gahn, of Fahlun : he is an excellent metallurgift, 
and acquainted with all the principal experiments in metallurgy, 
as well as with books on that fubjefl iu ditTerent languages. He 
is the moft engaging and interefling gentleman, in Fahlun, on 
account both of his general knowledge and his polite and ele- 
gant hofpltality. 

Mr, Hielm, a chemift blindly devoted to the lyftcm of 
Bergmanu. . • . , . • - _ , , • ■ • • 

BatonVottGcdda, formerly an accurate experimenter; but he 
: ' . has 
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has lived till he has become very aged, till he has loft his fight ; 
and what is more mortifying — his^ fame. 

Mr. J. Gadolin, a very good chemlft, and author of a treatife 
on the elements of chemiftry. 

Mr. Juliu, an apothecary ; his admiflion into the academy was 
the reward of his meteorological oblervations atUllaborg, which 
were made with great diligence and accuracy : he is a good and 
active collector in natural hiftory. 

Mr. Broling, who has been in England for the purpofe of fee- 
ing the mines, and becoming acquainted with the methods which 
are ufed in. that country of working them : he pades in Sweden 
for the inventor of a flexible catheter, made of elaftic gum ; and 
alfo of a folution of iron for ftamping names or any other mark . 
on linen cloth, without injuring it. He imported from England 
the fecret of pulverifing Peruvian bark and other fubftanccs ; on 
which account it is believed he was forced to quit that country. , 

Mr. Edelcrantz, already noticed in the Swedifli academy ; he 
is a kind of butt to both academies. Guftavus III. called him 
Lyren-krantzi but the fecretary of ftatc, Schrdderheira, obfcrved, 
that he ought to be called Mufen-krantz, which in Swedilh im- 
plies a rifible double fignification. 

Mr. Sioften, a young man, as well in years as in the ftudy of 
phyfics; he has tranflated into the Swedifli tongue Cavallo’s 
Theory of Electricity. . . > 

{ . . • 
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CLASS V. 

Mathematical Sciences. 

Mr. Gadoliii, bifliop of Abo. 

Mr. Fenier, already noticed in the academy of belles-lettres. 

Mr. Melanderhielm ; he has written a book on aftronomy,*in 
two volumes octavo ; a courfc of mathematics, in (everal volumes 
not yet printed ; commentaries on the theory of the moon, and 
feveral papers in the aSis of the academy. As a mathematician, 
he has the character of a confummate calculator, and profound 
geometrician. His manners are marked by an uncommon degree' 
of coldncls and apparent indifference. 

' -Mr. af Chapman, known as the author of experiments on the 
refiAancc of fluids, printed among the memoirs of the academy.' 
He is confidered as the greateft naval architect in Sweden. 

Mr. Planman, celebrated for an obfervation taken at Cayana- 
borg, of the tranfit of the planet Mercury over the fun ; which 
obfervation, in conjun£Vion with that of De la Callle, at the Capo 
of Good Hope, forms the balls for tlie menfurationof dimenfion’ 
in the fyftem of the world. 

Mr. Prolperin, celebrated on account of his extenfive table on 
the diftanccs of comets, and feveral memoirs publilhed in theadls 
of the academy on the fame fubjed. • . 

Mr. Lejonmark, author of feveral memoirs on the conftruflion 
of equations of the third and fourth degree. Not a man of ge- 
* ■ nius 
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nlus or invention, but well acquainted with chemiftiy and rainc- 
ralogy. He is bergrat, or couufellor of the college of nainers. 
Mr. Nicandcr, compiler of the Swedilh almanacks. ^ 

Mr. Landerbeck, author, as 1 believe, of a paper publilhed in 
the tranla£lions of the royal fociety of London, “ De Methodo 
“ inveniendi Curvas ex datis radiorum Olculi proprietatibus.” 
'When he was firll propofed as a member by Ferner, he was re- 
jected ;■ but on his producing a letter of recommendation from 
England, as is liiid, he w.is admitted. 

Mr. Nordmark, formerly profeflbr of mathematics at GrielTe- 
walde; now profeflbr of natural philolbphy at Upfala. He is the 
author of fcveral memoirs publilhed among the a£ls of the aca- 
«lemy, and of one publifhed lately under the title of “ I.acunx in 
doctrina proportionum Euclidci animadverfa;, expletio,” in 
which he undertakes to obviate the objections of Dr. Robert 
Simfon, profeflbr in the univerfity of Glafgow, to the fifth and 
feventh definitions in the fifth book df Euclid ;* and in which he 
has clearly (hewn that Euclid’s method of treating proportion^ is 
flrictly mathematical. He is one of the mofl learned and en- 
lightened men in the univerfity of Upfala : he is not only ac- 
quainted with the modern languages, and with Greek and Latin, 
^ut is alfo a great proficient in Hebrew, Arabic, and Syriac. 

Mr. Lidtgren, aftronomical obferver at Lund. 

• Mr. Schulten, profeflbr in the military fchool at Carlberg; 
he has made hydrographical charts of the gulph of Bothiii*; and 

* See Sunron'iElemeatt of Euclid. 

publifhed. 
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publiflied, for the ufc of his pupils, elements of aftronomy and 

mechanics, 

Mr. Nordwall, one of the beft mechanics in Sweden. It was 
under the direction of Nordwall that the famous canal of Trol- 
hatta was completed. He is now engaged in the continuation of 
a work, called in Swedilh Berserks lexicon, i. c. a dictionary 
on mines and mineralogy : it was begun by Mr. Renman, who 
wrote a hiftory of Sweden, which Is well known in the literature 
of that country. 

Mr. Swamberg, fecretary to the academy, a native of Tornea. 
He is a profound mathematician and aftronomer ; a man of ex- 
-tenfive general knowledge, and a true philofophcr. He has been 
lately fent into Lapland to verify the obfervationsofMaupertuis, 
and is at this moment employed, together with other mathema- 
ticians, in repeating the obfervations made by the French aca- 
demicians, which were fufpected of inaccuracy. 

To the fame clafs like wife belong Mr. Polheimer, a good me- 
chanic ; Mr. Tegman, and Mr. Bouck. 

CLASS VI. 

- I 't 

Medicine. 

f 

Mr. af Acrcl, cfteemcd the beft furgeon in Sweden. He is a 
man of great merit ; but it is to be regretted that he has remained 
•wholly ignorant of the difcoveries that have been made in phyfio- 
logy during the laft ten years, in otlier parts of Europe. The 
confcquence of this is, that he is devoted to liis own lyftem, and 

wiU 
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will adnut no alteration and improvement. He is a gcoJ ope- 
rator. 

Mr. Schultzencrantz, a very old man, was in his day an excel- 
lent accoucheur. 

Mr. Wahlbom, a naturalift. 

Mr. Odhelius ; in extreme old age, he has not only furvived 
his reputation as an operator in difeafes of the eyes, but almoft 
all recollection of his exiftence. 

Mr. Blom, already mentioned in the Swedilh academy ; he is 
one of the fuperintendants of the mines at Fahlun. j 

Mr. Acrel, junior, nephew to the older Acrel, and as diflin- 
guilhed in his profefllon. This young man gave indications; of a' 
vigorous and inventive mind, and much was expected from the 
progrefs of years and experience. But a Broke of apoplexy in ihie 
head has obliged him to retire from bulinels, and to abandon his 
Budies. 

Mr. Murray, a great anatomiB, and profelTor of anatomy at 
Upfala : he has written a number of papers in the memoirs of the 
academy of fciences at Stockholm, as well as in thofe of the 
royal Ibciety at Uplida. He is pofleffed of an extraordinary fund 
of knowledge, and noted for his ardent zeal to communicate his 
ikill and fcience to his pupils. 

Mr. Hagftrom, a furgeon and phyfician at Stockholm : the 
beft accoucheur after Schultzencrantz. He is accounted a more 
^earned man than the latter. 

VoL. I. 



S 



Mr, 




lOO 



TRAVELS THROUGH SWEDEN. 



• Mr. Weftring, a pbyfician at Norkoping. He has publlftled 
fome interefting obfervations on the ufe tha.t may be made of 
lichens in the production of various colours. 

Mr, H. Gahn, a phyfician, who is at the head of his profeflion 
in Sweden in refpect of the theory of phyfic. He is attentive to 
dvery new experiment, difeovery, and improvement, and keeps 
pace with the progreft of fcience. 

Mr. Noezen, a phyfician at Upfala, who employs his leifure 
hours in the ftudy of natural hiftory. He has given a defeription 
of fome infocts. 

- Mr. Tengmalm, a phyfician at Wefteraas, and accounted the 
heft practitioner in the provinces. He has funiiftied two very 
good papers in the memoirs of the 'academy, one on SwedKh 
birds, and another on a woman who bred a number of flies in 
her nofo. 

,, . CLASS vir. 

Selles-Leitresy XJniverfal Hiftory, Hiftory of U/erature and other 
Studies, ufeful or agreeable. 

Mr. Schonberg, already noticed in the academy of belles-lettres. 

‘ Mr. Liljeftrile, a poet. 

Mr. Gerfve, Count Sparre. See academy of belles-lettres. 

Mr. Aldbreth, a member of the two foregoing academies. 

Mr. VonRofenfticn,beforementionedintheSwedifh academy. 

hir. Franc, a poft-mafter, 

Baron 



Digitized by Google 




TRAVELS TTIROUGS SWEDEJT. l5l 

Baron Renterholm, famous on account of the influence he pof- 
fefled in the direftion of public affairs during the regency. I 
do not know that he has cultivated any branch of literature. 

Mr. Rofenbald, a devotee, and thought to be one of the illu- 
minati. 

Mr. Silverflolpe. See Swcdifh academy. 

Mr. Ekel : the beft chemift in Sweden. ; 

In this academy we alfo find the names of Mr. Zetzel, Lager- 
heim, Ofverbom, Schultzenheim, and Rofenhane. 

Befides the literary academies, of which I gave given an ac- 
count in the foregoing pages, there are fome others in Sweden, viz.' 

1. The royal academy of fcicnces at Upfala, whole tranfadions 
are written in L>atin. 

2. The royal fc>ciety for the cultivation of fcieijces and belles* 
lettres at Gothenburg, which has publifhed fbmc memoirs. • t 

3. The royal phyfiographical fbeiety, which vsias iniftituted ai 
Lund in 1 776, and incorporated by the king in 1 778. The pa* 
pers, which this fbeiety has given to the world, relate only to the 
natural hiftory, chenuftry, and agriculture of the province of 
Skanc or Scania. 

4. The fociety of belles-letties, natural hiftory, and rupd 
economy at Carlftadt. 

5. The academy of belles-lettres at Abo. 

6. The Finlandifli fbeiety for rural economy. 

7. The patriotic and agricultural fbeiety of Stockholm. 

9. The acadenay for painting and fculpture at Stockholm. 1 

S 2 The 
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9, The fbcicty fOr the inftru£tlou of fellow-citizens at Stock- 
boltn.* 

The academy of Iclences hold their meetings in the Obferva- 
tory, which is a lofty and beautiful edifice, fituatcd on an eminence 
at the extremity of the city, and furniflied with a great number 
of excellent aftronomical inftruments of all forts. There is no- 
thing by which the genius of the Swedes is more diftinguifhed, 
than a happy turn for mechanical improvement, which is called 
forth and encouraged by their mines. It was by means of iaftru- 
ments made at Stockholm, that the Swedilh aftronomers detefled 
certain inaccuracies in the oblerVations made by Maupertuis. 
There is at Stockholm, in an ancient palace where the courts of 

juftice 

• On (he fubject of the actual rtate of literature m Sweden I ou^ht to rake 
notice of nten of letters* of diilingoifhed talents andaccompHDimemi* who are 
neirb^r members of aGademics, nor profcITore In univeriitiei. Perhaps I ought 
alfo to mention Grangers, who* from the circumftance of being eilablithed in 
ibmfc of the public offices at Stockholm* have an opportunity of contributing 
either directly or in^rectly to ibe advancement ,of literature and fcience. But 
fuch perfons, retired from tlie pomp and parade of learning, have a right to be 
|irotccted undet the (liadc of their philofophicdl retreat. As they are not ambi- 
tious of public praife, fo neither ought they to be draped forth iitto public crN 
licifm and cenfure. I cannot, however, avoid naming Mr. Cattcau,aminiftcr 
of the calvinlftic perfuafibn at Stockholm, author of a book called Tahitau de 4s 
5W<r, a Picture or a View of Sweden* which has been tranHatcd into Englifh« 
Mr. Catteau has a true and genuine ufle aiKl turn for literature. Avoiding the 
noife of an odeiitatious though lazy fociety, he divides his time and his cares 
between his parochial duties and hib' fluHids, and has been employed for thefo 
lafl years in HatiAical enquiries concerning Denmark and Sweden. Hh work 
will be the moA complete that we have of the kirvd* and will ferve as a model 
in that (pecies of compofitioh, It was prinitng’al Paris, .and one volume of it 
had appeared when this was written. 
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jufticc are now held, near the church of Ridcrfoolm, a cabinet of 
models, or repofitory of machines, the moft complete collection 
of the kind that I have ever feen or heard of. The models re- 
late cither to new inventions, or to improvements in machinery ; 
they are kept in a fpacious room, and arranged in a very proper 
and elegant manner. Among the models for rural economy you 
obferve different kinds of mills, inftruments for lowing grain, for 
Ihcaring or cutting, and gathering the crop, and alfo for thrcfhing 
It ; hydraulic machines, ftoves ufed in the mines, and pumps, 
with their apparatus and mode of working them. It may feem 
fcarcely credible, even almoft miraculous, yet it is neverthelcfs 
true, that the Swedes have invented a mechanical overfeer, one 
who performs more faithfully, diligently, indefatigably, accurately, 
and more equitably to both parties, the employers and employed, 
the duties of fuperintendant of workmen. A confidcrablc part 
6f the labour in the mnnes coufills in working the pumps; there- 
fore a clock has been invented for marking the number of ftrokes 
given by the pumpers hence the prccife proportion of work they 
have performed is eahly afeertained. Here too are models of 
hghtihoufis, and various ftiethods of making fignals to navigators ; 
a chair in which a perfon may conveniently move himfelf from 
one place to another ; an inftrument which fhews the line of di- 
rectidti taken by a ball when difeharged from a cannon'br mortar : 
but it would be endlefs to enumerate all the ingeniouscontrivances' 
that may be’furveyerl in this curious depofitory. They are many 
of them the works of the celcbrat^ engineer and mechanic Pol- 

theim. 
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tlicim. This cabinet is open to the infpection of every body ; but 
if you wilh to fee it alone, or without being interrupted by a 
crowd of fpcctators, a gratuity of about an Eiiglifli (hilling given 
to the door-keepwr will procure you this favour. My inlpection 
influenced me to remark, that many mechanical Inventions and 
improvements, which are produced to the Englifh nation as new, 
may be found to have originated in Germany, apd to have been 
prcvioufly known in Swden. This (hould put the people of 
England upon their guard not to betray their ignorance in giving 
approbation and patronage to things that are borowed from other 
nations, and held out to them as inventions. That favoured 
country pofTefTes fb much original genius, and has been the foun- 
tain of fo much excellence, that it is vain, foolilhand fuperfluous. 
in its inhabitants to plume thcmfelves on mcclianical novelties 
firfl: brought to light in other nation^, , > i 

Although it muA be confefTed, that the Swedifh acadeniies are 
not altogether formed on plans that (land the te(l of philofophical 
ferutiny, yet it cannot be denied that there is notwithflanding in 
Sweden, and even in the academies, much genius and induftry 
directed to ufeful purpofes, and pro<|nctiye of beft fruits.- 
rfhe original intention of thofe inftitutions certainly was good, 
though they were afterwards perverted and abufed ; for when 
nrien meet and conyerfe freely together, they have an opportunity 
of comparing their ideas, of confirming their opinions ^when 
right by the oblervations of others, or correcting them when 
\yrong by their criticifms. Different notions are ftarted by difr 

ferent 
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fcreiit people on the fame fubject, which fingly might be of little 
ufe ; but when collected and concentrated may lead to important 
confequcnces : hence enquiries are fet on foot, analogies are dif- 
covered, theories formed, and fcience is enlarged. Befides this, 
it is of great advantage for individuals to be fometimes interrupted 
in the monotonous train of their own ideas, and to have them in- 
termingled and varied by the conceptions of others. This acts 
upon the mind as aftimulus, and produces vigour and acutends; 
whereas, otherwise a dull uniformity flackens its efforts. Of 
literary fbcieties it may be farther obferved, that there is in every 
human creature a defire to be regarded by his fellow-men with 
complacency and reject, and a propenfity to invite the lympathy 
of our neighbours with our emotions of admiration, wonder, fur- 
prize, and averfion. Hence the advantage of poflefling a rcfpect- 
able and congenial circle, ready to attend to our difeoveties anti 
lucubrations, is a powerful incitement to inquiry of various kiiids, 
and to conftant and accurate obfervation ; and the weight of ftudy 
is relieved by fbcial delight. But the advantages of fuch fbcieties 
are not confined to entertainment, or to pleafure mixed with in- 
ftruction. They likewife have a happy moral effect ; they ab- 
iiract men of leifurc from frivolous or pernicious amufements ; 
they fortify every humane fentiment, every virtuous purpofe, and 
every laudable purfuit. Such is the natural tendency of literary 
focietics drawn together, as they at firft commonly are, by private 
friendfhip, firriilarity of fentiments, and a genuine defire of infor- 
mation and improvement; and it is conamouly in their firfl iiages 

that 
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tijat they are moft flourifliing. When they are more and more 
extended, when numbers of ftrangers are introduced, when they 
are honoured .with public celebrity, and the countenance and in- 
terference of kings and princes, fimplicity and fincerity of inten- 
tion, mutual goodnefs, and a love of truth, are exchanged for 
vanity, pomp, and faction. 

There is, perhaps, no country in Europe where inftruction is fo 
univerfally diffufed among the very loweft of the people as in 
Sweden, except Iceland, Scotland,* and the late fmall republic of 
Geneva. All the people in towns, villages, and hamlets, without 
exception, arc taught to read. It was not without reafon, there- 
fore, that Guftavus III. who kept a watchful eye on every event 
that might influence the ftate of Ibcicty, interdicted ail mention 
in the Swedifli journals of a French revolution, either good or bad. 
He wifhed the people not only tobc prevented from thinking of it, 
and reafoning about it ; but as much as poffible to be kept in the 
dark as to its very exiftencc. The effects to be defircd or dreaded 
in any country from the productions of the prefs, are, no doubt, 
in proportion to the degree and extent of education W'hich the 
people at large have received. • It docs not follow, from the cir- 
cumftance of the Swedes being all taught to read, and attached to 

* In Scoibml I find there is fcirccly any perfon, not even a bepgar, who 
cannot both lead and write ; nor any in Iceland who cannot read, write, and call 
accounts. In every family in Iceland the children are inllructed in reading, writ- 
ing, and arithmetic, at home, by their parents or other relatives. When the boys 
arc Tent to fchool it is to acijuire Latin, and other accoinplilhmcnts, fuch as fume 
knowledge of geography, and of the elements of matbcmatics. . 1 

eUabliOied 
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eftabliflicd tenets and modes of-worfhip, that they fliould be an 
honeft and good fort of people : this however is the cafe. The 
Swedes, I mean thepeafantry, (fpras to the inhabitants of towns 
they are corrupt in proportion to their population, their com- 
n^erce, and their luwy) are,. 3, frank,, open, kind-hearted, gay, 
hplpitable, hardy, and fpirited people,^ It would, he difficult to 
pojiU opt any nation, that is. morp diftinguiflicd by a happy uqioii 
of genius, bravery and twtural probity of difpofition. Tbpy are 
reprpfcnted by their neighbours a? the qf Scandinavia. 

Thif charge, when, due allostcancc is made for the mutual jcaloufy 
^nd antipathy of neighbouring najUoiw, amounts to no mofe.than 
this, that they are aftuated by that fenfibUity to. fam.Cf ^hd love of 
diftinftion, which generally predominate in the breafts of brave, 
generous , and adventurous people. • j- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

hiflitulions for the Purpofes of Education in Sweden ; Parijh Schools, 
Public Schools, Gymnafia, and Univerfities — Account of the Unl- 
verjity of Lund — The Profeffors and Students : the Method oj 
teaching, and the Things that are taught — The Univerfity of 
Upfala — Sonu Intelligence of the individual CharaHer <f feveral 
Profeffors — Tl>e Unher/ity of Abo — General Pemarks on the 
Swedifh Univerfity — Gufavus III. enters the Prince Royal at 
the Univerftty of Upfala. 

TThERE Is certainly no country in the world in which 
greater provifion has been made, and more pains taken for the ad- 
vancement and diffufion of knowledge among all claflesof fociety, 
than in Sweden : a proof at once of a liberal and enlightened turn 
of mind, and of that refpeft for the dignity and rights of human 
nature, which compenlates to rude climates the want of many 
blcflings enjoyed in more genial and produftive regions. That 
this praife is not beftowed on the Swedith nation without rea- 
fon, will appear from a general view of their inflitutions for the 
purpoles of education and inftrudlion, which are known by the 
names of fchools, gymnafia, and univerfities. 

Every parilh has its fchool, in which the common rudimentsof 
. ■ reading 
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reading and writing are taught. Bcfides this, there is a public 
fch(X)l maintained in every largetown attheexp>ence of thecrown, 
in which the boys continue till about their eleventh or twelfth year, 
when they are commonly fent to one of the gymnafia. Thcfe 
alfo are public fchools, but upon a larger fcale than the former ; 
and one of them exifts in almoft every province. From the gym- 
nafia the young men, at the ageof feventeen or eighteen, proceed 
to one of the univerfities, and for the greater part to Uplala. In 
the gymnafia, and many of the greater fchools, they are not only 
lnftru£ied in the Latin, Greek and Hebrew languages, but in the 
principal doflrlnes of theology. Thefe fchola illuftres and gym- ' 
nafia, arc under the care and infpeftion of the bifhops of the 
relpedlive diocefes in which they are ellabliihed, and where the 
bilhops conftantly refide. The bifliops, accompanied by fome of 
the inferior clergy, and others, vifit and examine the fchools pub- 
licly at fixed periods. The courfe of education, and the books 
read, are not left to the diferetion of the teachers, but preferibed 
by public authority. At Stockholm there is a German fchool, 
which is placed under the infpcctiou of two German minifters of 
the gofpel. In this feminary the pupils are inftructed in Grecian, 
Roman, and modern hiftory, geography and religion. The 
Swedilh gentlemen are feldom contented with what may be called 
a fcholaftic, or a gymnaftic education, but proceed either from one 
of the greater, or, as they call them, the illuftrious fcliools ; or 
more generally from one of the gymnafia to the univerfity. The 
fons of wealthy tradelmen too, and peafants, have very frequently 
‘ T 2 the 
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th? advantage of an uuiverfity education. If any,^, the yovth 
whole circumflances might no; admit of an uniyeri^y education, 
give indications of fipe pa;ts, and .a genius for any department pf 
fcjience ; the infpectors,j who are fngcnpral allovycd to, difchargs 



their duty with great diligence and fidejdty, itialtc a report of him 
to the king, who then orders that he mjiy .rTCeiye, an .education 
^uitablc^to his talents and his merit. I rafiy.taJke .this ppportunity 
tp obfej-vc, fhat the Swpdilh clergy ^re for the p^rt regplat 



ai;d decent in thpir. ^ su'd i^^cfltiyq .to t^te,dHtieaqf 

.( I J-. .li •. ..ilJ i -ill m I. .I'.ll lillU 



In the.Swedilh dominipiisi jre thtee, ui]iverfitie?,thaSpf,Upi&lan 
, 9 /.Luftd,; ai)d tfiaf, of Ajijq. l.,f'ollqwing, ?i$,,.9,vght tq„bq 
4W9Ah.,?>9<?Kof tn^ypK,the,gcographifial qrder .qf.tJtP pljiees^ J 
lhat,,9f..4^9i?d,.th.e,, eap|tpl ofi,Spani?„,efteieme«^ ,tlpw 
mpft apemn; tpyvp ,m S.wedP„»niJt js fttHatpd.,ahnutf5cty, S,Wfidi(h 



mdes,* t 9 ,t|ie foutlt pf.^tPf Hholw, and: l»xty-feyen jof.Upfala. V I In 
i; tl)^ fcfi^enqc qf .an arcjrhiflrpp. ,, Thp. climatoi ip iremathaltlyi 
£dubriqus;,,tlie country arpund being. plaiii, pr^fentp in aOiOp^ 
attd extcnfiye.yicw a horizon wcU adapted to obfervptiqi^ in afttOw 
npmy. .. Acrofs the. arm .ofithe fea which, dividesi Swedep fronii 
Dei»marJk,,yQufc(} Copcjrljiagcn and,thc.Danifliifl»0ircE,.„Thepco4 
iplTors in the univerilty, including o^itM«<f7r,.dor. ada(Iajats,,iare' io: 
number .more, than fifty ;..,the. Undents , in .common, years! three, 
huirdned..! iTJie library contains above twenty tjioufand v^umes,. 
There is alfo. a botanical gardeu.atXaind, but of no celebrity the. 
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Atltnblsf df JilarrtS'doi:te nbt excited Otte'thiiufahd ‘ ttviS hWdrM" ' ‘‘ft 
Was in‘the uniVetflty of JJand that Liiinj^s, oihdcV (He^couht^- 
tiante and tuition 6f profeflbi* Sebtriievrtj atiiYOired tils' Idu AS ‘(^ 

tiis arrangertients 'in natural MilftoVy j-'and' he''liv^‘ to’ fte' hik 
IfaVouritfr ftody •beginning to tkiUriih'hi’ that fernirtaiyVlihddt Vh‘i 
• iiiflueneelof'ont of'his oavii jwpilh*'' Before 'this ilawhV'ivi 'fii'iS 
him'ilv his' writings exprcfllng' his ' Wohderi‘'that lri''a''ttt^a'ttb^ 
hioeh rhorc favoUrAble'thaii that of Upfela','as h'Mhgfeyr'clegreei 
tilUrfe' IbiithUriy !iiidUveftcT]y';'th6' baVden' W Llihd'had'ncA'fiien 
tO' fonAebrtiii^heeJ The'ilinVtAriiy"%Vas 'efliAhtifiie'd' Ih' I'dS^J'jjy 
bharleS'XIJahd callted aftet' hi^ 

^*;/»‘.‘'''Thc’proftffrorfliipsaw diVld4'd ihtof(liul' dlaffleS'dr facuUiesI 
iJ-f ft; Theblogy ? 2 d,' Juflfprlldente' ; Nfcdidtie;’ l^hiTo^ * 
ftphy:- «) 'Which there' 'has bedn Added' i' fifth dafsf '6f |)fofeftors^ 
hiided theinattib of'AliriUM CttL'tioSfuM WAGrsf«l‘,''bf‘!Pr^^ 
fori ^ tht ^loYt 'ekgakt"Accw^i\Jkrfttkh\ Vi4;'*of '*ftiVcihg‘,*‘mufic^ 
danoiKg, > lafld driwing. ' '"'fn theology thefti afd'thW'profcftori, 
uld Meo> projleftors eii!trhordinat'y,'’befid<^S ivhat'fhey'd^ll 
|^n^d(lteMk5S'Ot prSvaite teacher^, whofe‘bufrttfei^4t>ft<;iVi^t6 fciej 
not only to inftruift the ftudeuts in divinity and ecclefiaftidaT^iit 
tory^nd tD:cKpijuiid‘to thths ferilfc p6^tiohdhiftiafty‘bf the ficred 
fcripth r i but> dlfov i tv >afti dafy ‘Slid 'ftWiHif ' WShhef ,‘uo%lVe-tlici? 
doubii liy ameidpkpalihmi oif aHy difflculf'portit ih fhe 
any pthdv lubjeft'thitltho ftadiitts'lUay hav’d Sliirfratfed! 

In Kk«;manhc»i the Afliftanep^OfdToes-iri thdeithef Irtihl? 

ai vreUtas dn dv»dtheri9wc!dlflVXifti\^lMcs','^s‘fe-3aRt‘^ySl‘eady¥J 
5 -iu!;nn anfwer 
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anAver any qucftions that may be put to them by the ftudents,' 
whether in the ledture-room or privately. The profeflbrs mofl: 
dlftinguifhed by academical ardour encourage fuch queftions very 
much, and are highly delighted when they find in them proof* 
not only of diligence, but of genius ; for, not to take for granted 
every thing that is given out, but to hefitate, to doubt, and to* 
ftart difficulties, is fo far to be confidered as a mark of genius, as 
it ffiews that other powers of the mind are at work befides mere 
conception and memory. I have been told by different perlbns, 
both in Ireland and Scotland, that the celebrated Hutchinfon, 
profeffi>r of moral philolbphy in the univerlity of Glalgow, and 
author of a book on morals, which makes all virtue to confift in 
benevolence, prompted by a moral fenle, was wont to live, as it 
were, and converfe with his pupils, as if they had been his equals 
and companions. There was never a day that paffed when he did 
not walk even for hours in the college gardens with Ibnae of his 
Undents, of whofe capacity he entertained a good opinion, or with 
one that chofe to converfe with him, and afk any queftion. In 
the evenings, in like matuier, he always had a number of them 
at his houfe. 

The fclence of theology, if it admits of any progreffive inn« 
provement, has certainly experienced none in the univerlity of 
Lund, where orthodoxy reigns in its moft rigid form. The ca- 
liph Omar was not more firmly perfuaded that every thing ne- 
ceffary or proper to be known by man was contained in the Ko- 
ran, than the profeflbrs of divinity at Lund are, that there is 

nothing 
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nothing on the fubjeft of theology to be added or dcfircd, beyond 
what has been taught by Luther. Dr. Hylander, one of the pro- 
feffors extraordinary of divinity, teaches the Greek and oriental 
languages. 

In the faculty of jurifprudcncc there are two profeffors, one 
afliftant, and one magijier docens, or private teacher. Profeflbr 
Tingwall is known in the north by his lyftem of jurifprudence, 
publilhed in the Swedilh language, and by the induflry and zeal 
with which he difeharges the duties of his office. The other 
profeflbr, Laurence Munthe, is cftccmed a noan of confiderable 
learning in his profeffion. 

In the medical clafs there are three profedbrs. Dr. Wollin, Dr. 
Barfoth, and Dr. Engelhart; and two affiftants. Dr. Florimaii 
and Dr. Munck. 

Dr. Barfoth, profeflbr of anatomy, travelled in England and 
part of Scotland. 

Dr. Engelhart, profeflbr of the theory and prailice of medi- 
cine, is firft phyfician to the king. He is confidered as a man of 
the world rather than a man of letters ; and in return, he treats 
men who are only men of letters and fciencc, and not converlant 
with the great world, in a very haughty and fupercilious manner. 

His academical leflures may be deemed rather compilations than 
original prtidudlions, and are chiefly recommended to the atten- 
tion of the auditors by an cafy and agreeable elocution. The 
Dodtor has travelled both in France and England. 

4 
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t Dr. Florimaii tMches ofteology, materia medica-,’' and the'vea 
teriuar^ art. . .-o- • I 

The province of Dr. Munck is chiefly patholo^. . 

In the faculty or clafs of philofophy there are feveii profeflbrsi 
and fifteen afliftaut profelTors. The profcflbrs give Icdhires'on 
mathematics, algebra, aftronomy, natural hiftory, civil hiftofy 
both ancient and modern, and hiftory of literature : the Greek 
and oriental laiguages, botany# georgics or rural oeconomy, the 
law of nature and nations, mctapbyfics. Sic. " 

The profeflbrial alTiftants, befidcs the' ileraentary and moft: 
ufeful parts of natural fcience, fuch as geography, the elements 
ofiotany, horticulture and other branches of georgics,' teach a 
kind of logic, which they define to be a branch of theoretical 
philofophy ; that is, they teach to make lylloglfms, m’odM, and 
figures, and all the old machinery ofdilputation: but die chief 
bufinefs of thefe alTiftants feems to be, to explain with'philolb- 
phic^ and critical remarks the Greek and Latin dallies. They 
anfwer jn .a great degree to what, in Ibme countries are called, 
profelTors of humanity, i They allb profels to leftorc on the hift> 
tory of moral philofophy ; of which# however, they do not feem 
to nuak® any great account.- 1 Jn a profpedhis of the ledhires that 
were t^ be read, I find tho following notice— Laur P. Wahlin 
“j;N.,Mag.Hift, Lift, docens,ife*aphilofophia6 moralis fnturisau* 
‘■5; ditoribusenarrarc fibi propofuit.’’* Lcould notlearn that they 

* “ Laurence \K«hIiQ#:.CQa&flex>f^ik>rdpli)iV and teadier of the hiftory -of 
raturc, propofes to give an account to thofe who may choofe lo hear him, of the 
•' hiftory of moral philofophy.” 

enter 
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enter at all deeply, at this univerfity, into the queftion concerning 
the foundation of moral obligation. They certainly do not keep 
pace with the viciflltudes and progrels of the various opinions on 
that fubject. All that is good for any thing in moral philofophy 
is contained, as they fuppofe, in Cicero de Officiis and PufFcndorf. 
I am inclined to fufpcct that moral philofophy at Lund is regarded 
with an evil eye, as being in fome refpccts inimical to the tenets 
of Luther. I have not been able to difeover that this fubject is 
very much attended to in many Catholic or Lutheran, or in other 
words, in many Epifcopal univerfities. , 

The profeflbrs in philofophy are, ' 

Mr. Lidbeck, already noticed among the members of the aca- 
demy of fciences. 

Sommelius, heretofore librarian : he has publilhed a Greek 
grammar in Swedilh, and a great number of academical difler- 
tations. • • 

Matthias Norberg,profeflbr of Greek and oriental languages, a 
itiember of the philofophical fociety of Gothenburg, and a corre- 
Ipondent member of the mufeum at Paris. He travelled with the 
celebrated Biornftahl, in Greece, Turkey, Italy, &c. He has in- 
troduced a new mode of pronouncing Hebrew, and a new method 
of acquiring that language with facility. His mode of pronounc- 
ing Greek, though generally deemed new, was formerly adopted 
by Rcuchlin, who maintained a dilpute on that fubject with Eraf- 
mus, whofe pronunciation is ftill retained at Upfala. It would, iit 
my opinion, be difficult to fpecify any object of literary inveftiga* 

' VOL. I. U •' tiou 
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tlou more ufeleft or uncertain than an enquiry into the exact mode ‘ 
of pronouncing dead languages. Mr. Norberg is undoubtedly a 
man of genius, as well as of induftry and learning. He has pub- 
liftied a Codex Syriaco Hexaplaris, with a Latin verfion, and a great 
variety of academical treatifes, relating chiefly to the eaftern na- 
tions, their manners and cuHoms, of which he is a great admirer"; 
their gods, laws. See. and all in a flyle of pure latinity, formed 
chiefly on that »f Tacitus. 

Matthew Fremling, profeflbr of theoretical philolophy. He 
has publilted a piece entitled, “Ap Enquiry into the Arguments 
“ of Mr. Kant in favour of the exiftence of God, and of the Im- 
“ mortality of the Soul with lame theological elTays. His bed 
Works are his Differtations on Space as it is conceived by Katit, 
He poflefTes great acutenels of mind, as well as a fine imagination, 
and fluency of expreflion, and has the talent of difFufing an intereft 
and animation on the mod abdnife fubjects. He has been en- 
gaged in leveral literary controverfies with the prefent bidiop(for- 
merly profeflTor) Muiuhe, a follower and commentator of Kapt’s 
lydem. ^ 

Retzius, profeflor of natural hidory, chemidry and economy, 
above noticed. > 

Tegman, profclTor of mathematics, edeemed a very good 
teacher. 

Lundbald, profeffor of poetry and eloquence. He gained the 
fTize in the academy of belles-lettres by a poem on the victory of 
Charles XII. at Narva. He is a great Latin poet, and indeed the 
Vidy one in Sweden, ■ ' j Sjoberg, 
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Sjoberg, profenbr of hiftory, author of differtations on Swedifh 
antiquities. 

In the Swedifh as the German utiiverfitles, there is an order 
of graduates called doctors of philofophy. It may ferve to throw 
Ibme light perhaps on the ftateof philofophy in Sweden, to men- 
tion the manner in which they obtain their degree. They firft 
undergo an examination on the fubjectofdivinity, and afterwards 
on that of Latin. Having gone through thefe examinations, 
they are examined a fecond time on the fubject of Latin, and fome 
queftions are put to them by all the ten profeflbrs. * They then de- 
fend feme thefts of their own compofition, and without any far- 
ther ceremony are made doctors of philofophy. There are two 
printing offices in Lund. 

The ftudents of the univerfity of Lund are in general not of 
tlie firft and richeft, but the poorer claftcs of fociety ; they had 
the character of being very riotous, and frequently ftiewed that 
kind of unruly Ipirit by which, as I underftand, the Eton and 
Weftminfter fcholars have upon fome occafions diftinguiftied 
themfelves. Of late, however, the manners of the Lundians have 
become more gentle and refined, and that refractorinefs and de- 
fiance on which they formerly prided themfelves, is gradually 
foftened into decency and tranquillity, fuch as becomes the friends 
of the mufes. A fociety or club has been eftablifhed, for purchaf. 
ing the periodical publications of foreign countries, among the 
profeflbrs and ftudents, which brings about a fort of connection that 
is very advantageous to the former, and occupies their attention 

U a by 
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by a rational amufemtnt. The vicinity of the lea, and an ealy 
motlc of intcrcourfe, enables the inhabitants of Lund to keep up 
their acquaintance with Denmark and Germany, and to obfervc 
and benefit by the progrefs of literature in thefe countries. 

In this, as in the other Swedifh univerfities, catalogues in Latin 
are publifhed of the fubjccts to be treated, and the books to be ex- 
plained and commented on by the different profeflbrs, afllAant 
profeffors, and other teachers in their lectures. It may be amuf- 
ing to our claflical readers to fee fome fpecimens of the Latin 
advertifementS^y which, in thofe lifts, the different mafters invite 
not only regular ftudents, but it would feem every other perfbn, 
to avail themfelves of their lelibns and inftructions. I liave there- 
fore fubjoined a few of thefe notices, not only by the profeffors of 
Lund, but thofe of the two other uiuverfities.* The different 

• UNIVERSITY OF LUND. 

Eric Gudaf Lidbeck, hillor. nalur. & oecon. prof. icc. See. Pixicetionibut 
publids brevis curfu minerslogico abfoluto, plantas officinales vivas vatiafque in 
oeconotnia ultiffimai, herbas, arborcs, & frutices, projioncre in aniinum induxit. 
Privaiiin di.ridcraniibus fe accommodabil. 

Maithseus Fremling, philof thcor. prof reg. & ord. Prychologiam publice, 
hota a. m. VIII. iradet. Privatam operam p:xccptis logicx, & ontologlx, bora 
p, m. II. HI. impendcre (latmr. Neque vero iis deerit, qui ccicb. Kantium 
pliiloropliantem audire velint, fummain libri, qui infcribilur Critii reimn Vernunft 
jnopofiturus. 

Chriflopherns Porath, fubcenturlo & paleftix academix prxfectus, fpondet fe 
libenter fatisfactorum omnibus iis ex ftudiora juventute, quifuam in arte iiobili 
arma feliciter iraciaiidi, & ftrenu2 vibtandi expecunt manuductionem. 

UNIVERSITY OF UPSALA. 

Petros Nicolaus Clirifticrnin, phil. St I. U. Doctor, logices it melaphyfices 
profefTar, &C. iic. Fuadamenta it elcmeou theologix naiuralis, methodo ihe- 

- ’ tbico- 
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lefturcrs are generally abfolvediiithefpaceofhalfayear; fo that 
there are two courfes in the whole year. The firft courl'e begins 
on the I ft of February and concludes on the i6th of June; the 
fccond commences the ift of Oilober and ends the i6th of De- 
cember. 

The celebrated univerfity of Upfala was founded under.the go- 
vernment of the adminiftrator Sten Sture the elder, in 1346, 
with the permiflion of Pope Sextus IV. on the model of that of 
Bologna, and with all the privileges of the univerfity of Paris. 
The mules of Uplala betook themfelves to flight at the Reforma- 
tion, with the priefts of the Roman Catholic religion, but were 
-invited back by Guftavus Vala, who conferred on the univerfity 

thico poirmica publicis lectionibns hoc anno tradere conftituit ; privatam quoque 
opeiam auditoram delideriii accommodabit, 

Nicolaus Rin^l,ariis fallandi magilber, rouficos ad fonos docebit juniores non modo 
aptd componerc pedes, fed et decoros gcftuicorporirquchabitumpoliliorem inductc. 

U.NIVERSITY OF ABO. 

Gabriel Ericus Haartman, M. D. mcd. pract. profelT. &c. See. Medicinam po- 
pularem publicis lectionibus ea explicare conftituit methodo, ut non minus artis 
Cilutaris alumnis, quam etiam aliis carom rcrum curlofis hat utilis: privatim autem, 
paihologiam gcneralem, et fpccialcm alternis pertraclabit horis. 

Georgius Danet, linguseGallicae magiher, diebus meveurii etfatorni hora II. p. m. 
librum cui titulus Lcs Avantures de Tclcraaque, publice interpretahltur ; (ludioCl 
privatim in lingua Gallicse inditutionem dchderantibus baud defuturus. 

Olavus Levin, artis faltatoriz magifter, opcrani fuam ill arte faltandicxpetcntibus 
facilem et indefeflum fe praebebit ducem. 

Johannes Thorberg, director mufica; et organ! ad Icmplum cathedrale Aboenfe, 
muGcam publicis concentibus, diebus mercorii et fatumii, hora 111, p, m. habendis 
docebit : privatam quoqnc inflitutioncm expetentibui fuam baud denegabit operam. 

where 
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where he received his education lb many additional privilege*-, 
and endowed it lb liberally, that he has been juftly called its f«- 
cond founder. Befides ereifting a large building at his own e.' - 
pence, he fettled on the univerfity his gatrimdnial eflate of Vafa, 
by which donation the falaries of the profelTors were augmented, 
and one hundred and fifty ftudents maintained. His example 
was followed by his fuccelTors, as well as by private individuals ; 
and as the funds have become more confiderable, the number of 
fcholars fupported by them has incrcafcd in proport ion. It re* 
fleds great credit upon this univerfity, that the profelTors faithfully 
apply the revenues to the objefts of their original deftination, viz. 
the improvement and difFufion of knowledge. At the head of the 
univerfity is a chancellor, who is always a perfon of the firft 
rank and confequence, and generally one of the royal family. The 
dignity is conferred by the elcfliou of the profelTors, and confirmed 
by his majelly. The chancellor regulates and explains the fta- 
tutes, compofes any material differences or difputes that may 
happen, and delivers all petitions and mclTages from the univerfity 
to the king. In his abfence, his place is fupplied by the arch- 
bilhop of Uplala. From the body of the profcflbrs ,*or from thole of 
them that are capable of the office from their fituation in the uni- 
verfity,* is annually ■chofen a reBur magnificus, who is a Ippcies of 
magiftrate that can punilh the lludents for fmall delinquencies by 
fine or imprifonment, and whofe jurifdiftion over them extends 
fu leagues around the city. The profelTors are exceedingly nu- 



* Thefe are called viri rcctoralcj. 



merous. 



Digitized by Google 




TRAVELS THROUGH SWEDEN. 



'1 J1 



merous. In the branch of theology there arc fix profelTors, three 
aTilIant profeffors, and three private teachers or Aii^^r/dbcYa/e;; 
of law, two profelTors and two afliftant profeflbrs : of medicine, 
three profeiTors and two afliftant profcflTors : of philofophy, ten 
profeflTors and twenty afliftant profcflTors ; of genteel cxercifcs,fcven 
under the name of artium equeftrium et cultlonim magijiri,' \\z. a 
ridingmafter, aFrench mafter, a dancing mafter,adrawing maftcr, 
a mufic mafter, a fencing mafter, and a mafter of the German and 
the Englifh languages. Concerning fome Of the profeffors of 
Uplala, I believe the following information may be relied upon : 

Ncikter, royal profcflfor of eloquence and poetics, has the re- 
putation of having read and remembered an immenfity ofhiftory 
without being a good hiftorian. He can read and remember, but 
not digeft and cothbine. ’ He has adopted the philofophy of Kant, 
and ds a zealous propagator of the new dtxftrinc. 

Afzelius’, profcflTor of chemiftry, is in Sweden efteemed a fine 
genius,' but laid to be extremely indolent. He is one of the ableft 
fUpporters of the atitiphlogiftic chemiftry. 

' • Aurivillius, librarian and profeflfor of humanity, or Iherie hu~ 
vtmiores, is remarkable for thc cxccfs of his bigotry, and the im- 
pcdinWints he conftantly endeavourfe to ralfe, as far as his opportu- 
nities and dhilities extend, to thc’advartcerhent of knowledge. 

- • IiVdireft oppofitioo to' Aurivillius, ftands Tingftadius, D. D. 
pfofelTor cif orientaManguages,' who has laboured with confidera- 
blc fuccefs to Introduce into the univerfity liberal. fentiments on 
fubjcfls of religion. 
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ChriAophcr Dohi, profeflbr of Greek, learned in his profeflion, 
and a man of fine tafle : he is efteemed one of the befl: latinifts 
in Sweden. 

Abraham Almquifl, teacher of theology, is a man of a very phi- 
lofophical turn of mind, and hasclofely followed the progrefs of 
knowledge even in her lateft fteps. Almquift, though a teacher 
of theology, takes great delight in' propagating all the modern 
difcoveries of philofophy. ' 

Hoijer, afliftant profcflfor of moral philofophy, is very accurately 
acquainted with Kant’s fyftcm, and eftcemed one of the moft 
acute and difeerning reafoners in Sweden. He has publifhed a 
book to fhew the poflibility of conftrufling philofophicil ideas, 
and thus forming an universal language. ' 

In the catalogue of their leflures at Uplala for 1 795 , 1 noticed 
that Mr. Hoijer undertook to unfold the principles of moral obli- 
gation — pbilofoph 'ta morum exponere conabltur. In the 
fame catalogue Daniel Boethius, profelTor of ethics and politics, 
engages to explain the fundamciitalprinciples of moral philofophy, 
and to give a philofophical account of moral fentiments.* The 
attention that is paid to moral philofophy, and in general to pfj-- 
chology, in the univerfity of Upfala, will not appear lels manifefl: 
from an advertifement by the affiftant profeflbr of mdral philo- 
fophy, Mr. Steinhammer, who intimates that hc meatisto aflume 
for the theme of his ledures, the h^iory of man. ,1 Nothing can be 

. ‘ ■ ■' , ' 

* FunJamenta philufophix moralic cruet, ideas morales philofophice enodatai 

cxponct. jj./j 1 . > I 

. J - • more 
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more profound than on the fubjedi of etliics to take a general view 
of the fentiments, paflions, and principles of mankind, as unfolded 
and difplayed in hiftorj, the great theatre of direction in moral 
anatomy. 

The profeflbrfhips of UpCila are in the gift of the king. The 
falaries annexed to them are from feventy to one hundred pounds 
per annum. During each term the profelTors give four public 
lectures in the week gratis, and the lame number of private lec- 
tures ; for the latter they are paid by the ftudents, though the 
money that is given is very trifling. A profeflbr who has conti- 
nued in office for thirty years is allowed to retire with the title 
emeritus, and enjoys his falary during life. In former times the 
univerfitics often were crouded with thoufaiwls of ftudents : even 
fb late as the year 1 730, that of Upfala contained above two thou- 
faud. It is a ftrong proof of fbme great revolution in the fenti- 
ments, views and purfuits of the Swedes, that the annual number 
of ftudentsat Upfala docs not now on an averse exceed five hun- 
dred. They do not inhabit any diftinfl colleges, there being no 
buildings for their accommodation, but lodge, asatEdinburghand 
Glaf^w, and fome other proteftant univerfitics, in the town. 
They attend the lectures which are given by the fcveralprofeflbrs 
either at thedr ownhoufes, or the public halls appropriated to fuch 
purpofes. Befides the royal ftipendiaries or penfioners, or, as they 
are called, burfars, there are other poor ftudents, who are aflifted 
in their cxpences by funds eftablifhcd by private perfons, but ge- 
nerally allotted to family names, or the natives of particular pro- 
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vinces. The higheft of the fcholarfhips amount* to the value of 
fourteen or fifteen pounds per annum. The fludents of Upfala 
are not given to riot and rudenefs, but in general purfue their 
{Indies with decency and diligence. This univerfity is not with- 
out juftice accounted the firft feminary of the North, and has 
produced from time to time men eminent in every branch of 
the fciences. The famous botanical garden is fmall , but laid out 
with judgment. 

The univerfity of Abo was founded, in 1640, by queen Chrif. 
tina, and endowed with the lame privileges as that of Upfala. Of 
theology there are three profeffors, and one afTiftant profeflbr ; of 
law, one profeflbr : of medicine, three profeflbrs, and two aflif. 
tant profeflbrs ; of philofbphy, nine profeflbrs, and three afliflant 
profeflbrs. In the faculty of theology there are, befides the pro- 
feflbrs, two teachers, oimaglflri docenies', in that of philofophy, 
befides the profeflbrs, nine teachers. Of elegant and genteel 
tccomplifhments, there are four profefTors, or artiutn caltiorum 

I 

viagijirt, viz, a French mafter, a dancing mafler, a fencing mat 
ter, and a mufic mafler. 

On the Swedifh univerfities In general, it Is to be obferved, ifl' 
That the number of profefTors, afliflant profeflbrs and teachers, 
called magijlri docent es, bears a greater proportion, if I am not mlt 
Liken, to the population of Sweden (which does not exceed three 
millions) than that of any other country in Europe, to the num- 
ber of its inhabitants, idly. That although polemical divinity 
and the logics of Ariftotle, with correfpouding and nugatory dif- 

'■ 'putations, 
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putations, ftlll maintain their ground, yet much of induflry and 
genius are employed in the cultivation of real fcience, and the pur- 
fuit of objects which are of great importance and utility. 3d. That 
a very proper degree of cafe and familiarity appears to fubfift be- 
tween thofe who teach and thole who are taught; and that the 
former are ever ready and defirous of conveying information in the 
moft perfpicuous and effectual manner to their auditors : they in- 
vite them to ftate their doubts and difficulties, to put queftions, 
and even to name any author they wilh to be explained, or fubject 
they wilh to be difculTed.* 4th. It is peculiar, as far as 1 have 
-been informed, to the Swedilh univerfities, to admit fencing and 
dancing into the number of the polite or liberal arts. In this the 
Swedes are in the right. Both are evidently reducible to principle* 
and theory, and can therefore claim the title of art. The dignity 
of dancing, which may juftly be reckoned among the imitative 
arts, as well as mufic and painting, is very ably maintained and 
illuftrated by the late celebrated Dr. Adam Smith, in his pofthu- 
mous EUays on Philofophical Subjects. It is obferved by the 
Doctor, among other particulars on this fubjcct , that the cotmect- 

• In almoft all the adverlifemnitt in the annual catalogue we meet with fuch 
decla ations on the part of the profeflbn as thefe ; “ Privatim ea tractabit qua 
“ ftudiis auditorum convenerint'* — “ Privatani operam auditorum defideriii ao 
“ commodabit” — “ Nec non drfideriit commilitonuni in cateris lludii bidorici 
“ locis ut poicrit, privatim fatisfaciet” — “ In explicatione facri alicujus libri 

hidoricl, quem adpetierint auditores, ftudiofx juventuti infervire ronabitur"— 
“ Au£larem Gracum, quern delideraverint futuri auditores, explicabit’’— “ Che- 
“ miam docens, defideriis hon. commriitonum, omni, qua poCeft, diligentii et 
" fidelitate, fuam accoinmodabit operam." &c. fcc. 
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ing principle between mufic and dancing is what the ancients 
■called rythmus, or what we call time and meafure, 5th. There 
are few if any countries in Europe in which eminence in litcra- 
-ture and fcience has been fo much noticed by the court as in 
Sweden. The order of knighthood and other marks of diftiuc- 
tion have been beflowed on different profeffors to a degree of 
almoft profufion. In general the literary character in Sweden U 
held in high rcfpect and eftimation. It is an object of ambition 
with men of bufinefs in ea(y and profperous circumftances, and 
even'with the nobility and gentry. Here it may be mentioned 
that Guftavus III. towards the end of the year 1778, conducted 
the prince royal, the prelent king of Sweden, to the univerlity of 
Uplala, and adilled at all the public, and the greatell part of the 
private exc'rcifes performed by the young prince during a ftay of 
fix weeks. The ardour and fuccefs with which he applied to his 
fiudies at the early age of eight or nine years, was highly gratify- 
ing to the king, who, in order to familiarize him with the people, 

■ whom he was born to govern, and to give him an early knowledge 
-of the kingdom, had already accompanied him over feveral of the 
.provinces. 

I * ; ■ I . ; 
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CHAPTER IX. ' ! . 

The annual Exhibition of PiUurej at Stockholm — Academy of 
Painting and Sculpture — Account of fame difiinguifbed Painters, 
and their ProduSlions — Some Works of the Dilettanti. 

*JL' HE exhibition of piftures at Stockholm every year, in the 
month of February, is a fubjefl of elegant amufement as 
well as inftrudion. It is open to every one, and nothing is paid 
for admittance. Here the gentlemen and ladles of Stockholm 
jiilemble in crowds, in order to encourage, by their approbation 
and applaufe, the efforts of genius. It is no fmall pi aife to fay of 
this coUedlion, that it is well worthy to be Icen by foreigners of 
nvcry country a^ well as Swedes. Here is perceived, at one view, 
the ftate of the arts in Sweden ; and you are enabled not only to 
Ibrm fome opinion of the powers of the artifts, bgt aUb of the . 
^general tafte and judgment of the nation. Every one declares his 
■fcntiments with regard to the pieces without referve, though there 
he ahvays Ibme lady or gentleman who takes the lead, and directs 
|hc general toaeof praife or cenfure. What,'is not a little curious, 
the painters thcmfelvesare frequently prefent, and very bufily em- 
ployed in attempts to guide the public judgment. I noticed one 
. ' artift 
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artift who forced theattcntion of the whole company to his own 
picture, and talked about it to every one, and of nothing elfe. He 
was a moft conftant and punctual attendant at the exhibition, and 
regaled hlmfelf with the eulogiums which he extorted from others. 
This exhibition is at the houfe appropriated to the academy of 
painting and fculpture. There are nine profeffors belonging to 
this inditution, and about four hundred dudents. The academy 
didributes annually three flrd-rate and three fecondary prizes. 
The pupils who (hew the greated proofsof geniusare Cent to tra- 
vel in France and Italy at the expence of the academy. There ar^ 
five apartments, fmall in fize, and very low in the ceiling, in which 

I , , , f 

the pictures are put up with but little grace or propnety. * In the 
middle one, which may be called the antichamber, bccaule it i4 
through this that you enter into all the red, pictures fuppol^ to 
pofiTds the lead merit arc generally placed, and alfo the drawings 
.and defigns of Ihefcholars. The chamber bn thekft fide ofthe had 
asyou enter, is dedined for the reception of the fird-rate pieces, as 
that on the right of the antichamber is for that of datues, bafiTo- 
rclicvos in plaider, and the defigns of the (cholars. The fecOiid 
room is filled witli a cotifufed alTemblagc of paintings,' defigns in 
architecture, plans of public edifices, with which are intermixed 
a number of portraits and landfcapes. Near to this apartment is 
a cabinet containing plans and models of new -inventions, or pro- 
jects in mechanics. In this e'xhibition, not only the productions 
of native Swedes are difplayed, but alfo thofe of fuch member's as 
3 ,rc foreigners by birth ; moreover, the works . of the ajr/a, or 

ajfociates^ 
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ajfociates, who, though they belong to the academy, have not the 
lame privileges as members; and offtrangers, that is to fay, per- 
fons who, without being «thcr, in the number. of members or af- 
fociates, obtain leave from the'prefidtiit to exhibit their perfor- 
mances. The number of pieces difplayed attlic exhibition of 1800, 
•which 1 faw, amounted to one hundred and twenty-nine. Every 
pidure was numbered, and the name of the paiiiter marked at^thfi 

bottom. Towards the dole of the exhibition, which lafts only 

• ' 

fifteen days, a printed catalogue is publilhed, in Whichi all the 
pidures are arranged according to their order and de^eq; ift. Of 
Swedilh members ; zd. Of foreign members ^d, Of the aflb- 
elates; 4th, OitiUa^ningi orartifts, who were allowed to exhibit 
their works without bebnging to the academy.' I lhall obl'ervc 
the fame order while I take a .■view of the .moft dlftinguilhcd 
ipieces, or thofe that drew moft attention in this exhibition^ 
whether juftly or otherwile, i < ' . 1 ; j.'.; ,f /-j I r.r. 

■ : ' ’ ■ • I T . ' n 

. 1 • SWEDISH MEMBERS. . . 

■■ Mr. John Toble Sergei, whofe namB i8^t«U known amoitgiaf- 
" tills in all parts of Eoropc ; he is to be fcckoned among the firft- 
rate fculptors, and the only one in the North of. any great merit. 
He ftudied at Rome, and is one of thofe who has done moft ho- 
nour to the modern fchool : he has executed feVersil' Works of 
.great value. Not long agp jielfinilhed a ftattieinbfonaeofGuf- 
tavualll ; it is of coloffal fize, and to be placed on apedeftalia 
front of the caftle, oppofite to tbe;bridge ^that leads tea the. ad- 
;.v, miralty. 
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miralty. His tnoft admired produdlion is his groupe of Cupid and 
Plyche, which combines the utmoft beauty of form, and the moft 
exquifite expredton of ientinient, in the happieft manner : it is 
dcfigncd for the palace df Haga. Unfortunately Mr. Sergei is ud 
longer to be numbered among the artifts of Sweden : he has 
wholly retired from bufinefs, and from the world. Overpowered 
by a deep melancholy, he lives in a ftate of peffiift folitude, and 
is not to be fecn by any one belides his own domcftic. 

■ Mr. Charles Fred. Breda. This portrait painter muft be knows 
in England*: he was brought up to the art under Sir Jofliua Rey- 
nolds, and is fliill ai\ imitator of his manheh Mr. Breda is happy 
in’ leizing and taking likenefles : he polFelTes the art of giving an 
hiflorical air to his pictures by means of the accedbries of archi- 
tecture, landfcapc, and drapery. His colouring is brilliant, but 
perhaps too glowing : his attitudesare lometimes a little unnatural 
and overflrained, his deligns not always correct, nor is his drapery 
ealy. He works a great deal, and very rapidly : his pictures are 
often, ftrictly fpq|king, nothing more than (ketches. In his per- 
sonal deportment and nianners he is viry mild, amiable, and not 
in the lead aduming. He has a collection of pictures, feme of 
them very fine ones. t 

- Mr. Nic. Lafrenfen, a painter well known in France, whese 
many of His pictures have been engraved. He h a very plcafiog 
artift, and happy in his ideas s but fotnewhat of a mannetid of 
■ the Fretich fchool. • i 

' Mr. Elia»^fertin, alandfca^ painter : be would alto be an hif- 
• . •••■• torical 
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torical painter ; but we may apply to him the faying, “ ne futor 
ultra crepidam. Before the arrival of Mr. Belanger, he was the 
firft latulli^pe painter in Sweden. I (peak only of his pictures in 
oil colours ; for, as to the art of painting in body colours, he is 
ignorant of even its firft principles. Of all the artifts that I know 
in Europe, Mr. Martin is the happieftin his folly. He is fo per> 
fectly fatisfied that he is the firft painter in Europe of every kind, 
that the love of glory and renown, a palfion attended often with 
many painful aiurieties and ftrugglcs, occafions no other than the 
moft pleafing fenfations in his breaft. If he ftiould but touch 
the canvas with his pencil, there would prefently appear, as 
he imagines, Ibme embryo of fuperior excellence. , He makes 
no ftruple to infiuuate very plainly, that his own productions arc 
the firft in the univerfe ; he puts them on a level with thofe of 
the admired artifts recorded in hiftory ; and concludes his pane* 
gyric on himfclf by oblerving, that he alone of the great painters 
is now alive, and deploring the loft that threatens the arts by. his 
advanced age. He is a good-natured man, and as much diljrafed 
to be complaiftnt to others, as well plealed with himfelf, if they 
will only hear his prattle. There arc Ibme who not only have 
patience to do this, but find great amulement in it; while others ‘ 
of a more ferious and Icvere turn cither delpilc his vanity, or la- 
ment the weakneft of human nature. His laft productions are in 
every refpect execrable ; but he has done Ibme things which, for 
fo northerly an artifty pofleft confiderable merit. The chief ex- 
cellency of his beft pieces confifta in an agreeable harmonioulheft 
'VoL. I Y throughout 
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thoughout the .whole, aiid a^nibe artentiou' to the i laws of perW 
Ipective. ' • I' '■ : ’ . ■■■ > \ • 

Mr. DcpreZjfirft architect to the king, wellkiiowif, asil Ihouhl 
fijppofe, in England, where he paflfcd fomc'time, and where he 
excited Ibme atteutibni' He perhaps is die greateftlc’ene painter 
for the decoratioh'of theatres in Europe. iiHe has a thorough 
knowledge of hiftorical fcenery, the contrail nf light and lhadc, 
the effects produced by tl^ different lights of ^the fun and the 
moon by perfpecti ve^ and various machincryj The richnefs of his 
mind and imagination is aflonifliing. His mailer-piece is the de-< 
corations for the opera of Guftavus Vala t in this, the llyle of ar- 
chitecture for the palace. of Chriftierna is well conceived ; the dif-' 
ferent decorations of the tents of Guffavus.and Chrillicrna are 
fuperb. The dreams of Chriftierna are worthy of all the ftores of 
his own exuberant fancy. His grcateft difficulty is to moderate 
and bringdown the conceptions of his warm abd highly i. exalted 
imagination to the fmallnefs of the fize. of the tlieatre tif Stock* 
holm. It was impoffible to fix on a man more calculated to giVe 
latisfactiou to Guftavus HI. or between whole miild and that 
monarch’s there was greater affinityi ' The king, nK'hen in a hl^h- 
fpirited and comunicative mood, was wont to lay tb thofe about 
him, “ There is nobody who hasi any real fancy but rayfclf and 
“ Deprez.” Itjs much to. be regretted that. this great man, fo 
well fitted to difplay to advantage his 'genius and talents on an 
extenfive thoatre^lhould be bbried in Sweden, where, no longer 
employed in the theatro,/ he fcarccly.caiii contrive tp exift, aixl 

where 
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where Ignorance, cabal, 'and envy,, have borne him down, per- 
haps never-to rife again. IfGuftavusIII.had lived, this man would 
have probably'coftSweden feveral millions of rix-dollars. . It’was 
he wh* finifhed the deflgii of the new palace atHaga ; the ground- 
work alone, on which it is now built, has coft an enormous fum to 
fo poor a country. Prt)je£t was Concerted aftfer projedi, and the 
Teftlets and exalted itnaginatioiis of thofetwb enthufiafts(the kiiig 
and Deprez) muft have cxhaullod the public treafury. • Mr. De- 
prez, perceiving the impoflibilily of finding employment in a 
country where the finances are fo narrow as in Sweder,and where 
every tiling is undei the reign 'of intrigue, gives himfelf up for the 
prelent' to the reveries of imagination ; and the greater part of his 
dcfigfts in architefture ate truly caltles in the air. He amules his 
leifure with drawing plans of edifices, more magnificent and 
fumptufous than the ancient pyramids of Egypt ; he forms proje^s 
of piles and monuments a thouland times' more expenfive than 
any recorded in the hiftory of the world. He has lately conceived 
the idea of a pyramid, the bafe of which could not be fixed any 
where elle than in the delerts of Arabia, in which ftatucs of all 
the great men in the world, of every poffibk kind of celebrity or 
difiinftion, are to be depofited. He admits himfelf, that in order 
to carry this defign into execution, it would be indilpenfibly ne- 
cefiTary for all fovereign powers to join in one fociety, or club, for 
defraying the cxpeiiCcs. Mr. Deprez is alfo an hiftorical painter ; 
but his colours are wretched. 1 have feen feveral of his piAures 
of naval engagements ; in fome of which you perceive nothing 

Y a but 
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but a fingle (hip in front of the piece, which covers and hides all 
the others. 

M. Lewis Belanger, firll painter to the king of Sweden. After 
refiding feveral years in Italy, where he applied himlelf to the 
ftudy of architeilure, he went to and continued (bme time in 
England ; where there is ftill to be feen a number of prints taken 
from his pictures in body colours. He is a landlcape painter of 
no fmall merit : his touch is light, and produces a pleadng eSe A : 
he has a good imagination, and makes an excellent u(e of body 
colours. There is no artift in Sweden that excels him in his line 
of painting. He is now engaged in a very interefting work, 
namely, a piilurefque ‘tour through Sweden, which is engraved 
under his own direftion, and of which fome plates have already 
appeared at Stockholm, by an engraver whom he carried with 
him thither, of the name of Cordier. On his arrival in Sweden 
and prefentation to the king, he was honoured with the title of 
firft painter in his majefl;y*s fervice ; and, I believe, he has ob- 
tained permiflion to make drawings of all the ports in Sweden ; 
which will form a very curious collection, efpecially as they are 
done by the hand of fo excellent an artift. His diftinguifhed 
merit, (bon after his arrival, excited envy and raifed him a num- 
ber of enemies. 

Mr. Weftmiiller. There was nothing of this painter in the ex- 
hibition of the year mentioned (Feb. 1800) ; but there had been 
an Ariadne by him in that of the preceding year, which was much 
talked of, and confirmed the reputation he had already acquired. 

He 
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He is the bcft portrait painter in Sweden after Breda, and in the 
minuter parts of execution he fometimes furpaffes him. The bcft 
of his portraits that I have fecn, is that of Governor Uglafe. Al- 
th ough the figure be ftifF, as indeed all his pictures are, it poflefles 
much animation and expreflion. The hands are done with the 
pencil of a maftcr ; and the velvet drapery is worthy of the fetin 
of the Chevalier Vanderwef. His Ariadne of 1799 was unna* 
tural, ill defigned, and finifhed in a flovenly and taftelcfs manner. 
The nakednefs of the figure was the only circumftancc that flat- 
tered the eye, and drew the applaufe of the fpectators. 

FOREIGN UEMBERS. 

The works of foreign members do not, ftrictly {peaking, enter 
into an account of the ftate of the arts in Sweden ; but as they 
appeared at the exhibition, and as Ibme of thofe members are 
rcfident in Sweden. I cannot well avoid faying fomething of their 
productions. 

Mr. Inel, director of the royal academy of arts at Copenhagen. 
This painter makes a uoile in the North that is incredible : he is 
looked upon as a prodigy. Of portrait painters he is confidered 
as the ne plus ultra, and his pictures are regarded as models of 
the art. The encomiums beftowed on this man appeared to me 
fo exceflive and difgufting, that I cannot help introducing in this 
place the remarks that were made on him by a great Italian con- 
noiffeur, whgi had feen many of his productions , and was per- 
fectly acquainted with his manner. “ Inel,” obferved he, “is 

' “ in 
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“ in my eyes of all portrait painters the mOft difagrceable. In r^- 
“ Ipect of Jefign, he ‘is indeed tolerably correct j but in every 
other particular hislnferiotity is decided. ,His compofitions are 
“ without taflc; his light and' fhade bad; his colours cold, -hard, 
“ and without the leaft gradation of /hades ; the effects difagre- 
! “ able ; his refemblances, though happy enough and to common 
eyes ff riking^ are ncverthelefs wholly devoid of dignity, and his 
contours iharp and har/h :lhe is but very imperfectly acquainted 
•“ with the laws of perfpcctlvc; his figures are me.an, and hisdra- 
“ pery ftiff and conftrained.” 

Mr. Lampi. The Duke and Duchefs of Sudermania being at 
Vienna, had their portraits drawn there by this artift, and fent 
them to the exhibition at Stockholm. Although Lampi had not 
by any means bellowed particular pains on the/e pictures, and 
though they even /hew marks of conftraint and hiirfy, it may be 
confidently affirmed that ihefe two portraits ccllpfe'd all the reft 
in the exhibition, and proved the ftriking difference between the 
/buthern and northern fchool. There was in the/e two' pictures 
a noble maje/ly and a happy imitation of nature. The Compofi- 
tion was pleafing, the colouring vivid, the effect fenfiblc, the 
light and /hade foft, the contours well rounded, and the ftrokes 
of the pencil draw'n with the exact aim of an arti/l. 

Mr. Antony Bo/fi, a miniature painter. He is a native of Ve- 
nice, and came to refide at Stockholm only for a time ; during 
'which he fini/hed a coiifiderable number of portraits, all of them 
of great merit. 

Among 
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^ ^ongthe \yOTkspf4]Mtdil«ttsWti'thfr9 V/eX^raipc.eJngw'iiigs; 
bjr Count Mdi pcr—^they were, happy imittUofls of the German 
ftylf!jof,//«tff|i!i jinfOt whipb )^iJeaji^t.dvi(rii>g)ihls. refidence at> 
Yipunai.whfrc he was Mi the fiiit ofi.lhc/jDukie of Sudermsnia. . 

Madcmoifclle de Pollett,maid of honour to the queen dowager, 
had a laiidicape done in Indian ink, Iketched in a very free and 
happy manner. This lady is one of the beft educated and moll 
accomplifhed women I met with in the Swcdifti capital. She 
is a native of Stralfund in Germany. 

The two rivals in landfcape painting are,' Colonel Skioldebrand 
and Baron de Geer ; but there was none of their productions this 
year in the exhibition. My prailes of the firft might have the 
appearance of partiality, and I therefore will abfiain from them, 
however juftly they might be bellowed; but I may venture to 
fay of the fecond, that he has a delicate and pleafing pencil ; that 
he draws the figures in a lively and corredl manner, though he 
has not fufficientiy lludied the great mailers to have learnt the 
true lhades of peHpective, and the general effect of the whole. 

I lhall enter no farther into any details ; and, indeed, there 
would not be much to add on this fubject which could interell 
the reader. I will only make this general obfervation, that un- 
der the prefent reign the fine arts in Sweden are far from being 
in a fiourilhing condition. True genius and talents are not em- 
ployed, but, on the contrary, dilcouraged. Sergei, wc have al- 
ready mentioned, has retired under the preffurc of a deep melan- 
choly. Deprez is no longer engaged at the theatre ; and Belanger 
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too has fallen a victim to jealoufy, envy, and intrigtie. In a 
word, the arts are reduced to aftate of monopoly, in the hands 
of a few who know how to impofc upon the minds of their 
countrymen, by the machinations of fecrct cabal and open 
quackery. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Tribute of Pralfe to Mr. Coxe Jor his Account of Sweden ; and for 
his Eagernefs tn colkBing Information — A Hint given to Travel- 
lers — The general Inipreffon made on the Author s Mind, of the 
State of Sweden in rejpefl to Arts and Sciences ; Commerce and 
Manufa£iures \ and civ,U Freedom — The Ufe of Sledges in Win- 
ter, and the Advantages derived from it — 2'he different Kinds of 
Sledges ; and the Roads made through the Snow — Departure from 
Stockholm ; and Journey to Griflehamn — Paffdge by Haga and 
Ulriefdal — Defcription of the Gardens of Haga in Winter — Face 
of the Country between Ulriefdal and Gri/lehatnn — Foxes met 
with on the Road — Want of Inns or Public-Houfes — Provifions 
of the Peafants that attend Travellers-~Whar alter. Manners, 
and domejlic Condition of the Peafantry. 

If there be no intelle£lual fubjeft, however abftract and re« 
fined, but muft neceffarily be attentively (crutinized and viewed in 
various relations ; how much more indifpenfibly requifite is it, 
that diverfity of tours and cxtenfive travels Ihould be undertaken 
by different individuals, forthedifplay of manners, the knowledge 
of arts, and that the book of nature, beft inftructor, ihould be 
wide fpread before mankind. Amidft the vaft and almoft infinite 
VoL. I. Z variety 
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variety of matter prefented to our obfervation, wc naturally attack 
ourfelves to what is congenial with our own habits of thinking, 
and our own purfuits and ftudics. It ought not to be the defign 
or attempt in any new pilgrimage of this kind, to fuperfcde and 
render ufelefs all that has preceded it. The regions of Scandina- 
via certainly open a wide field for various fpeculations and di(co- 
veries. The mines of Sweden have given birth to many literary 
compofitions, and will yet indubitably produce many more. Its 
navigation, commerce, revenue, population, government, police, 
and internal regulations for the good order and convenience of 
fociety ; the public works, edifices, and charities ; the ftate of 
agriculture, the army, the navy, and the various other objects that 
conftitute the proper fubjects of hiftorical works and ftatiftical 
enquiries — all thefe particulars have been detailed with tolerable 
accuracy by many travellers before me. It would not be confiftent 
with my plan to give a ftatiftical account of Sweden, even could 
I prefume or fuppofe that my reader would thank me for being 
more minute in my information than Mr. Coxe has been ; or be 
pleafed, were I to Avell my pages with more copious extracts from 
the Swedith hiftory than this traveller has furnifhed. It is a juft 
tribute to Mr. Coxe, and which I readily acknowledge, that he at 
this day pofTelTes in Sweden the reputation of an indefatigable 
enquirer and collector of every poffible information on a variety 
of fubjects. Whatever he could learn from any one he noted 
down in his journal, under fome head or other. If among the 
maft of materials which he thus gathered, there were fome that 
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had already met the public eye, it muft not be thought that 
Mr. Coxe publiflied them agaiJt as a plagiarilb or compiler ; but 
it arofe from his not knowing, or from overlooking their exif- 
tence in the literary world. The republication of them, by con- 
firming what others had noticed before him, gave an additional 
value to his work, which is oncof therlcheft mifcellames that ever 
has appeared under the name of travels. This teftimony to the 
induftry of Mr. Coxe, it would be ungenerous in me to withhold; 
although I, as well as all other travellers who came after him, 
fuffered, in thofe places where he had been, fbmc trifling incon- 
veniencles from the ardour of his zeal in purfuit of information. 
I was told by different perlbns, that his eagernefs and impatience 
to obtain inftructlon on feveral points of public economy, for the 
improvement of his ftatiftlcal tables, was fb great, that he was 
always ready to put queftions, but never to anfwer any. The 
Swedes naturally expected that a ftranger would contribute to 
their entertainment, as they were willing to facilitate his labours : 
but Mr. Coxe, I was told, declined ail free and communicative 
converfation, and was intent folely on his own private views of 
making a publication. He did not hefitate to requeft gentlemen 
to collect materials for him, and to favour him with their ftate- 
ments in writing. All this might be cxcufable and even laud- 
able in a philofopher, yet it was not quite fatisfactory to the 
people whom he vlfited : they wifhed to have their own curiofity 
in fbme meafure gratified, by an interchange of information : 
they expectccTfomething more from the reverend Englifh traveller 
> Z 2 than 
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than to undergo a mere examination. Thcfe things were fre- 
quently mentioned to me, as loon as the firft civilities of recep- 
tion had palled, and I conlidered it as a premonition to myfelf, 
and did not fail to take the hint, as my readers will readily con- 
ceive and believe, from the paucity of ftatiftical fubjects that I 
have touched on, in comparifon with the various and precife de- 
tails of Mr. Coxe. This hint, which I took myfelf, 1 throw out 
for the benefit of future travellers. / . • ‘ 

The Hate of Sweden, and particularly that of the capital, has 
left this general impreflion' on my mind, that a greater progrefs 
has been made iii the fciences and arts, both liberal and mechani- 
cal, by the Swedes, than by any other nation llruggling with 
equal difadvantages of foil and climate, and labouring under' the 
difeouragement of internal, convulfions and external aggrellions, 
from proud, powerful, and overbearing neighbours. Their com- 
merce, all things confidered, and their manufactures are in a 
flourilhing ftatc. The fpirit of the people, under various changes 
unfavourable to liberty, remains yet unbtrokeu. Tjie goVcnuriEnt 
is ftill obliged in fomc degree Wrelpcct the public opinion. ;There 
is much regard paid to the natural claims of individuals ; juftice 
is tempered with mercy, and gteat atteiation 'Ls :fhewrr in their 
hofpitals and other inftitutiojis to the fituatjoa of the poor and 
helplefs. From the influence of the court amdng a quick, lively, 
and active race of men, private iutrigueand cabal have, toa great 
degree, crept into every department of Ibciety ; and this is what I 
find the greatell fubject of blame, or of regret in flaking of thsrt 

, „ country. 
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country. The rcfourccs of a ftatc are chiefly three; population, 
revenue, and territory. The firft two are not confiderable in 
Sweden; the laft is great ’in extent, though not fb in its imme- 
diate value : but the vaft extent of territory itlelf is an objeft of 
importance. Land and fcas, however fterilc and rude, conftant- 
ly become more fertile and ufeful, as the courfe of fcicnce and 
art advances — as the French fay, “ Toujours va la terre au bon.” 
Art fubdues natural difficulties and difadvantages, and finds new 
ufcs for materials of every defeription : and, finally, it may be 
jullly obferved that, in the very rudenels of the natural elements, 
and in their poverty, the Swedes have a pledge and fecurity for 
civil freedom and political independence. 

It is deemed a very great calamity in Sweden, and one not lefs 
heavy than a bad harveft, if the winter be fuch as to prevent the 
ufe of fledges, becaufe it is by means of thefe that bulky commo- 
dities, namely, iron, wood, grain, and other articles, are conveyed 
from one place to another. Winters, however, fo mild that 
fledges cannot be uled, fometimes will happen ; then the commu- 
nication is limited, and commercial intcrcourfc confined: for the 
highways arc by no means fufficient for the purpoles of travelling 
mnd carrying goods ; whereas, with a fledge you may proceed on 
the' (how, through forefts and marflies, acrofs rivers and lakes, 
withbut any impediment or interruption. It is on account of 
this facility of tranfporting merchandize over the ice, that all the 
great fairs in Sweden and Finland are held in the winter feafon. 
Nor, is it an uucomiDon thing for the pealknts to undertake jour- 
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nies, with whatever they have got for the market, of three or 
four hundred Englifh miles. They have been known to travel 
with their (ledges about two hundred miles in ten or twelve days. 
As there is generally no other mode of travelling in Sweden, or in 
the North, during the winter, than by means of fledges, the va- 
riety of them is (b great, that when the time ar rived deftined for 
us to purfue our journey northward, our variety of choice of fe- 
veral kinds was not a little perplexing. They were not only dif- 
ferent in ornament and form, but al(b in their conftrufUon and 
manner of accommodating the traveller. When a perfon under- 
takes a long Journey in an unufual manner, his prudence never 
fuffers him to believe that enough has been done ; and embarraff- 
ments are iucreafed through an over anxious multiplication of 
the meafures that are adopted for avoiding them. But there 
were really fome circumftances that obliged us to be very cir- 
cumfpeft and nice in our feleftion of the fledge that was to 
carry us in our intended expedition from Stockholm towards the 
north. The great and covered fledges, built like the body of a 
carriage, and placed on (kates, are certainly the warmeft, the mod 
fociable, and in every refpeft the moft commodious; but thefe 
were by no means adapted to a journey through Finland. Here 
it is necelTary to have fledges of a certain determinate width, 
liich as can be drawn by one horfe along the narrow roads, or 
rather in the ruts or tracks of this country. In many places the 
roads are bordered on both (ides by (how to the height of five 
or fix feet, forming as it were two ramparts, between which you 
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arc to move along. The little open fledges, fuch as are ufed in 
Stockholm on parties of pleafure, and made commonly in the 
fliape of a cockle-fliell, feemed upon the whole moft eligible, on 
account of their lightnefl, and their being fufficicntly narrow for 
the ftraitcft paflages. But thcfc fledges, though convenient enough 
for a fmall excurfion, become very fatiguing on a long journey ; 
and in one of leven or eight hundred Englilh miles would have 
been altogether infupportablc. Without fomc particular precau- 
tion, in adding a prop or fupport behind, it was impoflible to refift 
the impulfe, or guide the movement and direftlon of the fledge, 
in uneven parts of the road. During the whole of our journey we 
were under the neceflity of being our own drivers. . There were 
at the time fome Finland fledges to be had at Stockholm, which 
might have ferved equally for Sweden and Finland ; but thefe 
vehicles, ufed only in travelling through that part of Sweden 
which lies between Stockholm and Finland, were drawn by par- 
ticular lets of horfes. The peafants, unaccuftomed to fuch 
fledges, refufed to furnilh their horfes, as their harnefs did not 
fuit them. They complained that they were clumfy, awkward, 
and heavy, becaufe they did not reft on iron but large wooden 
Ikatcs. As there is but very little travelling in Finland, the regu- 
lations for the roads are not fo ftrict as in Sweden. The fnow 
commonly hys deeper, and the inhabitants, accuftomed to the 
form of their own fledges, fee no rcafon for any road wider than 
the only carriages they are acquainted with require. 

The method of making roads, adopted in all the diftricts of the 
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North in which I have travelled, after a great fall of fnow, is to 
place a fort of triangle of wood, the bafe of which may be about 
eight or ten feet, on rollers, where the paflage is to be, and to have 
this frame drawn forward alongthc middle by horfes or oxen, the 
acute angle or apex of the triangle being placed foremoft. In this 
manner the fnow lying on the middle of the way is pu'lhed to the 
fides, and a palTage is thus rendered caller for the fledges that come 
after. But this triangle removes ordiminlflies only the quantity 
of fnow in the middle of the road, fo that the travellers who after- 
wards may pafs that way make another rutt or furrow, proportion- 
able to the width of their fledges : and as the fecond follows al- 
ways the track of the flrft, this furrow, in the courfe of time, and 
by new falls of fnow accumulating on the fides, becomes fb deep, 
that it forms a kind of cafe which admits only fledges of the fame 
dimenfion. Having weighed all thefe difficulties, and every ob- 
ifacle and difadvantage we could think of, we refolved to content 
ourfclves with fuch fledges of the peafaiits, as we might obtain 
from one poft-houfe to another, and to travel in this manner as 
far as Abo, where we might purchafe Finland fledges in the coun- 
try itfelf, and purfue our journey in our own equipage, fuch as it 
would be, in order to avoid the inconvenience of fo frequently 
moving and flowing our luggage. We flattered ourfclves that 
this expedient was the befl, and fet out perfeftly fatisfied with 
the refolution we had taken. 

We departed from Stockholm on the i6th of March, 1799, at 
feven o’clock in the morning, paffing through the north gate. 

Enveloped 
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Enveloped in pelices of Ruffian bears’ Ikins, our heads clofely 
covered with fur caps, and our hands in gloves lined with wool or 
fur, wc found no reafon to complain of cold the whole way to 
Griflchamn, where we arrived on the fame evening. The Iky was 
covered with clouds and dark, and confequently our journey was 
difmal, or at lead gloomy. The firft object that prefented itfelf 
to our view on leaving Stockholm behind us, was the gardens of 
Haga, already mentioned, with the lake which in the fummer lea- 
fon forms fo great an embclliffiment to this delightful retreat. It 
was no longer that delicious paradife, that pleafure ground tufted 
with trees in leaf and adorned with flirubberies and coppice wood, 
through which the winding paths, under a pleafing fhade, imper- 
ceptibly conducted the vifitor to fome fountain, or to the vaulted 
roofoffome little temple, or (bme cabin, the alylum of fimpliclty 
and love : it was the (keleton, or, more properly, the inauimated 
carcafe of that garden. All the fine contrivances of art which 
were made ufc of to captivate the eye, and to fill the mind with 
a pleafing lenfation of furprize and fatisfaction ; thofc means that 
were called in aid to improve the beauty of the place, and to 
conceal its faults; all thefe fccrets by which you were kept in a 
Rate of ignorance of what could afford no gratification if known 
or feen, were now, by the mercileff fcvcrlty of the feafon, cruelly 
revealed. A fad and mournful nakedneis was vlfible throughout 
the whole. Thole temples and retreats to which you were led 
through many meandering ways and turns, and which were lb 
fituated as to deceive the imagination by the idea that they were 
* VoL. ‘I. A i placed 
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placed at great diftances from each other, were beheld heaped 
together in one crowd. There appeared no marks of regular 
combination and defign : all was a dead confufion. 

Having traverfed the lakeof Haga, we palled very near the 
country houfe of the queen dowager Ulrica called Ulrickldale. 

It had been before the feat of Count John de Gardie, but was 
purchafed by the queen dowager Ulrica Eleanors m the reign of 
Charles XI. In this retreat the queen enjoyed that peace and 
tranquillity which ufually fly from the palaces of the great. Be- 
yond Ulrickldale nothing occurred tliat was in the leaft intereft- 
ing the whole way toGrillehamn, a diftance from Stockholm of 
no°t lefs than fixty-nine Englilh miles. The face of the country 
cannot be faid to be either flat or hilly : it is unequal ground, but 
rifing and falling by gentle fwells. The eye, fatigued by the 
dazzhiig whitenefs of the fnow, repofes itfelf withpleafure on the 
dark green of the pines, which are often met with throughout 
the whole of the journey. What amufed us moft was to fee foxes 
here and there Handing or walking about on the highway with- 
out any apparent follcitude for their fafety. We were allonilhed 
to find this quadruped fo incautious, and fo devoid of that fkgacity 
and prudence which is the characteriftic of the fpecies. The bu- 
f.nefs for which thofe animals come to the highway we difeovered 
to be no other than to eat the new-dropped dung of the horfes 
that paired. If, while they were in fearch or poflelTion of this, a 
fledge happened to go by, they would only leap over to the other 

fide of the ditcli, and turn about and keep a conftant eye on the 
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equipage, or whatever or whomfoever they confidered as objects of 
juft fufplcion and danger, without moving farther off, even though 
a man ftiould come within thirty or forty paces of them. If the 
fledge ftopped, then they would immediately betake themfelves 
to flight ; but if any one whiftled, the fox would ftop ftiort, turn 
about, and for a few feconds look the perfbn in the face. A Iportf- 
man, having a fowling piece with him in his fledge, would have 
an opportunity of taking a tolerably furc aim, and doing great 
execution among them merely by means of whiftling. We were 
not without fowling pieces ; but our pclices, a certain lazinefs 
and heavinefe with which we were overwhelmed (the effect, no 
doubt, of the climate), and the conftraint we were under from 
the neceffity of accommodating our pofture to the movement of 
the fledge, all confpired to make fhooting at a mark no eafy mat- 
ter. Befldes the report of our pieces might have ftightened the 
horfes. 

It is alleged by fome, that the foxes of the North are of a dif- 
ferent (pecies from thofc of England, and that thofc of the latter 
are larger, more cunning, and wilder than thole of the former. 
Without pretending to decide this queftion, I lhall only obferve, 
that the prudence of northern animals is often overcome by ex- 
treime hunger, and that the cold in Great Britain is never fo long 
por lb inteule as to reduce them to fuch extremity. As to 
their flopping Ihort in the midft of their flight on hearing a 
whiftlc, I could never learn or conjecture what fenlation or idea 
this could excite in them. Being to them an unufual found, they 
, A a 2 no 
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no doubt confidercd it a? .a warning of danger. The country 
people have a fupcrflitious notion, tliat foxes and wolves are of- 
fended at being called by their fpecific names, and that they take 
vengeance for this infult on their poultry, and other domefticated 
animals ; for this reafon they call the foxes brown legs, and the 
wolves grey legs, in the fame manner as the people of Sumatra 
give good names to the tyger. 

During the whole of this route from Stockholm to Grifle- 
hamn, the traveller muft not think of {lopping cither to eat or 
deep ; I mean to fay, that there are no inns to be met with as in 
other parts of Europe. He mufl carry his provifions along with 
him, for the poor peafants have fcldom any thing befides bread 
and milk, or fometimes falted provifions not always agreeable to 
travellers. Their bread is flat round cakes, made for the moll 
part of barley or rye, with holes in the middle, through which a 
ftring palTes for flinging a number of them on their backs when 
they go abroad to the woods, or fields, or a-fifhing. Potatoes arc 
by no means common among them, w hich is Owing, I imagine, 
to the difficulty they find to keep them from the froft in winter. 
The philofophical economifls, numerous as they are in Sweden, 
have not yet, it would feem, difeovered themfelves, or at Icaft not 
taught the country people, that this ufeful root may be (ecured 
from the keeneft froft, by lodging it in cavities dug to a fufficient 
depth in the earth ; but the peafants, though poor, feel no pref- 
fing wants that are not gratified. Befides bre.ad and milk, they 
have in their ftores falted or fmoked meat, as well as fi{h and oc- 
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cafionally even beer and brandy; but thde lad are objeds of 
luxury, and neceflary only to factitious appeties: both they and 
their children are well fed. Their houfes and manner of clothing 
fufficiently protect them from the (everity of the cold ; their fire- 
fides are always well provided with wood, and their apartments 
warm and comfortable. The traits of innocence, fimplicity, and 
contentment, which, on entering any one of their cabins, you 
may perceive in their countenances, form a picture that muft 
greatly move the fenfibility of a ftranger, and intereft the feelings 
of his heart. The little (ports of the children, the (kipping and 
frilking of dogs and cats, the crackling made by faggots and logs 
of wood, the moded and trembling fong of the cricket, recalled 
to my mind, with great plea(ure, four charming lines of Gold- 
finith, which exhibit an exact likcnefs of what I actually (aw * 

Around in fympathctic mirth, 

Its cricks the kitten cries ; 

The cricket chirrups in the hearth, 

The cracking faggot (lies. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Grijlehamn — The Pajfage acrofs the Gulf -to Finland dangerous in 
Summer to navigate, and in Winter frozen over fo as to bear Sledges 
—The Author's Journey acrofs the Ice. Difficulties attending it, 
and Adventures that happened — Seals, or Sea-Calves, living on and 
under the Ice, Manner of hunting them — The IJles of Aland. 
Some of them mentioned by Nasne: the Fort refs of Cafleholmen 
— Anecdotes from a Converfation with a Peafant. 

CjtRISLEHAMN is a finall poft town, where all travellers 
flop in their way to or from Sweden or Finland, whether in 
fummer or winter. The navigation of the ftraits here is extremely 
dangerous, as well as dilagreeable. There is only one paflage for 
large veflels, and the mariners are always in terror of ftriking on 
the rocks which are every where fcattcred in this formidable fca. 
In winter a paflage Is very rarely attempted, but when the whole 
furface is frozen to fuch a degree of folidity as to bear a fledge. 
When this is not the cafe, as Ibmetimes happens during a mild 
and open winter, thofe perlbns who have occafion to travel from 
Sweden, either to Finland or Ruflia, are under the neceflity of 
going by the way of Tornea all round the gulf of Bothnia. Grifle- 
hamn is not remarkable on any account, except its being a place 
‘ ' of 
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of rendezvous for travellers by fea or land. It has neither com- 
merce, manufactures, nor houlcs fit for the accommodation of 
ftrangers. It confifts of nothing more than the poft-mafter’s ha- 
bitation, which is built of brick; and a number of wood cabins 
around it, which are occupied by peafants. The harbour of Grifle- 
hamn, though not very capacious, is excellent, particularly for 
Imall veflels. Two tongues of land jetting into the fea fecure it 
from both the eaft and weft winds, while a fmall ifland, fituated 
nearly in the middle between them, breaks the force of the waves 
that are driven againft the coaft by the winds which agitate the 
whole mafs of the Bothnian fea in its direction from the North. 

On one of thefe tongues of land a telegraph is ereCted on a com* 
manding height, which is the only one that I faw in Sweden. It 
was conftruCted by order of Guftavus III, during the war in 
Finland, on a plan given by M. Edelkrantz, member of two 
Swedifliacademiesabove noticed. This telegraph, by intermediate 
ftations, communicates with the capital as well as Finland, at 
times when, from the weaknefs of the ice, a palTage over the 
gulf is impracticable. 

When a traveller is going to croft over the gulf on the ice to 
Finland, the peafants always oblige him to engage double the 
number of horfes to what he had upon his arriving at Griflehamn. 
We were forced to take no left than eight fledges, being three in 
company, and two fervants. This appears at firft fight to be an im- 
pofition on the part of the peafants; but we found, by experience, , 
that it was a ncceflary precaution. The diftauce acrofs is forty- 
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three Englifh miles, thirty of which you travel on the ice without 
touching on land. This palTagc over the frozen fca is, doubtlels, 
the moft fingular and ftriking fpectacle that a traveller from the 
South can behold. I laid my account with having a journey 
more dull and unvaried than furprifingor dangerous. I expected 
to travel forty-three miles without fight of land over a vaft and 
uniform plain, and that every fuccefiive mile would be in exact 
unifon and monotonous correfpondence with thofe I had already 
travelled ; but my aftonifliment was greatly increafed in propor- 
tion as we advanced from our ftarting-poft. The fea, at firft 
fmooth and even, became more and more rugged and unequal. 
It alTumed, as we proceeded, an undulating appearance, refem- 
bling the waves by which it had been agitated. At length we 
met with maffes of ice heaped one upon the other, and fome of 
them fcemlng as if they were fufpended in the air, while others 
V'ere raifed In the form of pyramids. On the whole they 
exhibited a pidturc of the wildeft and moft lavage confufion, 
that furprifed the eye by the novelty of its appearance. It was 
an immenfe chaos of icy ruins, prefented to view under every 
poflible form, and cmbcllilhed by fuperb ftalactites of a blue 
green colour. 

Amidft this chaos, it was not without difficulty and trouble that 
our horfes and fledges were able to find and purfue their way. It 
was neceffary to make frequent windings, and fometimes to return 
in a contrary direction, following that of afrozen wave, in order to 
avoid a collection of icy mountains that lay before us. In Ipite 
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of all our expedients for difcovering the cvcneft paths, our (lodges 
were every moment overturned to the right or the left; and fre- 
quently the legs of oi/c or other of the company, raifed perpendii- 
cularly in the air, ferved as a fignal for the whole caravan to halt. 
The inconvenience and the danger of our journey were ftill far- 
ther incrcafcd by the following circumftance. Our horfes were 
made wild and furious, both by the fight and the fmell of our 
great polices, manufaftured of the (kins ofRuflian wolves or 
bears. When any of the (ledges was overturned, the horfes be- 
longing 'to it, or to that next to it, frighted at the fight of what 
they fuppofed to be a wolf or bear rolling on the ice, would (et 
o(F at full gallop, to the great terror of both palTcnger and driver. 
The pciilant, apprehenfive of lofing his horfc in the midft of this 
de(ert, kept firm hold of the bridle, and fuffered thehorleto drag 
his body through mafifes of ice, of which fome (harp points threat- 
ened to cut him in pieces. The animal, at laft'wearied out by 
the conftancy of the man, and dKheartcned by the obftacles con- 
tinually oppo(ed to his flight, would ftop ; then we were enabled 
to get again into our fledges, but not till the driver had blind- 
folded the animal’s eyes : but one time, one of the wildeft and 
mo(t (pirited of all the horfes in our train, having taken fright,' 
completely made his efcape. The peafant who conducted him, 
unable any longer to endure the fatigue and pain of being dragged 
through the ice, let go his hold of the bridle. The horfe relieved 
from this weight, and feeling hirnfclf at perfeft liberty, redoubled 
his fpeed, and furmounted every impediment. The (ledge, which 
■ VoL. I. Bb he 
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he made to dance in the air, by alarming his fears, added new 
wings to his flight. When he had fled to a confiderablc diAance 
from us, he appeared from time to time as a dark Ipot which con- 
tinued to diminifli in the air, and at laft totally vanifhed from 
our fight. Then it was that we recognized the prudence of hav- 
ing in our party fome Ipare horfes, and we were fully fcnfible of 
the danger that mull attend a journey acrofs the gulf of Bothnia 
without fuch a precaution. The pealant, who was the owner 
of the fugitive, taking one of the fledges, went in learch of 
him, trying to find him again by following the traces of his flight. 
As for ourfelves, we made the bell of our way to the ifles of 
Aland, keeping as nearly as we could in the middle of the lame 
plain. Hill being repeatedly overturned, and always in danger of 
lofing one or other of our horfcs ; which would have occafioned 
a very ferious emban aflment. During the whole of this journey 
we did not meet with, on the ice, fo much as one man, beall, 
bird, or any living creature. Thole vail Iblitudes prelcnt a delcrt 
abandoned as it were by nature. The dead filence that reigns 
is interrupted only by the whillling of the winds againll the pro- 
minent points of ice, and Ibmetimes by the loud crackings occa- 
fioned by their being irrefillibly torn from this frozen expanle; 
pieces thus forcibly broken off are frequently blovyn to a confider- 
able dillance. Through the rents produced by thefe ruptures, 
you may fee below the watery abyft; and it is ibmetimes necef- 
fary to lay planks acrofs them, by way of bridges, for the fledges 
to pafs over. 

The 
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The only animals that inhabit thofe deferts, and find them an 
agreeable abode, are fea-calves or (eals. In the cavities of the ice 
they depofit the frUits of their love, and teach their young ones 
betimes to brave all the rigours of the rudeft fealbn. Their mo- 
thers lay them down, all naked as they are brought forth, on the 
ice; and their fathers take care to have an open hole in the ice 
near them, for a Ipeedy communication with the water. Into 
thelc they plunge with their young, the moment they feea hunter 
approach ; or at other times they defeead into them fpontaneoufly 
in learch of fiflies, for luftenance to themfclvcs and their offspring. 
The manner in which the male feals make thofe holes in the ice 
is aftonllhing : neither their teeth nor their paws have any fliare 
in this operation ; but it is performed folely by their breath. They 
are often hunted by the peafants of the ifles. When the iflanders 
difcover one of thofe animals, they take poft, with guns and ftaves, 
at feme diftance from him, behind a mafs of ice, and wait till 
the leal comes up from the water for the purpole of taking in 
his quantum of air. It Ibmetimes happens, when the froft is cx- 
Uemely keen, that the hole is frozen up almoft immediately after 
the leal makes his appearance in the atmolphere ; in which cafe 
the peafents fall on him with their fticks, before he has time 
with his breath to make a new aperture. In fuch extremities the 
animal difplays an Incredible degree of courage. With his for- 
midable teeth he bites the club with which he is aflaulted, and 
even attempts to attack the perlbns „who ftrike him ; but the 
utmoft efforts and refiftance of thefc creatures are not much 
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dreaded, on account of the flownefs of their motions, and the in- 
aptitude of their members to a folid element. 

After confiderable fatigue, and many adventures, having rc- 
frelhed our horfes about half Way on the high fea, we at length 
touched at the fmall Hland of Signillkar. This ifland prefents to' 
the view neither wood nor lawn, and is inhabited only by fome 
peanuts, and the officer of the telegraph which is ftationed here 
for keeping up a correfpondence with that of Griflehamn. It 
is one of thole little illands fcattered in this part of the gulf, 
which colledfively bear the name of Aland. The diAance 
from- Griflehamn to Signilflear, in a ftrait line, is five Swedifh 
miles, 'which are nearly equal to thirty-five Englilh; but the 
turnings we were obliged to make, in order to find out the moft 
pradlicable places, could not be lefs than ten Englilh miles more. 
All this while we were kept in anxious fufpence concerning the 
fate of our fugitive horfe,and entertained the moll uncaly appre- 
henfions that he was either loft in the immenfity of the icy defert, 
or buried perhaps in the watery abyls. We were preparing to 
continue our journey through the ifles on the ice, and had already 
put new horfes to our fledge, when wc fpied, with inexpieflible 
pleafure, the two fledges returning with the fugitive. The ani- 
mal was in the moft deplorable condition imaginable : his body 
was covered all over with fweat and foam, and was enveloped in 
a cloud of Imokc. Still wc did not dare to come near him ; the 
cxcellive fatigue of his violent courle had not abated his ferocity; 
he was as much alarmed at the fight of our polices as before ; he 
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V fnortcd, bounded, and bc%t the fnow and ice with his feet ; nor 
could the utmoft exertions of the peafants to hold him faft have 
prevented him from once more making his efcape, if we had not 
retired to fome diftance, and removed the fight and the-feent of 
our pclices. From Signillka we purfued our journey through the 
whole of the ifles of Aland. In different parts of Aland you meet 
with poft-houfes, that is to fay, with places where you may get 
horfes. You travel partly by land and partly over the ice of the 
iea. The diflance between fome of thefe iflands amounts to no 
Icfs than eight or ten miles. On the fea, the natives have ufed 
the precaution of fixing branches of trees, or putting Imall pines 
^long the whole route, for tlie guidance of travellers in the night-' 
time, or directing them how to find out tlie fight way after fall* 
of (how. . ! 

Between the two ftations of Heraldiby and Skorpas is fituated 
oh a rock the famous fortrefs of Caftclholmcn, every where en- 
compalTediby water, except on one fide, where it communicates 
with an ifland by mOans of a narrow tongue of land. This caftle is 
now in a (late of ruin, and will perhaps never be reftored. It was 
built by Bingfr Jarl,admini(lratorof Sweden, and father of king 
Weldeman. It became afterwards therefidcncc of the governors of 
Aland, and continued fotill the year 1634. During the reign of 
Eric of Pomerania, this caftfe was inhabited by a foreign lady of 
• the name of Yda. Under Eric Puke it was, in confequcnce of his 
orders, reduced by John Folkenfcn. It was given ih 1 505 by the 
regent Suanic Sturc to thd Chevalier Eric, fon to John Vala, and 
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fatherof Guftavus I. During the war between Suante Store and 
John II. king of Denmark, it was burned, but rebuilt, and ferved 
as aprifon to the unfortunate Eric XIV. in the year 1571. In 
the year 1556 it was granted, with all the ifles of Aland in fief, 
to duke John. After this, namely in 1603, it devolved to Ca- 
therine, widow of Guftavus I. In 1644 that part of the caftle, 
which was conftructed of wood was deftroyed by fire. Then 
it became the property of Qwen Ulrica Eleanors, the confort of 
Charles XI. and fince that it has been burned and rebuilt feveral 
times. 

Between the ifles of Vergata and Kumlinge we had for our 
guide a peafant of about fifty-five years of age, who aftonifhed us 
with the great freedom of his converfation, as well as the good 
fenfe of his obfervations. Very different from other ruftics,who 
never open their lips, nor difeover any (parks of curiofity about 
any thing, he made many enquiries, and with great politen^fs, 
concerning our native country, the nature of its government, its 
fituation, climate, natural produce, and feveral other fubjects ; and 
hisqueftions ftruck us as being greatly above the common under- 
ftanding of perfons in his condition of life. Being informed that 
we were from Italy, he expreffed much aftonifliment : he had 
heard, he faid, that there was a war in Italy, and that there was 
in that country a warrior who ftruck terror into all the world ; 
alluding nodoubt to Bonaparte. We afked him how many miles 
he conceived Italy to be diftant from Aland ? He (aid he could 
not tell ; but that he imagined it to be a great deal farther off 
' • than 



Digitized by Google 




TKAVELS THROUGH SWEBEN. igi 

than Denmark. When we told him that it was three hundred 
Swedhh leagues beyond Denmark, he looked at us with amaze- 
ment, and, after a (hort paufe, &id, that he could not imagine 
from what motives we could have come to his country at an ex- 
pence of fo many rix-dollars for poft-horfes. His particular amule- 
ment in converlation feemed to be to {peak ill of the clergy, whom 
he turned into ridicule with a very happy vein of humour. He 
was a great partizan of Guftavus the Third, with whom he laid 
he had converfed, and who not unlikely may have diverted hlm- 
felf with this peafant. He never quitted his favourite topic of 
abufing the clergy, but conftantly returned to it from any digref- 
fion which we had indulged. “ Guftavus III. (laid he) was a 
“ great man and a great king. StiU, however, he did not make 
“ any pretenfions to half the refpedl and veneration that are ex- 
“ a£ted by our clergy. The clergy preach humility, but arc them- 
“ lelvcs proud. Our parilh priefts enjoy good Aipends in the moft 
“ tranquil eale : and that they may be diAurbed by nothing, they 
“ hire a poor clergyman to preach a fermon for them on Sundays, 
“ while they themfelves do nothing but fit Aill on a leat, and re- 
“ ceive the homage of the pealants as they pafs by. them. This 
“ idlenels of theirs, I can aAure you, is not to be imputed to any 
“ want of capacity or knowledge : for when any queAion arifes 
“ concerning the payment of tythes, or of a portion of our hard 
“ earnings, they immediately fliew themfelves to be the mo A 
learned and acute men in the world. They are not only ready 
** reckoners, but have at their fingers ends all the laws, ordinances. 
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“ and ftatutcs of tlic kingdom.” I repeat here what was fnd by 
the pealant almoft word for wordj'as it'i'i^ray give fome Idea of the 
way of thinking on this fubje£t that prevails among that ejafs of 
people in this part of the country. What increafed our furprilc 
at this man’s intelligence was, that he had received no education, 
nor ever read any books; what he faid was merely the refiilt of 
his own obfervation. Our phllofbpher intermixed in his conver- 
fition fome meteorological oblcrvations, and predifled a very lat6 
fummer'from fome Ipots he had remarked in that great luminous 
belt which goes acrofs the heavens, and is called the Milky-way. 

Me related fome anecdotes of the laft war in Finland, and told us 
that the battle of Hogland was not (b decifive in favour of the 
Swedes as it might have been, had every thing been executed in 
due manner ; but Prince Frederic could not fend the flotilla to 
fuccour the fleet, which was fhort of ammunition. This is one 
of the moft remarkable circumftances in the whole hiftory of the 
war : and of the truth of it I was well affured afterwards by per- 
fbns who had the beft opportunities of knowing the fa£f, and 
whole veracity W'as above all doubt. The following was the fitu- 
ation of affairs ; The land army was ported at Lavifa, under the ^ 
joint command of Prince Frederic and General Toll. When the 
battle began, Prince Frederic^ knowing that the Svvcdifli fleet 
was in want of ammunition, was defirous of fending it a fupply 
by the flotilla which lay at anchor in the road of Lavifa, and i^ve 
orders to General Toll to that purpolc : but the general refuted to 
execute the prince’s intentions ; and when the latter was proceed- 
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ing to enforce obedience, the general pulled out of his pocket a 
paper in which he had been inverted privately with the cxclufive 
command of the flotilla. By this paper the prince learnt how 
little confidence was placed in him by the king. Had the Ruf- 
fians held out but one hour longer, the whole Swedilh fleet murt 
have been taken. The two fleets were equally crippled, and it 
was the retreat of the Rurtians alone that conrtitutcd the Duke of 
Sudermania the hero of that naval engagement. 



I 
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CHAPTER XU. 

# * • • 
jIn Account of tbejftes of Aland — Tlieir Situation^ Name, and Hlf~ 
tory — Paryhes aud Civil Regulations — Soil and Produce — The 
Inhabitants-, their Manners ami Cajioms— Natural Hifiory : 
^adrupeds. Birds, amphibious Animals, Fijbf}, Infects, Plants, 
and Minerals. 

rr HE iflc of Aland, with its dependent iflands, to the number 
of eighty, moft of them fmall, but inhabited, arc lituattfd 
between the gulfs of Bothnia and Finland, in latitude 59 degrees 
47 minutes, to 6ol degrees north, and longitude 36 degrees 
57 minutes, to 39 degrees and 47 minutes,* In relpect to its ex- 
tent, Aland conftitutes the fmalleft of the polTcffions belonging to 
the crown of Sweden, containing only eleven fquare Swedifti 
miles, or about fcventy-lcven Englifh, being in length about 
twenty Englifh miles, and in breadth about fixteen. 

The name of Aland feems to be derived from the ancient 
Gothic A, which fignifies water, and the word land ; fo that 
Aland together is the fame in meaning as ifland. This appears 
to be the moft natural etymology, though various writers have 

• From the meridian of Ferro. Reckoning from the meridian of London, the 
longitude would be from 19 degrees 17 minutes, to Z2 degrees 7 minutes eall. 
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indulged themfelves in conjecture, for which there is always room 
in enquiries concerning the origin of places, and the derivation of 
their names. 

Aland has been fuppofed anciently to have been governed by its 
own monarchs ; but however that may be, it is certainly known 
that fince the fourteenth century it has made part of the bilhop- 
rick and government of Abo, with the exception that in the year 
1 743, Aland and the other iflands fubmitted to Ruflia, and fwore 
allegiance to the Czarina, but were foon after reftored to Sweden 
by the treaty of Abo. Thefe iflands in former times frequently 
fuffered from the invaflons of the Ruflians, and the inhabitants 
had been forced to fly from their houfes and fertile plains. But in 
1718 a congrefs was held here for the reftoration of peace, by, 
which the enjoyment of tranquillity was fecured to them. 

Aland and the feveral ifles contain eight parifhes, each of which 
has a church. Befides thefe places of worftiip, there are ieven 
chapels. The names of the pariflics are Sund, Saltvick, Finllrom, 
Hammarfand, Jomala, Liemland, Foglo, and Kumblinge. • 

The Laplanders and Fins were undoubtedly the earlieft, inha- 
bitants of thefe iflands,- and their refidence here is plainly to be 
traced in the names of places which ftill remain, and were in all 
likelihood given by them; fuch as Lappo, Lapbole, Lapwals, 
Finby, Finftrom, Finno, Finko, and Finholm. In the parifli of 
Sund is a natural grotto formed in the fide of a mountain, about 
fix yards in length and three in breadth,and from four to five yards 
in height. During the invafion of the Ruffians in 1714 it ferved 
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as a place of concealment ; and undoubtedly, in ancient times, this 
as well as many other caves were the habitations of the aborigines 
of the iiland. 

Several lakes arc met with in thefc iflands, and but one rivulet, 
which however is fufficient to work two mills, one of which is a 
law-mill. The mountains arc numerous ; the higheft of them is 
called Ulfdubs Klint. 

Haga is a royal farm ; Kermundo or Germundo, and Soneroda, 
are ftylcd faterier, or free towns, being exempted from all 
imports, 

Aland has a judge who conftantly refides there, and likewife 
a phyfician, ; who befides acts as an apothecary when neccflity 
requires. A public (chool was ertablilhed here llnce 1639, but 
it has been fhuUup fince 1791. The revenues which the crown 
of Sweden receives from Aland and the other irtands, amount an- 
nually to nineteen thoufand nine hundred and eighty-fix rix dol- 
lars. T wo hundred and ninety-eight failors arc rcgirtcred in thefe 
iflands,. which coft the king of Sweden about five thoufand rix 
dollars yearly. 

Aland contains about three thoulaiid leven hundred and fifty 
acres of land in cultivation, which produce rye, wheat, oats and 
barley in the proportion of feven for one. The annual growth of 
wheat is about twenty-two thou^id five hundred barrels. There 
is one parilh which has no arable land, and in this relpect re- 
fcmbles Lapland. The inhabitants of this parilh employ them- 
felves in filhing, and purchafe all the corn they have occafion for 
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pf their neighbours. They catch vaft numbers of pilchards, of 
which they make great profit, it being the chief traffic of thefe 
iflands. 

It has been long in agitation to build a city in the Ifle of Aland, 
but the projeft has not hitherto been carried into execution, ow- 
ing, it is faid, to the difficulty of chufing a proper fpot for it. 

The ufual route from Sweden to Finland is from the port office 
of Grlflehamn in Upland, which is eleven and a half Swedifli 
miles, to Eckcro in Aland ; and from that place acrols the ifland 
to Abo, which is five miles more. A Swediffi mile makes be- 
tween fix and feven Engliffi miles. 

In the year 1 792, the number of inhabitants upon the ifland 
of Aland amounted to eleven thoufand two hundred and fixty, 
which is upwards of a thouland to every fquare Swedifli mile ; a 
very great number when it is confidered how mountainous the 
ifland is. The inhabitants of thefe iflands live to very great ages. 
From the year 1 692 to the prefent time, nine perfons are recorded 
to have died at the great age of one hundred years ; and perhaps 
the number had been found greater, had it been thought worth 
while to notice this particular. In 1703 there died a woman 
named Anna Berg, who was one hundred and nine years old : 
and atKumblinge, in the year 1766, another perlbnofthe fame 
lex died at an age of upwards of one hundred and twenty years. 
One fixth part of the inhabitants arc above fifty year* old ; a 
circumftance which affords a convincing proof of the healthinels 
of the, place. . , 
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The (ca which fiirrounds the iflc of Aland is.vcry feldom frozen 
and was lefs lb formerly than at the prefent time. In 1546 it 
was remarked as an extraordinary event, that in that year the lea 
was lb frozen as to be crofled on the ice. It feems, that latterly 
thefe fevere frofts happened once in ten years. The winter of 
the year 1 702 was remarkably mild, lb that barley was fown on 
the twenty-fifth of March, at which time there was plenty of 
pafture for cattle : confidering its high latitude, Aland enjoys a 
very favourable climate. 

In their manners and cuftoms the inhabitants of Aland do not 
differ greatly from the pealants of Upland. Their marriages and 
funerals are celebrated much in the fame manner. In Aland they 
ufually marry about the middle of lummer, and appear thereby 
to Ihew that they have no need to wait for the time of harveft 
to enable them to fupport a family. 

The Alanders commonly ule nourilhing food ; their bread Is 
generally made of rye, even when the crops of that kind of corn 
have proved unfavourable. Frelh filh, and filh dried or lalted, 
together with milk, butter, cheele, and flelh-meat,are their ufual 
fare. They make ule of the flelh of feals, and prepare a dilh 
called /kalkroppf, compofcd of collops of the flelh mixed up with 
flour and lard, and this they reckon excellent. In their voyages 
by lea they lay in a good ftock of provifions, and at thofe timet 
are not Iparing of meat and butter. 

The drefs of the Alanders is becoming. The men wear, in 
general, Ihort jackets, which on holidays arc commonly of blue 

cloth. 
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cloth. The young pcafants commonly wear cotton ftockings, and 
many of them have even watches. The women, when full 
dreffed, wear a petticoat and apron of camlet, cotton, or printed 
linen, and fometimes of filk. Their drefs in mourning is ge- 
nerally of black filk, with a camlet petticoat. For the moft 
part they wear caps, and feveral filk handkerchiefs over their 
necks. In their houfes they are chiefly drefled in clothing of their 
own manufadhire, of which they have a variety. The married 
women often appear with a number of gold rings upon their 
fingers, and they feem particularly fond of wearing fuch orna- 
ments ; yet filver fpoons and goblets are lefs often icen in Aland 
than amongfl the fubflantial farmers in Sweden. 

The dwellings of the peafants are very neat and convenient, 
kept in good repair, and well lighted. They are ufually built of 
wood, fir, or deal, and covered with the bark of the birch tree, 
or fhingles. Their out-houfes are moftly thatched. As they 
have no running ftreams and water-mills, fcarcely any pcafant is 
without a windmill. 

The Alanders are upon the whole an ingenious, lively, and 
courteous people ; and on the fea difplay a great degree of Ikill 
and refolution. As a. proof of the regularity of their lives, it is 
only neceflaiy to obferve, that from the year 1749 to 1793, no 
more than feven criminals were capitally convided, and within 
that fpace of time only feven murders committed ; which is in 
the proportion of one execution and one murder to one thoufand 
eight'hundrcd natural deaths: whereas in London, during the year 
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T 79 1 , out of eighteen thoufand feven hundred and fixty who died, 

thirty-feven fuffered under the hands of the executioner ; and at 

« 

Naples and in Sicily, fix hundred murders are fuppMjfed to be per- 
petrated one year with another in a population of five millions. 
From the year 1 749 to the year 1 773, there were born in Aland 
one hundred and nineteen illegitimate children; from 1774 to 
1 790, the number of tliefc was one hundred and twenty-fix ; 
which is in the proportion, for the firft twenty-five years, of one 
baftard child to eighty-three legitimate children ; and for the fol- 
lowing fixteen years, of one to fifty-three. The latter proportion, 
however, is in fome meafurc a proof of an increafe of moral de- 
pravity ; though it be trifling when compared with other places,' 
fuch as Stockholm and Abo, where one-fixth part of the children 
r born arc illegitimate; and if we take the births through Sweden 
wc fliall find the proportion to be one to forty-five. 

The people of Aland are far from being fuperlHtious ; but, for 
what reafon I know not, they arc accufed of being of a litigious 
difpofition. 

No bears or fqulrrels arc to be found in thefc iflands ; and the 
Elk, which formerly was uncommonly numerous, is now no 
longer feen in them. The animals chiefly found are wolves, 
(which are faid to crofs the fea from Finland, when it has hap- 
pened to be frozen over) foxes, martens, hares, ermines, bats, 
moles, rats, mice, &c. ; otters are but rarely met with : on th< 
coaA are found feals, &c. 

Of birds there are above a hundred different Ipecies found in 
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thcfe iflands. Amoagft the fca fowl arc the colymhus, the peli- 
can, four different forts of gulls, the didapper, the eider, and 
more than a dozen other of the tribe of ducks. 

Of amphibious animals are three fpecies of lizards, or newts, 
frogs, &c. Amongft the fifh are found falmon, trout, cod, had- 
dock, ling, perch, tench, pilchards, fprats, together with a con- 
fiderable number of other kinds. 

The infc(3s found in Aland amount to the number of betwixt 
feven and eight hundred different fpecies : among thefe we fhall 
only make mention of one, and that on account of its very de- 
ftruffive qualities. You often find trees in great number which 
have been killed by this fpecies of infe£l ; and, what is ftill more 
dilfrefling and harrafling, houfes newly built have been known to 
fall into decay and ruin in a fhort time, entirely by the devafta- 
tion of thefe pernicious animals. 

The Alanders pay no great attention to the culture of bees. 
Crawfifh are not very common in thefe iflands, and were firfl: 
brought over by the queen dowager of Guftavus the firft. 

The Flora Suecica reckons about fix hundred and eighty plants 
that are indigenous in Aland and the neighbouring ifles ; of which 
number one hundred and fifty arc cryptogamia. Moft of the 
trees common to Sweden are alfo found in Aland. Few minerals 
are to be met with here ; and the mountains are for.mcd chiefly 
of a red kind of granite. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Jirrmal in Finland at the Town of Abo^Account of this City— 
The Library — The Univerjity — Admiral He ding — Farther Par- 
ticulars of the L^own oj Abo\ its Situation, Streets, Buildings— 
The Cathedral — The Building of the Academy — The Harbour— 
The Inhabitants of Abo — Their Trade and Commerce — The 
Cajile, called Abo-hus. 

In our way to Abo we palTed near the caftle named Abo-hus, 
iituated at the mouth of the river Aura, upon a cape or point of 
land, bounded by the water on three fidcs.* The governor and 
birtiop, who generally refide at Abo, happened to be abfent when 
■we arrived ; but we had the good fortune to be introduced to 
Admiral Heding, who received us with great politenefs, and 
• See adefciiption of it, page 214. 
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engaged us to pafs the greatert: part of the two days we remained 
at Abo in his houfe. The admiral lives clofe to the caftle. 

We lodged at Seifie.rs, the fign of the Victory, where our en- 
tertainment was as bad as poflible ; but we were obliged to put 
up with it, as there was no other houfe of the fame kind in 
the place. 

The library is the only thing in the town worthy the travel- 
ler’s notice, though it is of no great confequence. Among other 
curiofities they (hewed me a prayer-book printed by a peafant 
with wooden tablets, upon which he had cut the letters. In the 
fame library there is a tolerably complete collection of Swedilh 
medals, ancient as well as modern. The number of (ludents at 
the univerfity amounts to about three hundred. There is but one. 
printing prefs in the town, and only two bookfcllers, (hops, 

Their fchool of anatomy is in confiderablc repute : it is not 
likely to want fubjects for diflection, (ince, by a particular regula- 
tion, all fuch perfons as hold lands or penfions from the crown 
are bound to leave their bodies to be diffected at the anatomical 
theatre. If the fame law had been extended to phyficians. and 
furgeons, it would not have appeared lefs national. I made ac- 
quaintance with profe(lbr Poithaan, who (hewed us every thing 
of any value in the library, and with great politenefs gave us all 
the information in his power refpectihg our route through Fin- 
land. He al(o made us a prefent of fnme diiTertations he had 
written on different fubjects concerning that country. 

Mr. Franqcu gave me a precious Ipecimen of national poetry, 

confiding 
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confining of a little fong compofed by a peafaiit girl, the lervaiit 
of a clergyman, who met with a difappoiiitment in an aflignation 
with her lover. I lhall prefent the reader with this piece in 
another place, when I come to fpeak of the genius of the Fin- 
landers for poetry. s' 

Admiral Heding is one of the mod diftinguilhed men in Swe- 
den for talents, in the department of the marine. Ilis prefent 
majefty docs not feem to make a proper eftimate of his merit, 
perhaps on account of the attachment he Ihewed to the Duke of 
Sudermania, during his late regency. The admiral’s convcrliition 
is infinitely interefting, accompanied however with a dry frank- 
nefs of manner, which on different occafions has been of preju- 
dice to him at court. He is known in Sweden for his perfonal 
courage, for his talents, for his lively repartees and bon mots. He 
has ferved in the French, Englifh, and Spanifh fleets, and fpeaks 
all thofe languages with equal fluency, befldes the Swedifh and 
German; the laft is his native, tongue. Guftavus III. entertained 
the higheft opinion of his character, and in confideration of his 
eminent accomplilhments could forgive the franknefs of his con- 
yerfation, and even his bon trials, though Ibmetimes they were a 
little tpo highly, feafpned for the palate of a king. In the affair of 
\Viburg, whenGuflavusIUffered himfelfto be blocked up. Admiral 
Heding’s frigate, called /« Folk, not being there, he told the kino- 
that he thought he fhould henceforth name her la Sage ; and when 
his majefty demanded hisreafoii — “ becaufe,” faid he, “ ftie was 
“ too wife to get into the lame ferape with the reft of the fleet in 
the gulf of Wiburg.’’ The 
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The city of Abo is a Stapelltad,* and belongs to the Lane ; f 
that is to fay, the government and dioctfe of Abo. It is fituated 
in 6o degrees lo minutes north latitude, upon a promontory 
formed by the gulfs of Finland and Bothnia. It is forty-One 
Swedifh miles from Stockholm, feventcen from Bjorneborg, forty- 
one from Wafa, fixteen from Tavaftehus, and twenty-two from 
Helfmfors. It ftands on the fide of the river Aurajocki, and is 
enclofed on all fides by hills, being itfelf in rather a low fituation. 
The river Aurajocki, near the town, is from about fixty to a 
hundred yards broad ; its waters are muddy and unfit for culinary 
purpofes. The town, four thoufand nine hundred and fortyyards 
in length by two thoufand four hundred and fifty in breadth, is 
divided into five quarters, three of which are fituated fbuth-eaft 
from the river, and two to the north weft, being joined by the 
communication of a wooden bridge. There are three open places 
or fquares in the town, namely, the great fquare, which is fur- 
rounded by different public and private buildings all of ftonc ; 
the new fquare, enclofed by wooden houfes, among which is a 
fort of magazine, containing materials for town buildings; the 
other buildings arc chiefly butchers’ ftiops ; and laftly, church- 
place : contiguous to this is the academy. The ftreets and lanes 
in Abo together amount to one hundred and two : the number 

^ 1 j 

• In Swollen the towns are dividal into StapcUI.'ule^ which have permifTion to 
trade with foreigners; Upftadcr, whicli have no fuch permiflion; and Bcrgftader, 
which are fituated on the mountains. 

+ The Swedifh provinces are divided into lanes or governments, which are 
under their rcfpcctive governors. 
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of houfes, including thofc that wexe building, is upwards of one 
thoufand one hundred ; which in 1 780 contained two thoufand 
and forty-eight families. There arc no fewer than five cuftom- 
houfes in this city. 

The cathedral church of St. Henry is covered with wood in 
thin plates, or (hinglcs, laid one over the other. In length it is 
one hundred and fifty yards by fixty-threc and a half in breadth, 
and feventy-five in height. It is the only church in Abo, and is 
equally appropriated for the purpofe of public worlhip according 
to the Finlandilh and the Swedifh rituals. The Swedilh congre- 
gation begin their fervice at fix o’clock in the morning, that of 
the Finlanders at nine. The tower is covered with a copper roof, 
and furniflied with a clock, which is expofed, like all objefts 
that are railed high in the air, to be ftnick with lightning: this 
accident having befallen it on different occafions, it is now pro- 
tedled by a conduftor. 

The academy, confifling of two ftories, is built of Hone, with 
three auditories, and a chamber for the academical confiftory. 
Hard by is afaloon for gymnafl:iccxerciles,and over it two apart- 
ments for the library. The cathedral fchool is not eflentially dif- 
ferent from other fchools, as the bufinels of education there is the 
lame with what you find in every town, namely, a little Latin 
and Hebrew. The honourable appellation of cathedral is given 
to it merely becaufe it happens to be at a place which is the re- 
fidence of a bifliop. The chemical laboratory and the dilTecting- 
room are included in the fame building ; one in the firll, and the 
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Other in the fecond ftory. The cathedral occupies the centre 
of thofc public buildings. 

The feat of the courts of juftice, the houfe of the prefident, 
the cuftom-houlc, the cxcife office, the town-hall, that of the 
council, the repofitory of the water-engines, and the houfe of 
the governor, are built of ftone : all the reft are conftrufled of 
wood. 

Near Beckholmen, about three Englilh miles from Abo to the 
fouth weft, is a fmall but fafe harbour, by its depth of water 
capable of receiving the largeft fhipping of the town, with every 
convenience for loading and unloading. The fmaller veftcls, 
which draw only about eight or ten feet water, may proceed 
almoft to the bridge. 

The moft ancient privileges of the city are loft ; fuch as ftill 
remain are dated from the time of John the third, 1569. 

To the royal tribunal refident here belong the governments of 
' Abo, Tavaftehus, and Heinola ; it confifts of three jurifdictious, 
twelve territorial judges, and ten other magiftrates. 

The governor of Abo, of Bijorneborg, and of' Aland, as well 
as the bifhop of Abo generally live in this city. 

Guftavus Adolphus, in the year 1626, eftabliftied a g)'mnafium 
for the ule of the town. It was afterwards, in the year 1660, 
converted by Queen Chriftina into an academy or univerfity, and 
Ihe appointed the bilhopof the diocefc fub-chancellor. The aca- 
demies of Sweden, as has been mentioned before, have chancelr 
lors, I'ub-chanccllors, and pretors. The profelTors in chemiftry, 

anatomy. 
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anatomy, natural hiftory and economics, have been more recently 
appointed, for they did not belong to the original inftitution. The 
one laft mentioned was fubftituted in the room of profelTor in 

poetry, which it was thought proper to unite with the profeflion 

* 

of eloquence. This exchange of poetry, or poetical criticifm, for 
economics, is no unplcatlng charafteriftic of the prefent age, and 
a proof of the good fenfc of the Swedes, and progrels of real know- 
ledge in that country. The number of ftudents, upon an average, 
amounts to about five hundred and fifty, abfentees included. 

The library owed its firft exlftencc to the liberality of Q^een 
Chriftina ; it was afterwards greatly augmented by a donation 
from the late General Stalhoudlke, and alfo by that of fome in- 
dividuals, among whom arc particularly dlftlnguifticd Aichcn- 
holk, counfcllor of ftatc,who beftowed upon it a very confidera- 
ble collection of books, manuferipts, ancient coins, &c. The 
lame kind of liberality was fliown by bithop (afterwards arch- 
bithop) Menander, who prefented the univerfity with a large 
quantity of rare books, manuferipts, and fome relics of antiquity. 
The number of books in the library at prefent exceeds ten thou- 
fand volutpes, and its annual fund for new purchafes is about one 
hundred and fifty rix dollars or crowns. 

The government of the town is placed in the hands of two 
burgomafters (or mayors), the oncofjuftlce, the other of police, 
and fix fenators (or aldermen). Befide the court of the palace, 
and the inferior municipal jurifdiAions, there are a ftamp-office, 
an cxcifc-office, a poft-officc, &:c. 

Ee 2 The 
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The citizens are divided into three clafTes or focieties, viz. of 
merchants, common tradefmen, and Finland burgefles. They 
are formed into train-bands, or a kind of militia, confifting of 
three companies of foot, of each about fixty orfeventy men, which 
are placed under the command of an officer called the town- 
major. The city-guard is a ffioall body of men (about thirty-five), 
who perform the common duties of watchmen, for the lecurity- 
and quiet of the inhabitants. The town has three water-engines, 
and, ill addition to thefe, the cathedral and academy have fix. 

Here alfo is an hofpital, where upwards, of forty perfons can be 
accommodated. The lazaretto is intended for tlw fick that belong 
to the government of Abo exclufively. The Magdalen hofpital is 
a charitable inAitution upon a fmall Icale ; it has only an annual 
fund of three hundred rix dollars. 

This city carries on a confiderable trade, both foreign and 
domeftic. In the year 1761, its export trade employed nineteen 
fhips,* of which fourteen belonged wholly to the inhabitants 
of Abo, Their deAination was to Peterfburg, Fredericfklhamn, 
Wiburg, Revel, Riga, and Pernau; and their cargoes confiAed of 
fait, tiles, iron, and nails, copper, pitch, tar, pots, and deals, to the 
amount of three thouAnd one hundred and twenty-two rix 
dollars thirty-two (killings. They likewile exported to Cadiz, 
Genoa, Lilbon, St. Ube’s, Bourdeaux, and Amfterdam, iron, tar, 

Mr. Peuchet, in hii DiAionary of Commerce under the word Abo, fays, “ that 
•• the fliips with which this town carries on its trade are without decks a very 
uoaccountable miRake. 
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pitch, deals, joifts. See. to the annual amount of feven thoufand 
one hundred and cighty-feven rix dollars feven Ikillings. The 
fame year there arrived at Abo fixteenfhips, nine of which be- 
longed to the citizens of the fame place, and the whole value of 
imports from abroad amounted to one hundred and four thoufand 
nine hundred lixty-feven rix dollars and fixteen (killings. The 
articles imported were, two hundred and three thoufand one hun- 
dred and forty-three pounds of tobacco, twenty-one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty-three pounds of coffee, ninety-feven calks 
of wine, one hundred and feventy-nine thoufand and forty-fix 
pounds of raw fugar, eighteen thoufand three hundred and fix 
and a half barrels of fait, fix thou^nd four hundred fifty-feven 
barrels of rye and wheat, four thoufand eight hundred and twenty 
hundred weight of hemp, a quantity of fpicerics, drugs, &c. 
amounting in all to eighteen thoufand one hundred and twenty- 
two rix dollars. 

Abo has various manufadories : two of tobacco, one of fugar, 
three of filk-ribbauds, two of cloth and fuftian, one of fail-cloth, 
fix tan-works, fix of tile-kilns, two watch and clock manufac- 
tories, one paper-mill. The plantations of tobacco arc an objeft 
of very great confcquencc; they produce not lefs than one hun- 
dred and fifty-two thoufand hundred weight annually. 

In the year 1761, the revenue arifing to the cr^n from this 
city amounted to four thoufand fix hundred and feventy-five rix 
dollars. The number of its inhabitants in the year 1791 was 
eight thoufand five hundred and four. 
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The town had been anciently built on a fpot fituated a quar- 
ter of a mile diftant from where it now ftands : it dates its origin 
from the introdudlion of chriftianity into this country. After be- 
ing nearly confumed by fire, it was rebuilt, and put under better 
rcgulations,by the care and attention of Peter Brake, Rikfdrots and 
governor-general of Finland, about the middle of the feventeenth 
century. There was formerly a mint at Abo. In the time of 
popery this town had two monafteries within its precinfls. From 
the year 17 14 until lyti, Abo remained under the dominion of 
t)ie Ruflians,from whom it experienced the moft cruel treatment. 
In the year 1.743, at the conclufion of peace between Ruffiaand 
Sweden, this city was finally delivered from the feverities and 
dangers to which it had been expofed. 

The caftlc, in th^ language of the country called Abo-hus or 
Abo-flot, is fituated at the mouth of the river Aura, ujxin a cape 
bounded on three fides by the water : this is one of the moft an- 
cient fortrefles of the country. It was well fortified under the 
kings, Albrecht, Charles VIII, Knutfon, and Guftavus Vafa. Be- 
fidcs four towers, which were deftined to oppofe the approach of 
an enemy to the harbour, it had on the fouth fide a high wall 
with a triple rampart of earth, and a double ditch. A new build- 
ing has been added to the old ftrufture, but in a dilFcrent ftylc of 
matbnry. -bus was the rcfidence of Duke John, and the 
prifon of King Eric XIV. in the fixteenth century. The old 
cafUe, which contains a church and a confiderable arfenal, is con- 
ftruiftcd of brick walls extremely folid, and furrounded by fmall 
. earthen 
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earthen ramparts, erected in the year 1 730. It has been feveral 
times deftroyed in time of war by the enemy, and at other times 
it has fufFered from fire. Two companies of marines are at pre- 
fent quartered in the cafllc. The other apartments are partly em- 
ployed as magazines for corn and gunpowder, and partly ferve 
as a prifoa for ftate offenders. * 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

t 

Departure from Abo — Difficulty of Travelling without a fufficient 
^antity oj Snow — TroA of Country between Abo and Terven- 
kyle — Condition of the Peafantry : their Mode of Life^ Drefs, and 
domefic Conforts — Meet with an old Minflrel — Contrivance of 
putting a Sledge on IVheels — Defcription of an Aurora Borealis — 
Reach Yervenkyle — Account of this Hamlet — Catarail near Ter- 
venkyle : Appearance of it in Winter — Little Birds ( Turdus 
Ctnhlus, Linn.) near the Catara&s in Winter — Dexterity of the 
P enfant s in Shooting — The Dwelling of a P enfant defer ibed, and 
reprefented by a Drawing. 

"W E quitted Abo the 20th of March to continue our travels 
towards the North. In order to be free for the future from 
the trouble of changing our baggage at every ftage, we had pro- 
vided ourfelves with fledges of our own. We purchaled them at 
Abo, and they were of the lame defcription as thole which the 
peafantry made ule of. The winter had been extremely levere ; 
but there had not fallen a great quantity of liiow in comparilbn 
of former years. A March fun, and Ibme days of thaw, had 
made it difappear entirely in many places. The fledge was often 
fuddenly ftopt, and the poor horfe made repeated efforts, without 
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effect, to drag it over the naked and fandyfoil, which funk under 
his feet with a fort of difagreeable crackling noife. We were 
every moment obliged to leave the fledge, and walk on foot till 
we came to ground covered with fnow, or to a frozen lake or 
river. This rhode of travelling at laft became extremely tirefomc, 
but having no alternative, we endeavoured to fubmit to it cheer- 
fully. In many places the fnow had been melted on the middle 
of the road, but ftill remained on the fides and at the edge of the 
ditches. In thole fituations not unfrcquently the love of cafe in- 
duced us to try the expedient of rilking the fledge on the edge of 
the ditch, which conftantly gave way, and our indolence availed 
us nothing. The horlc was unable to keep in the precife line, 
and conftantly drawing to one fide or to the other, we were every 
now and then overturned in the ditch, and plunged over the ears 
in the fnow. 

This fpecies of fledge, being extremely narrow, is very eafily 
overturned; but as it is at the fame time very low, the fall is ac- 
companied with no manner of danger, and when the road is in 
a proper ftate it goes very fteadily and fafely ; but when the fun 
has begun to melt the fnow, and this partial thaw, as often hap- 
pens, is fucceeded by a frefh attack of the froft, then there is 
formed on the declivities of the road a poliflied mirror of ice, 
which occafions much trouble and difficulty to the traveller. The 
fledge in defeending never keeps in a diredt line, but is hitched 
out of its proper direftion by the fmalleft accident : when turned 
fideways, it flips all at once out of the road, and is overturned 
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either into the ditch or againft a tree, and fometimes twifts the 
horfe, and throws him down along with it. We were often 
obliged to get out of the fledge, but our boots being too flippery 
to fupport us on an inclined plane of fmooth ice, we were reduced 
to the neceflity of fitting down, and of Aiding gently to the bot- 
tom of the dclccnt. 

In tlie whole way from Abo to Yervenkyle the traveller finds 
nothing fufficiently interefting to merit a place in his jovjrnal. 
The country is in a great meafure flat, and it is not till he is about 
a mile from Yervenkyle that it begins to become fomewhatmoun- 
tainous, without however prefenting him with any remarkable 
profpeft. 

The houfes of the peafants are well built, and the ftranger finds 
every where lodging and beds ; and he may be tolerably accom- 
modated, if he have the precaution to carry fome conveniences 
along with him. You are received with great hofpitality ; the 
peafant furnifhes you with whatever he has got to cat, though, 
in general, he can only offer you frefh and curdled milk, fait 
herrings, and perliaps, as before-mentioned, a little fait meat. 
In comparifbn with thofe who travel among them they are poor, 
but in relation to themfelves they are rich, fince they are fup- 
plied with every thing that conflitutes, in their opinion, good 
living. If they have more money than they have immediate ufe 
for, they lay it up for fome unforefecn emergency, or convert it 
into a vafe, or fome other domeftic utenfil. You muft not be 
furprifed in Finland, if in a fmall wooden houfe, where you can 
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get nothing but herrings and milk, they (hould bring you water 
In a filver vefTel of the value of fifty or fixty rix-dollars. The 
women are warmly clad ; above their clothes they wear a linen 
fliift, which gives them the air of being in a fort of undrefs, and 
produces an odd though not difagreeablc fancy. The infide of the 
houfe is always warm, and indeed too much fo for one who 
comes out of the external air, and is not accuftomed to that tem- 
perature. The peafants remain in the houfe conftantly in their 
Ihirt fleeves, without a coat, and with but a fingle waiftcoat ; they 
frequently go abroad in the fame drels, without dread either of 
rheumatifm or fever. We fhall fee the rcafon of this when we 
come to fpeak of their baths. The Finlanders, who accompany 
travellers behind their fledges, are generally drefled in a kind of 
fliort ebat made of a calPs-fkin, or in a woollen fliirt, faflened 
round the middle with a girdle. They pull over their boots 
coarfo woollen ftockings, which have the double advantage of 
keeping them warm, and preventing them from flipping on the 
ice. 

The interior of the peafant’s houfe prefents a pi£ture of con- 
flderable intereft. The women are occupied in teafiug or fpinning 
wool for their clothing, the men in cutting faggots, making nets, 
and mending or conftrufting their fledges. 

We met at Mamola with a blind old man, having his fiddle 
under his arm, furrounded by a crowd of boys and girls. There 
was fomething relpeftable in his appearance; his forehead was 
bald, a long beard defeended from his chin, white as fnow, and 
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covered his breaft. He had the look of thole bards who are de- 
feribed with fo much enthufiafm iii the hiftory of the North, not 
one of whom probably was equal to this poor man in fcience or 
intelligence. His audience were not gathered round him for 
nothing ; he fang verfes, and related to them tales and anecdotes; 
but our prefence broke in upon the filence and tranquillity of the 
alTembly; every body withdrew; children are children in all 
countries. The fight of ftrangers was fuch a novelty, that, for- 
getting the bard, they began to mock at our figure, and to laugh 
in our faces, while the poor mendicant finilhed by aiking us, in 
bad Swedilh, fome halfpence or Ikillings in charity. 

Night was approaching, and we were extremely fatigued with 
our amphibious mode of travelling, half on foot and half in the 
fledge. In this emergency I had a ftrong proof of the utility of 
an invention which I was Ihewn in the model repofitory at Stock- 
holm: it was a fledge, with four wheels fufpended from its fides, 
which by means of a fpring could be placed under the fledge, and 
raife it from the ground ; and thus in a moment convert the 
fledge into a fpecies of wheel carriage. 

On the 30th of March, towards midnight, we were ftill upon 
the road, fuffering from a cold of 13 degrees of Celfius, when an 
aurora borealis prefented us with a magnificent fpcctacle, which 
ferved to relieve the irkfome monotony of our journey. The 
heavens began to appear illuminated in the quarter of the north; 
prefently it aflumed a bright ruby colour, fuch as we have on a 
fine evening in Italy with the fetting fun, when, as Virgil fays, 
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and as experience has often proved, a lively red as the fun goes 
down prognofticates fine weather for to-morrow. This pheno- 
menon had juft fixed our attention, when behold a luminous arch 
rofc over the pole. This was accompanied by various other light 
and fleeting arches, which Ihifted from place to place every in- 
ftant: they were bounded here and there by vivid flames and 
torches, which iftiicd in rapid fucceflion from the Ikies, commu- 
nicating fire to the clouds in their vicinity, tinging their gilded 
edges, and exhibiting a picture highly interefting to us unaccuf- 
tomed as vve were to fuch appearances. • 

At length we had the good fortune to reach Yervenkyle, a finall 
diftricl which belongs to the univerfity of Abo, and which is let 
fo a very obliging peafant. This man gave us a bed-chamber, 
accommodated us as well as he could, and contrived, by his great 
hofjjitality, to render three da)'S needfary repofc very agreeable. 
Some detail on this Ample and retired manfion, ftanding at a 
fmall diftance from a beautiful cafeade (a fituation which affiirdcd 
us much interefting amufement, both as painters and fportfmen), 
will not be difagreeable to my curious readers, who may be dc- 
firous to know rather minutely the particulars of this part of 
Finland. 

Yervenkyle is a fmall village coufifting of three or four families, 
and fituated upon a lake. During the winter feafon people do 
not pafs through this place on their way to Wafa. Our motive 
in coming here was to enjoy a little reft, as well as to have a view 
of a fine cafeade of very confiderablc magnitude, wliich is at the 
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diftatjce of a quarter of a league from the village. We had been 
extremely anxious to fee a cataraft in winter, and that of Yerven- 
kyle did not difappoint our expedtations. 

It is formed by the river Kyro, which, ilTuing from a lake of 
the fame name, precipitates itfelf through fome fteep and rugged 
rocks, and falls, fo far as I could guefs, from a height of about 
feventy yards. The water dafliing from rock to rock, boils and 
foams till it reaches the bottom, where it purfues a more tranquil 
courfe, and after making a large circuit lofes itfelf again between 
mountainous banks, which are covered with fir trees. That we 
might have a more commanding view of the pidlurc, we took our 
ftation on a high ground, from which we had a diftant profpe£t 
of a large trad of country of a varied furfacc and almoft wholly 
covered with woods of firs, the pleafing verdure of which acquir- 
ing additional luftre from the folar rays, formed an agreeable coii- 
traft with the fnow and mafles of ice hanging from the margin 
over the cafeade. 

The fall prefented us with one of thole appearances which we 
defired much to fee, as being peculiar to the regions of the North, 
and which are never to be met with in Italy. The water, throw- 
ing itfelf amidft enormous mafles of ice which here and there have 
the afpedl of gloomy vaults, fringed with curious cryftallizations, 
and the cold being of fuch rigour as almofl: to freeze the agitated 
waves and vapours in the air, had formed gradually two bridges of 
ice acrofs the cafeade of fuch Iblidity and ftrength, that men 
pafled over them in perfeft fecurity. The waves, raging and 
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foaming below with a vaft uoife, were in a ftate of fuch violent 
motion as to Ipout water now and then on the top of the bridge; 
a circumftance which rendered its furface fo exceedingly flippcry, 
that the pealants were obliged to pafs it creeping on their hands 
and knees. 

We repeatedly vilited thispicturefquc cafeade, and took feveral 
drawings of it in ditferent points of view. We always performed 
this walk with guns in our hands, in cafe we Ihould fall in with 
a hare, a fox, or a wolf, whofe numerous tracks we met with in 
the woods. We fought them a whole day in the heart of the 
foreft with a hope, and not without fome little fear, of finding 
thefe ferocious animals ; but were continually and perhaps happily 
dilappointed. We difeovered every where marks of their ravages, 
fuch as the remains of animal carcafes, but never got fight of 
either. The probable caufe of our being dilappointed in not find- 
inggame arofe from the neceffity we were under to fcarch without 
a dog. Not one was to be found in the village nor in the whole 
neighbourhood of Yervenkyle, which, according to the report of 
our landlord, was owing to the wolves letting upon them at the 
very doors, and even in the houfes themfelves of the inhabitants. 
Being unable therefore to find either hare, fox, or wolf, we were 
forced to take up with fmaller game, and divert ourlclves by kill- 
ing thole little birds which in the North always fly during winter 
near the cataract, and which I never law in Italy. This Ipecies 
is named by Linnseus turdus c 'm£lus. 

Some peafants who dwelt at a mill on the contrary fide of the 
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bridge, made themfelves extremely merry at our folly in fpendiiig 
powder and lead on birds which in their minds were of little or 
no value. But as they remarked our lerious air and feeming dif- 
appointment at miffing them, they began to imagine that they 
might oblige us by killing fome on their fide, and bringing them 
to us. Prefcntly we law one of them fetch out his gun, and, 
after firing his ffiot, creep over the bridge to prefeut us with 
one of thofe birds. I thanked him, but oblerving that the bird 
wanted the head, I made him underftand that this circumllance 
rendered it not dcfirable to me, and that I wifhed to have it en- 
tire. I examined his gun, which I found had an old rifle-barrel, 
but of a very fmall bore, and that it was with a ball he had killed 
the bird. I then ffiewed him the fmall Ihot, and made figns to 
him that he Ihould charge his piece with this. The honeft pea- 
lant was not a little aftoniffied at the fight of my fmall lead, which 
probably he had never feen before. He declined my offer, and 
loaded as ufual with ball, but intimated to me that he would 
bring me another bird with its head. My friend departed, fired 
his piece, and brought me a bird of the fame fpecies, which, that 
he might have it as entire as poffible, he had but (lightly grazed 
under the throat. I was much furprized at the precifion of his 
aim, but was afterwards alfured that all the pealants (hoot with 
thofe rifle- guns, and that they hardly ever mifs their mark ; 
that they fend quantities of water quails and other birds killed in 
this manner to Stockholm; and that they prefer this kind of 
fowling-piece to any other on account of its narrow bore, which 
' is 
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is found to carry to a confidcrable diftance, and to require but a 
very fmall charge. 

Before taking leave of Yervenkyle we wilhed to be made ac- 
quainted with the economy of our hoft, and to afle him (bme 
queftions relpefling the expcncesof his family, and the price of 
provifions in this part of Finla<^. Wood cofts but the trouble 
of cutting it down and tranfporting it. The wages of day labourers 
are high, being from twelve to fixtecn ikillings. Our honeft 
peafant had the appearance of being very much at his cafe. What 
pleafure it is to fee a happy peafantryl He had fix cows, which 
had produced him as many calves, and eight goats. The fmall 
twigs of the birch tree, which the goats feed on in winter, give a 
delicious odour to the place in which they are kept. He had be- 
fides eight lambs and three horfes. The cows afford him a pail of 
milk each day. A cow is fold for five or fix rix dollars, a calf for 
two, a goat for one, a roebuck only cofts fixteen Ikillings. Wheat 
does not thrive here, rye is five rix dollars and a half the barrel. 
We alked him if he had ever eaten bread made of the bark of a 
tree, or if he had ever been obliged to feed his cows with their 
own dung, mixed and (ealbned with a little fait, meal and ftraw; 
but he had been fortunate enough not to have experienced any of 
thefe hardlhips. The Darlicarlians, however, have been reduced 
to fuch extremities on different occafions. 

The farmftead of this good and happy man confifted of the 
houfe, which he hitnfelf occupied with his family. To the right 
of this there was a fmall building, exprelsly allotted to ftrangers, 
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in which we lodged ; to the left were places for cattle. In Ipeak- 
ing of the dwelling of a Finnifh pealant, I think I lhall gratify the 
reader by the annexed engraving, reprefenting the infide of the 
houfe, where, at the fame time, a Icene of domefticamufement is 
exhibited, which is not unfrequent among the Finnilh pealantry. 
One of the men is playing on ihe^national inflrument of Finland, 
called the harpu (which will be deferibed more particularly here- 
after) while two other men, being feated oppofite each other, and 
having their hands' locked together, accompany the inftrument 
■with their fong and the motion of their bodies, raifing each 
other alternately from their feats. The other part of the company 
enjoy the Icene as Ipeftators. 

The fimple accommodation, cale and contentment of this bof- 
pitable Finlander forms a llriking contraft to the exceflive luxury 
of the great in Europe. It feems impoffible to behold the agri- 
cultural Hate of life without feeling attachment to it ; and though 
I am not infenfible to the pleafures and bldlings which luxurious 
ages produce, yet when refinements in fociety ^ve rile to fuch fc- 
verilh and pernicious defires, as induce great landed proprietors to 
fly from the country to overgrown cities, and forfeit their in- 
fluence, independence, andeftates, for worthlels .pageantry and 
frivolous baubles ; and when by folly lels exculable than Efau’s, 
they involve in their ruin thoulands of induftrious members of 
Ibciety, we unavoidably overlook many cares and anxieties which 
mull attend tliis artlefs feene of life, and forget the^[exquifitc 
enjoyments of polilhed focieties. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Departure fromTervenkyle — Progrefs through a large Forefl — Dan- 
ger to be apprehended from Wolves — Vejliges of a Conflagration 
in the Wood — Frequency of thefe Conflagrations, and the Caufes 
thereof — Devaflation occafioned among the ‘Frees of the For eft by 
Storms — Road through the Fore ft ; its Inconveniencies — Pajfage 
over tlse Ice ; the Fears and Alarm with which it is attended— 
The generous Simplicity of fome Peafants who Jerved as Guides! 

On leaving the village of Yervenkyle, we came upon a wood 
or foreft, famous in Finland for its fize, and particularly its 
vaft length, which is about eighty Englilh miles. We had to 
traverfe it in its full extent, and I was inclined to compole my- 
felf to lleep the whole way, in order to elude the irkfomenefs of 
a road that promifed fo little variety, and that I might make 
a proper ufe of the fallen gloom cauled by the thicknels of 
the trees. Befides, I was confident that neither robbers nor 
hearts of prey would interrupt my repofe ; the firft being un- 
known in the country, and the fecond rarely fo prerted with 
hunger as to become bold enough to fetupon travellers. The only 
wild hearts to be dreaded in this wood are the wolves, which 
even when ftarving will not venture to attack a man, though they 
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may not (pare his horfe. But it (bmetimes happens that the 
wolves, ill the anguilh of famine, flock together, lofe their ufual 
timidity, and from the confidence of aflfociation become fo intre- 
pid as to fct upon the horfes yoked to fledges. In fuch an attack 
it is extremely dangerous to be overturned and left upon the road 
by the horfe : he naturally takes fright, and (bmetimes makes his 
cfcape ; then the wolves perceiving the traveller dcfencelels upon 
the ground, fall upon and devour him. Thefe accidents, how- 
ever, are not at all to be apprehended by a numerous party like 
our’s, as the wolves keep at a diflance, and fly at the noi(e of 
fledges and the voices of feveral people. We faw abundance of 
their tracks every where on our route, but we did not perceive a 
(ingle wolf, nor any ravenous animal except foxes, which u(ed 
to look us (leadily in the face for a moment, while we amufed 
ourfelvcs by whiftling after them. 

The dreary filence and ohfeurity of a thick wood, whole 
branches forming a vaulted roof, cut off” the traveller from a view 
* of tlie (kies, and admit only faint and dubious rays of light, is 
always an impaling objefl; to the imagination ; the awful innprel- 
(ion the mind experiences under this majeftic gloom, this difmal 
folitude, this defertion of nature, is not be deferibed. The tem- 
perature of the air is much milder in the interior of this wood 
than the exteriuil atmofphere ; a difference which is extremely 
perceptible to one who like us enters the wood after traverfing a 
lake or open plain. The only noife the traveller hears in this 
fbreft is the burfting of the bark of the trees, from the effeft of 
the frofl, which produces a loud but dull found. 
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This journey was by no means fo unintereftlng as I had ex- 
pefted it would be. Partial fires, conflagrations and tempefts had 
committed frightful ravages in the bofom of this foreft, which 
prefented us here and there with exhibitions highly furprifing and 
impreflive. Every body has heard of the conflagrations fo fre- 
quent in Sweden, and in the countries of the North in general. 
Entire mountains and trafts of leveral miles covered with woods, 
are liable to be devoured by flames. Much has been faid and 
written in order to explain the origin of thofe fires. Some have 
attributed them to the rays of the fun, which continue fo long 
above the horizon : but this is fabulous and unworthy of ferious 
attention. The prefence of the fun never produced fuch an efFedt, 
and the lefs lb in Sweden and Finland, where the heat of the folar 
rays never riles above fifty or fixty degrees of Celfius, w'hich is far 
below the power neceflary to produce a conflagration. It has been 
inconteftibly proved by a feries of obfervations, that between the 
greateft fummer’s heat and the fevereft winter’s cold known, 
there is only one thirty-fecond of difference.* 

There are two Ipccial caufes of thofe conflagrations. The firft 
is fimple and accidental, and arifes from the careleffnefs of the 
pealants, who travel fmoaking their pipes through this wood, 
where a {park falling upon withered leaves or plants, with the 
afliflance of a little wind, cannot fail to excite fire and even flame. 
This is not all ; the peafants frequently make a fire in the wood, 
either to warm tbcmfelves or to cook their vidtuals, and are often 

* Lcttra fur I'Origine do Science$, die. par M. BaiUie, p. 39a. 
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too negligent to extinguifh it entirely. The fecond caufe we may 
trace to the political conftitution and laws of the country : gene- 
rally fpeaking, it is in the crown forefts that thofe conflagrations 
take place. In many diftrifls the peafants obtain their wood 
from the king's forefls, and pay for it a certain tax. There are 
precife limits within which they are permitted to cut, and they 
are liable to be punifhed with a fine, if they arc found to proceed 
in their operations beyond the fixed boundaries: but if a fire 
happens to break out in any part of a foreft belonging to the 
crown, the peafantry of that diftrift have a right to cut down 
and carry home fuch trees as have been injured by the burning. 
Thus the peafants who are in want of wood, and have too fmall 
a fliare in the foreft for the fupply of their demands, are prompted 
from an intcrefted motive to fet fire to it in their own neighbour- 
hood, being entitled to appropriate whatever trees have l>een 
touched by the flames, which are generally in fuch abundance as 
to ftock a houfekeeper with wood for four, or perhaps fix years, 
according to the magnitude of the ravages which the foreft has 
fufTered. It would appear that the government, if it were aware 
of the circumftance, might effectually check thefe unlawful afls ; 
not fb effectually by inflicting heavy punifhments, as by ordering 
that the peafants fhould pay the lame fum for the ufe of the 
wood that might be gathered, injured by conflagration, as for 
that in a found ftate ; and that till the former was ufed they 
fhould not be allowed to cut any wood in the foreft. There may, 
however, be difficulties in executing fuch meafures, which a 
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ftranger is not acquainted with ; and hence we will not blame 
the government for what may not perhaps be in its power to 
remedy. 

I faw in this foreft the difaftrous wreck of one of thole con- 
flagrations, which had devoured the wood through an extent of 
fix or feven miles, and which exhibited a moft difmal fpectaclc. 
You not only faw trunks and large remains of trees lying in con- 
fufion on the ground, and reduced to the ftatc of charco.al, but 
alfo trees flanding upright, which, though they had cfcapcd de- 
ftruction, had yet been miferably fcorched: others, black and 
bending down to one fide, w'hilft in the midfl of the ruins of 
trunk and branches appeared a group of young trees, rifing to 
replace the former generation ; and, full of vigour and vegetable 
life, feemed to be deriving their nourilhment from the afhes of 
their parents. 

The devaflations occafioned by ftorms in the midft of thole 
forefts is Hill more impreflive, and prefents a picture ftill more 
diverfified and majeftic.' It llems wholly inconceivable in what 
manner the wind pierces through the thick alTemblage of thofe 
woods, carrying ruin and delolation into particular dillricts, where 
there is neither opening nor fcope for its ravages. PolTibly it de- 
feends perpendicularly from heaven in the nature of a tornado, 
or whirlwind, whofe violence nothing can oppofe, and which 
triumphs over all refiftance. Trees of enormous fize are torn from 
their roots ; magnificent pines, which would have braved on the 
ocean tempefts more furious, are bent like a bow, aixd touch the 
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earth with their humbled tops. Such as might be thought capable 
of making the ftouteft rcfiftance are the moft roughly treated ; and 
theie hurricanes, like the thunder of heaven, which ftrikes only 
the loftieft object, pafling over the young, and fparing them, be- 
caule they are more plaint and flexible, feem to mark the ftrongefl: 
and moft robuft trees of the foreft, which are in condition to meet 
them with a proud oppofition, as alone worthy of their rage. Let 
the reader fancy to himfelf three or four miles of foreft, where he 
is continually in the prefence of this difaftrous Ipectacle ; let him 
reprefent to his imagination the view of a thick wood, where he 
can fcarcely fee one upright tree ; where all of them being thus 
forcibly inclined, arc cither propped by one another, or broken in 
the middle of the trunk, or torn from their roots and proftrated 
on the ground : every where trunks, branches, and the ruins of 
the foreft, interrupting his view of the road, and exhibiting a 
Angular picture of confufion and ruin. 

There is a great road through the midft of this foreft which 
may be tolerably fuited for travelling in fummer; but the pealants 
do not always continue upon it during the winter (ealbn ; for 
then they find no difficulty in traverfing a lake or a river, and are 
not obliged to follow the windings which the great line of road 
naturally makes, in order to avoid accidental interruptions : they 
conftantly ftudy to proceed as much as poffible in a ftraight line ; 
and that they may not lofe themfelves in thole dark and melan- 
choly woods, the firft who lights upon the moft convenient way, 
marks all the trees with an axe (as is done in America), in order 
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to point out the route to fuch as may come after him. Thofc 
roads, however, are full of ftones, which render travelling ex- 
tremely unpleafant. Our bones were feverely bruifed by the 
eternal jolting of the fledge. After the embarraflments of this 
foreft. We received fome compenfatioii for our flow and tedious 
progrels, by the agreeable fenfation we experienced in eroding a 
lake, where we feemed to fly with all the velocity our horfes were 
capable Of, and without being in the lead fhaken. We cou- 
rageoufly braved the danger of deftructlon with which the crack- 
ing of the ice feemed to threaten us, and difregarded the rents 
which ran in all directions under our feet. We certainly Ihould 
not have encountered the perils we were expbfed to in eroding 
this river, had we not found travelling by land a thoufand times 
more fatiguing and dilagreeable, both on account of the bad ftate 
of the furface for our mode of travelling, and the inconvenience 

of the ftones which femetlmes made us ftart from the fledge, 

1 * 

before we were aware of the obftacle that lay in our way. 

It was principally between Tuokola andGumfila that we found 
travelling on the river harafling and dangerous ; and we fliould 
probably have periflied but for the afliftance of two peafants,who' 
undertook to ferve us as guides, and point out to us the places of 
the river where the ice t^^as ftrongeft and in beft condition to fup-' 
port us. Between Tuokola and Gumlila the river Is extremely 
rapid, and the eurrent being ftronger in fome places than in others, 
the ice inthofe parts is of a flender texture, fo that it wasneceflarr, 
in order to enfurc ourfafety, to have aperfeft knowledge of the' 
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direction of the current in fummer. Our glides went before us 
in their fledge, and we followed dole behind them with all the 
precifion which an aflair of fuch delicacy and importance re- 
quires. Having come to a part of the river which was almoft 
entirely open, wc thought it would be imprudent to attempt to 
pals it. We had however no alternative, but cither to return and 
travel five or fix miles by land, with all itsknowninconveniencies, 
or palling hard by a houfe, to make our horfes leap a barrier, and 
drag tlie fledge over a heap of Hones, till we Ihould arrive again 
at the ice of the fame river. We chofe to prefer this laft mode 
of proceeding ; the horfes cleared the barrier, we all gave our 
afliftance to lift up the fledge and throw it on the other fide, and 
we rc-embarked on the ice clofe by a little mill. Having got 
upon the ice, we were much furprifed and concerned to find, that 
wc had given ourfelves all this trouble only to reach a place where 
we had perils ftill more alarming to encounter. The river was 
open on bothfidcs, and it was neceffary for the fledge to pals over 
a cruft: of ice which had roaintahied itfelf in the middle, and un- 
der which the water made a frightful noife. Our guides, who ven- 
tured on it fir ft, aflured us that tfaere was- no danger, and that 
when we had crofled tlxis piece we Ihould have nothing more to 
fear during the remaintler of our journey^ It was at the moment 
a bitter pill to fwallow ; but it promifed to procure us ruuch 
comfort afterw.ards.' Although our guides had by this time got to 
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the other fide, out 40t dirainiflicd ; we were unable^ 

to conquer the reluctance excited in our minds by the view and 
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noife of the water, the rapidity of the current, which fhewed 
itfdf at two openings, and by the apparent fragility of the cruft of 
ice which was to fupport us in the midft of the ftream. With 
exemplary diferetion we embraced the wife expedient (which 
made our I'inlandilh peafants laugh immoderately) of creeping 
upon our knees, pafllng a hillock of ke that obftructed our way 
ib that humble pofture, and of Aiding on our feat to the oppofite 
fide, where we joined our fledge, which waited our arrival. This 
ridiculous fcenc was highly entertaining, and converted into 
mirth the terror of all our dangers. 

leaving crofled the river at this place, our guides informed us, 
that wfc had no farther occalion for them, and that we might pur-1 
fue our journey withobt the fmalleft apprehenfion. They inftantly 
left us without waiting for any fort of recompence for their for- 
vices ; and when we called them back and offered them money, 
they feemed aftoniftied that we fliould think of rewarding them. 
One of them remained deaf to all our importunities, refufed our 
money with firmnefs and dignity, and went away without it. Our 
narrow minds, that are filled with notions of what is called refine- 
ment, are at a loft to conceive how thofe people, who appear (b 
poor and low in our eyes, merely becaufe they have not a coat cut 
after the model of our’s, fliould refufe money, and fubrnit to lb 
wiuch toll only for the pleafure of being ufeftjl to others, and for 
the inftpid fatisfaction of doing good. Such examples, but too 
rare and toolittle known in the poliflied circles of great towns, are 
not fo in thofe places which are far removed from a metropolis, 
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where morals have become the victim of felfifh and corrupt paf- 
fions. It is the traveller, who, conftantly carrying about with him 
his ideas of civilization (which is often only a different name for a 
fyftem of refined fclfifhnels), introduces his degraded notions into 
the bofom of a Ample people, obliging from indinct, and gene- 
rous and beneficent from nature. We for ever confider it as 
incumbent upon us to reward every little attention with money ; 
and knowing no gratification equal to that of receiving pecuniary 
acknowledgment, we render the pureft pleafures of our nature 
venal by the recompences we bellow, and corrupt and debale, 
by views of interell, that fenfe of duty which is cherilhed by a 
lentiment of pleafurc, and enjoyed by every moral heart upon- 
performing a good action to his fellow men. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The yourney continued — Brlghtnefs and Tranfparency of the Ice and 
Account of this Town : Its Situation, Trade, and Inhabitants — 
The Tribunal for the Government of the North of Finland, at 
Wafa — The P ref dent and Governor — Anecdotes of Llnnaus, 

Before we reached Wafa, we were ftill not without Ibme 
apprehenfion from travelling on the rivers of Finland, Hitherto 
the ice being covered with fiiow of a dirty furface, and far from 
Ihewing the fmalleA tranfparency, made us for the moft part for- 
get that we wetrt upon water; we were now to learn what fort of 
lenlation we Ihould experience in palling over a river, where the 
ice, tranfparent as cryftal, difeovered under our feet the whole 
depth of the element below, infomuch that we could fee even the 
fmalleA fifhes. In the hrA moment of furprize, having had no 
previous notice of the change, we fancied ourfelves inevitably loA, 
and that we Ihould be fwallowed up, and perifh in the awful gulf. 
Even the horfe himfelf was Aartled at the novelty of his fituation ; 
he luddenly Aopped fhort,and ieemed unwilling to go forward.But 
the impulfe he had acquired in travelling pufhed him forward in 
Ipite of himfelf, and he Aid, or rather Ikated upon his four jointlels 

legs. 
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legs, for the fpafce of eight or ten yards. This ftrange mode of 
travelling with a (kating horfe, upon an element where we could 
count the fifhes under the fledge and under the horfe’s feet, was 
not very amufing to us, though we were already accuftomed to a 
road of ice. I was at fome pains to fatisfy myfelf as to the reafon 
why the ice was fo clear and pellucid in particular parts of the river 
only ; and I think I dlfcovcred it in the united aftion of the folar 
rays and of the wind. The wind liaving fwept avay the (how 
and cleared the furface of the ice, the fun, at the end of March and 
beginning of April, having acquired confideraWe force, had melted 
and rendered fmooth the furface, which at firft is always fomewat 
rough and uneven; this being frozen during the night, formed a 
mirror of the moft perfeft polilh. The luftre of the ice on this 
riycr is very renvarkable ; Iwd it not been for the little fliining 
and perpendicular fiflures, which Ihewed the diameter of the ice’s 
thickneis, it would have been utterly impoflible for us to diftm- 
guifli it from the water below. Where the riVer happened to be 
of a profound depth, we could perceive our vaft diftance from the 
bottom only by an indiftinfit greenifli colour : the refleflion that 
we were fufpended over fuch an abyfe made us (hudder. Under 
this terrifying impreflion, the vaft depth of the rtver, and dazzled 
by the extraordinary tranfparcncy and brilliancy of the ice, wc 
crept along the furface, and felt inclined to Ihut our eyes, or 
turn away our heads, that we might be lefs Icniible of our danger* 
But when the river happened to be only a yard or two deep, w6 
were amufed to be able to count the pebbles at the bottom of 
the water, and to frighten the fifties with our feet. 
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Before our arrival at Wafa we ftill endured much bodily fatigue 
from the rough motion of the fledge ; and we were obliged to 
make a paufe at a finall place called Sillanpc, which ferved as a 
ftage or pofl-houfe. Here we found a public houfe kept by a 
widow, and fo overjoyed were wc to meet again with the com- 
forts of life, that we remained with her two whole days. 

Wala is the firft town you meet with upon entering Oflro- 
bothnia. It is built entirely of wood, and the houfes for the 
greater part only oonlifl of one ftory. Wafa is a confiderahle fla- 
pelftad, fltuated under the 64-th degree of north latitude. It is 
one hundred and fixty-two miles from Stockholm, forty-ouc from 
Abo, fourteen from Gamla Carlefay, and eigiit and i half from 
^^y Carleby. The town was founded, wjth a paiifli church, 
Muftalaari, by Charles IX, It was endowed with certain privi- 
leges in 1611, and named after the illuflrious houfe of Wala, 
being at the lame time honoured with the periniffion of bearing 
the arms of that family. The late king of Sweden, Guftavus III, 
eftablilhed at Wafa, in the year 1 775, a tribunal, or fupreme 
council for the north of Finland, the inftitutiou of which was ce- 
lebrated with great pomp at Stockholm, on the 26th of June, 
1776. In its dependance arethree governmenta, viz. Wala, Ule- 
^borg, and Knopia,* two Jurifdiftion8,and fcven territorial judges. 

, . The 

• Before this inHimtion the inhabitants of thofe diftri£ts were under the nccef- 
lity of Carrying their difpules to Abo. Afty informing myfclf as well as I could 
rtfl'efh.ng the adminiflr.ntioh of this tribunal, I found that there arc a third more 
law-fuiis now than there ufed to be when the people were obliged to carry thenf 

ji.- ■ ■ to 
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The building appropriated to the fittings of the courts is built 

of flone clofe to the town, and upon the declivity of a rifing 

ground to the Ibuth-eaft, oppofite to the governor’s palace and 

the royal farm of Thorlholm. This edifice is leventy yards in 

length by twenty-feven in breadth, and thirty-three in height, ' 

and confifts of three ftories. In front it is ornamented with a 

clock. It is of the doric order of architecture, and is altogether 

one of the handfbmeft buildings in the kingdom. On the frieze 

is obfervable the following inlcription : “ Guftavus III. R. S. 

“ jnno ImpcriiXII. cxtruxitThemidique dicavit.” To the weft- 
ward is an open place, a hundred yards broad, and two hundred 
and fifty-five in length, called the market-place of Guftavus, from 
which, oppofite to the front of the houlc, runs an avenue of four 
rows of trees on each fide, a hundred yards broad, and five hun- 
dred long. Around the market-place are ereCled the houfes of 
the members of the tribunal, in a ftyle of perfeCt lymmetry. The 
inhabitants, for the ornament of the town, have begun to plant 
avenues of trees to the eaft, north and Ibuth of the railing that 
inclofes the building. 

The town of Wafa is in a very Improving condition, both as to 
the daily extenfion of its trade, and the increafing number of its 
commodities. As it now ftands, it covers a furface of fixteen 
hundred yards in length, and a thouiand in breath, and contains , 

to To great a diflance j which feetns to prove that tribunals and lawyers multiply, 
law-fuits, juft as phyficians are faid Tometimes to have added to the number of 
difeafet. 

• feventeen 
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fcventecn ftreets, fcvcn of which run from north to fouth , and 
cut the remaining ten at right angles. The ftreets are all ftraight 
and not too narrow. Here is a church which in common belongs 
to the town and the parilh of Muftafaari ; alfo a fchool and a laza- 
retto. The burying ground is upon a neat plain of confiderablc 
elevation, at a quarter of a mile’s diftance from the town. Befides 
the fupreme court, which is conftitqfcd by the burgomafters and 
couiiftllors, there is likewifea fubordiuatc court of juftice, which 
is the only one in this government. 

The trade of this town with foreign nations is rather confider- 

able *. their chief articles of exportation arc tar , pitch, rafters, 

» 

deals which they lend to Stockholm, befides rye, butter, butchers* 
meat chiefly beef, oil of leals,lkins,tallow, &c. Ihips for fale, which 
■re generally conftrufted of fir, are alfo built here. Wala has an 
annual market or hir, on the 24th of Auguft, but it is of little 
conlequence. 

Among the eftablifliments of public utility you may reckon a 
medicine repofitory fwhich in England would be called a medi- 
cine warehoule, or apothecary’s ftiop), a medical or botanical 
garden, a cloth manufedbire, a workhoufe for twilling tobacco, 
and a plantation of leven acres of that dejlroyer oj men's morals as 
wi! as betdth,* three tan yards, a manufadtory for oil from the 
fcal, two dye-houlcs, and a building for the boiling of pitch. 

The old harbour is difficult of accefs, but there is a new one 
) 

* Thai wrote King Jicdci I. of Englind. What abfurd opinion it there that 
has not been fandtioned by authors ! 

VoL. I. 
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(ituatcd a mile from the former, which is more convenient. In 
the year 1 749 fix ftiips were employed for foreign and three for 
home trade. 

In the year 1 790, Walk confifted of three hundred and eighty- 
four houfes and houfe-fteads, four hundred and fifty-five families, 
eleven hundred and fixty-five citizens paying taxes, of between 
fifteen and fixty years of aje. The number of males was in all 
two thoufand one hundred and feventy-fix.' The town is bound 
to equip nine failors for the royal navy. The revenue of the ma- 
ritime cuftom-houfe for the year 1 784 was eighteen hundred 
and fifteen rix dollars. 

• In the vicinity of the town are fprings of mineral water, called 
<?uftavus’s wells, after the prefent prince royal : they were firft 
difeovered in the year 1 750. Since the royal tribunal was eftab- 
lilhcd here, a new high road has been made by order of his ma- 
jefty, which goes through the parilhes of Happo, Alajauoi, Saure- 
javoi, and from Haukas to Cuopio, a town of Savolax. Having 
paid our compliments to the prefident and governor, we had pre- 
sently an invitation to dine with them. They made it their bufi- 
nefs to invite the moft interefiing fociety of Vafa tp meet us: 
they treated us magnificently, and in the lame ftylc pf ceremony 
that we had experienced at Stockholm; for here, as in other 
countries, the towns of the provinces always look up to, and ftudy 
to imitate the manners of the capital. 

It feemed to me like a dream to meet here a lady lb amiable, 
fo well informed, and fo polilhed in her manners as we found the 

wife 
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■wife of thc-prefident of the court of jufticc: fhe underAaiids 
Italian and French, and has acquired a taAe for the beauties of our 
bell Italian poets. 

I law at the houfe of the prefident a very intelligent and con- 
ver&ble clergyman. We had much converfation concerning the 
Finlanders, ejpecially on the fubjefl: of their poetry, and he men- 
tioned a variety of interefHng particulars. Speaking of Linnxus, 
with whom he had been well acquainted at Upfala, he had much 
to fay on the charader of the Swedifli naturalill, and dwelt par- 
ticularly on the extreme vanity which that great man feems to 
have carried to the moft dil^fting length. He related to me 
Ibrae anecdotes which gave ftrong indications of that weaknels. 
A lady of the province of Upfala, who had never been beyond its. 
boundaries, applied to a friend of Linnasus for a letter of rccom-. 
roendation, that Ihe might have an opportunity of making the 
acquaintance of this eminent charadcr, and at the fame time fee 
his colledkion. The philofopher received her with much politi- 
nefs, and as he was Ihcwing her the mulcum, the good lady was 
fb filled with aftonilhment at the fight of an aflemblage of fuch 
a number of different obje£ts, upon each of which Linnxus had 
always fbmething to remark, that fhe exclaimend with a figh, I no 
longer wonder that Linneeus is fo well known over the whole province, 
of Upfala'. Linna2US,who inflead of the province of Upfala expedt-^ 
ed to hear the whole univerfe, was lb fhocked, that he would (hew ^ 
her nothing more of the mufeum, and fent the lady away quite 
confounded at the change of his humour, and at the fame time 

I i z firmly 
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firmly believing that her high encomium had wounded the fecl» 
ings of the great 'philofopher. One day, being in a melancholy 
temper, he gave orders that |no perfon (hould be admitted to him, 
and placed himfclf, in his bed-gown and night-cap, lad and pen- 
five upon his fofe. An officer in the Swedifh fervice arrived with 
a party of ladies, who had made a journey for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of feeing the Linnsean collefbion. The officer was denied 
admitance ; but being aware of Linnaeus’s caprice, he would not 
be rcful^ by tlie lervant, but pulhed by farm, and entered the 
chamber where Linnaeus was fitting. At firA fome indignation 
'(I'as Ihcwn at this intrufion ; but the officer introdiKcd the ladies 
with a moft extravagant panegyric, to the illufirkus philofopher, 
who was tU foie object of their journey ; to the man whom the whole 
world allowed to be the great eft ; to that man who had put nature ' 
herfelf to the rack in order to difeover her deareft Jecrets^ kic, Lin- 
naeus’s furly humour inAantly forlbok him, and he never appeared 
more amiable in his manners than to this officer, whom he cm- ' 
braced tenderly, calling him his true friend, &c. &c. He was lb 
Angularly enamoured of praife, that his mind was never in that 
Icdate ftate which would have enabled him to diftinguilh true 
commendation from flattery and deception. The clergyman, 
who at firft could not credit fuch reports, was convinced of their 
reality by one of his friends, who compofed lb ridiculous an eu- 
logy for Linnxus, that the weakeft child might have treated it as 
a farce or fatire; it was worded in the bombaft of the middle 
ages, or in the Afiatic llyle : he called him the fun of botanifts, 

the 
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the Jupiter of the literati, the fccretary of nature, an ocean of 
fclence, a moving mountain of erudition, and other appellations 
to the fame efFeit. Linnaeus, far from feeling difpleafure at fuch 
cxceflive and ridiculous compKraents* interrupted the panegyrift 
at each phrafe, embracing him, and calling him his deareft friend. 

The .governor invited us to dine with him the following day, 
At taUe, talking of economy, it was agreed by the company that 
Wa& was the town • of all others where one may live on the 
cheapefl terms. A woodcock, which at Stockholm would coft 
thirty-two Swedifh fkillings, or fixteen pence Englilh, iAought 
at Wafa for four. The price of a wdter-qaail at Stockholm, twelve 
^killings, here is only two fkillings the pair. Fire Wood coflsalmOft 
nothing, except the trouble of Cutting it. The olergymao ob- 
ferved, that for three rix dollars he kept a fire in his apartment 
every day without intcrmifEoo during eight months of the year. 

> The prefident is the firfb perfon in Wa&, though, as his falary 
is paid ia paper, or rix-geld, he has about a tbonfand rix dollars 
lefs than the governor, whole appcnntmeiit xonfifts In provifions 
or natural produce , ' by which he regularly clears an annual in- 
come oftwo thoufand four hundred rix dollars; a fum more than 
fudicieiu to enable him to live in' this place like a great lord. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Departure from IVafa — Inamvetiiencies 0/ the Journey over the Ice 
. — Arrival at Gamla Carleby — Account of tbisi Town — Proceed 
. OH the Journey : new Difficulties atifing from the Ice — Account 
I. if Brahejlad — Arrival at Uleaborg. 

• 

,Al.S travelling in the fledge becomes extremely difficult at. this 
advanced period of the leafon, we forefaw that we fliould have 
a very painful and dilagreeable journey from Walk to Uleaborg. 
The governor of Wafa earncftly employed himfelf to trace out 
for us a route, by which we might travel the greater part of the 
diflance upon the ice ; at the fame time he iflued .an order, by 
which the pealants of thofe diflrids through which we were to 
pals, were enjoined lo fupply us with horfcs all the way to the 
frontiers, of his government. This was an additional mark of the 
obliging attention which'we hadexpetiencedin fo many inllances 
from him during our flay; but bU orders in their execution were 
by no means of that advantage to us which we had reafbn to ex- 
pe£t, for the pealants in thole parts are not at all in the habit of 
conducting travellers, and are in want of many things ncceflary for 
that purpofe. Their fledges are ill conftruCled ; they are extremely 
flow in yoking their horfes, and have not a fufficient fupply : 

we 
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we therefore were couftantly obliged to wait for fome hours be- 
fore they had prepared for our departure. 

The journey from Wala to Uleaborg is about one hundred and 
ninety Englilh mifes. , We purfued our courfe along the coaft, 
croffing rivers, woods, and branches of the lea, and were fome- 
times at a confiderable diftance from the Ihore. The whole of this 
vail traifl of country is fiat, and abounds in woods of firs and pines 
of a verydarge lize. The coafis are naked and llony,and prefent 
rocks and iflets • without the fmallcft appearance of vegetation. 
We proceeded with the greatell diligence, but we became ex- 
tremely wearied by the mode- of travelling we were obliged to 
adopt. Before we arrived at Gamla Carlchy, we faw at fea two 
frigates, and foon after pafled four or five merchant Ihips vsrhich 
the ice had detained, and coullraiaed to pafs the winter in thofe 
regions. . ■--! . 

Gamla Carleby is a decent town, fituated in a Imall gulf of 
the lea, and has Ibme trade: it is at the dillauce of one hundred 
and forty-fix SwcdiOi miles from Stockholm, if you go the ufual 
north road towards Tornea, fifty-five from Abo, and fourteen 
from Wafa. It was founded in the year 1 620 by Gullavus Adol- 
phus, who conferred upon it certain privileges, which have been 
confirmed to the inhabitants at different periods fince that time. 
The town is regularly built, - with a handlbmc market-place, five 
llreets in its length and five in its breadth, which are each twenty 
yards vyide ; and it contains two hundred and fourteen houle- 
ileads, or lots for houfes. In the yeu 1 790 there were here thirty- 
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one merchants, three hundred and twenty-eight familica, eight 
hundred and tweiity-feven perlbiis paying taxes ; and the whole 
number of inhabitants was one thoiiland three hundred and fixty- 
fevcn. The town has a ihurch built of wood for the ufc of its’ 
own inhabitants, and the burying ground is on the oulfide of the 
town. - ' 

' The harbour, on account of a fand bank which blocks up its 
ehthmce, is inaccefliWe to fhlps heavy laden and drawing much 
water, its depth being only from twelve to thirteen feet, fo that 
large velTels are compelled to lie in the road while they load and 
unload : it is to be hc^ed, however, that this inconvenience will 
foon be remedied. ■ The town has alfo a place for loading in the 
pajilh Kalajokt, with a dock, and carries oil a confiderable trade in 
fhips built for exportation, in tanning, deals, butter, tallow, aitd 
hops. It had in the year 1 794 fourteen fhips (amounting alto- 
gether to one thoufand five hundred and thirty- fix tons), of which 
thirteen were for foreign trade ; thefe exported about one thou- 
fand eight hundred barrels of tar, one thoufand five hundred bar- 
rels of pitch, from three to four hundred dozens of planks, two 
thoufand pounds of butter, two hundred and feventy-three hun- 
dred weight of tallow, nine hundred barrels of corn, &c. The in- 
land cuftoms for the year 1781 produced about two thoufand one 
hundred and twenty-five, and thofe’of the maritime departnnent 
two thoufand and twenty- (even r!x dollars, 

' The inhabitants of Gamla Carleby plant tobacco, and prepare 
it for ufe; they are engaged in other braoehes of induftry j'they 

raife 
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raife.potatoes, rye, and barley, and have about three hundred acres 
of arable land in cultivation. Not far from the town is a printed 
cotton manufadtory ; allb a houfe for boiling pitch, a ftorc-houfc 
for tar, a law-mill nearthe mouth of the river Kulajoki,&c. The 
magiftracy confifts of a burgomafter and fix council-men. About 
a mile from Carleby are Ibme fprings of mineral water. 

From Gamla Carleby wecontinued our journey on the icc, and 
experienced a new fenfation peculiar to this mode of travelling. 
We have before obferved, that the froft is here fo intenfe, as to 
arrell the fea in its waving motion. The fun becoming more 
powerful with the advancement of the feafon, melted confider- 
ably the ice on the furface. The water thus prod need during the 
day, collected in the cavities or furrows, and formed little pools 
or rivulets, w'hich we were under the neceflity of traverfing in our 
fledges ; and as they were always a confiderable depth in the 
middle, we law ourfelves defeending we knew not where, and ac- 
tually thought we Ihould fink to the bottom of the ocean. The 
intrepidity, or rather indifference, with which the Finlander 
made his way through thofe poolsj encouraged us a little ; but 
the rccolleftion that we were upon the lea, and a confeioufnefs 
that the water was entering our fledge, cxcitett at lirft frightful 
apprehenfions, and a continued difagreeable feeling. 

In nights of fevere andintenfe cold,fuch as frequently occur at 
that time of the year, a cruft of icc is formed over thole pools, 
infomuch, that the water becomes incloled between two plates of 
Ice : in this cafe the fledge, as it pafles over the upper cruft, which 

VoL.I. Kk is 
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is generally of but a brittle texture, breaks it, and fuddcnly falls 
into the water, which bubbles up all about the fledge, nor does it 
ftop till it gets to the fecond layer of ice. This unexpefted fall 
produces a horrible Icnfation ; and though there are rarely more 
than two feet of diflance from one ftratum of ice to the other, 
yet the fight of the water, the plunging of the horfe, &c. arc 
exceedingly alarming. 

In our travels on the ice we fell in with fiftiermen who ufe the 
hook and bait : they fometimes flopped, and amufed us by fhew- 
ing us the fifh they had caught. Their figure was a great curio- 
fity to us : they fcour over the ice in long wooden pattens, and 
fhove themlclves along with a pole they hold in their hand. The 
velocity of their progrefs is almofl incredible ; and the wonderful 
celerity of motion in their bodies, without the fmallefl preceptible 
aflion in their legs (for they ulc only their arms), forms a very 
ftriking fight to a perfon beholding them for the firfl time. When 
employed in fiftiing, they exhibit a very curious pi£l:ure,on account 
of the contrafl which is obfervable in all thole objedb. They 
carry along with them a fmall triangular fail, which, when they 
have occafion to remain long feated on the ice, they fpread, in 
order to flielter them from the wind. Having perforated the ice 
with a kind of chifel, which makes a part of their apparatus, they 
plunge the hook into the fea to the depth of about thirty feet : 
if thecold happens to be fomewhat fevere, they are obliged to be 
continually flirring the water at the orifice of the hole to prevent 
its freezing. We witnelTed fcveral lucky dips of the filhermen’s 

hooks, 
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hooks, and we did not leave them till we had caught fome filh 
ourfclvcs. Afterwards, wilhing to try whether we could run on 
the ice with their pattens, we afforded no finall diverfion to thole 
good people by our awkward manner of ufing them, as well as 
by feveral falls, which were more amufing to the fpcdlators than 
agreeable to the performers. , 

You meet often in thole parts with what may be termed dif- 
ruptions of the ice, which form a ftrange picturefque appearance, 
fometimes refembling the ruins of an ancient callle. The caulc 
of thefc difruptions is the rocks, which happen to be"^t the depth 
of lomc feet under the furface of the water. During the preva- 
lence of the intenfe cold, the water freezes frequently three feet 
or more in thicknefs ; the elevation of the lea is confequently di- 
minilhed, and links in proportion to the diameter of the ice that 
is formed ; then thole Ihelves and rocks overtop the furface, and 
break thecohelionof the ice, while accident depolits the detached 
malles and fragments in a thouland irregular forms. It is ex- 
tremely dangerous to traverle the ice in thole parts during night, 
unlefs you have the compafs conftantly in your hand, and even 
with it you are not always lafe. The traveller is frequently 
interrupted by thofe obftaclcs ; he often lolcs fight of the coall, 
while the whitenels of the fnow dazzles his eyes, and makes it 
extremely difficult to difeern the traces of the fledges which have 
paffed that way before : thus he is in no fmall danger of loling 
the road, and of going on in a different direction, wliich may lead 
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him far in the icy defect ; an accident which happened to us more 
than once. 

I have made no mention of Braheftad, a fmall town we pafled 
on the road, becaufc I did not think it at the time of much con- 
fcqueiice; Ifhallhowevergivefomeaccountofithere. This town 
is a ftapelftad, and fituated under the 64th degree 43 minutes 
of latitude, in the bailiwick and parilh of Salo, one hundred and 
thirty-five leagues and a half from Stockholm (by the common 
north road),* fixty-nine from Abo, eight and a half fromUlea- 
borg, and thirty from Wafa. It {lands on the gulf of Bothnia, 
at the top of a bay formed by two peninfulas: the town itlelf is 
upon the main land. It was founded by Count Peter Brahe, who 
confiJercd this fituation as particularly favourable for trade. The 
town became his property by porchafe, and in Decernber 1649 
he provided it with a charter and certain privileges : in 165 a it 
was called after his name. Thofe privileges were confirmed to 
the town in 1651, 1652, 1680 ; and the laft and moft important, 
by which it acquired the right of flapelfiad, to carry on foreign 
trade, is dated the 7th April 1791. For its armorial bearings it 
laas part of the arms of the family of Brahe, viz, a horfi;, and a 
man with a lance and helmet. The harbour was once good and 
convenient ; but at prefent it is choaked up with mud, inlbmuch 
that only fmall velTels, or large ones with half tljcir cargo, are 
able to enter it. Ships drop anchor at the mouth of the harbour, 

a quarter of a mile from die market place. 

« 

• Wliich runs along the gulf of Bothnia to Tornca. 

The 
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The trade of the town conlifts in pitch, tallow, butter, hides, 
furs, a fmall quantity of falmon, and other filh. , The exports^ 
for fbmc years before 1792, taken at an average,. ainountcd to 
fourteen thoufand four hundred and forty-four barrels of tar, ten 
thoufand hundred weight of butter, and one thoula'nd five hun- 
dred and feventy-onc hundred weight of tallow. Their traffic 
in butcher’s meat was once confiderable, as well as that of pre- 
fcrves of rubus chumaemorus, a berry peculiar to Sweden. They 
allb export wood and planks for Ihipping, which are cut by a faw- 
mill on the river Pyhajoki. From abroad they import fait, of 
which the town takes care to have a conftant fupply of one thou- 
fand eight hundred tons. In the year 1 794, the town had four- 
teen (hips of one thoufand and fifty-five tons burthen in all ; of 
thefc, four, or perhaps fix, are employed in foreign trade. They 
have a rope-work, and a cotton manufailory, fufficieht for home 
confumption, and a good fifhery, • 

The town poffefTes but a very fmall territory. In the year 
1 790 the number of the inhabitants was feven hundred and fixty- 
three ; and of five hundred and forty who paid taxes, twenty- 
eight were merchants and thirty-two burgelTes. The number 
of the houfes in 1 799 was one hundred and twenty-four, the 
families two hundred and twenty-five, perlbns paying taxes five 
hundred and (eventy-two. The duties colledlcd at the mari- 
time cuftom-hou(e for the year 1791, amounted to one thoufand 
and twenty-five rix dollars thirty (killings. Clofe to the town 
ffierc are a manufadbory of pitch, and a (lorehoufe for tar : there 
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is, befidc’S, another manufa£lory of pitch at Pyhajoki. The in- 
habitants are provided with milk from the parifhes of Pyhajoki 
and Kulajoki.,- ; , , ■ 

We arrived at Uleaborg on the feventh of April, where wc 
found, clofe by the town-houle, a tolerable inn, which is the only 
one in the place. At nighti after Ave were gone to bed, wcwerc 
fgrpriled by an incident which appeared to us very extraordinary 
in a country of fo high a latitude. I have long been in the dan- 
gerous habit, before falling afleep, to read a book for half an hour. 
That evening I happened to be reading Arioflo, when I thought I 
heard three taps on the window of our chamber, wliich was on the 
ground floor. I paid uot the fmallefl: attention to it the firft 
nor even the fecond time. When it was repeated the third time, 
I began to fulpeft it had fome meaning; but as 1 read Ariofto, I 
was dilpoled to doubt whether it was not an effedt of my imagi- 
nation, heated perhaps by that of the poet. The fourth time, 
however, I had Icarce the lhadow of a doubt that it was fome- 
body who tapped at the window ; but ftill, to guard againft illu- 
Con, I awaked my companion, who flept in another bed in the 
latne room ; and after acquainting him with my impreflion, 
prayed him to liften, and obfervx whether he could not hear a 
noife at the window. We then heard the three traps repeated, 
accompanied with a voice, which uttered Ibracthing indiftindly, 
I rofe, put on my pelice, and taking up my piftols went out of 
the chamber to fee what it might be. But how great was my 
furprife !,,..It was a fine girl who wanted a corner of a bed, I 

immediately 
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immediately uncocked, and laid afidc the piftols, for fear of doing 
mifchief..,.What happened afterwards ?....For the folution of fuch 
difficult problems, A riofto generally refers to another canto ; but 
for the folution of this, let the reader conjecture what might have 
happened to himfelf in liinilar circumflonccs. 

' • • ‘ \ 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Account of VUaborg : Situation, Population, and Trade — Mineral 
Springs near Uleaborg — The Soil in the Neighbourhood of this 
Town, and its mineral Productions — The Climate and Seajons 
— Vegetation, and animal Creation. 

XJleaborg is a ftapelftad, fituated in 65 degrees north la- 
titude. It was founded by Charles IX. in 1605. It has two 
cuftom-houfes, one for the land, and one for the Tea ; two fquares, 
fixteen ftreets, and is divided into quarters. The population is 
about three thoufand eight hundred fouls. The articles of ex- 
portation are as follow ; 

Tar (exported annually) tons 30,000 

Pitch, ditto — — 3,000 

Butter, ditto — — 30,000 

Tallow, ditto — — 70,000 

Salmon, ditto — - — 2,000 

Dried pike, ditto — • — 4,000 

A peculiar fpccies of herrings, ditto — 300 

Planks, ditto — — dozens 600 

The goods that are imported from abroad are, wine, oil, and 
lemons, which altogether do not amount to much. The yearly 
i importation 
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importation of (alt amounts on an average to almoft ten thoufand 
tons : it is brought from the Mediterranean, and particularly from 
Spain. 

Under the head of manufa£lures come two (aw-miUs,two corn- 
mills, three fulling-mills for fluffs of wool and linen cloth; a 
tobacco manufadtory, and three dying houfes. The public revenue 
produces eight thoufand rix dollars per annum. Uleaborg fends 
four (hips to the Mediterranean, which return laden with different 
articles, but principally fait. Befides thefe, there are other velTels 
employed in freightage. 

In the iflands at the mouth of the river are two or three docks 
for building (hips, where about fix vcfTels every year of different 
(Izes are conflrudted. The port of Uleaborg is a very bad one : 
the (hipping is obliged to remain in the road about two Engliih 
miles from the town, and to load and unload by means of lighters. . 
The road itfelf is every year more and more filled up with fand 
and gravel. 

•In the year 1600, Uleaborg was vifited by Charles IX; in 1618 
by Guflavus Adolphus; in 1694, by Charles XI; and in 175a, 
by Adolphus Frederic. It was attacked by the Ruffians in 1498, 
1517,^589, and 1592. In 1714, and 1743, it was treated with 
particular (cverity by thole invaders, and almofl ruined. 

There are at Uleaborg (bme mineral (prings,and valetudinarians 
come hither for the purpofe of drinking the waters. In the year 
1 799, there were among thefe but three or four foreigners, which 
when contrafled with the multiplicity of thofc who rclbrt to 
Spa, and other places on the continent, makes this place appear 
VoL. I. LI very 




a 58 



THAVELS THROUGH FINLAND. 



very iiifignificant. The chemical properties of the Uleaborg 
waters arc thefe : — A veffel of a hundred cubical inches, con- 
tains 



Sal digefti\nim feu 


. ■ 




Alkali vegetabilc 


— 


I.O 


Alkali minerale 


— 


— 5.7 


Calx vitriolata 


— 


— 0.8 


Calx aerata 


— 


— >-9 


Ferrum 


— 


— 1.2 


Terra filicea 


— 


— 1-7 



To which mud be added twelve cubic inches of carbonic acid, 
and ten of hepatic gas. 

The river Ulea, on the banks of which the town is fituated, 
rolls down with a great noife ; and its navigation is attended with 
confiderable danger. The trading veflels which go on this river 
to the fea, are conducted by pilots paid by government, and ma- 
triculated or regiftered. None of the Finnilh peafants, unlefs thus 
fegiftered, are permitted to engage in that navigation. This regS- 
lation was adopted to prevent the continuance of accidents which 
frequently happened in the river, by boats being upfet and people 
drow'iied, who were going up and down. Such is the velocity 
with which Ihips perform their courle down the river, that they 
generally run fix Englilh miles in the Ipacc of twenty minutes. 
The falmon filhery here is very confiderable ; and the falmon of 
Uleaborg fetch a higher price at Stockholm than thofe of any 
other place. Speaking of falmon, 1 fliall be cxcufed by my reader 
for relating a fad, not more Angular than well authenticated : — 

A gentle - 
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A gentleman of Uleaborg went thence by fea to Stockholm ; on 
his return, the fhip’s ftcward, in cleaning the plate after dinner 
let fall into the fea a filvcr fpoon, which was fwallowed by a fal- 
mon that chanced to pals by. The day after this falmon made 
his way up the river near Uleaborg, where it was caught by a 
filherman. The filhcr went to fell the fpoon to a filverfmith,who, 
on recognizing the cypher, immediately conveyed it to the gen- 
tleman’s wife. The lady, who had not received any intelligence 
from her hulband fince his departure from Uleaborg, was ftruck 
with the belief that he had been Ihipwreckcd ; and this feemed 
the more probable, as his return had been delayed by contrary 
winds. The gentleman at laft conlbled his afflidted wife by his 
re-appearance, and amufed her with the recital of the mode in 
which the filver fpoon was loft. 

< With regard to the foil in the vicinity of Uleaborg, it differs in 
Ibme particulars ; but it is generdly landy. In the valleys, on the 
lides of rivulets, and on the banks of the river Ulea, there is to be 
found Ibme mould; but in fuch Imall quantities as Icarcclyto 
be worthy of notice. If there be any to be difcovered ellc where, 
it has either been walhed down from the adjacent hills, or has 
been ground on which country-houles formerly flood. Marl, the 
creta argillacea fiJfUi-friabilis, Linn, is as far as I know, not to be 
met with in this neighbourhood, nor chalk, nor lime-earth; but 
lime-ftone has been found in the parifhes of Kemi Muhos, Pal- 
damo, and Fijao. In Padesjerfoi a copper-mine has been dif- 
covered, which is now wrought. The ore is pyrites jerreo-cup- 

L1 2 
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reus, Unn. In fcveral places In the vicinity, efpccially in the 
pariflies of Paldamo and Sotkanio, there is iron-earth, or ochre. 
The peafants, without any afliftance from others, make for 
themfelves as much good iron and Aeel as they have occafion for.. 
From Sotkamo Mr. Julin* brought, and has in his polTeflion, a 
Arong blood-Aone ore, with cryAal ; and this alfb is to be found 
at Kemi. On the fea-fliores of Kemt, near Paldamo and Kal- 
joki, you meet with great quantities of black land impregnated 
with iron. In fome places about Kemi, Sotkamo, Kufamo, and 
Paldamo, you will light upon a fpecies of Aate, the fchiflus arde- 
Jia, Unn. arranged, I believe, by the late raineralogiAs under the 
'genus of ardefia tegularh. It is not, however, good for roofing. 
The moA common (brt confiAs of land confolidated by clay, or 
a mixture of clay and quartz. 

Befides the grey and red granite, the moA common Aonc here, 
you will find a rcddiAi and clear quartz pebble Aone, flint Aone, 
feltfpar, and rock criAal, being the nitrum quartsM/um aqueum, 
Unn. Black Aiorl, (fchoerlutn f nigrum) is to be Iccn in a few 
places near Sotkamo andReovanjemi ; in the neighbourhood of the 
town, below the quickfands.and on the margins of lakes. Clay pre- 
vails throughout the whole of the pariflies of Kemi, Paldamo, and 
Sotkamo. You meet with Jaxum micaccum Jijfile cinereum atomis 
interflin&ls quartaojis micaccifque, Unn. of various colours, but 
moAly of black-grey ; as alfo the talcum ellare, Unn. In Pudef- 

* This gfnllcmin will be again mentioned hereafter. 

t Sec Rctzic’s Mineralogia, genus Schoerlum. 

jervi 
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jcrvi and Sotkarao, at the village of Riftiarfoi, and in the parifh 
of Paldamo, mill-ftones may be obtained, which conftft of a very 
good fand-ftonc. About a couple of miles to the northward of 
Uleaborg, is found on the highway the well known Rafrakivi, 
which, according to Kir wan, is an aggregate of feltfpar and/n/Va ; 
its colour is brown, or brownifli red ; it moulders by expofurc 
to the air ; but that is only when the mka exceeds. Mr. Kirw.an 
adds, when the feltfpar exceeds, it forms a durable Rone, called 
in Italy granitone* 

There is no great chain of mountains nearer to Uleaborg than 
the land ridge to the t^th-eaR, and eaR fouth-caR; the ground 
being for the moR part low, and covered with coppices, bogs, 
and morafles ; which give to the country around the town a dull 
and heavy .appearance. The fituation being damp, and not fuffi- 
cicntly ftjcltered, the efFefts of night froRs are always feverely felt. 

The land ridge is a vaR chain of mountains running eaRward, 
from the Haldcficld in Tornea Lapmark to Pelctowaddi in Kemi, 
forming a boundary between Sweden and Norway, and between 
the parishes Enara and Soetankyla ; and after Rret thing farther to 
the fouth-eaR, it proceeds fouthward through Kemi to Wiife- 
wana, by the church of Kuufamo, to Sarwitailfal, and hence ex- 
tending to Kojuretapal, it conRituies the boundary between the 
parifhes of Paldamo, Sotkamo, and RuRia. 

• ScoKitwan’* Elements of Mineralogy, vol. i. p.345. By Linnaeus it was firft 
called WiTna faxi tx mica and thus charactcrifed ! Conflat fax* a^gctgal* cx 

Jfat* flav* et mieti cUlifuefccnti fub Jit verfut mcriditm. Ami in llic later editions it 
W.1 . 'c rmed, faxum fatifem, and defenbed in this manner ; fpattfum micaciumjuc fatfuat 
ftijam. 

Places 
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Places lying under the fame latitudes, or where the days and 
nights at the Iblftices are of the fame length, are faid in general 
to have the lame climates. With regard to the geographical cli- 
mate of Uleaborg, it correfponds with that of Kemi in Rullia, of 
Gorodock and Kuoovatlkai in Siberia, of Cape Tfchukotlkoi 
Nos, towards the Frozen Sea, of St. James’s in North America, 
of the foutheru cape of Greenland, of Skalholt in Iceland, and 
Drontheim in Norway. • 

By the phyfical climate is meant the difference of cold and 
heat, and the condition of the weather in different places at the 
fame leafon. The principal and moft general caufes of the di- 
verfity of phylical climate, are the longer or fhorter continuance 
of the fun above the horizon, and the perpendicularity or obli- 
quity of his rays ; befides this, the ftate of the atmolphere, which 
furrounds the earth to the height of ten Swedilh (or nearly feventy 
Englifh) miles, and which accordingly, as it is more or lefs charged 
with vapours, intercepts and difperfes more or lefs of the fun- 
beams in their defeent to the earth. The climate is al(b modified 
by the fituation of places on hillsorplains, near the fea or on con- 
tinents. The mild winters in England are owing to the warm- 
nefs of the furrounding ocean, while Switzerland, lying fix degrees 
farther to the fouth, experiences a much greater degree of cold, 
on accouiH of its topographical fituation. 

The fouth and fouth-fouth-weft winds blowing towards Ulea- 
borg, along the gulf of Bothnia, are for the moft part warm after 
midfummer till autumn ; but before mldfummcr , as long as the 

gulf 
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gulf is frozen ovei*, they are always cold. The extraordinary de- 
gree of cold that prevails at Uleaborg is in a great meafure owing 
to the vaft forefts and deferts, which retain a great portion of ice 
even in fummer. In proportion to the progrcfs of agriculture, 
as water and wood are cleared away from the furface, which pre- ' 
vent the fun from warming the earth, it may be expeded that 
the climate of this place will become more mild and gentle. 

From a comparifon of obfervations made at Stockholm and 
Uleaborg, it appears that the heat of the thermometer of Celfius/ 
at a mean height at Stockholm throughout the whole year, is 
nearly 6® above o, whereas at Uleaborg it generally ftands at i ® 
.2-ioths below the freezing point; of courfc the climate of Ulea- 
borg differs by 7“ 2-ioths. During a fpace of twenty years the 
mercury at Stockholm fell leven hundred and nine times to 1 5 
degrees, and once as far as 40 degrees below the freezing point. 

At Uleaborg there are two months more of winter than at 
Stockholm, and one third left of fpring. The autumn is of nearly 
the lame duration in both places. As to the comparative length 
of the autumn, this depends not only on the lingering courle of 
the fun in the autumnal folftice, but more on the Ibuth and 
fouth-weft winds which prevail in the months of Auguft, Sep- 
tember, Oftober, and part of November. Thofe winds which 
come from the gulf of Bothnia are warmed by the water, which 
prelerves a greater degree of heat than the atmofphcre. But on 
the contrary, in the winter feafon, when the fea is frozen, the 
winds which blow from the lame quarter, are cold and difagree- 
- able. 
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able, as are thofe alfo of the weft and north-weft. The eaft and 
north-eaft winds are in general warm in fpring, becaufc thofe 
winds, after crofting the White Sea, traverfe more than thirty 
Swedifli miles of land, covered with woods and morafles, warmed 
by the influence of the fun and of vegetation. But in the au- 
tumn the fame winds, after the marfties are frozen, are very cold. 

The frofts of the night during the fummer come on towards 
the end of Auguft, and fometimes even in July, as the froft in 
1795, which was very fevere on the 35th of July, and fpoiled 
all the legumens and the more delicate culinary vegetables. 

Notwithftanding the coldnefs of the climate the animals thrive 
very well, and vegetation is more rapid here than in any other . 
place. There are inftances of grain having been fown and reaped 
in the {pace of fix weeks. The principal caufe of this pheno- 
menon is the fine nights, or rather the continual prefence of the 
fun. 

Mr. Julin, whofe name I (hall have occafion to mention in the 
following pages, communicated to me Ibmc interefting obfer- 
vations on the climate of Ulcaborg, which I think will not be 
deemed unworthy of a place at the end of this chapter. 
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Digitized by Google 




TBAVELS THROtrOH PINIJIK®. 965 

Some general Signs of Spring and Summer at Uleaborg^ aecording to 
twenty-four years' Obfervation, by f, yulin. 

About 

March 5. - - The melting ice and (how begin to trickle from the roofi of (be 
■ houfet. 

April i, . . . The fnow-bunting (emberiu nivalii, Lin.) appeart, 

April 15. - - The wild geefe and the birds of the lakes arrire. 

The papilio urticx (Lin.) makes its appearance. 

The lark (alanda urTenfii, Lin.) (ings. 

The fields are bare, i. e. free from fnow. 

Mi^ 5. - - > - The white wagtail (motacillaalba, Lin.) (hewsitfelf. 

The wheat ear, or white tail (motacilla ananthe, Lin.) 

May I j— IP. - The rireis open, and the ice melted. 

A beginning may be made of planting in the kitchen gardens. 
May 25. - - - The martin (hinindo urbica, Lin.) conies. 

Thecuckow (cuculus canorus, Lin.) calls. 

The fpring corn is out. 

May 30. - Mar(h marigold (caltha paluftris, Lin.) flowers. 

Trees, for inflance the birch, (betula alba) pat fortli their leaves, 
June is. ... Summer's warmth, of la degreees above o. 

August ip. . . Night frofls begin. 

August ao. - Harrell begins. Winter rye (fecalo) is fown. 

Septemeer 25. The birch (betula alba) (heds its leaves. 

November 20. The ice bears ; the ground is covered with fnow. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

1. The Winter begins in OSober, and lads full (even months, or till the end of 
ApriL The Spring is (hort, and is over with tbe month of May. The Summer 
commences in June, and continues three months. Autumn takes its beginning 
with September, and only extends to the end of that month. 

a. The greateft cold in winter it in January, and tbe greateft heat in fummer 
commonly towards the end of July. 

3. The MIDDLE temperature for the whole year, ifweexceptthe periods when 
tlie feafons exert their particular influence, is about the freexing point of the ther. 
mometer, or, in other words, confbnt winter. 

4. The night frofts are fomctimes pretty (harp, efpecially from about the 10th to 
the aothof Auguil. July 25th, 1785, feveral things in the kitchen gardens were bit 
by the froft, for example the potatoes (folonum Caberofum)and tbe beans (phafeolus.) 

5. However (hort the fummer may be in this part of tbe world, the grals and 
corn neverthelefs grow fufficiently ripe. There have been inftances that the corn 
was fown and broughtjn quite ripe in the fpace of forty-two days. 

Voi,, I. Mm ExtraiJ 
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Extra& from a ^~Meteorological fournai kept at Uleaborg^ under 
65* t' 20" North Latitude, by J. Julin. 

DEGREES OF CELSIUS’S THERMOMETER. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Stay at Uleaborg protraHed longer than was intended ; Ret^ons af- 
■ jigned for it—interejiing InSviduals mentioned — Curious Experi- 
ments with Animal Magnetifm : RejleSlions on the extraorSnary 
Plsenomena produced by it — Advantages attending a Refidence in 
fniall Country Towns — Hofpitality at Uleaborg — Spirit of Society 
at that Place — Singular Mode of Jhcwing Regard and Friend/hip 
for a Stranger, 

It was our firft intention to remain at Uleaborg only five days, 
and by availing ourfeivcs, whilft the feafon permitted, of the 
ule of the fledge, to pulh our travels with the utmofl expedition 
as far northward as poflible, ib as to return in fummer, that we 
might thus have furveyed the country in both leaibns, and wit- 
nefled the interefling procefs and ilrange (pe£tade of an almoft 
momentary tranfition from winter to fummer. We might have 
beheld the whole furface of the ground covered with ice and 
fuow ; have travelled with the rein-deer and roving Laplander ; 
and in the Ipace of two weeks have obferved the ice melt, the 
fiiow vanifti, the Laplander retire into his mountains, leaves and 
flowers fpring up, and the whole fyftem of v^fetation dilplay 
Itfelf in all its beanty. This picture, which we reliflied fo highly 
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by anticipation, and which was lb flattering to a lively imagina- 
tion, yielded to the attractions of Ulcaborg, which promifed us 
pleafures and refources of a different defcription. The polite at- 
tention of Baron Silfverkielm, of Governor Carpalan, and the ac- 
quaintance we made of feveral other interefting characters, and 
the plealing accident of finding here two gentlemen amateun of 
mufic, who, with my companion and myfelf, could execute a 
quartetto, made us forget our plan, and convert our five days flay 
into that of a couple of months. It being near the middle of 
April, the iealbn was too far advanced ; the ice began to wafte, 
and lofe its llrength, and the rivers became every day lels fafe. 
We Ihould have run the rilk of being detained in a defert coun- 
try during the period of thaw, after which we mufl have allowed 
at leafl a week till the earth had recovered its folidity, and the 
marfhy grounds had become dry. The attractive fcene of the 
change of fealbns we might view at Uleaborg with nearly the 
fame advantage ; and as to the phenomena of winter, we had 
already fcen fb much of them on our journey from Stockholm, 
that our curiofity was nearly gratified. In fhort, we found our 
fituation at Uleaborg fo agreeable, that we were at no lofs to 
difcover reafons for adapting our plan to our liking, or for 
juflifying our conduct in our own eyes. 

1 found at Uleaborg that I might carry on a courfe of fludy in- 
troductory to the natural hiftory of Lajiland. An excellent op- 
portunity for this purfuit was afforded by Mr. Julin, apothecary 
at Uleaborg, who, befldes a good collection of objects in every 
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dais of the natural hlftory of Lapland and Finland, was polTeircd 
,of confidcrablc knowledge on this fubjcct, and at the fame time 
took great pleafure in communicating information to tdioie who 
.were defirous of beconoing acquainted with this branch of fcience. 
He was well provided with books, had an electrical apparatus, and 
amufed himfelfby making experiments iu different departments 
of natural philofophy. ' i . ; ^ . 

The Baron Silfvcrkielm was a very amiable man, who had 
palfed a great part of his life near the perfon of King Guftavus, 
had travelled, and (een much of the world. He was an excellent 
mechanic, amufed himfelf with chemiftry, pofleffed an admirable 
Englifh electrical machine, made experiments, and was fond of 
reading and the fludy of belles-lettres. He was a man of no ce> 
jremony, and (which will not be believed by every one) ' a moft 
famous magnetifer, and one of the greatefl proficients among thp 
difciples of Mefmer. I have feen the Baron give proofs of his 
fkill in animal magnetifia, which, I confefs, fhook my incredulity 
a little, both in refpect to the efficacy of his prlnciples,;9nd the 
exiflence of the magnetic fluid, or whatever elfe it may be caHcd, 
which is fuppofed to operate upon individuals. The eflfects it 
produces cannot eafily be attributed to ordinary caufes, nor fup< 

• ported by reafons derived from the known laws of nature. Al- 
though he was unable to aflect me with his magnetical powers, 
yet he wrought upon perlbns whole probity and good faith I am 
not at liberty in any degree to queflion. He repeated to me ex- 
. periments he had made in different places, on different individuals, 
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and in different circumftances ; and I find myfelf fatisfied as to 
the exiftcncc of fome natural caufe or principle which has hitherto 
remained unknown : it is wrapt up in obfcurity, and is as yet 
inexplicable to the underftanding. I am very far from attempt- 
ing, after the Baron’s example, to account for it ; though I think 
that a folution of this problem may be refervcd for a period of 
higher improvement in the knowledge of nature, the ftudy of 
which has been fo fuccefsfully purfued, and fo rapidly advanced, 
in the courfe of the prefcnt century. I faw my fellow traveller, 
as incredulous as myfelf, fall into a profound fleep by the mere 
motion of the magnetifer’s fingers; I heard him fpeak' in his 
fleep, and reply to whatever queftions 1 propofed to him ; I faw 
diim again awake by the fimple motion of the magnetifer’s fingers, 
while I was unable to roufe him from his fomnolency, though I 
brought fire clofc to his hand, an experiment to which he was as 
infenfible aSl a dead body. He awoke, after deeping from five to 
fix hours’,’ remembering nothing of w'hat he had faid, denying 
-obftinfetely’that he had been adeep, and yielding with difficulty 
• at laft to the authority of his watch, and the teftimony of all 
-thofc who had witneded the circumftance. I might mention a 
number of fails relative to this fubjedl, by which I diould be able 
to prove,' that in thefe trials there could be neither connivance 
•nor iriipofture, nor previous arrangement ; but" this doflrine ftill 
•lies too much under fufpicion for me to dwell any longer upon it. 
I fhall only add, that twoEnglidi travellers, better informed, and, 
•if poffible, greater infidels thsm myfelf relpcdliug meftaefifm, 
‘ happening 



Digitized by Google 




TRAVELS TimOUGH FIKLAND. 



«7i 

happening to pafs by Uleaborg at the (anie time, flopped a day, 
that they might obfervc fome of the magnetical performances. 
From previous concert one of them was to aflume the appearance 
of being affeded ; but at the moment when the magnctifer fliould 
fcem confident that his art had taken efFecS, he who was to feign 
himfclf aflcep, at a Cgn given him by the other, w'as to awake 
in furprize, and thus difappoint the credulity of the operator and 
his audience. The experiments accordingly began : one of them 
was unfufceptible of the magnetic imprefllon, the other was ac- 
tually afledtcd, and his companion might make what figns he 
pleafed ; he was deaf, incapable of underflanding any thing, and 
in fuch a languid and lethargic flate, that every a£t of volition 
was entirely fufpended. The two gentlemen will probably give^ 
fome account of their travels, and poflibly confirm the truth of 
my relation of thefe almofl incredible experiments. 

- It is to be regretted, that the mefmerians in general have their 
minds fo heated by the extraordinary, I had almofl laid fiiperna- 
tural, afpc(£lof thofc phenomena, that they fulFer thcmfelves to, 
be lo hurried away by the imagination, as to mount to the Ikies 
in order to find the phyfical cauft of thole effects among the 
clouds, inflead of confulting and invefligating nature in the prac- 
tice of frequent experiments, and with that Ibbriety of mind 
which ought to be the faithful guide of philolbphy in all her in-, 
quiries into the caufes of things. The imagination, fafclnated 
and enflaved by the charm of fomething preternatural, tries, 
while be w ildcred with confuled conceptions, to divine the meaning, 
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the purpofc, and the end of objects ; and while it ratnbles about 
in the oblcure and boundlefs regions of conjecture, the true fpirit 
of inquiry lofes the thread of its oblervatious and of its analyfis, 
and bounding from one imperfect imprellion to another, is inca< 
pable of flopping to obferve, compare, and judge ; this was the 
infirmity of the good Baron. He fancied to himfelf, that the 
foul of the perfbn afleep was tranfported to regions of which the 
human mind, in conjunction with the body, can form no idea. He 
went into particulars flill more ridiculous, and aflerted, for inflance, 
that there all the fouls were drefled in white, and that they enjoye4 
in that feene of delights fuch agreeable fenfations as furpafs all con? 
ception. He believed, that in that flate of fleep they forelaw future 
events; and that their fouls being exalted to a .higher fphere of 
perception, they could fee many things that are invilible to the 
material organs of our imperfect vifion. Inflead of interrogating 
the deeper as to the nature of his feelings during his torpor ; iu- 
flead of trying to found the condition of his phyfical faculties, 
or queftioning him as to intelligible objects, his queries were al? 
ways concerning the white robes, the paradife, and thofe clifian 
fields, where, according to his theory, thefouls are in the fruition 
of every Ipecies of plcafurc, ever perfectly at cafe, and clothed in 
ihtiT robe chambre. He was defirous to receive intelligence 
from his anceflors, his great grandfather, or his late father ; and 
rfiey very kindly, in general, fent him their compliments by the 
mouths of thofe couriers in white jacketf. 

From the manner in whiqh I have dated my remarks, the 

reader 
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reader will be able to judge of the light in which I viewed this 
fubjeft. Having fucceeded in our tefearches concerning the elec- 
trical fluid, and what is called galvanifm, I think it not impoflible 
but we may dilcover fome other fluid, or material fubftance, 
which fliall have its particular laws, relations and affinities. I am 
of opinion, that in animal magnetifm we meet with appearances 
which cannot be traced to the imagination as their caufe, nor in- 
deed to any caufe known or flated by the enemies of this doiflrine. 
The French academicians themfelves, in their report on animd 
magnetifm, fliew, perhaps, that they beftowed upon it neither the 
time nor the candour and impartiality which a fubjedt fo difficult, 
and fo much entangled in the groflTeft prejudices, had a right to 
pbtain from them. Upon the whole, I conclude that we are ftill 
entirely in the dark as to this unknown caufe, which, though wc 
cannot as yet affign to it any name or determinate qualification, 
is not on that account lefs poffiblc. 

The proficiency of the Baron in the magnctical fclence has not 
met with very great fuccefs in making profelytes at Uleaborg : 
for though this country is removed from the centre of intelleftual 
improvement, yet the diffufion of knowledge has been fo univer- 
fal,in the courfe of the eighteenth century, that its falutary effefts 
have been felt even here, and men’s minds are fufficiently en- 
lightened to be upon their guard againfl the illufions of impofturc. 
Befides, the Baron is alone ; he Is deftitute of that co-operation 
which, by working on the fentiments of others, in all times and 
places, by continually urging and preffing upon them a fubjcil 
. VoL. I. Nn which 
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which they at firft are unwilling to believe, renders it familiar to 
their thoughts, and in the end commands the belief of the cre- 
dulous. The whole aggregate of fociety is made up of wife men 
and fools. The wife men proudly rejeft a doftrine which cannot 
furnifh rcafonsfor pretended fads ; a dodrinc, the reality of which 
can be referred to no known caufe, and fenfible to what a pitch 
of refinement impoflure may be carried, they are prone to doubt 
every thing, and are for ever afraid of being duped. The half- 
wife are in many cafes more fceptical than even the wife ; “ a 
“ little knowledge is a dangerous thing they will never talk or 
reafon on their belief: it is a maxim with them to believe as little 
as poflible, and thus they fet afide from levity what the former 
difapproved from depth of underftanding. The fools, however, 
are adually the moft dangerous to all founders of new dodrines, 
fuch as we have had under our confideration : they fondly embrace 
whatever addreffes itfelf more to the imagination than to thepowers 
of reafon ; they have a greater relifh for what is fupernatural than 
for what is philofophical : but (hould they take it into their heads 
to aferibe the phenomena that refult from the experiments before 
them, to the agency of the devil, the naturalift, whether he be a 
magnetifer or philofopher, willbejudged worthy of damnation, and 
pafs all the reft of his life for a magician. It is probable the Baron 
Silfvcrkielm was not difpleafed at the arrival of a number of ftran- 
gers, who furnifhed him with a pretext for reviving his dodrines, 
as well as for repeating his experiments on different inhabitants, 
who, but to oblige us, would not have fubntitted to his difeipline. 
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In provincial towns there are a number of circumftances in the 
traveller’s favour, which afford him ample compenlation for the 
privation he fuffers in refpefl of thofe amufements fo common in 
the capital. Hofpltality exifts there in a much greater degree; 
the ftranger is treated as a perfon of the firft diftindlion ; every 
body is dcfirous of fhewing attention to him, partly from vanity, 
no doubt, and partly to fill their own time by an agreeable variety. 
The cheapnefs of provifions doubles the traveller’s pecuniary re- 
fburces, iufomuch, that he is in a condition to play the firft part 
with the fame means that would be neceflary to his acting the 
laft in a great metropolis : in fhort, every thing is at his difpolal,’ 
every thing bends before him ; and his partiality for himfelf, as 
well as his natural fentiments, will influence him to prefer an eafy 
and peaceful life, in the bofom of a fmall circle, to the noify plea- 
fures and diflipation of large fbcieties. 

The tafte for focial entertainment at Uleaborg is not very ge- 
neral, The merchants are a diftindi clafs of themfelves, whom 
you never meet in other company : thefe are the moft unfavour- 
able to friendly intcrcourfe, and alfo the leaft informed. The 
perfons who compofe the ufual fociety of the place, arc fuch as 
are in the employment of government, from the governor down 
to the judges of the tribunal. The governors of provinces, in 
Sweden, are inftruded to invite and entertain at their houfes all 
ftrangers of any diftinction. General Carpelan not only obeys his 
inftructlons, but adds to the offices of politenefs and hofpitality 
the moft flattering marks of perfbnal friendfhip, iufomuch, that 
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he offered to accomodate us with lodgings at his own hou(e. 
We chofe, however, to remain at the houle of a merchant named 
Feldman, who did every thing in his power to oblige us, and 
under whole roof we found all that could contribute to render 
our refidence agreeable. 

The manners of the Uleaborg Ibciety have a great refemblance 
to thofe of the capital. The people have the fame inclination to 
play, and arc fond of pompous entertainments, and of formality. 
As the ftrangcr is always the principal perfon in company, they 
are at pains to confglt his tafle, and do every thing they fancy will 
be mofl: agreeable to him. The young ladies are exceedingly 
pleafed to be introduced to ftrangers, and ftudy to profit as much 
as they can, in a becoming manner, by their vifits among them. 
When you have been invited to fup at a gentleman’s houfe, it is 
a cuftom (which I cannot fay is extremely gracious), as foon as 
the entertainment is over, for all the ladies, young and old, who 
wilh to teftify the pleafure they have enjoyed in your company, 
to give you a flap with the hand upon your back when you leaft 
expect it ; and it is eflablilhcd as a rule, that the more forcibly 
the hand is applied, the more emphatic is the lady’s declaration 
in your favour. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Stay at Uleaborg continued — Cheapnefs of Living — Prejudices about 
fotne Articles of Eating — Bright Nights — Sport of Shooting — 
Chafe of t/x 'Tetrao Urogallus — Muftcal Party, and Concerts per- 
formed by the Author and fame fellow 'Travellers — Imprefion made 
by the Power of Muftc upon Uje Senfbility of thofe that heard it-— 
Turn of the Finlanders for Muftc and Poetry — The Runa, an 
ancient Piece of Mufc in that Coimtry — 'The Harpu, a mu f cal 
Infrument — State of Muftc in Finland. 

Our refidcuce at Uleaborg will ever be pleafing to our 
recollcdlion. Removed from the world, far from the liftlefTnefs 
of diffipatioii, out of the reach of ceremonious vifits, our time was 
devoted to ftudy, to the chafe, or to the pradice of mufic. Our 
hoftefs was labouring from morning to night to fupply us with a 
plentiful table, and to make our (ituation comfortable in every 
other refped. She killed calves, pigs and oxen, exprefsly on our 
account. The moft precious fpoils of the lea and rivers were 
procured for us, and purchafed without regard to economy ; and 
the reader will probably learn with lbmeaflonifhmcnt,that for this 
rich and luxurious diet we paid forourfclves ( two perlbns) and a 
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lervant, lodging, breakfaft, dinner, tea, coffee, and fupper in- 
cluded, not quite two guineas a week. 

Our fervant cooked our victuals in the Italian fafhion, and the 
people of the houfc were not a little furprifed at our manner of 
dining.’ Our good hoftefs was quite uneafy to fee us dine every 
day on foupe & bouillie, and it was not in our power to pcrfuade her 
that we did it from choice, and not becaufe fhe had not a greater 
variety of good things to fct before us. She endeavoured to vary 
our meals with different foups every day ; one day with a milk 
foup, another with a fbup of fago and raifins, another with a fbup 
of wine and milk, another with a, foup of barley or rice without 
meat. A difficult and important difputc arofc between her and 
our fervant on the following fubjefl : fhe would by no means 
fuffer the brains and liver of a calf or pig to be drefled ; every 
creature in the houfe was fhocked at the very idea of it. They 
are always ufed to give the hver and brains of all animals what- 
ever to the hogs, or throw them on the dunghill. We paffed un- 
avoidably for cannibals, or anthropophagi ; and fuch is the force of 
prejudice, that having prefled a perfon to ta'fte the brains or liver, 
he would not fwallow it, but fpit it out after he had tailed 
it. Our attempts to convince them of their error, and to 
ffiew them the rationality of our cuftom, proved utterly fruitlefs. 
They were likewile feandalized at our eating ftnall birds, fuch as 
larks, fnipes, thrufhes, upon all of which we fet a great value. In 
thofe northern regions thefe birds enjoy a ftate of unmolefled peace 
and fecurity : they not only were to us delicious fare, but afforded 
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US the moft agreeable fport in fliooting them : it is a diverfion, 
however, but of fhort duration, lafting only from the middle of 
May to the middle of June. 

This is a period when a moft furprifing change takes places in 
this country. All nature feems to awake almoft at once. That 
folitude, that filence, that lethargy of creation, gives place to uni- 
verfal and unceafing motion. The birds (ecm to arrive from all 
quarters of the earth, and people the woods, the fields, the fens 
and marfties, which re-echo their melody all around. The nights, 
equally fine and clear as the day, enabled us to prolong the plea- 
fures of the chafe. We ufed to dine, have our party at mufic, 
fup, and at ten o’clock in the evening fet out, and continue our 
Iports in the fields till about two o’clock in the morning. The 
light of the night was even more friendly to our purfuit than that 
of the day. The folar rays did not make the fame ftrong impref- 
lion on our eyes, and ftill wc had light enough for the purpofe of 
Ihooting. The birds in the courfc of the night were much more 
quiet, the wild ducks flocked from the fea on their way to the 
lakes and rivers, and" fometimes paffed direftly over our heads. 
The rivers and lakes, as well as the marfhy groupd in their vici- 
nity, fwarmed with ducks and fnipes of all deferiptions. Our 
pleafure as Iportlmen was not greater than what we enjoyed as 
naturalifts, from the great variety of different fpccies to which 
the inhabitants of Italy are total ftrangers. 

The chafe of the bird, which Linnjeus calls tetrao urogalluSy 
was perfeftly new to me. This bird is of the fize of a turkey, 
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and frequents woods of fir trecSw, Towards the beginning of June 
he fings in the night, perched on a branch, or the fummit of a 
tree. He has fuch extreme (agacit y and cunning, that it is almoft 
impoflible to get near him, except in the moment of his finging : 
then he has a convulfivc motion in his head and eyes, which pre- 
vents his feeing or hearing any thing. His chant or fong continues 
nearly a minute each time. The fportfman, during this ftiort in- 
terval, moves on as faft as he can to come within fight of him, 
and the indant the bird has done finging he (lips behind a tree, 
where he muft not ftir nor even (b much as breathe, left he (hould 
be perceived. In this manner he continues moving forward till he 
gets to a proper diftance for firing at him. It is ufual in this 
chafe to fix upon fome fpot in the wood as a place of rendezvous 
for the party ; and there a large fire is kindled, the fmoke of 
which may be feen at a didance. Some perfon is always left to 
take care of the fire left it (hould extend too far, and his employ- 
ment is to prevent its communicating with the neighbouring trees. 
Upon thefc occafions I had an opportunity of ob(ervinghow ea(y 
it is to fet a whole wood on fire. In the woods there is a ipecies 
of dry mofs, which is a moft dangerous conduflor ; and if the 
people are not extremely careful in clearing it away all round the 
fire. It will fpread a conflagration to the diftance of a mile in a 
very (hort time. The fportfmen, who frequently make fires in 
the woods for fome particular purpofc, muft be reckoned among 
the caufes of tho(e great conflagrations in Sweden and Finland, 
which we mentioned in a former part of this work. 
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This fpccies of fport had not the fame attrafllon for me as the 
{hooting of other birds ; we were obliged to pafs the whole night 
in the woods ; to lilfen to the fmging of the bird with the invi- 
dious ear of a fpy , to ikulk and fupprels our very breath, in order 
the better to catch the found of his voice ; and when at laft we 
heard him, it was ncccflary we ihould employ all the craft and 
artifice of a traitor, take advantage even of the fentimcnt of love 
ill this poor creature, and all this for the bale purpofe of killing 
him by furprife. In the chafe, as in every thing elfe, I love plain 
dealing ; I love to make the birds fly before me, to*purfue them, 
and to declare war before 1 fire upon them. One Angle bird killed 
upon the wing is worth ten aflaflinated on the branch of a tree. 

What contributed ftill more to attach us to our refidence at 
Uleaborg was, as I have before intimated, the accident of our 
meeting hcre.two gentlemen lovers of mufic, one of whom played 
the violoncello, the other the alto. Thus, with the alliftance of 
Mr. Skioldebrand, my 'travelling companion, who played the 
violin, and myfclf who played the clarinet, we were in condition 
' to perform a quartetto tolerably well. A quartetto at Uleaborg 
was a phenomenon no lefe out of the ordinary courfe of things, 
than the appearance of the moft aftonifliing meteor. There were 
not ten perfons in the town who had ever heard mufic in four 
parts ; nor probably from its foundation to the day of our arrival, 
had a quartetto been ever executed within its bounds. The reader 
will eafily conceive the pleafure we derived from the fimplicity of 
thole good people, who looked up to us as the gods of mufic, 
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as well as the fatisfaction we enjoyed from a fympathy with their 
feelings. 

Uleaborg, during the time of our ftay, had a concert every 
evening, op>en to every one that chofe to attend. Our audience 
increafed in number to fuch a degree, that we were obliged to 
hire an apartment larger than any room in our houle ; and our 
quartetto was conftantly honoured by a numerous circle of ladies, 
and almoft all the gentlemen of the town. It is impolTible for 
me to convey an adequate idea of the impreflion our mufic made 
upon our hewers. In order to make a trial of their fenfibility, and 
the effe£l of mufic on their pafllons, we compofed on purpofe a 
few pieces of an eafy harmony, the movement of whofe modular 
tions was natural and intelligible even to perfons unaccuftomed 
to the artificial refinements of mufic. We ftudied to alternate the 
movements of grand effed, palling from the higheft forte to the 
lowcft/i/a«e, and vice ver/a, by tranfitions of furprife. We pre- 
Icntly faw the tears trickle from the eyes of our feeling audience. 
As we realized the fabulous times of Greece, our Ipeflators pre- 
fented a moft interefiing picture, worthy of the pencil of the moft 
celebrated painter. The eyes of all our hearers were turned upon 
us ; fome feemed to follow with every feature of the face the 
movements of the melody ; we could read in the phyfiognomy of 
the Finlanders the character of the mufic we had played; every 
look became ferious at forced and ftrong modulations, while loft 
and melodious paflages leemed to dilperlc the cloud, and their 
countenances refumed their tranquillity. It was curious to obferve 
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the different gffeSs produced by the mufic on perfons of different 
conftitutions. One, for example, remained during the whole of 
a fonata fixed and fteadfaft, his mouth open, his eyes flaring, 
without moving his eye-lids, and apparently ftruck with a flupid 
aftonifhment : another, on the contrary, leemed to follow every 
ftep of the melody with his whole body, and appeared to fuffer a 
fort of mufical convulfion : but the moment we began to play 
their runa^ every eye was drowned in tears, and the emotion was 
general. 

The runa is a piece of the moft ancient melody of Finland, 
which is ftill retained by this people, and fuited to their national 
inllrument called the harpu^ probably the original of our harp, 
or a copy of the ancient citbara of the Greeks. 

The inhabitants of Finland have certainly a very fenfitive turn 
both for mufic and poetry. Indeed, it fhould ieem that thefe two 
arts go together, but the Finlanders have not made the fame 
progrefs in mufic as in poetry, on account of the imperfedlion of 
their national inflrument, and the attachment and veneration 
with which they have preferv.ed it. 

The barpu confiflsof five firings; andherewemay obferve the 
firfl flep in the origin of the arts. They had no idea of giving it 
more chords than there are fingers on the hand. The chords are 
a, b, c,d, e', and c being flat, the inflrument becomes tuned in 
a minor, the favourite note of all the northern nations. The 
chords are of metal, and not, like thofe of the violin and guitar, 
iiifceptible of being modulated by the fingers of the left hand. 

' Oo a The 
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The whole compals of their muficcoufifts of five p^tes, and with 
thefe five notes they play, they dance, and recite their poetry or 
ycrlcs. It is eafy to imagine the melancholy and monotonous 
effect of their mufic, as well as the impofiibility of improving it, 
until they Ihall abandon this five-ftringed inftrument. But bar- 
barous and half civilized nations are no lefs frugal of their mental 
than of their corporeal enjoyments : they can difpcnfe with the 
refinements of mufic as eafily as they are reconciled to fimplicity 
and uniformity in their diet and mode of life. 

• The introduction of the violin has operated fome change in the 
national mufic of that country. The extent of that inftrument 
feems to have roufed the genius of the Finlanders, and the mufic 
they play on the violin has acquired a character different from that 
which they perform on the harpu. I will prefent my reader with 
fome fpecimens of national mufic in the Appendix, where they 
will have an opportunity of feeing the nature of that ancient me- 
lody called runa, which is certainly diforiminated by a character 
not to be met with in any other Ipecies of mufic. It confifts in 
two periods, or bars of five crotchets each, which make two 
periods of eight notes : and I have divided that melody into two 
parts, in order to accommodate myfelf to the peculiarity of their 
verfe, each of which has eight lyllables, and two of them com- 
plete the tunc, as may be feen in die Appendix, N®. I. 



CHAPTER 



Digitized by Google 




TUAVELS THUOUGH FINLAND. 



s85 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Influence of the Northern Climate upon the Manners and Habits of the 
People — Hardjhips of living in the North, when compared to the 
fouthern Countries — Occupations oj the Finlanders in . IVinter — 
^heir Methods of catching Fijh — The Chafe of the Bear — Mode 
f /hooting the Squirrel — Dangers that attend the Chafe of tlse 
Seal — An Inflance mentioned of two Finlanders that were cafl 
away upon the Ice while in this Purfuit . . , ■ 

A TRAVELLER, who vlfits thefe countries daring winter, 
is apt to imagine that men, animals, and plants, are all con* 
figned to a profound fleep: nor is it ealy for him to conceive 
whence the natives derive the means of their fubfiftcnce. Seas, 
rivers, lakes, are all frozen up, andfeem to fhut out' the necelTary 
refource of filhing; the birds fly from thefe inhofpitablc regions, 
and hence afford no fuftenance ; the earth, on all fides covered 
with froft and fnow, is here cortvcrted into an inexorable prifbn, 
confining all her fruits ; — this unlverfal nakednefs naturally begets 
in the ftrangcr an expeftatioil of feeing everywhere poverty, want, 
and wretchedncfs : but one who has refided among thefe people 
will find, that they are neither lefs awake, lefs aftive, nor worfe 
fed than the inhabitants of the South. The diflcreut feafons here. 
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as every where elfe, give occafion to different occupations ana- 
logous to the climate, and the nature of the country. It is ne- 
ceffary to have even more activity and induftry in the northern 
diftridls than in the fouthcrly ones, inafmuch as the means of 
maintenance are more limited, while the wants of the natives are 
more preffing. How 'many things are men in want of in the 
North, that arefcarcely known in the South ? In the North fur- 
gloves, caps, fur-boots, woollen cloths lined with furs and fnow 
(hoes; thefe are not much known to the inhabitants of the 
fouth of Europe, but are here articles of the firft neceflity. If to 
the variety of things which are required to cover the body, we 
add a greater appetite for food, and defirc for Ipirituous liquors ; 
if we confider the Increafed difficulties that the women have to 
undergo in rearing their children, we fhall be fenfiblc how ardu- 
ous a talk, for ihftance, a peafant in the North has to perform 
in difchargiiig the common duties of life. Compared to him, 
the very beggars of other countries live in eafe and even luxury ; 
nor can he be put upon a par, in point of comfort, with the 
famous lazaroni of Naples, who, though ragged or rather naked, 
eafily obtain a living if they will but take a walk on the key, or 
launter along the harbour, with* no farther trouble than that of 
turning firft their faces* and then their backs to the fun. 

The inhabitants of the North, harallcd by a much greater 
number of wants, muft neceffarily acquire a larger ftiare of afti- 
vity in order to lupply them ; and from this circumftance arile a 
thoufand little diverfities of charaAer, which ferve to diftinguilh 
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them, even in their moral habits, from the nations of the South. 
The peafants during the winter are occupied, not only in, the la- 
borious performance of fuch bufincflcs as are moft advantageoufly 
accomplilhed when the earth is covered with ice and fnow, but alfo 
in preparing for their neceflary avocations during the fummer. 
They employ themfelvcs in making nets, cutting wood.conftruct^ 
ing cart wheels, and in tying up faggots for the fire. That of trans- 
porting things from one place to another, is one of the principal 
occupations of the Finlandilh peafantry in winter. They proceed 
to the foreft and cut down timber for building, and making their 
fledges, as well as for fuel and other purpofes : they drag over 
fields of ice and fnow fuch enormous trunks of trees, as they 
could icarcely be able to move in fummer. 

Hunting and filhing are alfo .avocations that are attended to in 
winter. Their mode of filhing is as follows : a couple of open- 
ings are made in the ice, and by means of ropes and long poles, 
they then contrive to pafs their nets from one opening to the 
other : the drawing out of the nets is attended with infinite la- 
bour. They have another method of filhing on the ice, which 
feemed to me extremely curious, at leaft the novelty of it excited 
my furprife. It is in catching filh by a ftroke of a mallet or club. 
In autumn, when the froft begins to fet in, the filherman courfes 
along the rivers ; and when he obferves a filh under the ice in 
fliallow water, he ftrikes a violent blow with his wooden mallet 
perpendicularly over the filh, fo as to break the ice. The filh, 
ftupified by the blow communicated to it by the water, in a few 
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feconds rifes quite giddy to the furface, where the man ftizes it 
with an inftrument made for the purpole. 

I have, in the preceding part of tins work, deferibed the man- 
ner of hunting the feal; I have alfo mentioned the practice of 
catching filh when the water is frozen, by means of hooks. I 
fhall now give fome account of the mode of attacking the bear. 
This is a kind of fport which requires great prefence of mind and 
Intrepidity, and it muft be acknowledged that the Finlander dif- 
plays thefc virtues in an eminent degree. 

It is but very lately that (ome few individuals have begun to 
ufe fire-arms in this chafe ; but there are ftill many among the 
peafantry, particularly in the inland part of the country, who will 
not expofe their life to the uncertain fhot of a muket, which is 
fo liable td be prevented by damp ; nor be poflefled of an inftru- 
ment which they think too coftly, even when of a very ordinary 
quality. The favourite weapon ofthe Finlander in hunting the bear, 
is an iron lance fixed at the end of a pole. At about the diftance 
of a foot from the point of the lance b fixed a crols-bar, which 
prevents the inftrument from penetrating too far into the body of 
the bear, or pafling through both fides. When the Finlander 
has difeovered where the bear has taken up his winter quarters, 
he goes to the place and makes a noife at the entrance of his den, 
by which he endeavours to irritate and provoke him to quit his 
ftrong hold. The bear hefitates, and feems unwilling to come 
out ; but continuing to be molcfted by the hunter, and perhaps 
by the barking of his dog, he at length gets up and rufhes in fury 
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from his cavern. The moment he fees the peafant, he rears him- 
felf upon his two hind legs ready to tear him to pieces. The Fin- 
lander inftantly puts himfelf in the attitude which is reprefented 
in the annexed plate ; that is to fay, he brings back the iron lance 
clofe to his bread, concealing from the bear the length of the 
pole, in order that he may not have time to be upon his guard, 
and confcquently to parry with his paws the mortal blow which 
the hunter means to aim at his vitals. The Finlander then ad- 
vances boldly towards the bear, nor does he ftrike the blow till 
they are fo near each other, that the animal ftretches out his paws 
to tear his antagonift limb from limb. At that indant the pea- 
fant pierces his heart with the lance, which, but for the crofs-bar, 
would come out at his dioulder; nor could he otherwife prevent 
the bear from falling upon him, an accident which might be 
highly dangerous. By means of the crofs-bar the animal is kept 
upright, and ultimately thrown upon his back ; but what may 
feem to feme very extraordinary, is, the bear, feeling himfelf 
wounded, indead of attempting with his paws to pull out the 
lance, holds it fad, and preffes it more deeply into the wound. 
When the bear, after rolling upon the fnow, ceafes from the lad 
dniggles of death, the Finlander lays hold of him, and calls for 
the affidance of his friends, who drag the carcafe to his hut ; and 
this triumph terminates in a fort of fedival, where die poet aflids, 
and fings the exploits of the hunter. 

The Finlanders are employed in dimmer in cutting down their 
hay and corn ; the lad tliey threfh out in whiter ; they build their 
VoL. I. Pp boats, 
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boats, go a-fi(hing, frequently a-fowling, and in the Ipring time 
hunt the fquirrel; which they kill with a wooden arrow fliot from 
a crols-bow, as is reprelcnted in the plate. 

This figure of the bow is accurately copied from the original, 
which my friend Mr. Julin purchaled, and brought with him 
when he returned from his cxcurfion into the interior of the go- 
vernment of Uleaborg : it has a ftrong refemblance to thofe with 
which the Dalicarlian mountaineers were armed before the time 
of Guflavus Vafa. It is extremely heavy, and requires great 
ftrength to bend it, even with the afliftance of a thong wWch the 
Finlander carries about with him tied to his leather girdle. The 
ancient ufages, fliU preferved in the country, are an inconteftable 
proof of the fimplicity of the natives, and of the little knoweldge 
they have acquired of our modern inventions. Thefe ufages are, 
however, worthy objedls of the traveller’s attention, and are now 
the more interefting, becaufe they are falling every day into 
oblivion, giving place to others of recent date. 

In fhooting the fquirrel they employ, as has been intimated, a 
fort of blunt, pointlefs arrow, that they may kill the animal with- 
out injuring the fkin : and what is deferving of being noticed, 
they do not take aim as we commonly do, by bringing the handle 
of the crofs bow near the eye, but fet it upon the belly ; and yet 
by this method, which appears fb awkward to us, they feldom of 
never mifs hitting the objedl. The arrow is too valuable to be 
loft ; for the moment it fells, it is picked up for another occafion. 

But the fpecies of hunting which fets the courage and enterprife 

of 
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of the Finlander in the very ftrongeft light, is that of the feal, or 
phoca vitalina of Linnaeus. The leafbn of this chafe begins when 
the fea breaks up, and the ice floats in (hoals upon the furface. 
Four or flve peafents will place themfelves in an open boat, with 
one trifling mafl, fet off to fea, and be more than a month abfent 
from their femilies. Thus they expofe themfelves to all the dan- 
gers of the high feas, have a fmall fire which they kindle on a fort 
of brick hearth, live upon the flcfh of the feal, which is extremely 
good, and bring home the fat and the Ikins. The perils which 
thofe voyagers have to ftruggle with are incredible : they are every 
inflant between maffes of ice which threaten to crufh their bark 
to atoms ; they get upon the floating fhoals, and, creeping along 
them, fleal cautioufly upon the feal, and kill him as he repofes on 
the ice. Seven years ago, two Finlanders only fet out in a boat 
for this chafe. Having fight of feme feals on a little floating 
ifland, they quitted their boat, and got upon the ice, moving on 
their hands and knees to get near them without being perceived. 
They had previoufly faflened their boat to the little ifland of ice 
they difembarked upon ; but while they were bufily engaged 
in their purfuit, a gufl of wind tore away their boat, when, meet- 
ing with others fhoals, it was broken in pieces, and in a few 
minutes entirely difappeared. The hunters were aware of their 
danger when it was too late : they were now left without help, 
without refource, without a ray of hope, on their little floating 
ifland. They remained two weeks on this frail fragment ; the 
heat which dimiuifhcd its bulk, aqd alfo its prominent fur- 
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face, rendered their fituation more alarming every moment. In 
the anguifli of hunger, they gnawed the flefli of their arms : they 
faw the gulf of death opening gradually under their feet; they 
embraced each other, determined to plunge together into the lea, 
and put an end to their mifcry, from which they had no prolpedl: 
of clcaping : they had hailed the day for the laft time, when they 
difcovered a fail. How great muft have been their joy ! One 
ftript olFhis Ihirt, and fufpended it on the muzzle of their gun: 
the veflel was a whalc-filher which oblerved them ; and putting 
out her boat, laved thefc two men from impending death. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Some of the Manners and Cufloms of the Inhabitants of Finland de- 
Jcribed — Their Modes of Courtjhip:— Ceremonies attending Mar- 
riage — The ufe of Vapour-Baths among the People at large and 
efpecially among the Peafantry — Some Particulars of this Manner 
f bathing — The extraordinary Tranfition fr om Heat to Cold 
which the Finlanders can endure. 

Nothing could be more curious than to defcribe the odd 
and fantaflic cufloms of the northern nations, and the grofs 
indelicacies praflifcd among them on certain occafions : but I 
fhall confine my remarks to their marriages and their baths. The 
peafants of the province of Savolaxa, in Finland, have a very fin- 
gular mode of making love. When a young man feels an attach- 
ment for a young woman, he commiflions fbmc aged dame to 
acquaint the objeft of his love with his paflion, and at the fame 
time he fends her fbme prefents. The old woman chufcs as the 
proper moment for executing her commiflion, that, when the girl 
is preparing to go to reft. While fhc is putting off her cloaths, 
the woman takes an opportunity of getting into her prefence, and 
beftowing many praifes upon the lover. When the girl has heard 
all fhehas to fay, the dame flips fome prelent, perhaps a handker- 
chief. 
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chief, or ribband, or fome piece of money, into her bofom. If 
the girl does not with to have any correfpondence with her ad- 
mirer, (he gives back the prefents to the mediatrix, who immedi- 
ately conveys the unpleafing intelligence to her employer. It Is 
to be obferved, however, that this firft refufal of the prefents is 
not deemed a decifive proof of diflike. The lover does not yet 
delpair of foftening the heart of his miftrefs; by a repetition of 
his attempts he may fllll hope to accomplifh his objeft. The 
pofitive mark of an invincible difapprobation and rejedtion, and 
after which there is no longer any further ufe in negociation, or 
room for hope, is, when the young woman, inflead of giving the 
box containing the prcfent back to the ambafTadrels with her 
hands, (he unloofes the cindlure that keeps her drefe clofe to her 
waift, and lets it fall between her breaft and her fhift down to the 
ground. But if, on the contrary, fhe retains the prefent, then the 
young people confider themfelves as engaged to each other, and 
nothing but the marriage ceremony is wanting in order to confti- 
tute them hufband and wife. 

On the wedding-day, fome peafant among their neighbours, 
with the title of fpeaker, or orator, does the honours of the feafl. 
This orator is generally a perfon who is not only endowed with a 
natural talent for (peaking, but is alfb an improvijatore ; for he is 
cxpedled to make extempore verfes fuitabletotheoccadon, orany 
incidental circumftances : but the moft curious and interefting 
ceremony of all, is that which takes place on the day after the 
marriage. All the guefts being aflembled, as on the day of the 
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ceremony, the new married man is obliged to declare, whether 
or no he found his bride a virgin. If he anfwers in the affirma- 
tive, the orator, either in verfe or profe, celebrates the happineis 
of the young couple on the preceding night, and drinks to their 
health out of a clean, well fcoured, and bright cup. If in the 
negative, there is on the table a dirty and mean veflel, out of 
which he is obliged to drink. In the bottom of this utenlil is a 
hole out of which the liquor runs, and is fpilt on the ground at 
one end, whilft it is emptied by the orator at the other. He 
after this makes fome remarks, and gives fome counfels of no very 
pleafing nature, to the bride. When the orator has finilhed his 
harangue, in either of thefe cafes, he takes up a pair of the bride- 
groom’s breeches, which are at hand for the purpofe, and thumps 
the bride with them luftily (but not on her head or the upper 
part of her body), faying, at the fame time, “ Be fruitful, wo- 
man, and don’t fail of producing heirs to your hufband !” 

It is a general obfervation, and which admits of no exception, 
that in proportion as tribes or focicties of nien are rude andfimple 
in their manners, they are indelicate on the fubjeft of that paffion 
which unites the fexes. That area res venereas, which Gro- 
tius held to be a univerfal fentiment, and charafteriftlc of the hu- 
man fpecies, in Otaheitc has no cxiftence. There was a cuftom 
which prevailed not a century ago in fome parts of Scotland, and 
which, according to tradition, was once general, almoft as grofi 
as that of the Finlanders. On the da^ after the wedding, when 
the marriage feaft was continued, as in Finland, it was cuftomary 
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for the bridegroom, creeping on all fours, to receive on his back 
a large pannier full of ftones, which he was obliged to carry until 
the bride, in token that fhe was no longer a maiden, came and 
relieved him of the heavy load, by throwing the pannier on the 
ground. 

In one parifh in Finland (one of thefe parhhes, it is to be ob- 
ferved, is equal in extent to a whole province in moft other coun- 
tries) it is the cuftom for young women to wear, fufpended at 
their girdles, the cafe or flicath of a knife, as a fign that they are 
unmarried, and would have no objeflion to a hulband. When 
a young man becomes enamoured with any of thofc damfels, his 
manner of courting her is, to purchale, or caufe to be made, a 
knife in the cxafl form of the fheath, and to take an opportunity 
of flipping it into the fheat (lily without the girl’s perceiving it. 
If the girl, on finding the knife in the (heath, keep it, it is a 
favourable (ympton : if not. It is a rcfufal. 

In the pari(h of Kemi, before the day appointed or propofed 
for the marriage ceremony, the young people deep together for a 
whole week, but without quite undrefiing; and this is called, 
of the breeches. It will, no doubt, be Immediately recollected 
by my readers, that this is an exact counterpart to the bunJUng of 
V the Anglo-Americans. If, in confequence of the familiarities 
that pafs during the “ week of the breeches,” their love be 
ftrepgthened.they marry; but if, on the other hand, their mutual 
afFcflions be ledened, the piarriage does not take place. 

■ Another particular that appeared very fingular among the cuf- 
, • toms 
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toms of the Fins, was their baths, and manner of bathing, Al- 
moft all the Finuifli pcafants have a fmall houfe built on purpofe 
for a bath : it confifts of only one fmall chamber, in the inner- 
moft part of Which are placed a number of ftones, which are 
heated by fire till they become red. On thefe ftoncs, thus heat- 
ed, water is thrown, until the company within be involved in a 
thick cloud of vapour. In this innermofi: part, the chamber is 
formed into two ftorics for the ^commodation of a greater num- 
ber, of perfous within that finall ,compa(s ; and it being the nature 
of heat and vapour -to afeend, the Iccond ftory is, of courfe, the 
hotteft; iiMci} and^.^jv'onaep ufc the bath promifeuoufly, with- 
put any cqncealmep^ , of ,drcls, or being In the leaft influenced 
by a^y cmfl^(qns^qfiatt^meji,t j If, jhowever, a ftranger open the 
door, and copnc on the bathers by furprile, the women are not*a 
lijttle flwt,lcd at his appparappe ; for, befides his perfon, he intro- 
duces along with him, by opeqing the door, a great quantity of 
light, which difeovers at once to the view their Ctuation, as well 
as forms. Without fuch an accident they remain, if not in total 
darknefs, yet in great obfcurlty, as there Is no other window be- 
Cdes a fmall hole, nor any light but what enters in from fome 
chink in the roof of the houfe, or the crevices between the pieces 
of wnqd of )vhich it is conftrufled. I often amufed mylelf with 
furprying the bathers in. this manner, and I once or twice tried to 
go m aud join the alTpmbly ; but the heat was fo exceflive that I 
to^^ apt breathe, and in the Ipace of a minute at moft, I verily^ 
believe, mud have been fuffocated. I fometimes ftepped in for 
•.^you If ' ^ a moment. 
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a moment, juft to leave my tlicrmometer in fome proper place, 
and immediately went out again, where I would remain for a 
quarter of ail hour, or ten minutes, and then enter again, and 
fetch the inftrument to alcertain the degree of heat. My afto- 
niftiment was fo 'great that I could fcarcely believe my feiifes, 
when I found that thofe people remain together, and amufe them- 
fclvcs for the fpace of half an hour, and fometimes a whole hour, 
in the fame chamber, heated to the 70th br '75th degree of Ccl- 
fius. The thermometer, in contalSt with thofe-vapours, becatnC 
fometimes fo hot, that I could fcarcelv hold it in mv hands. ’ 
The Finlanders, all the while they are in this hot'bath, con-l 
tinue to rub themfclvcs, and lafh every part'df 'ftteir bddies with 
fwitches formed of twigs of the birch-trec;’*-lH'tenmin()teyith6y 
become as red as raw flcfti, and have altogether a very frightful 
appearance.' In the winter fcafon they frequently go out of the 
bath, 'naked' as they arej to' roll'th'emfelves iiV t\ie' fu'ow, when 
the cold is at 20 and ev'en'30 degrees below zero.*' 'They will 
fometimes come out, ftill naked, and converfe together, or wdth 
any one near them, in the open air. If travellers happen to pals 
by while the pfcafants^of any hamlet, or little village, are in the 
bath, and their afliftance is needed, they will leave the bath, and 
aftift ill yoking, or unyoking, and ‘fetching provender for the 
horfes, or in any thing elfe, w'ithout aiiy fort of covering what- 
ever, while the pafienger (its IhiVerihg with cold, though- xvf.ipped 

up in a 'good found wolf’s Ikin. There is hfi/thing mbfe'wohdci'*' 

' • ■ ! 1 I'.ri’ l ,1 , , l , }’/ jil j i 

* I fpcak always of the thermometer of a hunJred degree*, by Celfiur* , 

' ■’ • ful 
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ful than the extremities which man is capable of enduring through 
the power of habit. 

The Finnilh pcalants pafs thus inflantaneoufly from an atmo- 
fpherc of 70 degrees of heat, to one of 30 degrees of cold, a tran- 
Ction of a hundred degrees, which is the dime thing as going out 
of boiling into freezing watsr! and what is more aftonifhing, with- 
out the leaft inconvenience; while other people are very lenfibly 
affeifted by a variation of but five degrees, and in danger of being 
affli£ted with rheumatifm by the mod trifling wind that blows. 
Thole pealants alTure you, that without the hot vapour baths they 
could not fudain as they do, during the whole day, their various 
labours. By the bath, they tell you, their drength is recruited as 
much as by red and deep. The heat of the vapour mollifies to 
fuch a degree their Ikin, that the men eafily lhave themfelvcs with 
wretched razors, and without foap. Had Shakfpeare known of a 
people who could thus have pleafurc in fuch quick tranfition from 
exceflive heat to the fevered cold, his knowledge might have been 
increaled, but his creative fancy could not have been adided : — 

► 

Oh ! who can hold a fire in his hand, 

By thinking of the frody Caucafus? 

Or wallow naked in December fnow, ’ 

By thinking on fantadic dimmer’s heat ? • 

.) a CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

The national Poetry of Finland — Runic Verfes — Turn of the Fin- 
landers for Poetry — Manner in which they recite their poetical 
Compo/itions — Specimens of Finnijh Poetry — A funeral Elegy on 
the Death of aBr other — An odd ‘tale, called the Paldamo-Pafy— 
The Females particularly addified to the Amufement of Poetry— 
The Jau/jo Runot, or Mill Songs— A beaut fui Ode, or Elegy, by 
a country Girl, on the Abfence f her Lover — Lullaby of the Fin- 
nijh Nurfes — Songs intended for magical Purpofes, and, among 
other Virtues, fuppofcd alfo to pojfefs that of healing Wounds, and 
curingDifeafes — ThisSuperJlitwn prompts the Clergy to dif courage 
the Runic Poetry in which it is clad- — Probability, ari/ing from 
that Circumfiance and others,' tf the Runic Poetry falling quite 
into Difufe. ■ ' o 

't 

TThE fun of literature caft a feeble ray upon the mountains 
of Finland, long after it had enlightened the reft of Europe: 
this ray has been, however, preferved in the fingle univerCty 
of Abo. 

It has been frequently obferved, that letters can only be culti- 
vated in times of peace, and that the tumult and confufion of war 
are inimical to the fcicnces, which demand the retirement of aca- 

. demic 
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demic bowers, far diftant from the din of arms. Finland had been 
conftantly expofed to the incurfions of its neighbours. The Finns 
were themfelves invaders in the beginning of the chriftian era, and 
were afterwards in their turn invaded by their neighbours, the 
Ruflians, the Swedes, and the Danes, who carried on a predatory 
war againft them, laying all wafle in their incurfions. At length 
the Finns were at once converted and fubjugated by the fword of 
Eric the ninth, king of Sweden, who having, in the year 1156, 
made them the fervants of the chriftian religion, annexed their 
country to Sweden. From that time their fituation became im- 
proved, and poetry, which even before that epoch had cheered 
“ the dull abode of the fliivering natives,” extended its influence, 
and taking the lead of letters, was purfued by them with a dili- 
gence and fuccefs, which, every thing conlidercd, is very remark- 
able. 

The fpecies of verle employed by them is called runic, from the 
ancient Gothic word runoot. It is compofed of lines of eight 
trochees, or long and fliort lyllablcs, which do not rhyme with 
correlpondent endings, but are alliterative, or have like begin- 
nings, that is to fay, have two at leaft or more words which 
agree in a letter or fyllable. To explain this kind of verfe, we 
will give the reader a fpecimen from the only poem cxifting in 
the Englifti language, compofed in this alliterative ftylc, which 
is “ The Vifion of Pierce -Plowman, ” a curious monument of 
ancient poetry, written in the fourteenth century, and printed for 
the fecond time in 1 5 50. The poem begins thus : 

“In 



Digitized by Google 




THA’i'XLS TirnOUGH FINLAND. 



3oa 

“ In a lummer feafon when fet was the fun, 

“ I fchopc me to (hrubs, as I a flicep were, • - ’ 

“ In an habit as an hermit unholy of work?, 

“ Went wide in this world wonders to hear, &c. 

Thus in the following poem in the Fiunllh tongue : 

Nuco nuco pico linto 

■ Wefli wefli wefter eki. ^ ■' 

- In the Englifti lines the alliteration of the two firft are of the 
letter S, of the third H, of the fourth W ; and in the Finnilh the 
letter N in the firft, an'd W in the fecond. Verfes compofed in 
rhyme were of later introdu£tion; and when they fall in naturally 
with the runic, are not rejefted ; butflill they are not eflential to 
the latter, and are therefore not fought after. The repetition of 
the initial letters is very pleafant to cars which are accuftomed to 
it, and it is moreover perfeftly agreeable to the genius of the Fin* 
nifh language, and of great afliftance to the memory. 

Runic poetry has been from the moft ancient times cultivated 
by the peafants of Finland, particularly by thofe who inhabit 
Oflro-Bothnia, and the territory of Cajanaborg. On the Ica-coafts, 
in the neighbourhood of Sw'eden, there are few Finlanders who 
underftand or recite them, and fewer who compoVe them. The 
peafants acquainted with this poetry prefer the oldeft Ipecimens ; 
and many of this dais, unallifted by letters, through the fimple 
efforts of genius alone, aided by pra£ticc, are able to compofe 

runic 
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Tunic vcrfes upon a fubjedt I'uited to their genius with a wonder- 
ful facility, after the manner of the Italian mfrovijanti. To this 
I have heard Ibmc men of learning, who are fltilled in the Fin- 
nilh language, bear tcllimony. 

There is fcarcely any event, public or private, which does not 
find a poet amongft the Finnilh peafants to celebrate it. Tliey 
condole the death of friends, rejoice with them on marriages, 
rehearle talcs, fatires, &c. at their public meetings, in thefe runic 
verles, often extempore, and often fludied for the occafion, rarely 
committed to writing, and more rarely to the prefs. As to poems 
reciting the deeds of gothic heroes, and illufliating the monu- 
ments remaining of the times when they lived, none are to be 
found after the moft diligent refearches ; nor are there any runic 
verfes known of an earlier date than the reformation of Martin 
Laither. < • 

The manner in winch xhey recite their verfes in public is fin- 
gular, and faid to be derived from ancient pra£1icc. A circle is 
formed of the auditors, in the midft of which Hand the improvi- 
fator, and his repetitory coadjutor. Every line which the impro- 
viCitot lingS'pr (Itlivcns, i^repeated in the fame tunc by the coad- 
jutor, .who, taking upitJie laft' word, or the laft but one, finiflies 
the line withhiiii.,iand then repeats it alone. This gives the im- 
provifator time to [Jrepare the fucceeding luie, which he lings, 
feconded in. like maimer by his condjiitoj- j, and thu^ they both 
proceed, the coadjutbr ilways takidg up the hft words of the im- 
provifator’s line, and then repeating iti by. himlelf until tlve poem 
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is ended. During intervals, they recruit their fpirits with beer or 
brandy, and Ibmetimes continue the improvifation to a late huur. 
Dancing not being very common amongft the Finnilh peafantry', 
their amufemcnt at fairs, or at their private meetings, confifts in 
thefc kind of fongs, or recitations, fometlmes accompanied by the 
harp, if that inftrument be at hand, when the harper fupplies the 
place of the repetitor. 

I fliall now lay before my reader fomc Ipecimens of thefe 
poems, in which there will be obferved much redundancy of ex- 
prefllon, the fenle being continued through two or more verles, 
the phrale only varied, as in the eaflern compofitions. The Fin- 
nilh tongue is peculiarly adapted to this kind of phrafeology, as 
it is highly copious, and abounding with lynonymous words. . , 
The firft fpccimen I fliall produce is an extract from a poem^ 
or funeral elegy, compofed by Paulo Rentes, a Finnifli peafant, 
upon the occafion of his brother’s deceafe. This poem was printed 
at Abo in 1765. ' • .1 

■ “ The word went forth from Heaven; from Him in whofc 
“ hands are all things. • , ' 

“ Come hither, I will make thee my. friend'; approach. For 
“ thou (halt henceforth be my companion.' Colne down froiri 
“ the high hill ; leave the feat of forrow behind thee ; enough 
“ haft thou fulFered ; the tears thou haft flied are fufficient ; thou 
“ haft felt pain and difeafe ; the hour of thy deliverance is come; 
“ thou arc let tree from evil days ; peace hafteneth to meet thee ; 

relief from grief to come. _ _ .v.!. i i-; 

i Thus 
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“ Thus went he out to his Maker; lie entered into glory; he 
“ haftened to extreme blils ; he departed to enjoy liberty ; he 
“ quitted a life of forrow ; he left the habitations of the earth.” 

Proverbs are the refult of experience and wifdom ; and no na- 
tions, however barbarous, are found without them in their lan- 
guage. The Finnifh tongue has an abundance, many of them 
conveying ftrong fenfe and acute remark. They are for the moft 
part in runic or alliterative vcrle ; and, like the Hebrew proverbs, 
arc divided into two hemiftichs, the latter illuftrating the fore- 
going. The following arc Finnifh proverbs, literally tranflated : 

“ The good man fpareth from his peck; but the wicked will 
“ not give from a bufhel.” 

“ The wife man knoweth what he (hall do; but fools try 
“ every thing.” 

“ There is no deliverance through tears ; neither are evils re- 
“ medied by forrow.” 

“ He who hath tried, goeth immediately to the work ; but he 
“ who hath no experience flandeth to confider.” 

“ The wife man gathereth wifdom every where ; he profiteth 
“ by the difeourfe of fools.” 

“ A man’s own land is his chiefefl; delight ; the wood is moft 
“ pleafant that is his.” 

“ The ftranger is our brother ; he who comes from afar off is 
“ our kinfman.” 

“ When the morn breaketh forth, I know the day which fol- 
“ loweth ; a good man difeovereth himfelf by hb looks.” 

VoL. I. R r 
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“ The work is ended which is begun ; there is time loft to 
“ fay, what lhall I do ?” 

“ The tool of the induftrious man is fliarp ; but the plough- 
“ ftiare of the fool wanteth grinding.” 

The following comical tale is a fpccimen of Finnifti improvi- 
fation, by a young poet of the name of Vanonen, living between 
Wafa and Uleaborg. For this piece I am Indebted, as I mentioned 
before, to the governor of Wafa, who was perfonally acquainted 
with the poet, by whom, at the governor’s defire, it was diilated 
to one who wrote it out. The governor fet a great value on the 
original, and preferved it as a moft precious relic. I therefore 
think myfelf much obliged by the communication. Tire poet, he 
told me, was poor, becaufe he preferred the plcafures of imagina- 
tion to the duties of a pcafant and the labour of rural occupations. 
This young man, who can neither read nor write, has a native 
vein of humour, and is in his way very droll. He is of courfc 
heartily welcome in the houfes of the pcafants, whom he'amufcs 
with his mirth and pleafantry. ' ' < - 

The PaLdamo confifts of about two hundred and forty-eight 
lines. The fubjeft is a ridiculous retaliation, by a trick played 
upon a cuftom-houft officer, by a Finnilh peafant. I have heard 
people intimately acquainted with the pure import and genius of 
the Finnifti language, in reading this poem, break forth with en- 
thufiafm in its praife, and burft into laughter almoft at every line. 
The tranflation, though literal, and rendered word for word, re- 
tains but little of thole beauties and that humour, which confift 
in the brevity, precifion, and energy of the original language. 
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THE PALD AMO-PASTY : 

A Finnijh Tak, by tin Peafant Pan'onen. 

“ My talc is now let out in proper phrafe. I ling the treat 
“ which an inhabitant of Paldamo prepared for a commilTary of 
“ the cuftoms ; neither more nor lefs than a cat with the Ikiii 
“ and fur, which was baked and prefented to him for his fupper. 

“ It was on a Sunday evening that the peafants of the good 
“ town of Paldamo were aflembled together, and fell into dif- 
“ courfe about the inhabitants of the city of Uleaborg, whom 
“ they all pronounced to be a pack of knaves, and more cfpecially 
“ the cuftom-houfe officers, for they were paid for eating, and 
“ fcrupled to pay for what they cat, for they plundered the fledges 
“ and robbed the travellers of their provilions. 

“ Upon this (lays a jolly old fellow of the party) Tlhould like 
“ to take a little journey, if 1 could light upon agreeable com- 
“ panions; I Ihould wilh once more to fee our great city. 1 have 
“ fome tallow to fell, and butter to difpole of, notwithflanding 
“ the feafon has proved fo unfavourable.” The peafants all an- 
“ fwered with one voice, “ We have all a delire to take a trip to 
“ Uleaborg ; we will accompany you immediately into the low 
“ grounds.” 

“ Thus then fpoke another boon companion, famous for his 
f‘ droll ftories : “ To be furc, fays he, at Chrlilmas-tirac there is 

Rr z 
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“ no work to be done, and 1 would go with you with all my 
“ heart; but I bethink me how I lerved one of thefe officers 
“ lately, and I am rather fearful that I ffiall be known. You 
“ muftall underftand that I went lately to Uleaborg, and had an 
“ excellent piece of roaft veal in my fledge with me, which the 
“ officers took away, though I told them I could not fpare it, as 
“ I was at a diftance from home, and brought it with me to 
“ eat in town whilft I flaid there. All I could fay availed me 

I 

“ nothing: thofe greedy fellows were rcfolvcd to have my roaft 
“ veal, and fo they took it from me. Oh ! to be fure they are 
“ fad dogs, and plunder the peafants of their provifions at a 
“ fhocking rate. 

“ When I returned home, continued he, I told my wife how 
“ ] had been ferved, and I got heartily fcolded by herforit. What 
“ a cowardly fot you are, cried Ihe, why did you not break the 
“ officer’s head? Give him your roaft veal truly ! Give him the 
“ devil to ftutfhis maw with ! — Thus did my wife exclaim ; but 
“ what (he fiid put a thought into my head ! Ah ! Ah! cried I, 
“ my gentlemen ! it (hall not be long before I am even with you 
“ As 1 (aid thefe words I fnatched up our great cat by her hind 
“ legs, and I prefently difpatchcd her. — Now, lays 1, wife, put 
“ fomefire into the oven, and I will get ready lome pafle, and 
“ pufs (hall be bafted in a pafty. — As I faid this, my wife flopped 
“ me — truly (he would have our cat’s (kin to line her pclicc with! 
“ Upon which 1 faid to her rather angrily — What, you are for 
“ giving the rogues of officers a titbit, arc you ? If we flrip olT 

, . • “ the 
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“ the cat’s fkiii, thefe gentry will take our puls for a fine Paldamo 
“ hare, and grow more and more in love with our good things ; 
“ and thus the (ledges of our poor townfmen will never efcape 
“ being plundered; no, no, fays I, they (hall have the cat, Ikin 
“ and all, and then they will fee that we can be a match for their 
“ thievery. 

“ My wife was not very well pleafed to give up the cat’s Ikin, 
“ but (he was fain to comply, and fo the cat was put into the 
“ party with the (kin on, and the party put into the oven. 

“ When the party was baked, it was fet by till morning, and 
“ then clapped into a fack, and away I fet off merrily for Ulea- 
“ borg. Upon the road I lighted upon a peafant who was travel- 
“ ling the fame way. Says my new acquaintance. Can we crols 
“ the river by the bridge ? I cannot tell you, anfwered I. But 
“ when weeame to the riverfide, we found orders had been giv'cn 
“ to rtop the partage over the bridge ; for, fays the carpenter, who 
“ was hard at work upon the barricade. None of you peafants of 
“ Paldamo are to pafs this way. — So we crorted the river over the 
“ ice farther up, and when we came to the cuftom-houle I pre- 
“ fented the officer with a fmall party out of my lack. What 
“ do you mean by this, fays he; you do not furcly intend to 
“ make the firft coramirtary of the curtoms (o trifling a prefent 
“ as this is ! Come, come, I know you Paldamo peafants are never 
“ without a good large party of j.ack, or fomc other excellent filh; 
“ give me the largert you have, one that will do credit to your 
“ town. This, you muft fuppofc, was juft what I wilhed to hear; 

“ fo 
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“ (b out I lugged the large party that had the cat baked in it, and 
“ I gave it to the officer, who was fo w'cll plealed, that he invited 
“ the other peafant and me to take a cup of coffee with him ; 
“ and fb wc did ; and he gave us a glafs of punch after it, and a 
“ bumper of excellent brandy befides; after which wc took our 
“ leave, and went our ways.” 

“ Thus ends the peafant’s tale which he told to his neighbours 
“ ofPaldamo, and which I, Fanmen, have put into verfe for the 
“ delight of all who fliall hear it: and I fuppofe I fliall get much 
“ fuch a prefent for my compofition as the firrt commiffary of the 
“ curtoms had for his civility — one of pufs’s hind legs ; for the 
“ officer eat the other, as you murt next hear. 

“ The commlflary Ritzl, forfo this officer was named who had 
“ received this noble prefent, was fat down to his fupper, and the 
“ Paldamo-party was placed before him. He firrt cut off a dice 
“ of the crurt, which he tarted, and found very relifhlng and 
“ good : he next pulled out one of the cat’s hind legs. To be 
“ fure he fcratched his mouth with the claws ; but that he 
“ thought might be the pike’s teeth, for he fuppoled that the 
“ party had a large jack in it, and the cat’s hind leg before him 
“ was the joleof the jack. At length he opened the party, but 
“ what was his artoniftiment when he beheld a party with a baked 
“ cat in it, (kin, fur and all ! 

“ He damped, he raved, he fwore — and at lad he broke out 
“ into thefe reflc£fions — Who could have thought that a pealant 
“ ofPaldamo would have prefeuted the firrt commiffary of the 

“ curtoms 
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“ cuftoms with a cat baked in a party ! What a wretch is man ! 
“ Who knows not, if he live to grow in years, what he may 
“ chance to eat before he dies, when I, a young man, was very 
“ near devouring a cat with her (kin and fur on. 

“ Thus endeth this tale, which I, the before-mentioned Va~ 
“ n'oncn, have compofed, and w'hich all allow to end well, and 
“ with great ingenuity.” * 

* I will fubjoin a vcilion in EngliAi rhyme of the fame poem, in which the lile- 
ral meaning of the original has likewifc been as faitlifitlly retained as poffible. It 
thus forms a droll fort of a ballad. 



THE PALDAMO-PASTY ; 
Finnijh Tale, by the Peafant VanCnen. 

A flory, I remember w’ell 
I once did hear, which now I'll tell. 

For 1, Vanbnen, (you all know it, 

A peafant, and, what's more, a poet). 

Did vcrCfy it in a llyle. 

That alt who hear fay ’til worth while : 

How that of cuflomt the Ctmmis 
Was trick'd (none better tricky could be) 

With lav’ry party of a car, 

That moufe had often kill'd, .md rat. 

Twas at Paldamo that a fet ' 

Of jovial peafantsonce were metj 
When ent'ring into merry chat. 

Of neighb’ring towns, and this and that ; 

They all agreed, and did declare. 

Knaves of more cunning any where. 

In any town the country round. 

Than Uleaborg's cou'd not be found ; 

And 
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The Finnifh word kalakucko, here tranflated party, figuifics a 
pye with fifli baked in it of fome fort or other. 

Uleaborg is fituated in an extenfive plain on the river Ulca, 

Ami if of them one worfe could be, 

Cammii of cudomt mud be he. 

The burghers, they were fain to cheat, 

Tliat they and families might cat ? 

But all thofe officers had pay, 

Yet peafants coming in their way. 

They of provifions did bereave. 

And fcarcely faid them — “By your leave.” 

Now, fays a peafaot, could Ifind, 

Like you, companions to my mind ; 

My fledge I wou’d this inflant take, 

And to that town a journey make : 

1 have fome tallow yet to fell. 

And butter that will pay me well : 

The peafants all replied, “Agreed, 

“ To Uleaborg let’s now proceed.” 

Hold there, my friends (cried a ihrewd knave), 

I mud not go, for doubts 1 have ; 

I now bethink me of fome pranks : 

Which 1 play’d there, will get no thanks : 

For 1 mud give you all to know. 

It is not many months ago. 

That 1 occafion had to be 
At Uleaborg, and took with me 
As fine a piece of roalled veal. 

As you would wilh fur at a meaL 
You know thofe dogs — a fly Cunmit 
Found it, and took it, fir, from me: 

I begg’d, intreated, and 1 pray’d, 

Saisl all 1 could, but all I faid. 

Avail'd me not a Angle jot, 

Have it he wou’d, wou’d 1 or not. 

I pleaded 
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which empties itfelf near to it i« the gulf of Bothnia. That river 
is alluded to in the foregoing tale. . i. . . 

. Chriflmas is a fealbnof leifure with the peA&nti of Finlaiul, as 

I pleaded I was iar from 'home, > 

To Uleaborg on bus' nets cooie,.., , 

And that I brought with me this meat, 

That I in town Itlightofit oat'; , ! , i- l i';. . 

Not paying merchants for my U<eittng«,'|) ' ial I - A 
1 wou’d not they thou'd pay my. keeping, on ' I' l 
Howe'er my veal be took, dpit’t douin iV. ' • - 
And I was 6 in to go without it. ! I . . ...... 

When I came home my wife did fooUl 
Two days her tongue the WOtt’d not ttSliii 1 
She call'd me fool 4 nd (iUy eif, -> c; i : r I >A 
Said none was dup'd’fo M myfelf! ,. .1 9 I i. \ 

You are (at laA the laid) fie hefty, n' .ni 
Give him your veal I give a cat>pafty I 11 ^ ..'.'J 
Stop there.' deer .wife, and fey no ndre, M; .. .. i . 

You won’t mend thpudeik fef en hdUT.i ..'i " 

Tlie words which ftm that tnoiMsit feidra.i 
Had put a thoitghtinto roy bead) li'dt- r ■'I i.'i; .‘f 
A trick to play this faid CwmaM, r> '.n .• r ' 

And fcrve hinrwoKoftiab he ferv'd-me, - 1 " .'y 

So puls 1 tods, and made taft fei, 1 

To put in pafte or he on fptt J t,.' ", .r- ..j- . . 'i 

But wou’d yo* tliiBk,i(ey fimphi wife' iK-. .•! . .m. j 
Seeing our cat depriv'd of .life, » ■. i d. .li ; O 

Begg'd thft BM fttan I'd let her take, 

Lining fur her fteUccito meke^ . .. i . I.' 

What 1 I exclaim’d, jn. angry fit, i i. _ , ' 

You are fot giving a tjvkttlt I 

Pufs without ikin,:fliCD'd } new balde, >;ii J 
The Ctmmt forillhW-Will felcet 'nu A ti ri-l: 

And our Paldamo’i geod iKinp mmer. -r ; v n i o'4 
Grow fond of thuihc wat'befera: 

Voi», L Ss Our 
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iheir corn is by that time thrcrticd, and thfe country covered with 

Ihow, every operation of hufbandry is at a Aand. 

ir. ]5?o incdadderable number of nmid fongs, and thofe not of the 

Our townrmen then wHl ni?er go free, ‘ 

But plunder’d evermore will be; 

No i puts rii bike as nature IcAit her, 

• With Ikin, fur, all that nature lent her. '' 

As I faid this, Our pufs in'haAe 'i .- 'm , • ; 

I roll'd up nkdtly lti a plAe; ' '* 

The party belt'll, without delay,' 1 

To Uleaborg I took nky way'; ' • „ • i > 

I crofs’d the river on the ice, ■’ ■ i . . i . :I 'r' 

And reachM’tbe office in 0 trice',' J''< ' '• ■ ■ . j> "t.-'i 
And there I faw my gaod Ctmmisr ■ '' > V '.,1; 

And glad, be alTur'd, I 'wu to fee. on ' ' '.i 

Saluting, I my prefent make, • • '!■' ' ' ; >'{ 

Taking from oiit my. bag a cake ; • .i . 

What's this you’ve bmught me here, cried lie, ■ ■ 

This is not futely' meant for tne; ■: i •• . 

Here, tako vour cake, I pray'now, back, ' ■< ' .i 
You’ve fomcthlng better in that feck ; rr*;! 'i 

You pcafents of Paldamo never . i ’ . 

Come hither strhKout fomething clever; ' •'iv ■. \ -f- 
I know, at home, you’re ne’er witbosU ' : ...j ; 

Firti-partics, either jack or trout; ■ I ri. ;n u'..' 

Come, fearch your bag, and fet ih« down ' <>/' ' ! 

One lhall do credit to your town. n ^ 

Thus fpoke the Cmsdus ; you may fwear, ' ' 1 

Tbefe words I was well pleas'd to hear; ' 

So out I iugg’d, without demur, 1 

Pufs in the party, fliin and fur. ' ■ ■ 

Better receiv'd no gift cou’d he; 

Aye, this is fomething like.l cried lie; ’ l' 

Now, my good peafent,'fer the fake . ' 

Of this, you muft refrertuneae take. ' 

-O Cofiiw j ■ • 
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teaft merit in .p<Mnt of compofition, are of the produftion of fe- 
males of the clafs of Finnish pealantry. ■ _ , 

: Before the general ufc of wind and water-mill$» coria' was fe- 

• j ; ■ . .j ' I ■ ' ! ... . . 1. ;,>o I 







Coflee I had i poach too lie gave i : - ■ 

Brand)^ beCdet he nude me have. 

Mjr congees made, to town I went, ‘ 

And left the Camvf well content. >■'. i 

■ ^ Faldamo'i peafant now has ended 
His tale, by neighbour’s well attended ; 

You too attention pay to verCes, 

Peafant Vanonen here reheaifes ; ^ ^ 

What gets Vanonen for his pains t 

Gifts' much like that the CiMimu gains ; ' • 'I- /i-'i ,• '■ > --i 

Pafty of cat, or fome fach nutter : 

But left yon think I idly chatter ; 

And talk thus when my tale's not clos’4, . - 

Becaofe I am to end it pos'd ; 

I now will haften the conclulioii, , ^ . , 

And fhew yon Ritzi in confulion i . j 

Ritzi, I fay, for fo 'tis f^’d, ^ | ^ 

Our officer by all was nam’d. 

The pafty you may think was not . 

At Ritzi’s fupper-time forgot; 

For being large, fuppos’d of fifti, ^ -- 

It made at ubte the chief dull. . 

i * ‘ s . t 

The commilTary tried the pafle. 

And found it relifli’d to hU tafte ; , \ 

Within the cruft he made a hole, 

And brought out what he thought a jole; i 

Jole of a jack, fo he d,d guefi, j ^ j ; 

Twat the Au«/-Ag, nor more nor lefs: • , .i- - 

His mouth he fcratch’d with pufs’s claws, ' , ' I 

“This hlh had flurp teeth in his jaws ^ ; 

And laying this, a doubt, arole, . . ^ 

Which Co clear up, on fearch he goes : 

St a Th .0 
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(kic^ torflfiur l)y tbd labour of the bands, either by poondiiig itf 
mortars, or by grinding betwixt two ftones. , iThis w4g a daily,- 
Mfkr Undiir fieUrib the womaa’s'lot to perform it in Finland, a&in 
other countries. During the long and dreary winters of that cli- 
mate, they were engaged in this work at horne, whiUl their hus- 
bands abroad were either, in pur.luit of game, employed in the 
necelTary bufinefs of feeking wood, forage, &c, A. 

To cheer their minds, and beguile their labour, iuch of the 
women as were unable to iavent longs, fludied the compofition 
of new ones; whilft others who were not fo happy ks to poflels 
that talent, fung thofe they had learned, whether new or old. In 

The party now is open laid, 

And all the ro§uc*s trick is difplay’d ; 

But wo'ds I want now to exprefs 

His rage, his fury, aifd dirtrcfs;' ‘ ^ 

He ftamp*d, he fwotc, with partion rtuttei’d. 

But calmer grown, thefc Words he utterM: 

How wretched man ! Expos'd to cheats! 

At meals who knows not what he eats ! 

This day it may be leg df cat. 

To-morrow fomething worlc than that ; * 

Thro" life in all thin^_ thus'Ws chcaied, ^ " 

And raoft when beft he thinks he’s treated ; * ■* 

* . . I . , A 

One truth he 6rmly itiay tclievc, . , 

That death lhall Turely not deceive ; 

But howe’er fumptuoufly he eat, ' ' ’ . 

For worms at laft will mlalr hntt meat. ' ' ' ■ ’ ’ 

Titus ends Vinoneit’s ta?c', which you ' * 

Have liftcii’d' with altenddn to ' ■ 

I trull you think it well bellow’d, ’ ' " 

For ail allow tlie moial good. ‘ i 
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one of thefe a female pealant dcfcribes herfelf at work in thefe 
words : t 

‘ Pa'iwat pyorin peikeleifsa - 

Kiwen puufla kiikuttelen. 

Fix’d to this mill all day I (land, 

And turn the (lone with patient hand. 

Thefe (oiigs, called jauho runot, or nuU-fongs, are for the mod 
part fung to a flow plaintive air. If two women arc employed at 
the mill, they are fung in parts by both of them; but when they 
relieve each other, (he only fings who works. Thefe fongs are 
compofed on a variety of fubje£ls ; (bmetimes grave and ferious, 
at other times ludicrous and (atirical ; one while a love ftory, and 
not infrequently the praifes of fomc heroic aftion. 

Love, which is the great bufincls of the fex, is, as may well be 
fuppcifed, the topic upon which the energies of the Finnifh pocteft 
are chiefly exercifed ; it is, however, not an cafy matter to procure 
(pecimens of thefe fongs, as they are generally fung by the young 
women at meetings, to which men arc rarely or never admitted, 
Mr. Pranzen, of Abo, prefented me with a long, the compofition 
of a country girl, a native of Oftro-Bothnia, and the fervant of 
the magider or the clergymars of the village, where (he had con- 
ftahtly reflded. It is compofed on the occafion of her lover’s ab- 
fcnce, in a (lyle of natural fimplicity, (Irong fentiment, and bold 
figure, to attain which, more cultivated underllandings (bmetimes 
labour in vain. The thought in the (econd flanza, if not altoge- 
; • thcr 
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ther new to poetry, has fomething in it very ftriking, is prettily 
introduced and well turned. This little piece, confidered as the 
produ£liou of a girl who could neither write nor read, is a won- 
derful performance. It is nature’s poet delivering the diflates of 
her heart in the words which Jove has fuggefted, and “ fnatching 
“ a grace beyond the reach of art” This Finnilh Sappho, amidd 
all the fnows of her ungenial climate, difeovers all the warmth 
of the poetefs of Lelbos. I lhall lay before the reader two iranf- 
lations of this fong, the one in prolib, the other in verfe. 

The following prole tranllation is as near the original as the 
Englilh language can approach the Finnilh — 

I. 

“ Oh ! that my beloved were now here ; That his well-known 
“ figxire were but before me ! How Ihould 1 fly into his arms, And 
“ kilshim though his face were belhieared with the blood of a 
“ wolf! How Ihould I prefs his hand. Even though a fnake were 
“ twilled round it !” 

II. 

“ Alas ! why have not the winds underllanding ? and why is 
“ the breeze bereft of fpeech ? The .wind might exchatige fenti- 
V ments betwixt my beloved and oae. The breezes might every 

r 

“ inftant carry my words to him and bring back his to, me.’’ 

III. ; . ! ^ 

“ How then would the delicacies of the redtor’s table be neg- 

ledled I How inattentive Ihould I be to the drcls of his daugh- 

“ ter ! 
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“ ter! I (hould leave every thing to attend upon my beloved, 
“ who is the dear objeft of my furnmer-thoughts, and winter- 
cares.” 

t This verlion in rhyme is neither fo clofe as metaphrafe, nor lb 
dillant as paraphrale. 

I. 

I ■ * ' .1 / 

“ Oh were my love but here with me ! 

“ Cou’d I his well-knovm perfon fee ! 

“ How fhou'd I fly to his embrace, 

‘ ' “ Tho’ blood of wolves diflain’d his face ; 

“ Prefs’d to my heart, his hand wou’d take, 

" Tho’ ’twerc encircled by a fnake. 

n.. . 

li I 

j ■ ■ j' “ Thofe winds that whifper thro’ the wood; 

. ' “ Why is their fpeech not underflxxxl ? 

, “ They might exchange^ the lover’s pray’r, 

^ “ And figh for ligh returning bear. 

.. •; ' ' III. ■ ' 

" Ill-cook’d the reftor’s meals wou’d be, 

“ Dreiflng his daughter wut for me ; . . 

« Whilft kitchen, toilet, I forfake, 

• • “ And thought of my love only take ; 

I ■ “ On that alone my care beftow, ■ ' 1 

(I ■ " My fummer’s wilh, my winter’s vow.” 

The 
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• The laft fpccimen 1 ftiall produce of Finnilh poetry, of female 
compofition, is the folfowiiig fragment of a fong of confiderable 
length, which the Finnifli nurfes are accuftomed to fing to ohiP- 
dren in the cradle. It may be coufidered valuable, inafmuch as 
•it marks the genius of the nation. The words were taken down 
whilft a nurfe fung them, and rocked her child to fkep. The 
perfon who wrote down the wojrds was well acquainted with the 
Finnifh tongue ; but the woman knew no more than this part of 
the fong, and no opportunity offered of obtaining the remainder. 
It is hoped no reader will be difpleafed at finding here fuch a 
fpecimen of genuine tendernels, fimplicity, and piety^ though in 
the form of a lullaby-fong. . . 

“ Sleep on, fleep on, fweet bird of the meadow ; Take thy reft, 
“ little redbreaft, take thy reft ; God (hall awake thee in bis own 
“ good time ; He has made thee a little bough to repofe thee on ; 
‘ ‘ A bough canopied with the leaves of the birch- tree ; Sleep (lands 
“ at the door, ahd fays ; The (bn of deep (lands at the door, and 
“ (ays ; Is there not a little child here ; Lying alleep in the cradle; 
“ A little child wrapt up in (Middling cloths; A child repofing 
“ under a coverlet of wooL” — . . .. . , - 

'a I * ' - 

The laft fpecics of poe^/y, of w^d> we (hai}l,ttpkf Mention, is 
that which is comn\pn‘botU to the Fimw and Lafilanders ; we 
mean thofe runic verfes whickJare fuppo&d.ta.iie endowed with 
magical and extraordtoary virtueeir Ttiefe' fttogs,' which owe their 
' ' ri(e 
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rife to the darkiiefs of gentilifm, were not filenced when thofe na- 
tions became enlightened by the gofpel ; they were even interpo- 
lated in the times of papal fuperftition for the purpofe of deluding 
the people ; and thefe will probably be the laft of the runic verfes 
that will be forgotten, as notwithftanding all the induftry of the 
clergy to root out fuch prejudices from the minds of the people, 
the Finns ftill privately favour and countenance thefe fongs, being 
flrongly of opinion, that they are pofTefTed of fecret virtues, and 
have a fuperior degree of efficacy when employed. 

In point of compolition they are confidered by many as inefti- 
mable monuments of antiquity, and perfcdl models of genuine 
runic poetry. They are diftinguilhed by their admirers from the 
common runic verfes fung at public meetings, which by them are 
accounted profane. Some of a fpecies named lu^ut, or lectures, 
are never fung, but delivered privately in a low murmuring voice, 
accompanied with horrid gefticulations. 

The Finns have many runic verfes which are fuppofed to con- 

■ . . . I ■/ 

tain healing powers, and thole are 'ftyled fanat, or charms ; as 
madan-fanat, charms for the bite of a ferpent; tulen-fanat, charms 
to cure fcalds or burns ; raudan-fanat, charms to heal wounds, 
&c. &c. 

Thefe charms, as has been already obferved, are very numerous; 
and though not ‘much efteemed by the inhabitants of the fea- 
coafl, arc in the higheft repute amongft thofe who dwell in the 
interior and mountainous parts of the country. This is likely 
to continue to be the cafe, as long' as the praflice of phyfic re» 
VoL. I. T t mains 
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mains in the hands of itinerant empirics and ignorant old women. 
They jointly with charms ufe fome fimple remedies, as lalt, milk, 
brandy, lard, &c. but attribute the cures they perform to the fu- 
perior efficacy of the verfes they fing during the application ; the 
chief theory and foundation of their pradlice confifting in a be- 
lief, with which too they impreft their patients very ftrongly, that 
their complaints arc occafioned by witchcraft, and can only be 
removed by means of thofc incantations. 

Of theft charms it is not eafy to obtain (pecimens, as they who 
are verfed In them arc unwilling to communicate them to literate 
men, elj>eclally when they fee them prepare to commit them to 
writing, as they fear to be reported to the maglftrate or clergyman, 
and punifhed, or at leaft chided, for their fuperftition. It is a pity 
the clergymen will not be at the pains of difcriminating betwixt 
the verfes, which arc the produftion of fuperftition, and thoft of 
an innocent nature. So far are they from attending to this par- 
ticular, that they do their t^tmoft to difeourage runic poetry in 
general, and without exception; which, partly on that account, 
and more owing to the natural changes which .a length of time 
brings about in all human affairs, are rapidly falling into difuft, 
and in a few years will be only found in the relations of travellers. 

The intelligent reader will have remarked the perfect fimilarity 
between theft fongs of the Finlanders and thoft of the early Gre- 
cians: the fame fimplicity of compofition, diflated by identity of 
occupation. Almoft every profeffion among that gay, lively, and 
incomparable people, had its peculiar fong. Specimens handed 

down 
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down from the remoteft antiquity might be adduced, of thofe 
fung by grinders of corn, by lovers, and by nurfes, quite in con- 
formity with the Finnifh fongs which precede. But it is unnecef- 
fary ; for as the lame caules arc found invariably to produce the 
fame effefts, fo muft the manners of rude and uncultivated people 
be always the lame. If there be any caule for admiration, it will 
arile in finding lb little difference of manners and lentiments be- 
tween the inhabitants of the coldell regions, and thofe living in 
the moft temperate and genial climates. 



Tt 2 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

'Departure from Uieahorg — Difficulty of travelling to the North 
Cape, through Lapland in Summer — Plan adopted by the Author 
and his Friends — Preparations for the Journey : and Acceffion 
of two fellow travellers — AffeSling Farewell — Journey purfued > 

— Defcriptlon of a Finlandijh Dance — Some Specimens of Mufic 
— Amufement at Hutta — Arrival at Kemi. 

TT HE time was now approaching when we were to take leave 
of our friends, and profecute our intended travels to the North 
Cape. This journey appeared to every body at Uleaborg chi- 
merical, and a projeft that would be found impradbicable on ex- 
periment. Every perfon of our acquaintance pidtured Lapland 
to us in the moft frightful colours : they aflured us from authori- 
ties true, or fuppofed to be true, that in fummer it was ablblutely 
impoflible to find a road, or to pals from one place to another. 

Our friends confoled themlelves, in the prolpedl of our departure, 
with the idea, that we fhould loon ourlclves be convinced of the 
impradticability of our plan, and being difeouraged by the firft 
obftacles we Ihould meet with, they fhould foon have the plea- 
fure of feeing us ^in on our return to Uleaborg. 

In the courfe of our flay here we had ftudied to obtain infor- 

matioa 
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matioii refpefUiig this journey from every perfon we could hear 
of who had vifited Lapland; we wrote to a merchant atTornea ; 
we procured intelligence from fome clerical miflionaries, who had 
been in Lapland ; but there was not one individal who could 
give us the fmalleft advice, as to the manner or even the poflibi- 
lity of travelling in that country in fummer. They all had been 
there in winter only, and had travelled in fledges drawn by rein- 
deer : the miflionaries, in like manner, refide there only in win- 
ter, and return for the fummer to villages which have an open 
communication with fome town. There was not an individual 
who could furnifh us with a diftindt idea, or any latisfadlory in- 
formation on the fiibjedt. All Teemed, to a man, to be firmly of 
opinion that the journey was not to be accomplifhed. They knew 
perfedlly well how we might get to Upper Tornea, to Kcngis, to 
Kollare ; but no mortal could tell us how it was pradticable to 
penetrate the length of Muonionifca. They were pretty accurately 
acquainted with the road that leads to the church of Jukasjeri, 
and a lake which forms the fource of the river Tornea ; but we 
cholc to avoid this route, which different travellers had gone be- 
fore us, and which is already fufficiently known. We were re- 
iblved to follow the footffeps of no one, but to trace out a line 
pf road for ourfelves, or not to engage in it all. It was oui; 
plan to keep as much as poflible in a line of the meridian to Tor- 
nea, and proceed towards the North Cape in the ftraightefl: di- 
redtion poflible. In order to gain our objedt, it would be necef- 
lary to leave the river Tomca^ to follow the courfc of the Muo- 

nio, 
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nio, at all events to reach Muonionifea, and from MuonionKca 
to diredt our fteps towards Kautokeino. Having arrived at Kauto- 
keino, we fliould find ourfelves on the borders of a river which 
fells into the Frozen Ocean; and we prefumed, that having em- 
barked on this ftream we could glide down all the way to the gulf 
of Alten, with the lame eafe as the water of the river itfelf. That 
liaving got to Altcn, we Ihould certainly penetrate to the North 
Cape, either by water or on foot, and return by the feme, or fuch 
other way as circumftances and our topographical information 
might recommend as the moft convenient and fure. 

The whole of this fcheme of travel, which we meant to purfee, 
was regarded as a cajlle in the air, reared by an Italian, who had 
lightly taken it into his head that Lapland was juft fuch another 
country as Italy ; and who was wholly in the dark as to thofe 
difficulties which are met with in a diftrift fo fer to the norths 
Our propofed enterprilc had given occalion to much converfetion 
in the neighbourhood ofUlcaborg, and people Ihewed much 
curlofity to fee us. M. Julin, a good naturalift, and poflelTcd 
with a ftrong defire of acquiring farther knowledge and informa- 
tion, being tempted by our plan, and the confidence he repoled 
in us, and fuffering himfelf to be perfuaded by our importunities, 
confented to accompany us, and to divide with us our pteafures 
and pains. Mr. Caftrein, miniftcr of Kemi, a man extremely 
well informed, and a botanift, feemed alfb dilpolcd to join the 
party ; and thus our hopes of fiiccefe in the undertaking were very 
confidcrably raifed. We were proud of having made two fuch 

important 
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important acquifitions* and.wc speared in our own eyes to have 
half conquered the difficulty of reaching the North Cape. Influ- 
enced by thefe cheering ideas, we made the neceflary arrange- 
ments for our journey. 

We purchafed a Ruffian tent to ffielter us from the rain and 
the inclemencies of the weather ; and laid in a flock of proviflons 
for twenty days. This confifled of bread, bifeuit, cheefe, and dried 
flelh of the rein-deer, with a calk of brandy. We provided our- 
felves with a double barrelled gun, a thermometer of Celfios, a 
map by Hermelin, and another by Pontoppidon ; a compafswhich 
alfo marked the hour, a box for the reception of infedls, tobacco, 
fulphur, and camphire for the prelervation of birds and (kins. By 
way of prefents for the Laplanders we took nothing but brandy 
and tobacco ; the former of thefe articles being, of all others tbo 
mofl acceptable prefent you can bellow. 

Our departure from Uleaborg brought out all the ladies and 
gentlemen of our acquaintance. Tliey formed a fort of prpeef- 
(ion, which accompanied us all the way to the boat that was to 
Carry us to the other fide of the river. It. was at ten o’clock at 
night, on the 8th of June, 1799, when the fun flill (hewed him- 
felf above the horizon. Our lafl farewell was tender' and affeft- 
ing ; and my departure from this town wilt bp a moment in my 
life ever grateful to my recollection. In thofe countries a maa 
is not afhamed of the tears of frieudfhip ; he feek$.not conceal- 
ment when feiatimcnt excites the emotions of grief or joy. 

.Having landed on the oppoflte fide of the river, we purfued our 

journey 
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journey in a kind of waggon or cart drawn by horfcs. The place 
where wc croflcd the mouth of die river is about two thoulaad 
yards broad; there are boats for the purpofe of carrying travcilera 
over, with accommodation for a carriage and horfes. Here the 
women perform the avocation of boatmen. 

We changed horfes at Sukuri, nine miles from Ulcaborg : the 
road was very good, though always in the midft of woods and 
meadow grounds, called by the Swedes ang, or/»g,from whence is 
obvioufly derived the Englifh word inge. In thofe countries mea- 
dows do not confift, as in other places, of open grounds without 
trees, but are in general covered with brufh-wood and Ihrubbery, 
to which they fend their cattle to pafture on the narrow pieces 
of grafs that run through thefc meadows. The great woods, in 
which there arc trees of enormous fize, ferve as a common pas- 
ture to all the peafantry of the neighbourhood. They conftantly 
hang a bell about the horfes’ necks, and let them run about in the 
woods for four months, without givingthemfclvcs the'leaft trouble 
concerning them. We changed horfes about four times after 
leaving Sukuri,' before we got to TefHle, a place conflfling of 
two or three wooden houfes. The above four ftages are too 
infignificant to merit any farther notice. f 

Having crofled a fmall river < named Leivaniemi, in a ferry- 
boat, the '(craping of a fiddle invited us to ent^ the hut of- B 
peafant, (landing on the left bank, where ten or twelve country 
people were dancing with'ali their might. Our entrance inter- 
rupted the fiance* and the hirprif^ occafloned by the qpvelty of 
. j OUf 
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eur appearance feetned at firft to lay fome degree of reftraint upon 
tbe dancers. The only one among them who fhewed he was not 
to be diicompoTcd was the fidler, who continued diligently in the 
pra£fice-of his calling; for he was blind, and confequently kneW‘ 
nothing of what happened around him. Thefe pealants, how-I 
ever, loon became familiar with our foreign afpedl ; and being' 
entreated to proceed and (hew us their dance, they refumed their’ 
places. ‘ . 

Their dancing confifted in the moft ruftic jumping, without 
the fmallefl grace, mixed with certain capers ; in executing which • 
the women made their petticoats fly about in the air. There was- 
no variety in their Heps, nor paflion in their attitudes, nor expref- 
fion in any one of their countenances. They danced with' the 
lame earned diligence that would have influenced them in the ^ 
performance of any thing by which they were to have gained their ‘ 
bread. The only variety that entered into this exercife, was a 
difference in the polition of their arms, which they alternately 
laid one over the other, in a very aukward nunner, without diA 
covering the mod didant notion of tade or natural grace. It was ' 
lotnewhat curious to obfervethofe people amufingthemielves with ' 
fuch a ferious air, and without even having the Tmalled dilpofl>' 
tion to finile. A pot of beer w® placed upon the table, ^vhich 
every body might make free with, but was ufed only to qucncht 
third. It was lb weak, however, and reduced lb much with wt- > 
ter, that it could neitlier lluptfy the fends, nor raife the Ipirits.of/ 
the company. Every creature, even the mulician, was quite Ibber, j 
•VoL. I, ' Uu a very 
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a very rare thing at a fcftival of Finlaadifli peafahts, where they 
generally regale thcmfclves pretty liberally with brandy. This 
party Of pleafurc apparently infpired fo little mirth, that otie could,' 
not help believing that the people danced from a lenfe of duty<; 
In the number of fix of leveh women, which the female focittyj 
was compofed of, there was not one tolerable, or capable of cx*j 
citing the fmalleft fenlatibn of tendemefs. They hirf coiarle and > 
vulgar faces, with fhapes ill-turned; and did not fuggeft tht^ 
flighteft idea of any thing plcafing or gfaccfiil. The lOng waift 
of their clothes, with very (hort petticoats, contributed ftill more • 
to reitder^ flheif figure difagrecablc. li ! , 

- After having looked at their manaer of danOiitg for fome time,; 
I took out my port-fdlio to note down the mufic. Scarcely had 
they leen me begin to write when they left off dancing, and came 
to fife what I wtfs doing. The blind fldief was unable to guefs ■ 
the c^ufc of thole interruptions, which diverted their attention 
from his mufic, and made them forget their dance. They at laft 
let him into the fecret, and we alked him to play us a couple of 
Finlandiflt dances, the moll truly, national ih his colleftion. He 
gratified OUT cutiofity, and I fucceediwl in taking down the tunes, 
which the reader, will find in the Appehdik. 

I After making 'a fraall prelent to the blind man, we withdrew 
febm tire ball-room, aitd mounted upon our waggon to profecute 
our joilmey. The blind fidler, however, waS Ibleitfibly touched. 
With 'our finall prefeut, that he got up, and under the condufl 
of all the duKcrs, not only followed us out of the lioufe, but a 

. good 
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good part of the way, couftantly eutortainiug us with the bed 
mufic he ha#. ■ ' ' 

In our progrefs fromTeftile W9 were to change horfes at Hutta, 
•a fmall village of four or five houfes, where they have one apart- 
ment for the accommodation of pafTengers. Bad weather and the 
fatigues of the journey determined us to pafs the night in this 
place. As it was dill too early to go to bed, we dudied to ena- 
ploy this interval in the bed manner we could. Some peafants 
and girls of the neighbourhood, prompted by curiofity to look at 
us, entered our chamber without ceremony. As we had Ibmc in- 
druments of experimental philolbphy along with us, wc wifhed to 
give the good people fbmc amufement : but the fird obje£l that 
attrafted the admiration of the men and young people, was my 
double barrelled gun ; they fhewed fuch adonilhment at this in- 
vention, that I am fure I could have purchafed with it the houli 
^n'3 all the women in it. They alkcd me how much I had paid 
for it, and guefling the price beforehand, one of them faid to me, 
“ At lead one thouland rix dollars.” They all exclaimed, “With 
“ fuch a weapon the old man in the pelice fmeaning the bear), 
“ would have no chance.” We Ihewed them our thermometer, 
a telefcopc, and lad of all, to put an end to their oh ! oh’s 1 
among other exclamations of wonder, we produced a microfeope. 
We prefaced this entertainment, however, by obferving to them, 
that before we could afford them any pleafure with this indru- 
ment, they mud catch us a flea. The whole company fell a 
laughing at this demand, but perceiving that wc were ferious, and 
* U u a j)crfided 
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perfifted hi our requcft, the young men began to examine their 
fliirts, as well as thofe of the girls, and there was general hunt 
for the little animal we wanted. The poor flea was never chaled 
with fo much anxiety as on the prefent occafion. One of the girls 
withdrew for a little, and (bon returned holding fall her prey. We 
jftrung the victim upon the needle of the mierpfeope, and Ihewcd 
it to our audience. It is impollible to exprefs the geflurcs, the 
exclamations, the cries of admiration, which the fight of this ani- 
mal of wondrous fize drew from them. Luckily the inflrument 
was of no great confequence, or I fhould have thought it in much 
danger of being broken in a thoufand pieces. Our fpe£tators, 
male and female, fnatched it out of one another’s hands with the 
moll aftonifliing impatience. They never feemed tired of examin- 
ing the different limbs and form of the little animal, accuflomed 
to live at their expcnce. , 

From Hutta to Kemi is about eighteen miles, which we ac- 
eomplilhed on Monday the loth of June. , 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

^hc mnifter of the Parijh of Kem~~Etvoirons of this Town — T/se 
River near Kemit Danger of navigating it — The Church, a mag^ 

. nificent Builtiing — Striking Contrajl it makes with the miferable 
Huts around it — Walk from Kemi to a Jhort di/lance to look at 
fame Church Bells — Experiment tried by the Author of a Fin» 
landijh Fapour-Bath — Some intelligence relative to Botany and 
Entomology — Departure from Kemi, and arrival at Tornea. ^ 

E were lodged at Kemi in the houle of Mr. Caftrein. This 
gentleman, whom 1 had not Iccii before, though I had. heard 
much of him at Uleaborg, was the perfon who propofed to at- 
tend us on our northern expedition. He is a man of extreme 
gentlencfs and politenefs of manners, and is pofleffed of much 
knowledge, though without pretention to it, and without being ' 
aware of his own merit. He fpeaks Latin well, French a little, 
and underftands Germali. Latin and German were the languages 
We preferred for our convertation* Mr. Catlrcin is the firfl mi- 
nifter of the parifh of Kemi ; and he has the fuperintendance of a 
country comprehending about nine hundred Engliih miles fquare. 
Befides his'wifc and children, he has eleven brothers and lifters to 
iiipport : by this numerous family he is looked up to as their com- 
'li . mon 
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mon father, and the moft perfeft harmony reigns among all its 
members. 

We were two days at his houfe, and in different excurfions 
vifited the environs of Kemi, which, compared with thofe of 
Uleaborg, appeared like a paradife. The profpeft is more diver- 
fified, the grounds are bolder, here and there fwell into little hills, 
and are by no means fo flat and fandy as in the vicinity of the 
former city. Here the river is confidcrably broad, nor is it with- 
out danger, infbmuch that at Kemi and other places they have 
pilots to navigate their trading veffels to its jundlion with the fca. 
In fome places there is not a fuflScient depth of water for boats 
of a large fizc. Two years ago a merchant inihe neighbourhood 
wilhed to conftruft a much larger boat than had ever been leen 
before on this river ; and he conceived it would be very feafible to 
float it down when the river happened Co be overflown. The 
boat was laden with grain, and had fbme perfoi^s on board: it 
fortunately ofcaped the three principal dangers, or falls, and had 
only to pafs two more, which they confidered of Icfs confcquence; 
but the boat flruck, was dafhed to pieces, and many lives were 
lofl. A large portion of the wreck remains jn view to this day 
between the rocks of Kemi, ferving as a melancholy niemorial 
of this unfortunate euterprife, and as a- warning to the impru- 
dence and avidity of projedors and merchants. 

The river Kemi abounds in falmon ; and their fifhery is fo lu- 
crative as to afford a principal part of the minifler's income, 
amounting to more than a thoufand rix dollars annually. Oppot 
• fitc 
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Ctc to the cl^urclv ^nd in the middle of the river, is a fftiall ifland,' 
where the Inhabitants of Kemi hold a fair olice a year, at which 
^hey fell and «occhange falmon, either for money or for other ar- 
ticles. ' ■ 

, The church is an edifice which ofthrs a fnigular and furprifing. 
contraft to a foreigner travelling in this country, where he would 
not expeft to fee any public building in the ftylc of regular archi- 
tcflure, and iu all refpefts worthy of one of our own towns. This 
ftrufturc being of ftone, muft have coft an immenfe fum, confidert 
Ing the few relburces of thofe poor people, who could ealily diipcnfb 
with fuch an eXpenlive building, and pray to the Deity as effec- 
tually in a wooden temple. The deflgn of this church was made 
by the academy at Stockholm, and was honoured with the appro- 
bation of Guftavus III. It is adorned with a dome or cupola, and 
three principal entrances, with doric pillars, and hence has the 
^pearance of a Grecian temple. Placed in thole favage regions, 
in the midH of woods pf fir trees, and coUtralled by the fcattered, 
contemptible huts arq^nd, it forms a wonderful and ftriking objeft,^ 
It is with hncere pain I muft here remark, that clofc to this, 
magnificent temple I entered the hut of a poor Finlander, the 
diminutive fize and external meannefs of which had attracted my 
notice. He was probably the pooreft native of Finland I had met 
in the codrfe of my travels to this place : the fpace of ground on 
which his houfe flood was twelve fquare feet, and the roof fix 
i|i height. This unfortunate man had a complaint in one of 
his hands, which rendered him unfit tg gain his livelihood by 

labour. 
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labour. His Wife was making their bread, and had heaWd thff 
oven to bake it ; the bread contained fo much ftraw, and fo little 
meal, that in order to make the dough adhere, Ihe was obliged to' 
ufc a wooden frame, fuch as is employed in making cheele. He 
had neither held, nor cow, butter, milk, nor animal food, and was 
exiftitig in the moft deplorable condition. I confels the -prefence 

t 

of thofe doric pillars, coiitraftcd with lb much poverty and npilbry,' 
kritated my feelings to' fuch a degree, that I /hould not have been 
ibrfy to fee them a heap of ruins. To what purpofe this paro- 
chial magnificence while the parilhioners themlelves remain in a 
Hate of ftarvation ! “ Dowii,” faid I within myfelf, “ down with 
the pillars, cupola, and temple i give again to thele poor wretches 
their wonted humble place of devotion, and inllead of walling 
treafure on idle Ihow, beAow it in cultivating the Ibil and giving 
them lubfiftcncc.” . 

, Nothing in Ibciety can be the Iburce of more melancholy to a 
fieling mind, than a quick and violent contrail of extreme poverty 
and luxury. I remember to have experieneed fimilar mournful 
reflexions on the inequalities among mtri= ini the courlc of my 
travek through the Britilh dominions. It was in Ireland, where 
happening to be with a hunting party, I perceived a hut formed 
from a dunghill ; on looking within, I faw naked children fleeping 
withoutany fort of covering for their bodies, with their father, their 
mother, and with hogs: and what fupported this milerable hovel ? 
A wall of ten feet high, which furrounded “his honour’s” park. 
With regard to die ppor Finlander, of whom 1 have been ^eak- 
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iiig, I communicated my impreffions to Mr. Caftreln, who was 
affected by my defcription, and promifed to take care of that un- 
happy family. 

One of the wonders which our new friends were defirous to 
fliew us in our walks about Kemi, was a bell that was intended to 
be fixed in the dome of the new church. We were accompanied 
thither by Mr.Caftrcin’s fillers, and our expedition was confidered 
as a kind of lacred vifit. The great object of our curiofity turned 
out to be a couple of bells of a moderate diameter ; they were 
loaded with a number of Finlandifh inferiptions. The place 
where they were, was but at a little diilance from the minifter's 
houfe. Moft of our party, ourfelves excepted, were perfedUy ac- 
quainted with the language of Finland ; and the ladies undertook 
to read the inferiptions, and tranflatc them into Swedifh. The 
prettieft girl in the company immediately read aloud, “ Ga/aa,” 
&c. &c. Scarcely had fhe pronounced the word, when we began 
to laugh like fools, and the ladies, ignorant of the caufe of our 
mirth, thought that eat%o mud be a very laughable word,”and 
therefore never ceafed repeating it in the whole courfe of our 
walk, at table, in converfation, and on all occafions. ' Let the 
reader judge what fort of efledl this word, ib often repeated by 
the company, muft have produced on the ears of two Italians 
Cat%o, in Finlandifh, fignifies here is. 

Mr. Caflrein, who wifhed to inflruct me in all the Finlandifh 
cufloms, afked me if I had ever bathed according to the ufage of 
the country ; and being anfwered in the negative, faid, we fhould 
, VoL. I. X X then 
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then take the bath together, that I might become more familiar 
with the manners and cuftoms of the natives. The ftones in the 
fmall apartments of the bath were accordingly heated, and a young 
girl of eighteen years of age, who had the office of attending, 
informed us when every thing was ready. After we entered the 
bath, the girl firft dripped us naked, and then began to throw 
water as ufual upon the ftones. She prefented-us with a bafonof 
cold water, and birch rods, with which we were to fwitch our- 
fclves. Feeling as a ftrangcr, I <vas quite out of countenance at 
my prefent fituation, but drove to keep up my fpirits by con- 
ftantly turning my eyes towards my companion, and endeavour- 
ing to imitate, as much as poflible, his moft exemplary indif- 
ference. The heat of the vapour rofe to fifty degrees of Celfius : 
at firft I felt a violent oppreflioii, and, had it quickly augmented, 
i belie.ve', naked as I was, I fhould have made my efcape from the 
bath ; but forcing myfelf to perfeverc, I became gradually accuf- 
tomed to it, and after feme time was able to fiipport a heat of 
65 degrees. Under this heat it was an extreme pleafure to throw 
water upon the head, and to feel it running all over the body. 
The birchen rods weregamifhed with leaves, and by dipping them 
in the bafon of cold water, and afterwards lafhing the body, one 
enjoys nearly the fame fenfation. Having been about half an hour in 
the bath, my friend Caftrein, as I declined being the firft to fubmit 
to all the ufual difeipline of the place, entered upon the proceft 
without delay, in order that I might fee how I ought to conduct 
myfelf in my turn. The girl gave him a little ftool to fit upon, 

threw 
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threw cold water upon his head, fqueezed his hair, and with (bap 
and water walhed his whole body, and rubbed him down to the 
girdle. She then went to his feet, and rubbed his legs completely, 
particularly his ankles, and thetendon achillis. Meanwhile I was 
extremely attentive, and almoft ftupified at the whole operation : 
but what aftonilhed me moft was the perfect apathy with which 
the minifter endured this long and ftimulating proccfs. When it 
came to be rhy turn to fubmit, I found myfelf in a (late of extreme 
embarralTment — and at laft I was very glad to get on my clothes, 
and walk out of the bath. At quitting it, we made a prelent of 
fome halfpence to the girl : this is a very ancient cuftom.to which 
every individual invariably conforms, and is obferved even by a 
mader towards his fervant, as in the prelent inftance. This 
prefent has a .particular appellation in the language of Finland, 
namely fauna raba. 

Before we take our leave of Kemi, it is proper I Ihould give 
fome account of our botanical excurfions. Mr. Cadrein is an ex- 
cellent botanid, though he follows this purfuit more as an amufe- 
ment than a branch of dudy. It is to him that the Icience is in- 
debted for the difcovery of a famous plant, viz. cypnpeiium buU_ 
bqfum, which was fird leen by Rudbeck, in the year i63j, but 
had never been found fince by any botanid, not even by the great 
Linnaeus, who pafled this way in July, and confequently a month 
after it had been in flower. This plant Ikulks among the under- 
wood and fir-trees, which lurround the church of Kemi. It mo- 
dedly eludes the prying eyes of the padenger, and loves the tem- 
• . > X x 2 . perate 
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perate enjoyment of the fun’s rays, which can only reach it Ijy 
infinuating themfelves between the branches of the bullies that 
pverfliadow it. Df. Smith, Pref, L. S. has given Us a coloured 
l^ure of it extremely accurate and lively, which the reader may 
* fee and admire in his collection of rare plants. This is one of the 
rareft as well as moft beautiful productions of the North; it is in* 
digenous in the parifh of Kemi, Hitherto it has been difcovered ^ 
nowhere elfe, except, as I have been informed, in North Ame* 
rica. The other plants in flower which We obferved in this 
peighbourhood, are the following : . 

Daphne mezereum Ranunculus acris 

, Vacciuhim myrtillus Trollius Europatus 

Lychnis dioica , Callha paluflris 
Viola paluftris Arbutus uva urfi 

Viola canina Pinus abics 

Viola tricolor ‘ “l 'i 

Insects. - . , - 

Cimex lacuflris HunerobiuB iutoriUs 

. Tipula jUniperiria ' , 

As Mr. Caftrein, frqm his love to botany, and a hope of difeo* 
vering new plants in the defertsof Lapland, had refolved to attach 
bimfelf to Our expedition, we accordingly fet out altogether from 
Kemi, and arrived at Tornea the fame day. We changed horfes 
only once, which was at Leivaniemi, and we. met with nothing | 

worth mentioning on the whole road to Tornea, except the ra- 
vages which the inundations of the rivers had made this year, by 

. • 7 - throwing i 
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throwing downall the bridges, and overflowing a vaft tract of the 
furrounding country. Spring-time, which in other countries is 
the feafon that brings along with it every thing grateful and of 
good prefage, is here the forefunuerbf iiu^ortune, and frequently 
of the moll terrible difaflers. The fnow, as it melts on the tops 
of the mountains, produces enormouS Iwells in the rivers, which^ 
breaking up the ice, hurry along with them vaft niafles, hea^d 
one u^n anoth'eri Thele tear down, fweep hefore them, aftd 
lay wafte every thing they meet in their courfe, which may tend 
to oppofc their, violence. - ' 

In going to Tornea you are obliged to cfofs in a ferry-brat, and 
leave the horfes on the left bank of the river, which at this pla(^ 
k extremely broad and majeftic. At a fmall diftance’frbitt the 
fpot where we entered the boat, is thechdreh of Lower Tornea^ 
^m whidi there'is a fine yiew Of the town, and vi'heri ifc ufed 
fometimes to amiife ourfelves by'contem|>i«ihg the fun at'mid-‘ 
night. There is a very’good inn at Tornea, and wre found the hbft 
extremely, civil and obliging. ' • • ’ - ]• rfl 
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. t CHAPTER XXVi;, ' - 

Maupertuis's Defcription of Tornea — Account of this Tovon^by the 

j Author — TTie Clirwte — View oj the Sun at Midnight — Prfftbl 

from the Chtfrch of Lower Tafnea— ^Harbour <f Tornea — State 

5^ the Bothnian Gulf tn , this Vicinity-^Trade of the Town- 

Some Travellers mentioned that have vijited Tornea— Infcriftions 

preferred in the Church at "Lukas jervi. 

L , :.:.j vi;,. ' I I . , r- I 3 . ■' . ■ ' 

' ^ • ' ■ _ " ■ ' ■ ■ 

ROM the time that Miupertuis, and the other French aca*' 

demicians, travelled into thji conotiy to meafure a degree, as 
a mean of alcertaining the actual %ure of the earth, Tornea 
emerged from its obscurity, and is now., well known to aH the 
world. The iirft advance it made towards &me was not in its 
favour. Maupertuis’s delcription of it, which he read in the aca* 
demy at Paris, inlplred every breaft with tender commiferation for 
the poor inhabitants, who had the misfortune to be born in fb 
miferablc a town. “ The town of Tornea,” he fays, “ on our 
“ arrival there on the 30th of December, prefented an alpect truly 
frightful. The low houfes, from bottom to top, were (unk in 
“ the Ihow, which hindered the light from entering in by the 
“ windows, while the fiiow always falling, or read)^to fall, ob- 
“ ftructed the rays of the fun, which was feldom vifible even for 
, I ! •. ' “a few 
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“ a few minutes at mid-day. In the month of January tlie cold 
“ was fo great, that the thermometers of Reaumur, which fell 
“ 14 degrees below the freezing point at Paris during the great 
“ froft of theremarkablc winter of 1709, here fell to 37 degrees. 

“ Spirits of wine froze. On opening the door of a warm room, 

“ the external air rulhiirgin,iuftantly converted the vapour within 
“ into a fleece of fnow. On going out of the room, one’s breaft 
“ was as it were torn by the air : every ihomeht there appeared, ia 
“ the cracking noi^ made by the burfting of the wood of the 

houles, theatening (ymptoms that the intenlenels of the cold 
“ would be ftill farther incrcafed. From the folittide that reigned 
“ in the ftreets, one would have fuppofed all the inhabitants to 
“ be dead : inlhort, at Tornea there were to be feen perfons who 
“ had been mutilated by the froft; fome had loft their legs and 
“ arms. The cold, always very great in thofe parts, was often fo 
“ fcvere as to prove &tal to thole who were expoled to it. A fud- 
“ den tempeft of fnow at times menaced ftill greater danger. 

“ The wind leemed toblowatonce from every quarter of heaven, • 
“ and with fuch violence, as to throw down the chinineys of 
• “ houles. Any one who Ihould be caught in fueh a ftorm in the 
“ country, would in vain endeavour to find his way by means of 
“ his acquaintance with places, or marlcs made by trees. He is 
“ blinded by the lhow,‘and plunges into lome abyfs if he move 
“ a ftep.” ' • . j : i ■ ' ■ 

If the academician draws a frightful picture of Tornea, which 
he law only in winter, we are in a condition to fupply its counter- 

c..'. part 
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part In fummer, and efiace the traces of thofe melancholy im- 
prcfllons which his exaggerated defeription may have left on the 
imagination of the reader. 

. The town of Tornea contains a population of fcarcely fix hun- 
dred fouls. The houfes are almoft entirely of a fingle ftory, ^ 
though high enough to exclude the moifturc of the liiow in win- 
ter. • The merchants of Tornea inhabit the fouthern part of the 
town, which they have been at pains to embellifh, and render as 
agreeable as polfible : they have made a public walk, laid out 
gardens, planted iome trees, and have ftudied by their induftry to 
compenlate for the defeats of nature. The obfeure days of win- 
ter are counterbalanced by the almoft continual prcfCnce of the 
fun in fummer, and their 48 degrees of cold, to which the mer- 
cury fsdls in one feafon, are exchanged for 27 of heat, to which 
it rifes in the other; for thefe are the two extremes of the ther- 
mometer that have been obferved in Tornea.* 

The town is almoft entirely encircled by the river Tornea, 
which Ipreads itfelf here in a majeftic ftream. The oppofite 
banks prefent a number of cottages and farm houfes, which the 
river, when qu|etai)d undiAurbud,reAefb from its pellucid waters. 
Northward you fee a fmall elevation, on the top of which ftand 
feqqral wind-mills, and lower <)own to the tiorth-eaft are feme 
. meadow grounds and cultivated fields. It is commonly from one 
of thole wind-mills that travellers view the fun at midnight in 

• S« De b Motraye’s Trareb, vol. it. p. i88. He was in Tornea 19th May, 
1718, anti tountlall the town dcAroyctlby theMufcoTitei. ‘ - ■ 
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the month of June ; but the place moft particularly calculated 
for enjoying this fpe£lacle,is the church ofLowerTornea, fituated 
on the ifle Bibrkon, about a mile from the town. Befides feeing 
the fun entirely above the horizon at this point of view, the eye 
commands the environs of Tornea, the two mountains Bakamo 
and Korpekila, and the town itlelf, which b built upon the little 
ifland, or rather peninfula, of Swenlar. The houfes, and the 
church with its fteeple, being reflefted from the imooth furface 
of the river, afford a very pleafmg pidure. 

Merchant (hips, that (ail up the gulf of Bothnia, may come 
almoff dole to the town; and indeed, anciently, Tornea was 
famed for its excellent harbour. The (and, which the fea carries 
into the northern parts of the gulf, feems to threaten ruin in the 
courfe of time to the trade of this province : for it appears to me 
certaiji, alrooft to demonffration, that the ports of Tornea, Ulea- 
borg, and feme other places in the northern quarter of the gulf, 
lofe in depth of water every year. ‘ 

This town was founded in confequence of an order of Charles 
IX. when he pafled through this province in the year 1 602. The 
articles of their export trade are butter, tallow, faked and dried 
meat,(alted and (moked falmon,ftrbmingen, which are a Ipecics of 
finall herrings;* planks, and timber for building, tar, (kins of rein 
deer, foxes, wolves,ermines, and of other animals belonging to the 
country, with a vaft quantity of birds. The articles they import 

* Clupea harcngoi minor ; membru Tctenua. 

VoL. L Yy are 
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are corn, flour, fait, hemp, flax, woollen cloth, coarfc linens, 
tobacco, and fpices., 

^ In the winter feafon the merchants travel in their fledges to 
different fairs, where they buy of the Laplanders their moft va- 
luable furs and give them' in exchange fifli, meat, meal, and 
brandy. Some of them proceed as far as Archangel, and others 
to Alten.in Norwegian. Lapland. They carry on a contraband 
trade, which is the moft profitable of all others; and as the bouir- . 
daries which divide Norwegian from Swedifli Lapland are but ill 
guarded, they eafily convey froni one fide to the other fuch articles 
of commercial fpeculation as' they find moft advantageous. They 
lend to Stockholm great loads of ialted flefti of the rein-deer, and 
an infinite number of birds. There arc years in .which they ex- 
port thither to the amount offoVtr thouland birds; which in win- 
ter will keep for fome months without fpoiling in the leaft. 

A view of the fun at midnight in Tornea, haa. always been 
regarded as an objedt fingularly huerefting; ajid hence .aiAnery 
confiderable number of travellers have vjfited this place. . I was 
at pains to leek out, and ^ke down the namCs 'of fuch as are moft 
diftinguiftied for their curiofity, literary labours, and merit, and 
who have a right to be ^ded the lift bf jndn ofUettbrs.’ ‘.Per- 
haps it, will not be unajccefptahle to my, readers to fee fiichiof the 
names as I have been able to coHcfi, wliuch are the following b 
1 begin with the firft Ffinch' traveller in this coontry: ty 

Li the year 

^ ... . K- 

i68i Jean Franc Reguard) de Fefcou'rt & de Corberou. 

yXR y 'l ,i ..1^94 
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In the year 

1694 King Charles XI. of Sweden. 

1695 The profefforsSpoH and Billberg,fcnt by KingCharles XI. 

' to obferve the elevation of the' fun at midnight. 

1695 Profeffor Olaus Rudbeck, for the purpoie of making dif- 

coveries in natural hiftory. 

1696 John Ulric Weftmiiller. 

1718 Aubris de la Motraye, who has printed his travels in Eng- 
lifli, which, in general, are very accurate as to what re- 
lates to Lapland. > . 

1736 The prefident Gyllingrift, who has publUhed his remarks 
on this country in Swedilh. 

1736 Maupertuis, Outhien, Sommereux, D’Herbelot, and 
Cehius. 

1 769 Mr. Mallet, profefTor of aftronomy. He paHcd by Tornea 
in his way to Pello, where he was to obferve the tranfit 
of Venus over the Sun. 

1783 The Marquis Paul Arconati Vifeonti. 

1786 Mr Marey, a Frcnih emigrant. 

1787 Le Chevalier Statella, knight of Malta. 

Le Marquis dc Tourble. 

William Langhorn,an American, famous for his walking. 

He pafled tht mountains during fummer to enter Nor- 
way, and returned on his way to Archangel. 

John Stuart, an American. 

1791 Dr. Quenzel, a Sweden for the purpofe of making re* 
fearches in natural hiftory, particularly In entomology. 

2 1792 
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In the yenr 

1792 The prefident Vefvrotti, with Mr. Outiverou, fccrctary 
of Jegation to the Spanifh cmbaliy. 

Mr. Li{lon,mInifter from England at the court of Sweden. 

John Scheller, a German, who has publifhed his travels. 

1796 Le Due de Chartres, (now Duke of Orleans), with Mr. 
Montjoye, incog, under the names of Muller and Fro- 
berg. 

- 1 799 Mr. Bernardo Belloti, from Brefcia ; Jofeph Acerbi, from 
. CaftelgofFredo ; Colonel Skioldcbrand,fromStockholm ; 
Mr. Julin of Uleaborg. 

Mr. Clark, with Mr. Cripps, two Engliflimeu. 

Mr. Swamberg, fecretary of the academy of fcienccs at 

Stockholm, fent to verify Maupertuis’s.meafurement of 
a degree. 

Linnaeus of courfe came to Tbrnea in his travels through Lap- 
land, but I do not cxa£Uy remember the year. See her happen. 

Some of thofe perfons penetrated as far north as Jukasjervi, 
and a few of them went even beyond it. It has been the com- 
mon pradlice for travellers to purfue the diredllon of north-weft, 
as it has always been fuppofed, that to fteer due north is im- 
poflible. In the church of Jukasjervi there is a book, in which, 
in imitation of Regnard, who firft came to this place, they have 
had the ambition to write their names, and to (hew their talents 
as men of wit. As it is a colleftion which Ihews the genius of 
the men, and of no great length, I thought I Ihould not difpleafe 
the reader by laying it before him. 

No. I. 



t. 
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No. I. 

“ Gallia nos genuit, vldit nos Africa, Gangcm 
“ Haufimus, Europamque ocuils luflravimus otnnem, 

Cafibus et variis adH terraque marique 
Siftimus hie tandem, nobis ubi defuic orbis. 

“ Des Fefcourt, de Corberou, Regnard, at Jukasjervi, 
“ iSth Auguft, 1681.” 

Every body knows Regnard and his dramatic performances. 
He was the firft Frenchman who took itinto his head to travel lb 
far to the north; and he was fo enchanted with his fuccels, that 
he fancied he had reached the end of the world, though he might 
have continued his journey two hundred miles farther in the fame 
diredlion, without having a right to employ the lall line of liis 
infeription. If we could believe him, he met with a French 
blackfmith in Lapland, who told him, that In his whole life he 
had feen but one traveller in that country, and that was an Italian. 
Upon his return to France he publilhed his travels through Lap- 
land, full of untruths and exaggeration, written rather to amule 
than inllrudt, though the book made much noilc at the time. He 
fays, for example, “ That he met blackfmiths in Lapland, who 
“ had the Ikiu of their hands fo hardened and callous, that they 
“ could hold melted lead for Ibme time in the hollow of the 
“ hand.” He alfo tells you, “ That the eagles carry up into the 
“ air the young rein-deer, and that the petit gris and ermines hang 
“ thcmfelves on a tree in autumn, to prevent their dying of huu- 
y ger in winter, See." 

No. II. 
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No. II. 

“ Gallia mihi lucem dedit, et liberum Anglia portum ; utraque me 
“ Germania, Graecia Magna Minorque, mons Joyis, ac Barceilona, 
“ Herculisque columnar, amb® All®, Italia, Africa, bisque oppofita 
“ Mclitc, Euxina et Mxotica, Cafpia, Baltica nec non littora vidcrunt, 
“ vidit Polus Articus ipfe, et mihi inocciduum oflc'ndit Lapponia fo- 
“ lem ; proque cibo et potu carmen ct lac rangiferinum prtebuit, ut 
“ Tartaria olim pnebib.it equinum. 

“ Hac feribebat ad Jukasjerviam rediens ex Torniavenfi lacu Aubris 
“ de la Motraye, Magr.® Britanni® fubditus, 13 Junii, 1718.” 

Mr. Motraye feems to have been a traveller of confequencc. 
It appears from his biographer, that he lived in particular habits 
of friendfhip with Charles the Xllth, king of Sweden. When he 
printed his Travels in England, he does not feem to have been 
quite pleafed with his infeription at Jukasjervi, which is neither 
verfe nor profe ( as he would make us believe that he wrote it 
extempore), and he has altered it in the following manner : — 

“ Me genitrix tenuit bis denis amplius annis, 

“ Gallia, me Italia, Africa terra, Britannica regna, 

“ Amb® Afi®, Melite fterili vicina Cofyr®, , 

^ “ Utraque me Germania, Grascia , Magna Minorque, 

“ Urbes Tarraco, Barciqon. Hcrculc®que column®, 

“ Euxina et Mocotica, Cafpia, Baltica nec non 
“ Littora vidcrunt ; vidit Polus Articus ipfe, 

“ Ac mihi inocciduum oftendit Lapponia folem, 

“ Proque cibo ac potu carmen et lac rangiferinum 

“ Pnebuit 
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“ Prabuit, ut quondam praebere folebat equinum 
“ Tartaria. 

’■ • “ A. dc la Motraye, die 13 Junli, i7i8.”« 

No. III. 

“ Benche un fccolo piu tardi, fpinto pero da non minor cnrioCta, 
“ dalla Lombardia il Marchefe Paolo Arconati Vifconti vifuo quefto 
“ luogo ai 5 di Juglio, >783.” 

No. IV. 

“ Eft terra antiqua ubere glcbl poiens, Lingones Colucreviri, Bur- 

“ gundiam nunc Galli cognominc dicunt, haec mihi patria. Plures per- 

“ lufbavi rcgiones ; vidit me Germanus, fuperbj viderunt Britanni, et 

“ quo' dives pafeit FlanJri, atram vomere qui paludem exercuerunt 

“ Batavi qui bibunt Viftulam Danubiumque, hOTcntes Alpuni qui, ic- 

“ nent rupes, Tiberis qui facrutRColunt Lttus, pluresque alii. Poll va- 

“ rios cafus et magna diferimina return, polares appuli nd inocci- 

“ duum folem, rangifeiorumquc gelidum ubi Lapponem^ubera vidi, 

“ preflantem. Curfus f'uit ad locum quam.VVaida-Kafta dicunt, oitHuj, 

“ ubi antea peneiravit viator. . Mulxum fui et tertis ja(ftatus et cst!U^<^is, 

■ • i . ' ■'<. '• ... _ ■ 

“ multum quoque et culicibus paftus j rediens e* his de.'fertis, et ptQ- 

“ perans in Galliam fedes ubi fata dederunt jucundiorc?, Jukasjcrvlno 

“ hanc in templum appofui inferiptionem, 7 Julii, 1796.” 

“ Marey a native of France, who alone have traverfed the de- 
“ ferts of Lapland.” 

“ Tombeau de la nature effroyables rivages 
“ Que I’ourfe difpute encore a I’homme fauvage.”-}" 

* See his Travels, vol. ii. p. 323. 
t Frou, in hit Tragedy of Guflavus Vafa. 



No. V. 
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No. V. 

“ Non mihi fama fed hofpitalitacis et gratitudinis teftimoniumr 

“ S. Stewart, civis orbis, 3° Julii, 1787.’’ 

No. VI. 

“ Jufticc bids me record thy hofpitable fame, and teftiiy it by my 
“ name. W. Langhorn, United States of America, July 23, >787.” 

No. VII. 

“ Gallia me genuit. Gallia ! heu gloriofa, hodie contempta, eras 
forfitan nihil ! Regi fidelis, patrii, fub rege quondam felice, nunc 
“ plebeiana tyrannia opprefla, cmigravi ; Magnam Britanniam, Hif- 
paniamque cognofeebam; primum Italiam, jxjftea Hungariam vidi, 
“ Helretiam revifens per totam Germaniam, Poloniam, Mofeoviam, 
“ Ruliiam peregrmatAs, per Finlandiam Stockholmiam accedi, unde 
in Lapponiam incurri, in focietate Francifei Outaveri Hifpani na- 
,** tione, ex Nallia in regno Murci*. Hofpitium dedic vcncrandus ad- 
5 * modum Jukasjervenfis pallor Daniel Engelmark, cui teftimonium 
“ gra'jtudinis meae hie affero.” 

“ CartftMs Ricardus dc Vefvrotti, vir nobilis ex Dijone in BurgundiS,' 
« Pnefes in fuprctni lutionum curii ha» vilitavit regiones, die 4 Feb; 
**Aiarii, 179*." 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

ReJUence at Tornea — Some Individuals of this Place mentioned — y/ 
new Addition to the travelling Party : Enumeration of the fcien- 
tific Perjons that now compofedit — Departure from Tornea — Some 
topographical Remarks on the Environs — Face oj the Country be- 
tween Tornea and Upper Tornea — Different Stages that are paffed 
— Salmon Fijhery — Particular Method of catching thefe Fijh — 
An old Man firving for a Guide — A Bathing-place, after the 
Finlandijh Fajldon — Hand-mills for grinding Corn — A few 
Plants snentioned. 

During our ftay at Tornea we became acquainted with 
every pcrfon who was at all difpoled to be i'ociablc. The 
moft confiderable merchant of the town is Mr, Richard, a man 
well acquainted with the concerns of his country, and polTeiled 
of a great fhare of natural good lenle : he has been always a re- 
preientative in the national diet, and is the nnoR corpulent man 
I ever law in any country. The burgomafter of Tornea was ex- 
tremely polite and obliging. We received civilitiesfrom themaf- 
ter of the town-fehool, who fpeaks FreiKh, and is a man of fomc 
merit : he lives, much againft his inclination, in fo remote a cor- 
ner of the North : he is fettered to the place by the ties of a wife 
' Yol. I. Zz • and 
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and children. We likewife had the good fortune of being in- 
troduced to Dr. Dcutfch, a perlbn of gentle and engaging man- 
ners, and at the fame time very (kilful in his profeflion. He is a 
great lover of the ftudy of natural hiftory, and had by his own in- 
duftry made a very pretty colleftion of Swedilh and Laplandilh 
iiifects, and one of plants : he had alfo made (bme progrels in 
collecting birds. He had conftructed a fmall electrical machine, 
and his own ingenuity had fupplied the want of thofe means 
which are fo eafily obtained in the more fouthern countries. 

Upon becoming acquainted with the Doctor, we found him fo 
intelligent a man, that we were delirous to induce him to become 
one of our party, and therefore made the propofol to him, which 
he accepted; more indeed, I believe, from a love of fcience, and 
particularly of natural hiftory, than from any other conflderation. 
His profeflion would not admit of a longer abfence than a fort- 
night ; but, to oblige us, he confented to go with us as for as 
Kengis-bruk. We now only wanted one individual to complete 
our caravan.' We had in Mr. Caftrein a very good botanift ; in 
Mr. Julin, a mineralogift; in Dr. Deutfeh, an excellent entomo- 
logift ; in Colonel Skioldebrand, a landfoape painter. As for me, 
I charged myfclf with the article of ornithology, and the office of 
digefting the communications of my fellow-travellers, who every 
evening gave me the names of the Ipecimens they had found, 
with their own obfervations upon them. Never had any journey 
a more promifing appearance at the outfet ; nor could Lapland 
ever have a chance of being explored in a maimer more agree- 
• able. 
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able, more inftnictive, and at the fame time more ufeful. No- 
thing was wanting to render our travelling company quite corn- 
pleat but one man ; this was Mr. Secretary Swamberg, whom we 
few at Tornea, and who was on his way to Lapland, being cora- 
miflloned by the academy of feiences at Stockholm to afcertain 
the truth of the operations of Maupertuis and his colleagues, 
which were undertaken at the feme time that Condaminc feiled 
for South America. An aftronomer and mathematician added to 
our philofophical ftaff would have made us the moft refpeflable 
corps that ever traverfed the mountains of Lapland. He was 
our friend, and defired nothing more fincerely ; but the ihip 
which had on board his quadrant and other mathematical inftru- 
meats of obfervation, was not arrived ; and its arrival was fo 
uncertain, that we could not hazard a delay, as our time became 
every hour more preeious. We therefore relblved to depart, 
and proceed with all expedition to Upper Tornea, where we 
propofed to begin a more accurate courfe of obfervation. 

The peninfula of Swenfer, upon which the-town of Tornea is 
fituated, has by fome been very improperly called an ifland. It 
is joined to the continent by a tongue of land, which, indeed, is 
overflowed when the river is high ; but ftill horfw in carts aro 
able to ford it, and the people frequently pafs it upon ftepping- 
flones : it cannot therefore be confidered as an ifland. 

From Tornea to Upper Tornea we perceived no alteration in 
the nature of the country, nor in the houfes or inhabitants of 
Finland. The convenience of travelling is the feme, and you find 
• Z z 2 horles 
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horfts all the way. The road is naturally good, and kept incx« 
cellent repair : but at Upper Tornea every thing terminates; you 
inftantly obl'erve that you are about to enter an uncultivated 
country, and to take leave of the civilized world. No more 
horles, noroad, no lodging for palTcngers, except a fort of caravan- 
fary, which the merchants of Tornea have provided for their ac- 
commodation in travelling in winter to the different fairs, which 
are held at places extremely remote. Without anticipating our 
detail, we will premife a (ketch of the country and objects that 
fell under our notice on the route toOfver, of Upper Tornea. 

The environs of Tornea are extremely naked of wood; it was 
in great abundance formerly; but at prelent none remains, except 
in one dildri^l, where it is preferved by a proprietor for the pur- 
pofe of harbouring game. 

We changed horfes at Kukko, which lies at the diftance of feven 
miles from Tornea. Kukkoy in the language of Finland, (ignifies 
cocky and it is probably the name for a particular fpecies of that 
bird, whofe crowing has fome analogy to the note of the cuckoo. 
The lincof the road runs pretty clofe to the river Tornea. After 
Kukko we pafTcd very near to the villa of Mr. Richard, the mer- 
chant of Tornea, who is fond of a country life, a ikI devoted to 
agricultural purfuits. He has laid out a garden, which he culti- 
vates with great care, and in which he has made repeated trials 
to l aife various exotic fruits and plants. His gardener told us he 
had attempted to rear apple irtes, which bad taken root and Cuc- 
eecded for three years, but then died. The only plant in flower 

when 
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when We were there wAs belth perrennis ; but the following grow 
in the neighourhood : berberis vulgaris, coryJus avellana, tulifa, 
narcijpis, aquiJegla, torpeolum, pitonia, thantbas, ribes. 

We again changed horfesat Frankila, a village conlifting of a 
few wooden houfes, nine miles from Kukko. Welawhcrefome 
women whofe looks were mild and rather agreeable ; the chil- 
dren too of a good appearance; but we were (truck at the fight of 
their bread, which is made of two thirds Araw, cut very (mail, 
and one third of meal. From Frankila you fee at a diAance the 
mountain Nivavara, where ftill remains the fignal poA which 
the French academicians ereded on its fummit to alFiA in their 
trigonometrical operations. ' i 

After Frankila you change horfes at Korpicula (ignifies i 
wood, kula place), a diAaiKe of about eight miles. In this place 
the river Tornea forms a bafon of traiquil and gentle water, 
which fucceeds the boiAerous tumult of a fall or calcade, called 
Malkakolki. The river prefents no pleafing view' in this vicinity. 
We found in a houfc hard by fome pcafants employed iifmaking 
their fi(hing nets; there was one who fmoked from fo (hort ■ a 
pipe, that my companion remarked it, faying to me in Italian, 
the piccola pippa. The Finlander who w'as fmoaking, underAood 
perfectly our Italian, and repeated as he turned round to us, laugh- 
ing, picco pippo, pkco pippo > picco denoting in FinlandUh the fame 
as piccola in Iialirm. 

Eight miles from Korpicula is the church of Kirkomcki {^kirio 
Agnify ing church, nteJei, a hill) , Atuated upon an eminence. Alx>ut 

half 
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half way the noife of the river, which is heard at a confiderable 
xliftance, fuggefted to us the idea of a cataract ; and having, in 
conlcquence of this circunaftance, traverfed a wood, with a 
peafant for our guide, we came to the place from which the found 
proceeded, and found that it was occafioned by the vehemence 
and rapidity of tlie river forcing itfelf through a narrow palTage. 
Here we fell in with two or three parties fifliing for falmon, and 
.we helped them to draw a net, which contained five or fix fifli 
of very confiderable fizc. 

The common method of catching (almon in the North is by 
driving a palifadc, which extends from one bank as far as the 
middle of the river, and fometimes even to the oppofite fide ; 
between the ftakes of the palilade they put branches of trees, or 
perhaps net-work, which hinder the falmon from afeending the 
Aream, and leave only one opening where the fifli may pals 
through , but where they have placed a net which is ready to re- 
ceive them. It is not permitted to make their lax-pata, the Fki- 
landilh terra for the palifade, longer than a certain meafure, and 
•they pay in proportion to its length, and alfo its proximity to the 
mouth of the river ; for fuch as are high up the river can oply 
catch the falmon that efcape all the filhers below them. This 
palilade, or lax-pata, is always fet where the river is moft noily, 
and where it forms a fall. The people of the country (hew an in- 
credible dexterity in walking along thole ftakes, which the force 
of the current (hakes in a furprifing manner : women and children 
trip over them with wonderful adroitnefs and facility. We wilhed 

to 
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to give them our afliftance in drawing their nets, and by a great 
exertioQ of courage, we got over almoft one third of the palilade, 
but if one of my companions had not defifted in time, his head 
becoming giddy by tlic motion of the water under his feet, he 
muA have dropt into the river. The children and even the men 
themfelves are Ibmetimcs too confident of their agility, fo that 
fcarce a year pafiTes without fome of them falling in and being 
drowned, the current being too ftrong for a boat to be of any ufe 
to them. 

The addrels with which the Finlanders drive their ftakes into 
the bottom of the river, at places where the current is extremely 
rapid, deferves likewife to be noticed, as an operation highly dan- 
gerous as well as difficult, and to which thofe poor people fomc- 
times fall viftims. 

In getting to this part of the river we went nearly an Englifh 
mile out of the road, where we left our horfes. Our guide, who 
led usacrolsa fmall wood of firs by narrow footpaths, was upon 
his return to vifit his cow-houfc,. which flood in the midfl of the 
wood. W e could not avoid feeling interefled for this man. He 
was feventy-five years of age, and had ferved in the war of Pome- 
rania, or, as it is commonly called, the feven years war : he (poke 
German a little, had been feveral times wounded, and, as an in- 
valid, had a piece of ground affigned to him. In this Ipot, fepa- 
rated from the .world, his induflry had improved his little for- 
tune fo as to enable him to live comfortably with his wife and 
children, and to feed eight cows, whole good condition afforded 
him Infinite pleafure. 
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We took leave of our aged companion, and were purfuingour 
journey, when a ftorm and violent fall of rain obliged us to take 
refuge in a houfe upon an eminence on the left fide of the river. 
Here we had an extenfive profpefl, which prefented to our view 
different diftri£ls of the country overflowed by the river Tornea. 
This houfe had a bath quite in the tafte of Finland, and we 
amufed ourfelves by looking at the men and women who entered 
into the bathing room. The men undrefled thcmfelves in the 
houfe, and ran naked into the bath, which is at a diftance of fif- 
teen or twenty feet from the dwclling-houfe. The women, it is 
true, took off their clothes in the bathing-place itfelf, but they 
threw their petticoats on the outfide, and thus were obliged to 
come out, like fo many Eves, to put them on. They threw their 
clothes out of the room to prevent their becoming wet by the va- 
pour of the bath. When they were all in the midft of the bath, 
my curiofity influenced me to run in alfo to fee what was going on, 
and to ftation my thermometer in a comer of the bath for the 
purpofe of afeertaining the heat ; but it was lb infupportable, that 
being abfolutely unable to breathe, I made my way out as fall as I 
went in, having had fcarccly time to look around me. I twice 
attempted to place my thermometer in the room, but I was obliged 
to call my Finlandilh interpreter, who was more accuftomed to it, 
and I found that the heat ^vas 6 5 degrees of Celfius. 

At Kirkomeki we met with what I may call an excellent lodg- 
ing, and a very polite landlady, who was not of the lame dais 
with the pealantry, but a relation of a merchant in Toriica. In 
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a finall houfe adjoining, I (aw a kind of hand-mill to grind corn 
for the family : it confifted of two round Hones, in the uppermoft 
of which was iiiferted a flick, whofe other extremity paflcd 
through a hole in a triangular board, which was fallcned to the 
corner of the room. 

Proceeding fix miles beyond KJrkomeki, we arrived at Nietnis, 
which word fignihes, in the language of the country, a promon- 
tory : here we changed horfes for the laft time. It is a groupc 
of fmall wooden houfes, where we faw fome little boats on the * 

Iriver Armesjoki ; the place is a fmall dependency of Tornea. 

Farther on you have a view of a mountain named Luppio, which 
is compofed of rocks that are feemingly falling into ruins. 

From Niemis to Upper Tornea is eight miles : this is the lafl 
flage of the journey. The road is mountainous, and in Ibme 
places fo full of land, as^ to render it eutremely fatiguing to the 
horfes. We reached Upper Tornea on the eighteenth of June in 
the afternoon. The plants which we found in flower, in the 
Courfc of this route, were the following ; \ 

Menyanthes trifoliata Comus fuecica 

Trientalis Europaea Leontodon taraxacum 

Betula nana Rubus chamcemorus 

Andromeda polifolia Rubus ar^cus. 
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CHAPTER XXVIir. 

State of the Road jrtm Tornea to Ufper Torneeh^-'The People that 
Inhabit this Troll of Country — Ofver Tomea, or Upper Tomea 
—The Superintendent Minifier of that Parijh — Mofpitality (f the 
Clergy, and their Attention to Travellers — Fijit to Mount Ava^ 
fuxa: the Account •which Maupertuis has given (f this Meuntaii 
very accurate — Remains of Signals upon the Mountain — InfeRt 
and Plants found on, or near Mount Avafaxa. Flora' Avajaxenfu 
—Meat kept very long in the ctddSeafon — Departure from Upper 
Tomea : lyfs of one fellow Traveller who returned honu. 

T7hE whole of the road from Tomea to Upper Tornea is 
tolerably well formed, and kept, as I obfervcd before, in good 
repair, and of a fufficient breadth to admit of travelling in any fort 
of carriage : it has been made in the courfe of the laft thirty years. 
When Dela Motrayc* was in this country, he was obliged to per- 
form his journey in a boat. Travellers (hould contrive it (b as 
never to have occafion for more than four horfts at a time, as you 
meet with ftages where there arc no more to be found. If it 
fhould fo happen that a greater number is wanted, the company 
Ihould divide into two parties, one going on a day before the 
* See bit Travels. 

- I. .i.. ^ other. 
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Other, who will have the fame horfes after they are returned from 
the firft. 

The country rifes into {mall hills, which here and there are 
covered with pine and fir-trees. In the vicinity of rivers, and in 
marfhy ground, the willow and birch-tree fecm to be favorites 
of the foil. The pro(pe<St affords nothing very interefting, except 
the continual prefence of the fun, which, as he never leaves the 
horizon, renders travelling by night extremely agreeable. 

The inhabitants, on the whole of this route, are of the true 
Finnifh race, and {peak the genuine Ifiuguage of Finland ; they 
all have*the lame habits, the lame (lature, the lame drefs, the 
fame wants, and the lame manner of living. 

Ofver Tornea, or Upper Tomea, is the parilh which has the 
fuperintendance of all the clergy and churches of that part of 
Lapland, which is in the dependence of Tornea. The head mini- 
fter of the parilh is the reverend Mr. Swamberg. Having paid our 
compliments to him, he infilled on our lodging at hishoule with 
our whole company, ten perfons in all. The place where travel- 
lers commonly ftop, is the village of Mattarangc, at the diftance 
of about a hundred yards from the clergyman’s houfe ; but Mr. 
Caftrein, who was of our party, being himfelf a fuperintendent, 
and of the fame rank with Mr. Swamberg, could not have re- 
mained with us, or done Icfs than fleep at the houfo of a brother 
clergyman. There was ftill a more cogent reafon for our lodging 
with M. Swamberg ; namely, that at Mattarangc the accommo- 
dations arc miferably bad, and would not have been capacious 
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enough to hold all our party. Befides, it is an eftabliftied cuftom, 
and generally followed by every traveller throughout the Swedifh 
dominions, the great road excepted, to go dirciflly to the clergy- 
man’s houfe, and to afk for a chamber to lodge in, with the fame 
freedom as you would ufe at an inn ; for the public houles kept 
by the peafants arc fb very bad, that it is impoflible for deccitt 
company to flay in them. The clergy, who, for the moft part, are 
wealthy, and wearied with the dull uniformity of living in thofe 
fequeAered regions, cut otF from all fociety, are extremely happy 
to receive a ftranger who is acquainted with what is palling in 
the world, and with whom they may converfe of pubNc and of 
private tranfaflious. He is entertained in a fuperior ftyle, and 
treated with the moll delicious fare they can procure. . 

The clergy almoft univerfally fpeak Latin, Ibme few German, 
and as they have a college education, you find one now and 
then who fpeaks a little French : with the help of thefe languages 
you make yourfelf underftood by the maftcr of the family, but one 
fuffers a vaft difadvantage in not being able to fpeak, in fomc de- 
gree, the language of the country. In the houfes of the clergy yoa 
fometimes meet with extremely handfome and amiable young 
ladies, who having for the greatcfl part been educated in a town, 
or amidfl the pleafures and diflipation of the capital, return home 
with a certain polifh in their manners, which is by no means cal- 
culated to render folitude pleafing, or to difpofe their minds to fup- 
port the contrafi, and fudden change of fituations, with philofophj- 
cal equanimity, Thefe young women, hqwevcr,like their mothers, 
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Ipeak ill general only their native tongue ; and yet nothing can be 
more agreeable to them than the arrival of a traveller, and, above 
all, a young ftrangcr of good appearance, who can one way or 
another make them underlland him. His faults in fpeaking feem 
to be as many graces of fpeech, his ideas are always applauded as 
original, conflantly found entertaining, and either at once under- 
wood or guefled. The more diWant the country from which he 
comes, the more interefting is his perfon ; they contemplate his 
face, furvey him from head to foot ; are unable to rellrain a fmile 
of pleafure in feeing him, and in hearing him fpeak : the gaiety 
of the family diffufes itfclf from the faces of the maWers to thofe 
of the lervants, and even defeends to the cat aniT^og, which, on 
his account, dine and fup better than ufual. As they are at a 
lofi to diWmguilh between a pleafaut and cheerful entertainment, 
and that of a ulelefs and troublelbme profufion , in order to mark 
their perfedT' jood will to oblige you, they almoW fufFocate you 
with tea, coffee, chocolate, liquors, punch, and drink of all kinds, 
which fucceed one another, in contempt of all order, with an op- 
prellive rapidity. The moment of departure ^ always melan- 
choly : you fancy it impolllble to quit a houfe where yoi» are the 
objedl of fuch unwearied attention and politenefs. Sometimes the 
young ladies will make ufe of fome ftratagem in order to detain 
.you ; and I will honeftly confefs, that I have occafionally got mto 
the carriage when my heart vv^as vyell difpofed to remain. 

Such was the unbounded hofpitality we experienced in the 
houfe of the reverend Mr.Swamberg. , His daughters were pretty. 
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lively, and pofleffed fome degree of natural wit. One of them 
played on the piano-forte, and tolerably well for a dilettante of 
that climate. There is an organift here for the fervice of the 
church. The organ is a pretty good one, and was the objedi of 
the minifter’s higheft ambition, who has the honour to be clergy- 
man of the moft northern church in Europe that has an organ. 
We palTed two days in the fociety of this family, which, owing to 
the many different avocations that fuccceded to each other with 
great rapidity, appeared very fliort. 

Our vifit to mount Avafaxa was the pleafantefl and moft in- 
terefting of all our excurfions. It is concerning this mountain 
that Maupertuis (peaks in his book on the theory of the earth. 
Our walk was very fimilar to his, diredlcd on the fame fide, and 
in the fame manner as it is deferibed by that academician. Our 
bodily labour was the fame ; and his defeription of the view from 
the top of the mountain is fo exa£Uy true, that I need only copy 
it to exprefs my ideas. We even faw the falcons he mentions, 
and which he made fbme unfuccefiful attempts to kill. The 
accuracy of his^ccount gave us great pleafure, and I fancied J 
Ihould gratify the reader by placing it here. 

AVASAXA. 

“ This mountain is fituated about fifteen leagues from Tomea, 
“ on the margin of the river, from which the accefs to it is not 
“ very eafy. The afeent lies through a foreft, reaching up nearly 
“ to its middle. The foreft itfelf is ijiterrupted by a great aggre- 
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gate of rocks and flippery ftones, after which you again find the 
“ woodwhich formerlyextcndedtothetop; Ifay formerly .becaufe 
“ we had all the trees cut down with which the fummit was crf- 
“ vered. The north fide of the mountain confifls in a frightful 
“ precipice of rocks, in which the hawks build their ncfts. At 
“ the foot of this rock runs the Tenglio, which winds round the 
“ Avafaxa before it dilcharges itfelf into the Tornea. From this 
“ mountain the profpe€t is very beautiful. Towards the fouth it 
“ is open and unbounded, and the river '^'ornea is fccn to a vaft 
“ extent. On the eaft, the eye traces the Tenglio as far as its 
“ courle through fundry lakes. The view to the north extends 
“ to twelve or fifteen leagues, where it is interrupted by an affem- 
“ blagc of raountains.heaped on one another, reminding the Ipec- 
“ tator of the reprefientations that are made of chaos, but among 
“ which it would not be ealy to find one that w«uld do juftke to 
“ the profpeft from Avafixa.” Maupert. vol.iiL 8vo.,p.-l:io. 

On the higheft fummit of the mountain ive found a quantity 
of the remains of burnt wood, and many^ fragments which the 
lapfe of time had rotted and reduced to decay.) , We imagintd 
that they might be the relics of the trees which Maupertuis em- 
ployed in erecting his fignals; but we were informed by the pea- 
fants, that they were left from the fignals of alarm wliich had 
been railed in the year 1 747, and likewife in tlia laft war of Fin- 
land. Thcfc fignals confift in heaps of wood which are fet on 
fire to afiprife the natives of the approach of an enemy. 'We our- 
felves made a large fire for our amulcment as well as to mark 
> the 
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the centre of rendezvous for the benefit of our company, ‘who 
were engaged in different parts of the mountain. I will fubjoin 
ff lift of the different objefts of natural hiftory, which were the 
fruits of our iuduftry in the coorfe of this cxcurfion. 



Insects. 



Papilio Ligea 
Papilio rubi 
Leptura interrogationis 
Tenthredo lucorufh 
Temhredo virens 



Silpha quadripuftulata 
Cerambyx no£lis 
Elater teffelatus 
Chryfomela Lapponica 
Ciciiidela fjlvatica 



Plants in Flower. 

Lycopodium complanatum Convallaria majalis 

Lycopodium Selago 
Andromeda poUfolia 
Ranunculus auricomus 
Vaccinium uliginofum 

Mr. Julin made a lift of all the plants he could recognize on 
the mountain of Avalaxa, and called it Phra Avafaxenjis ; it is as 
follows ! 



Geranium paluftre 
Anthoxanthum odoratum 
Bartfia alpina 



Achillea millefolium 
Andromeda polifolia 
Arbutus uva urfi 
Betula alba 
Betula nana 
Caltha paluftris 



Erica vulgaris 
Gnaphalium ? 
Juniperus communis 
Sedum f 

Lycopodium clavatum 
Lycopodium Selago 



Calla 
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Caltha paluftris 
- Cahvallaria blfbna 
Empetrum nigrum 
Epilobium ? 

. Populus tremula 
, Cornus (iiecica 
Equifetum fylvaticum 
Lichen rangiferinus 
Lichen geographicus 
Lichen tartareus ^ 
Rubus arcticus 
Rubus chamxmorus 
Rubus Idxus 
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Mclampyrum fylvaticum 
' Oxalis acetofella 
Pinus abies 
Pinus (ylveftris . 
Polytrichum ? > 

Sorbus aucaparia 
Tanacetum ? 

Trientalis Europaea 
Tfollius Europaeus 
[ - Vaccinium myrtillus 

Vaccinium vitis Idaea 
Viola canina 
Viola paiudris 
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Rumex acetoielk . 

Mr. Swamberg gave us for dinner, among other things, a roaft 
of rein-deer, remarkable for its having kept good in his cellar eight 
months. The animal had been killed in the month of Novem- 
ber, 1798, and we ate it the 19th of June, 1799. I wifli, by 
mentioning this circumftance, to convey to the reader an idea of 
the length of winter in this country, and for how long a period it 
is poffible to preferve iced meat found. The roaft was excellent, 
and it had not the lead of an unfavoury fmell ; it had no fault, but 
that of being rather dry. 

On the 20th of June, about midnight, we fet out from Ofvci 
Tornea, and all the plcafures of our hofpitable quarters contributed 
to make us feel more fenfiblc the pain of our departure. This pain 
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was mu4h mcrealed by the lofs of Mr. Caftreii/s company, who 
determined to return to his family for reafons that pleaded his ex- 
cufc fo forcibly, that we could give no oppofition to the refolution 
he had taken. He had left his wife far advanced in her preg- 
nancy, and the fenfibility of his heart would not fiifFer him to 

* 

expofe himfclf to daitger, nor to the contingencies of a journey, 
the period of which it was not eafy to calculate. This lofs was 
felt with real concern by all of us, and we were obliged to con- 
•Ible ourfelves oil our wav' with pronouncing encomiums upon the 
excellent qualities, both of head and heart, of this clergyman, 
worthy of every thing that’ could be faid in his praife. 

The whole family of Mr. Swamberg accompanied us to the 
' river-fide, where the boat was waiting for us, and we loft fight 
of them, faluting them with our hats and handkerchiefs to the 
laft moment. 
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CHAPTER XXIX, ' 

Tbe travelUrs henceforth proceed by Water — Strong currents of the 
Rivers, occtfoneJby CataraBs — Pafsby a Sahnon-Fljhery : man- 
ner of eating Salmon raw — difficulty of navigating tbofe Rivers—^ 
Stages OH this fourtiey—Pafs the ArBic Polar Circle, near the 
CataraBs <f Kattila Kfki — A Jbort pcffiage by land—PeUo, and 
Mousit Kittis, retnar table for Maupertuis' s AJironomical Obferva- 
tlons — Mr, Swamberg s Remarks on the Labours of Maupertuis ; 
from which it appears, that bis Obfervations are not to be depended 
on — Method oj obtaining the Eggs of the Mergus Merganfor — • 
From Kardis to Kengis — Arrival at Kengis, and hofpitality Jhewn 
by an InfpeBor of the Mines — A Stone with very ancient Infcrip- 
tions taken Notice of by Maupertuis — Plants and InJiBs, 

HE wind was quite fair, and made our boat proceed with 

greater expedition. Our Finlandifh boatmen, unwilling to lofe 

fo favourable a moment fot repofing their anihs, put up a fnaall 

fail, which ferved to force us' againft the current with a velocity 

fufficient to carry us on at the rate of five milks an hour.' The 

boat was fo fmall that it could hold but four perfons in all, and 

the conflict of the' wind in furmounting the refiftance of the 
( » 

current, which was the efFeCt of cataradtS, produced fuch a fwell 
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ill the water, that it came fomctimes into the boat ; a circum- 
ftance which was by no means plealant to voyagers who had fo 
recently changed their mode of travelling, and who were better 
acquainted with the dangers of land than water. Here we are 
then, entered into a country where all communication by land is 
precluded ;■ no more roads, 'nor horfes, nor carriages of any kind; 
in a country where you may travel about four hundred miles 
Ttithout ever'feing either a fingle houfe, or any road. 

' Kaulimipe is the firft village on the left bank of the river, where 
we changed our boat. We found here a lax-pata, or palilade for 
catching lalmon. The people there had caught, in the courle of 
the day, to tlie amount of three hundred pounds weight of that 
filh. We bought one of the largeft of their falmon, and learned 
for the firft time to eat it raw. It is cut into dices tranfverfcly and 
put in fait ; when faked, it is left in a wooden difh with a little 
water, and after three days this raw falmon is delicious eating. 
It is a favourite difh with the' firft nobility of Stockholm, info- 
much that they feldom give a fine dinner when raw falmon is 
not prefented on the table. This kind of provifion was a great 
rcfource to us during our navigation of the rivers, as we were able 
to preferve It a long time, and might eafdy drefs it, at leaft as 
often as we could find the neceftary trifling ingredients. 

. At the village Tolufis, otherwife named Juoxange, eight miles 
from Kaulimpe, we changed. boats and boatmen for the fecond 
time. This voyage was ftill more tem^eftuous than the former. 
Our men, like their predeceffors, wifhed to take advantage of the 
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wind, and we afcendcd, with the help of a fail, amidfl falls and 
rocks, where we cxpefled every moment to go the bottom. It 
requires a moft accurate knowledge of the bed of the river to 
venture on this navigation ; and for this rcafbn it is but prudent 
to change boat and boatmen at each village, as the peafants are 
all perfedly maftcrs of the channel in their refpeftive bounds. At 
certain intervals you will find in the whole breadth of the river 
but one opening where the boat can pafs, and whoever is not ap- 
prized of it will probably run his boat amongft a thoufand rocks 
without fucceeding, but not without the moft imminent danger 
of pcriftiing. 

Having arrived at Kattila Kolki, the boatmen took down their 
fail, and (hewed us their addrefs in afeending againft the rapid 
current of the catafafls. Kattila Kolki is a long feries of water- 
falls, formed by the ftony bed of the river, and by huge rocks 
which rife above the furfacc of the water. Thele cataradls are 
particularly famous on the map, as being the place which cor- 
relponds to that divifion of the globe known by the name of the 
Polar Circle. To afeend in afmall boat fuch a formidable fuc- 
ceflion of catarads, where the water is almoft every where roll- 
ing down in foam, would at firft fight feem impolfible ; but no- 
thing is impolfible to men, whom habits have rendered familiar 
to danger. Thole Finlandilh Laplanders, belides an addrels pe- 
culiar to themlelves, have what perhaps is of ftill more conlc- 
quence — the moft perfeft coolnels and apathy. They take their 
places, one at the head and the other at the ftcru of their canoe, 
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and with a long pole, which they thruft to the bottom of the river, 
find their point of refiflaace, and thus pulh the boat againft the 
ftream. This pole is made of a pine, and about fifteen feet long ; 
they are obliged to throw it with all their ftrength to the bottom 
in order to overcome the current which conftantly impels it 
backwards. It is a Herculean labour; befides, it requires infinite 
pradlice to guide and manage the boat, forming, as circumftances 
demand, many a fliarp angle, amidft a multitude of obftacles. 
The moft difiigrecable, and at the fame time the mod; dangerous 
fituatlon is, the man reftingby accident the end of his pole upon 
a rock of a fmooth or round furface; in the moment that he ap- 
plies to it the whole weight and force of his body, the pole flips 
from under him ; he falls in an inftant headlong into the river, 
and the paflenger gives himlelf up for loft. The Laplander, how- 
ever, quickly recovers himfelf and prepares to repeat the fame 
operation ; but It fometimes happens that the current gets the 
afeendant and drives the boat aftern. In this critical jundlure 
the whole adrefe of the boatman is exerted to keep the head of 
the boat diredlly oppofed to the ftream, till he Is again in a con- 
dition to pufh her forward ; and above all, to prevent her laying 
her fide to the current, as in that pofition, by prefenting a larger 
furface to the water, flie would inftantly be overlct. 

In order to have forae refpite frojp this fevere toil, the boatmen 
requefted that we would diftmbark and walk along the bank to 
the end of theft cataracts. We were greatly overjoyed to learn 
that it was pradlicable to go by land, and moft cheerfully accepted 
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their propofal. The great difficulty of paffing thofe cataracts with 
i boat, containing more than two perfons, had rendered it cuf- 
tomary to perform this part of the journey by land. The woods 
being then impaflable, a narrow foot-path had been formed in 
the direfbion of the river. The imprafticability of travelling 
through thofe woods proceeded from the way being obftrufted by 
under-wood, and the branches of firs and pine-trees ; from a 
ftrong kind of mofs, which grows here in great abundance, and 
fometimes two feet high ; and from deep marfliy foil, where you 
are in danger every ftep of finking in the mire. Thele obftacles 
impeded the paflage through the woods ; and to remedy the evil 
the people had cut down trees and laid them longitudinally one 
after the other, in iuch a manner that the paflenger as he walked 
along the trunks waS obliged carefully to attend to his centre of 
gravity, and balance himfelf like a dancer on the tight rope. 

We again changed our boat at Tortula, fix miles from Tolafis, 
and purfued our voyage on the river all the way to Pello, which 
is twelve miles firom Tortula. Pello is a village of four or five 
peafants’ houles ; from' this place you fee the mountain Kittis, 
famous for being the laft point where Maupertuis concluded his 
trigonometrical operation, and remarkable for nothing elfe. 

I fhall here prefent the rca<ler with Mr. Swamberg’s obferva- 
tions on the inaccuracy of Maupertuis’s meafureraent.* Thefe 
obfervations are found in “ A report on a journey to I-.apland, 
“ undertaken at the expence of the royal academy of fcicnces at 

•I 

* See Maiipertuii’j Woik», rol. iv. page 331. 
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“ Stockholm, to examine the local fituation and contiguous 
“ grounds, where the French academicians, in the year 1 736, de- 
“ termined the length of an arch of the meridian, as it croffes 
“ the polar circle ; with general reflexions on the figure of the 
“ earth, and upon the neceflity of new meafurements to alcertain 
“ exaftly the equation ; read at a public meeting of the laid 
academy, on the 23d of Odober, 1799, by Sons Swamberg.” 
“ The aftronomer, as well as the mathematician, are perfectly 
“ agreed, that the Iphcrical form of the earth’s figure, contains 
elements that rauft be taken into account, if we would know 
from theory the precife quantify of the procellion of the equi- 
“ noxes and the nutation of the earth’s axis. Thefe equations 
and others* in effect Icfs confiderable, but which in the courle 
“ of ages will be gradually developed, and will at lall become of 
“ too much importance to be neglected, joined to the influence 
which a knowledge more or lefs perfect of the ditnenfions of 
our planet has, on the accuracy of a calculation of all the phe- 
nomena which are in any degree concerned in the effect of the 
■“ - parallax, have determined the learned for almoft a century and 
an half, to make it one of the principal objects of their mqft pro- 

* In order to fatUfy oarTclves of the exiAence of foch equations, we have only 
to recoiled, that the earth not being a perfed fphere, and that the attradion of a 
hody, whatever be its figure, being the fum of the .combing attradions pf 
all its particles, it neccffarily follqwi, that the force by which we are drawn towards 
the fun will not vary exadly in the ratio of the fquare of the diftances, and that 
confequently there will be a very flow snotion in the line of the apfides, which 
however infenfible it may be in the fpace of fome decades of years, is not on tliat 
account the lefs real. 
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“ found and perfevering refearches. The philofopher, animated 
“ by the principle which is carafleriftic of human reafon, and 
“ which uniformly tends to refer all knowledge to one point, to 
“ reduce it to lyftem, and to colleft the whole as into a focus, 
“ whence he may at one view furvey the vaft field of natural 
“ phenomena, perceives here a fource of difcoverics for perfeft- 
“ ing to a great degree all the branches of real knowledge, and 
“ will endeavour to accomplilh his objeft, at whatever expence 
“ of labour and time it may coft him. But this intereft will be- 
“ come ftronger, in proportion as he finds the relation which 
“ thele purfuits, of great importance in themfelves, all bear to a 
“ quefiion, the Iblution of which is ftill a fccret ; namely, the 
“ queftion that has been fo much agitated, refpefting the figure 
“ of the earth. The navigator has every morpent occafion to 
“ know what point he occupies on the furface of the globe. For 
“ this purpofe, having obferved any one phenomenon in the hea- 
“ vens, (we will fuppofe the diftance of the moon’s centre from 
“ a particular ftar) he ought to be able to determine by calcula* 
“ tion, how this fame phenomenon would appear to the eye of 
“ an obferver placed at the center of the earth. Conlequently 
“ into tliis calculation, the equation of the earth’s furfece enters 
“ as an clement, which, not being known with fufficient accu- 
“ racy, might eafily give occafion to an error of fome feconds; 
“ and aftrouomers are not ignorant of what moment fuch an 
“ error might prove. It was with a view to difembarrals the me- 
“ thod of finding the longitude at fea from thofe uncertainties, 
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“ that the board of longitude in London propofed a prize of five 
“ thoufand pounds (or thirty-three thoufand three hundred and 
“ thirty-three rix dollars, more or lefs) to whomfbever fhould 
“ conftrufl new tables of the moon, deduced from the principle 
“ of univerfal gravitation ; the errors of which fhould be within 
“ the limits of fifteen feconds, more or lels. But the moft feru- 
“ pulous accuracy in the tables of the moon would completely 
“ fail of its objedl, fo long as the tables on the effedts of the pa- 
“ rallax are not proportionably exaft. It was, among other mc- 
“ tives, chiefly to remedy this defe£t, that the moft celebrated 
“ focieties all over Europe, and particularly the royal academy of 
“ Paris, after the attention of the learned had been called to this 
“ obje£l by Huygens, confidcred it as one of the moft facred du- 
“ ties they could perform for the good of humanity, to clear up 
“ this difficult point in mathematical cofmography. For this pur- 
“ pofe meafurementsof degrees of the meridian have been planned 
“ and executed at different times, and in different places; which, 
“ when properly examined, in fafl give a concurrent teftimony 
“ that the earth is a fpheroid, oblate, or flattened towards the 
“ poles; but differ however in this, that when you compare them 
“ two and two, and fuppofe that the earth is generated by the 
“ revolution of an ellipfis round its fhort axis, you conftantly ob- 
“ tain different values for the eccentricity of the generating 
“ ellipfis. This is the true reafon why philofophers have fufpefled 
“ that this furface, ift, is not a fpherdid, or other furface of the 
“ fecond order ; adly, that it is not a figure that is the refult of 

“ revolutions; 
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“ revolutions; 3dly, that its two hcmifphercs on each fide of the 
“ equator are not alike. Aftronoraers, neverthelefs, having ob- 
“ ferved in the orbits of the heavenly bodies a fort of predileftion 
“ for lines of the fecond order, and geometers having eftablilhcd 
“ on the moft inconteftiblc evidence, that any fluid body whole 
“ furface b of the fecond order, may remain in equilibrio, when 
“ the particles of which it b compofed attradl: in the reciprocal 
“ ratio of the fquare of the diftances, the learned have thought 
“ that they were not warranted by reafons fufRcieutly ftrong to 
abandon the ellipticity of the revolution ; having due regard to 
“ the fmallnels of the errors in the executed meafurements which 
“ might very well give occafion to all the diverfity of the refults. 
“ But to be convinced how cautious we ought to be before we 
“ decide in matters of this fort, let us recollect the meafurements 
“ executed by JeapDominiqueCaflinioverthefurface of France, 
“ which at firft fight Icemed to prove that the earth, far from 
“ being oblate towards the poles, was rather a little railed or 
“ elevated. This rcfult, fo much the more ftriking, that it by 
“ no means agreed either with the theory of centrifugal force 
“ advanced by Huygens, or with the prUiciple of univerfal gravi- 
“ tation eftablilhed by Newton, having undergone a more rigor- 
“ 0U8 inveftigation by geometers, they Ibpn perceived, that not 
“ having perfectly leixed the univerlality of the principle, they 
“ had confidered as contrary what was in fact -one of its moft 
“ immediate confequenoes : and thus what they fuppofed was to 
“ overthrow the firft foundation of the lyftem of attraction be- 
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“ came its firmeft fupport ; iuafmuch as the attraction of the 
“ Pyrenees, which by their vicinity produced a deviation in the 
“ plumb-line, was the caufeof the error. But to pkee in a ftill 
“ ftronger light rcafons that militate in favour of furfaces of 
“ the fecond order, I Imagined it would not be deemed foreign 
“ to our object, if 1 fubjoined here fome general reflections con- 
“ corning the developement of any functions whatever in ferics. 
“ In this view, let u be any function of x, y, x, a, b, &:c. the 
“ queflion is to developc in a given fucceflion in reference to the 
“ powers of a, b, &c, and u be what we fuppofe u becomes when 
“ it comprehends i, &c — o. 

Farther, let a = U X «A xa*A x«’A x &c, 

' I.O i.O j.O ’ 

x^A X aA xabA x &c, 

0.1 1.1 a ., » 

, X b'A X ab' A x &c, 

0.1 • 1.1 

xb'A X &c, 

*• f the term whofe co-efl5cIent a"^"isreprefented by A^^, we 

X « 

“ then know that A = ( “ > 

m.fl . I 

“ Now, to (hew the application of it to the prefent queftion, 
“ let us fuppofe that » = o is the equation which without any 
“ approximation reprefents the furface of the earth ; but fmee 
we learn from all the known mcafurements of degrees of the 
meridian, that whatever be the figure of the earth, it docs not 

“ differ 
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“ differ fcnfibly from that of a fphcrc, the equation u == o will 
“ neceflarily contain pne or more of thofe fmall quantities a, b, 
“ &c fo affected, that if we fuppofc them = o, the remaining 
“ equation « = o will be that of a fphere, whofe dimenfions arc 
“ equal to thofe of the earth ; whence it will follow that u will 
“ be the firft term of our developed feries, as we have juft faid. 
“ Befides. if we except ah , and bh , all the other terms 

“ a^b^A may be difregarded on account of the fmallnefs of 

“ the quantities a, b, &c. ; confequently the fur ace of our globe 
“ Will be reprefented by the equation U x ah ^ ^ x ^ = o. 

“ The whole then comes to this, to know what is the form of 
“ the functions h^ > which being fuppofed of the fe- 

“ cond order, the equation u = o will reprefent an ellipfbid, 
“ whofe eccentricities of the equator, and of the meridian which 
“ paffes through the great axis of the equator, will depend on the 
“ quantities a, b, &c. In refpect of the figure of revolution, it 
■“ is very clear that then the quantity a will be nearly equal to b, 
“ or what is the fame thing, if we make a = b^b, the quan- 
“ tity u will be very fmall ; whence it follow’s that the equation 
“ u = o, may be reprefented by this o = U x ^ • In fliort, 

“ there is no reafon to fear that the difregarded quantities fliould 
“ ever prove confiderable enough to produce any error of confe- 
“ quence, as difficulties which in all probability we ftiall never bp 
“ able fully tofurmount, will for ever prevent our precifelyknow- 

“_ing 



58 a TRAVELS THROUCn FINLAOT3. 

“ ing the value of the quantities a, b, &c. and there is confe- 
“ quently in the uncertainty of the value of thofe terms the germ 
“ of errors w'hich would greatly exceed thofe which might arile 

“ from the omiflion of the other terms (Tb^K . In all events, 

m.n ' 

“ U being already known, cA^^and are quantities which 

“ ought to be firft determined, whether it fhould be afterwards 
“ judged neceffary to carry the approximation farther or not. 
“ In one word, we ought, in all our calculations, which de- 
“ pend on the figure of the earth, to operate precifely as in our 
“ I calculations of the motion of the heavenly bodies, whole orbits 
“ we firfl fuppofe circular, then elliptical, and lafl of all we ap- 
“ ply to the former fo corrected, the fmall equations which con- 
“ tain the quantities in which the ellipfes themfelves are defi- 
“ cient. Such arc the rcafons entertained by the afironomers of 
all Europe for unanimoufly infilling on the neceflity of new 
“ meafurements, executed with all poflible care, with the aflifl- 
“ ance of the moft perfect inflruments, and according to the moft 
“ approved methods of obferving that the prelent age can fup- 
“ ply. Now, the French aftronomers have juft finilhed the con- 
“ ftruction of a fuiu of triangles, which as they pals through 
“ France extend from Dunkirk all the way to Barcelona, a fpacc 
“ which forms an arch of the meridian 9® 39”, or 10*. 72, accor- 
ing to the decimal lyftcm. Nothing therefore could be more in- 
terefting to all fuch as labour for the advancement of aftronomy 
and geography, than to hear that a committee has been ap- 

pointed 
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“ pointed by government to determine the length of an arch of 
“ the meridian comprehended between the parallel of the North 
“ Cape and thatofUpftap, or, at leaft, to meafure two or three 
“ degrees taken in the vicinity of the polar circle. In the mean 
“ time the academy of fciences thought it might not be improper 
“ to fend fome one of its members to Tornea, in order to inform 
“ himfelf as to the local circumftances of the grounds which, in 
“ 1736, were chofen by the French mathematicians as fixed 
“ points, and the execution of this plan was entrufied to me. I 
“ am now to give an account of the remarks Which I was en- 
“ abled to make on the Ipot in regard to thisfubject. 

“ The country in the neighbourhood of Tornea is extremely 
“ flat ; towards the north, however, and ih that quarter only, at 
“ the diftance of eight leagues, more or lefs, there commences a 
“ chain of mountains which extends all the way to Kittifvaza, 

“ near the fraall village of Pello, from whence it becomes again 
“ flat to the diflance of fome leagues beyond Kengis, which is 
“ twelve leagues north from Pello. In the whole of thofe moun- 
“ tains there is not one of any confiderable magnitude : Avalaxa, , 
“ which I confider of a mean fize, riles only to the height of fix 
“ hundred and fix feet above the level of the river. From this it 
follows, that no one of thofe mountains, confidered by itlelf, 

“ could produce a fenfible deviation in the plumb-line, unlcfs it 
“ were very near one of the points where they determined the 
“ amplitude of the arch of the meridian, a circumftance which 
“ has no place here. It remains then to know what might be the * 

“ elFeft 
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“ effctfl of their united attraftions : but this even muft have been 
“ very infenfible ; fince, according to the higheft eftimate admif- 
“ fible, the fum of all the mountains from which any etfeft might 
“ be fufpefted, cannot be greater than a cubic league. Now this 
“ mafs being (uppofed of a denfity double the mean denfity of the 
“ earth, and its center of attraftion at five leagues diftance from 
“ Kittifvaza, and ten from Tornca, could not produce on the 
“ plumb-line a greater deviation than o". 3438 at Kittifvaza, and 
“ o'^o369 atTornea; whence it follows, that the total effect of 
“ this alteration could have been only ©".Aagfi, and confequently 
“ the correction which ought to be made in the length of a de- 
“ gree of the meridian, fuch as has been meafured by the French 
“ academicians, would be only 6 "- 3 S 7 S to he added inftead of a 
“ hundred toifes, which it has been fuppofed ought to be deducted. 
“ I believe, then, I may affirm, that on my part there can be no 
“ fufpicion of an error as to this fubject, and that there is truly 
“ feme error in the meafurement of 1 736 : thecaulb of this may 
“ be fairly attributed to a defect in the fextant or quadrant, or 
“ perhaps, which is no lefs probable, to fome uncertainty in the 
“ bale. Upon the whole, in order to fettle all thofe doubtful 
“ circumftances, it feems abfblutely neceffary that this mcafure- 
“ ment fhould be wholly executed anew.” 

“ To all this, give me leave to add one remark, which I had 
“ occafion to make atTornea, and which, I imagine, well merits 

the attention of the learned. 

“We know that the French aftronomers determined, at each 

“ ftation. 
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“ ftation, th< elevation or depreflion of the other fignals in rela- 
“ tion to their horizon. I meafured alf thofe angles, and what 
“ fiirprifed me a good deal was, that I found them always a little 
“ larger than they have.been determined in the figure of the earth. 
“ The inftrnment I employed in my operation was a whole circle 
“ of fourteen inches and two-thirds diameter, graduated at each 
“ minute: uevcrthelels, I believe, that by the help of an eftimate, 
“ one may afliire himfelf that he is not deceived by more than 
“ ten, or at moft fifteen feconds. A complete defeription of this 
“ inftrument may be feen in the memoirs of the academy of 
“ fciences, at Stockholm, for the year 1750, 26th and following 
“ pages. The firft fulpicion that ftruck my mind, upon obferv- 
“ ing this ditFerence, was, that it might arife from the point zero 
“ in that circle. This I examined on the fpot, and found it wrong 
“ 1' 30". I continued the lame examination for fevcral fucceflivc 
“ days after I got to Tornea; and taking the mean of my oblcr- 
‘‘ vations on terreftrial objects, as.well as meridian heights of the 
“ fun, I oblerved that i' 24" ought to be deducted from all the 
“ obfervations of heights, a circumftance which at the fame time 
“.proves that the inftrument had folFercd no injury in travelling, 
“ Individuals will make what remarks they pleafe on my obfer- 
“ vations ; I here fubjoin them exactly as they were made,” 
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“ What may be the caufe of this difference F will not take it 
‘‘upon me to fay; I am inclined however to believe, that it has 
“ its origin in the power, more or Icls confiderable, which our 
“ atmolphere poffeffcs of refracting the rays of light ; at lead we 
“ cannot attribute it entirely to an error of the infttument, (ince 
“ an inequality of a' 5" is altogether impofliblein fb fmall an angle 
“ as 5’ 9" (See H at Avalaxa), the more lb that in the angle C 
“ at Kakamavara, which is nearly of the fame quantity, the dif- 
“ ference is only o' 31". On the contrary, 4 t appears, from the 
“ theory of refraClion, that thefe angles ought not to appear the 
“ lame at different heights of the thermometer or barometer.” 
Such are Mr. Swamberg’s remarks on that important fubjeCl, 
. which 1 hope the reader will not blame me for inferting in the 
courfc of thefe travels. I lhall now proceed with the account of 
my journey. 

From 
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From Pello to Kardis is eighteen Englith miles, a paffage which 
was wholly performed againfl the current by the vigorous arms 
of our Finlandifli Laplanders, who aftoiiilhed us by the addrefs 
as well as the ftrength they difplayed, in the progrefs of this moft 
laborious navigation. 

We oblervcd all along the river a particular mode, quite new 
to me, of obtaining the eggs of an aquatic bird, which is named 
mergus merganfor by Linnaeus. The -natives are very fond of the 
eggs of this bird, which has very fingular habits for one of this 
defcription. Whether it is from a kind of indolence, or a defire 
of concealing its eggs from birds of prey, it never builds a neft. 
The nefts of aquatics in general leem to be' of no ufebut that of 
bedding the eggs ; for their young take to the water the moment 
they are out of the Ihell, and acquire their food in their own cle> 
ment. The mergus merganlbr, infread of building a (mail nefr, 
like the ducks, on the banks, or among the reeds or bufiies, chutes 
to lay her eggs ii» tlie trunk of an old tree, in which time, or the 
hand of man, hu made fuch an excavation, as (he can conveniently 
enter. The perfon that waylays the bird for her eggs, places 
againfi: a fir or pine tree (omewhere near the bank of Che river, 
a decayed trunk, with a hole in its middle : the bird enters, and 
lays her eggs in it : prefently the pealant comes, and takes away 
the eggs, leaving, however, one or two. The animal returns, and 
finding but a ^^e egg, lajrs two or three more, which the man 
purloins in the fiime maimer : the bird fiill returns, and, as if (he 
had forgot tflb eggs (he had Uid, proceeds once more to complete 
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the number fhe intended. She is defrauded of her eggs as before, 
and continues repeating the fame procels four or five times, when 
the man, who has by this time gathered perhaps a (core of eggs 
from the fame ne(f, fufFers her to lay the laft for the increafe of 
her family. As foon as the eggs are hatched, the mother takes the 
chicks gently in her bill, carries and lays them down at the foot 
of the tree, where fhe teaches them the way to the river, in which 
they iivftantly fwim with an aftonifhiiig facility. 

From Kardis to Kengis is a diftance of fifteen miles, which is 
accomplilhed with great fatigue, on account of continued cataracts 
and the violent current of the river. Befides the danger of the 
water-falls, we were much moleftcd by a fpecies of gnat, acir- 
cumftance which, incomparifon of what we were to experience 
afterwards, perha^' does not deferve to be noticed in this place. 
Our fervants began to murmur and complain of the excefs of 
their hardfhips, of the extravagance of our travels : they thought 
it extremely foolilh to fuffer and hazard fo mtch in a country 
wheremne does not meet with any of the enjoyments of life, not 
cveii with a bottle of wine, or fo much as an alehoufe: in (hort 
they made us underftand that the country contained nothing in 
the fmalleft degree interefting to them, and that their only wi(h 
WSsto return. We endeavoured lo condu£l oUrfelves like good 
officers ; but though we fet them an example of perfcfl fobriety, 
and fhared with them the fame bread and dried irreat, as well as 
the fame trouble and hardfhips, it was impoflible to recal them to 
good humour; nor could they ever forget that tlf^y were (till 
. r. aljput 
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about four hundred EnglWh miles from the laft flage of our 
intended progrefs in the North. . ' ■ ' ' ’ 

Our arrival at Kengis, however, conciliated them a little. We 
met here an infpeiflior of the mines, who received us with much 
civility, and fupplied us with a plentiful board and lodging. The 
objefl of this gentleman’s refideuce in this country was to encou- 
rage and promote the creclion of foundries, of which he had Con- 
ceived the moft languine hopes, but which had been ^andoned 
and refumed at dirFerent times, according to the profpeiSls of the 
adventurers. He had invited fcttlcrs from the North, formed a 
fpccies of colony, opened a new branch of traffic, and within thefe 
few years had Ixinefited this part of Lapland by the produce of 
the mines: lie lived here happily enough, having, at aconfider- 
able expence, been able to procure himfelf all the convenicncies 
of life. He had turned iome land in the vicinity of his houfe into 
meadow ground, and planted an eminence hard by with Italian 
poplars, which feemed aftonilhed to find themfelves in thofe hy- 
perborean regions. When Maupertuis palTcd by Kengis on his way 
to the heart of Lapland, in order to vifit a ftone with fome perhaps 
accidental impreflion upon it, which he chufes to denominate the 
moft ancient infeription in theuniverfc, there feems to have l)cen 
no infpedlor of founderies here, as he then lived at the houle of a 
clergyman. He calls Kengis a mifcrable place.* We were not 
tempted to vifit this monument ; the people of the country leemed 
to have no tradition concerning it, nor did our curiofity lie greatly 
* See Maupertuis’s Travels, from page 179 to 209.- 
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in this department: betides, we were perfuaded that Mauper* 
tuis had, from a fort of oftentation, beftowed an importance ou 
an objedl which it was not worth the trouble of going to fee. 
'I'he Ruffians had penetrated as far as Kengis. 

In the courfe of this journey we coUeAed the followingplants 
in flower : 

Cseraflium vifeofum Piuguicula vulgaris 

Cxr^iunT alpinum Myrica gale 

Aniong the infe£ts were the following : 

Corambyx mordax 
Corambyx inquifitor 
Chryfomela quadripundtata 
Chryfomela coccinea 
' Chryfomela Lapponica 
Chryfomela aenea 



Leptura interrogationis* 
Cantharis pedtinicornis 
Papilio antiopa 
Cicindela reparia 
Silpha atrata 
Tineae vari* 



* The Icptara is very common in this country, and generally lies concealed In 
the corol of the Trollaa Etiropam, Linn. Almoft each flower had a leptura, and 
often two, in the attitude of geheration. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Stcy at Kengjj — Enltriaittment given by the Infpe£lor — The Bear- 
Dance a very fatiguing fort of atnufement — Vi fit from fame young 
IVomen of the Neighbourhood-, among them one, a Native of Kol- 
lare, of a furprifing Degree cf bodily Strength — Separation of the 
' travellers. — The Author and another Gentlentan alone proceed 
Northward — Geographical Notice on the River Tornea. 

HE Infpe£lor of the fbunderlcs at Kcngis fpared no expeiice 
that could contribute to render, our ftay at this place agreeable 
to us. He thought nothing in his houfe too coftly for our en- 
tertainment ; he alTembled the pealants to Ihewus their dancing 
and the genius of their mufic ; and on Sunday he treated our 
party with punch and liquors in a handfomc little tent, which 
he had erefted on afmall eminence under his Italian poplars. 

. Among the different dances exhibited by the peafants on this 
occafion, there was one which feemed particularly curious ; it is 
called, lii the language of the country, the bear' s-dance. A pea- 
fant reft his hands upon the ground, and at the fame time fup- 
ports himfelf on his legs, fo as to keep his body in a horizontal 
pofition, like the bear, or any other animal, when it walks on alt 
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fours. Rcmaming conft.-uitly in the fame attitude, he begins to 
dance, and by his leaps and jumps, ftudies to keep time with the 
mulic, which is extremely gothic, and which the reader will find 
inferted in the Appendix. The execution of this dance is attend- 
ed with great labour and fatigue, infomuch that it is very dif- 
ficult for the peafmt to go on with it above three or four mi- 
nutes without falling into the moft violent perlpiration. It is 
however a fort of exercife which is good for flrengthning the 
mufcles of the arms, and therefore highly ufeful to the natives of 
this country, whofe laborious exertions in afeending the cataracts 
in fummer require very great vigour and mufcular power. Ad- 
drefs and lv>dily ftrength are the qualities in the higheft repute 
among the peafantry in this part of Weftrobothnia ; and belidcs 
fliis dance, they have other exercifes which demand a I'urprifing 
degree of a£livity and firmnefs in their limbs. 

W’hile we fat in our tent on the fummit of the hill, a number 
ofFinlandilh girls, induced by curiofity to fee us, furrounded the 
tent. We foon recommended ourfelvcs to their acquaintance, 
and invited the handfomeft of them to enter the tent ; an invita- 
tation which they were not Ihy of accepting. We olTered them 
wine, but they dilliked it ; punch, but they had no greater relifh 
for it ; we ordered them beer, but they could as little drink this. 
At length we found out that thofe girls were accuftomed to no 
other beverage than milk and water.. There was among them a 
native of Kollare, who merited a more than ordinary fharc of our 
attention, and who immediately attrafled our notice by her fla- 

ture. 
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turc, her gaiety, and by a fharj^nd decided manner in her de- 
portment. She had fuch ftrCngth of arms^ that when we were 
difpofed to toy with her, and feek perhaps to be a little too femi- 
liari (he would rCpulfe Us with a blow that forced us back four 
or five paces. Her limbs were active and agile, (he was remark- 
ably tall, and in fliort Would have been a very fiilc woman, had 
not a long waift, Avith very Ihort petticoats, disfigured her perfon. 
Her face was not extremely delicate, but her features were well 
formed { her hair Chefnut, her eyes lively,’ and her complexion full 
of health and' vigour. She was dreffed entirely in white, of rather 
a fine linen Cloth, which (he had probably bought at Tohtea of 
fometravellingmerchant : allhercompanions wereperfeflly clean, 
and every thing upon them was cither new or recently wafhed. 

-Wc Iperit about an hour in the company of thefe ghls, all 
which time wc kept conftantly talking Without underftanding 
each other: exchanged rrnniy heavy Hows, enough to make 

one half ferioos ; but this is a kiitd of afFcdKonatc c4refs among 
peafants in all parts of the world. The girl of Kollare was fo 
ftroiig, and mS8e fneh imprelllon With her Heniuleart arffl,-that 
Ihe bad driven ua fo'a man slnnfoftofF the (leld. OUf interpreter 
hinted to usthat we muft take care how we offended this yonhg 
woman, as Ihe was to give us lodging at KbHare, a plaCd Wc muft 
pafs on our rotfte. She feemed plcafed wheir flielrirned that wc 
ftiould be « her houfe next day, and prortiHed that fire' Would 
do every thing in her power to have he/" dwelling c<|pfi3rtablc 
for us at our arrival. 

VoL. I. 3 E 
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, This day, which was Sunday paffcd in mirth and flftivlty. 
The in/pector, toflrew the greaf amial^Iity of hU;chara£feer,. gftvej 
us a Swj;di^ foug and a toafl.tote^fh g1a(& ^f'puuch,' and it vyai. 
in vain to decline filling a bumper. At midnight we quitted fhis 
tent to obler.ve, on.a more elevated ground, the height of the fun 
a^ ufual ; but on this occafioil ;he rompany was by no means 
uiianimous ; not as to the_/pn’s elevation alone, one perfon main- 
taining he (aw tw'o, and others, equally confiderrt and inebriated^ 
that they faw no fewer than four. InOead, however, of dilcuf- 
fmg the, merits pf the qocllipn, with Intemperate warmth, thou^a 
hcldto.be a matter of ferious; importance, wc^cOniluiSed our- 
fplves with more prudence than the learned perhaps might have 
done on a fubjedt of le(s magnitude }. for we refolved to go to 
fleep, and adjourn the fiibverjtoft of the planetary fyftem till the 
next morning. In (hort, o^i Ae night fpllowing, at the fame hour, 

wc were perfectly agreed both a^ to the heigjbt and nunibef <(f funs, 

• 

IfSunday had. paffcd In, all the pkafurct of. convivial' enjoy- 
ment, Monday, the period fixed for pur;departureii was fo fn^ch 
the more fad and njclancholy. „ of our;fripnds;took leave 

of us: Mr. Bollotti, Mr. JuKn, and,Dr. Deutlch would.not; and 
indeed, for particular reafoiw, could not, cxpolc thcrpfelves to the 
dapgers of our o^p^dlhon, m^ ohofe to return to Tornejt and 
Uleaborg. jj .P^r plan of travels received fuch a fcvere.fhock by 
their departure, p nothing, but the moft determined refoktioa 
could r^ft. Fricndfhip and the infection of example made, us 
hefitatc for fome time as to the propriety of perfifting in our en- 
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t:rprife ; but our pride could not dlgeft the humiliating idea of 
returning to Ulealwrg, to the great diverfion of our friends, who 
would never have done rallying us on the fubjefl, or of boafting. 
of their fage counfels, and the truth of their predidions. Colonel 
Skioldcbrand, with his fervant, remained alone with me : his pur- 
polc continued unikaken, for- 'his ardour was not. inferior to my 
own. He would not be drfeouraged by any difficulties in pur- 
fuing the^objeft he hadpropofed to himfelf ;• and I was no leis 
decided as to the execution of my project. I muft confefs that , 
the idea of being the firft Italian that had ever reached the moft 
northern point of Europe, was- a very powerful incentive to my 
exertions. 

* Before quitting Kengis, T ffiall make a few geographical i re- 
marks on the, river Tomea,. and endeavour to give, in fome 
degree, a clear idea of the nature and courfc of ^ that river, con» 
cerning which there is much confufion and error in all the maps, 
and even in the Swediflv accounts thcmlelves.. 

I The river Tornea proceeds from a lake called-Tornea Triilk, 
as its Iburce. This lake is fituated among the mountains which 
feparate Norwegian from Swediffi Lapland.. From that lake the 
river alfo takes its name. It pafles in its courfe near Kengis, 
where it forms two catarafls, nearly forty feet high. It then ap« 
proaches the town of Upper Tornea, twifts round the little ifland 
ofSwenfar, on which the tow'ii of Tornea is fituated, and lafl of 
all it makes the ifland of Bjorkbn, on which Hands the church of 
Lower Tornea. About a mile below Kengis, the waters of the 

river 
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river receive a confiderablc augmentation by their junction with 
another river, which has its fourcc among a number of Jakes and 
marfheshigher up than Enontekis, and bears tlie name ofMuonio, 
till it lofes itfelf in its union with the Tornea. The latter, en- 
riched by the Muonio, becomes of a very confiderablc fize on its 
way to the (ca, as it is ftill farther kicreafed by the tributary 
ftreamsoffome rivulets which iffue from the lakes and marfhes in 
its vicinity, and at laft it empties itfelf into the gulf o^Bothnia. 

Near Kengis the banks of this river are confiderably fteeper 
than about Upper Tornea, and confift partly of a reddifh feltfpar 
and partly of flates of a blackifh colour, whofc angles (land edge- 
ways, with an inclination to the fouth. . ^ 

The river Tornea is in general fubject to three inundations ; 
namely, one in fpring, caufed by the diffolution of the ice and 
fnow on the mountains ; the fecond in fummer, owing to fudden 
and violent falls of rain ; and the third in autumn, before the fet- 
ting in of the froft. The greateft breadth of this river, when its 
watere are of a mean height, is nine hundred, and its common 
breadth five hundred yards : its greateft depth is ten yards, and 
its loweft fhoal from two to five feet. In winter it is frozert 
in its whole extent, and the thicknefs of the ice is from five to 
fometimes eight feet. . ' • • 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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